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NFL coach writes
musical playbook
Cincinnati Bengals assistant head coach
Paul Alexander ’82 plays the piano with his
former SUNY Cortland music professor,
Donna Anderson, during a visit to campus
this summer. Anderson, professor emerita
of performing arts, was Alexander’s
favorite instructor at the College, and
influenced his new book, Perform, which
explores similarities between playing
classical music and playing football.

BY FREDERIC PIERCE Editor

A

s an offensive lineman for
the SUNY Cortland football
team, Paul Alexander mentally
prepared for games by
listening to Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture” in
his bedroom.
That musical, pre-game ritual stopped
after the Academic All-American’s graduation
in 1982, when he began a successful coaching
career. That career eventually took him to the
National Football League, where he is assistant
head coach for the Cincinnati Bengals.
Last year, the overture — Tchaikovsky’s
orchestral interpretation of an epic battle
— once again became part of Alexander’s
game-day preparations. Only this time the
classical music helped him get psyched up
for a very different kind of challenge in a
very different public arena:
A piano recital.
Wearing a dark suit and tie instead of a
Bengals’ shirt and sideline headset, Alexander
sat down at a Steinway piano before an
audience of 1,000 people to perform during
“Pianopalooza,” the annual concert fundraiser
for the University of Cincinnati Conservatory
of Music.

Perform chronicles Alexander’s threeyear journey as the student of Austrianborn concert pianist Albert Muhlbock and
meshes those learning experiences with
lessons and anecdotes from his years as
a coach (See “Alumni in Print,” page 19). It
offers a unique perspective from a man who
is equally comfortable shouting instructions at 300-pound professional athletes
or coaxing intricate art from a 900-pound
musical instrument.
“I’m still amazed that he does both
things so well,” said Donna Anderson, SUNY
Cortland professor emerita of performing
arts. “I’m impressed by his commitment, by
his work ethic and by the fact that he’s so
gifted in coaching and in music. I don’t know
where he finds the time.”
Anderson was Alexander’s favorite
professor at SUNY Cortland. He credits her
music history and music theory courses
with opening his eyes to the way music
connects with the rest of the world.
Although he’d always loved music, he said
the classes he took for his music minor
gave him an intellectual framework that
deepened his appreciation.
He said he also owes much of his
coaching success to the teaching skills and
experience he received as a SUNY Cortland
student.
continued on page 10

Alexander, who began
studying piano just three years
ago, played pieces by Brahms
and Tchaikovsky. He only hit one
wrong note, which he jokingly
described as “letting the Steinway
kick a field goal.”
“I see a lot of similarities
between playing the piano and
football,” Alexander, 51, reflected
during a recent visit to his alma
mater. “They’re both about
performance. Playing offensive
line is just like playing piano,
except the piano doesn’t hit
back.”
Alexander said there are
profound connections between
the coaching needed for a
Alexander, a former SUNY Cortland football player, gives
lineman to execute flawlessly on
coaching instructions from the sidelines during a Cincinnati
Bengals football game. Alexander’s passion to develop even
the field and the training needed
more effective coaching techniques led him to become a
for a concert pianist to hit 20,000
student of classical piano.
perfect notes during a performance. Earlier this year, he pulled
those observations together and authored a
book aimed at athletes, musicians, teachers,
coaches and anyone else interested in
achieving elite human performance.
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Message
A plan for the future
BY ERIK J. BITTERBAUM President

SUNY Cortland is on a journey. By the end of this decade,
this College — your alma mater — will be the first choice
for outstanding students and faculty in a variety of nationally
recognized academic programs. It will lead the nation as a
campus dedicated to the physical, emotional, cultural and
social well-being of all its community members. The transformational experiences available to all of its students will be
richer, more diverse and innovative.
We are traveling an exciting and fulfilling path. And I
would like to invite you, as an alumnus or alumna who understands the unique SUNY Cortland experience, to join us on
this journey.
On Sept. 24, the College formally launched “Educating
Champions: The Campaign for Cortland,” an ambitious effort
to raise $25 million from alumni, friends, faculty, staff and
corporate partners by 2013. The drive, the second in the
College’s history, will help SUNY Cortland realize its vision
by enabling it to implement a strategic plan based on the
College’s four institutional priorities:
n Cultivate academic excellence
n Provide transformational learning experiences
n Promote individual and community well-being
n Maximize resources to support institutional vision and
sustainability
The campaign has already received warm support and
raised $20 million since its “silent phase” began three years
ago. Much of that base was built by a multitude of relatively
modest donations, many of which were made through our
annual giving program, The Cortland Fund. Coming during
a time of steadily eroding state support, the campaign will
allow you to make a profound difference in the lives of SUNY
Cortland students, the quality of their educational experience
and their ability as Cortland alumni to put their knowledge
and skills to work as champions in their respective fields and
in their respective communities.
SUNY Cortland has always been a welcoming place for
bright and dedicated students, regardless of their economic
situation or social background. The College is determined
to remain a school of access and opportunity, despite rising
education costs, shrinking government support and an
economy that continues to be a struggle for many families.
That is why the largest portion of funds raised through
the campaign — at least $10 million — is earmarked for
scholarships. These scholarships are intended to make the
SUNY Cortland experience possible for first-generation

college students, young people with financial need and high
achievers who have earned a chance to become a champion
at SUNY Cortland.
The campaign defines a realistic vision. Our dynamic
campus is already an annual selection as one of Kiplinger’s Top
100 Best Values Among America’s Public Colleges and Universities, based on its combination of academic excellence and
affordability. This year, students accepted at SUNY Cortland
typically scored 1,110 on the SAT and achieved an average
grade of 90.3 in high school. The College maintains the largest
nationally accredited teacher education program in New York
state, and one of the most comprehensive in the nation. Our
students study or teach in more than 30 countries and our
student athletes compete successfully at the highest level of
NCAA Division III sports.
As you know, a Cortland education is not limited to the
classroom. Nine out of 10 SUNY Cortland students are involved
in internships, undergraduate research, community volunteerism
or some other off-campus learning experience. Many participate
in the College’s outdoor education programs, centered on our
unique facility on Raquette Lake in the Adirondacks.
The campaign will raise $1.5 million for the Raquette Lake
Endowment and Program Fund, underscoring the College’s
commitment to strengthening programming and access at
both Camp Huntington and Antlers. As I discussed in my letter
in the last issue of Columns, the College is working to transfer
ownership of Antlers to the Cortland College Foundation.
With the help of the campaign, we will increase the number of
SUNY Cortland students who are able to include an outdoor
education component in their College experience. We will
be able to expand and diversify our programmatic offerings,
including more programs and events for alumni.
Funds raised by the campaign also will be used to support
the Institute for Civic Engagement Fund, which offers opportunities for service-learning, internships and volunteer
community work. In addition, it will help support program
funds for undergraduate research, the career center, and the
leadership and co-curricular endowment.
Programs aimed at cultivating academic excellence will
receive $2.5 million through the campaign. Another $2 million
will support program funds that promote physical, emotional,
cultural and social well-being. This includes the athletic
endowment, health and wellness fund and the performing
arts fund. At least $750,000 of the amount will support
programming at the College’s new, $56 million student life

“We are traveling an exciting and fulfilling
path. And I would like to invite you,
as an alumnus or alumna who understands
the unique SUNY Cortland experience,
to join us on this journey.”

center, which is scheduled to break ground next year. The
center, which will offer a rich array of recreational, social and
athletic experiences, is intended to become the new focal
point of campus. As the first gold-certified Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) building in Cortland
County, it also will be a regional model for environmentally
friendly construction and sustainable operation.
The campaign will fund other “green” initiatives, programs
and improvements designed to make the campus more environmentally sustainable. It will help support the creation of
a downtown business incubator that will teach our students
business and entrepreneurism skills while helping the area’s
economy and creating a tighter bond between the campus
and its host city.
Another goal of the campaign is to more fully integrate
you, one of our many dedicated alumni, into the life of
the College. To that end, at least $2 million will be used to
strengthen the endowment of the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY
Cortland Alumni House. The funds will not only maintain the
house physically, but also fortify alumni programming, creating
more opportunities for alumni to interact and reconnect with
their alma mater.
As a SUNY Cortland graduate who has entered the
world well prepared for its challenges, I know you appreciate the need to continue producing engaged, creative and
enlightened individuals to face our world’s problems head on.
In the end, that’s our mission: educating champions. It always
has been.
Please make that part of your mission too. Contact us to
learn how you can make a difference by calling (607) 753-2518
or by visiting www.cortland.edu/campaign.

ROGER WILLIAM THEISE

President Erik J. Bitterbaum joins dozens of SUNY Cortland alumni in viewing a trained horse demonstration at Ledyard Farms in King Ferry, N.Y. The picturesque farm is owned by SUNY Cortland Distinguished
Alumnus William Haines ’63, who hosted the kickoff celebration of “Educating Champions: The Campaign for Cortland” on Sept. 24. More than 220 alumni and friends attended the event.
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Perspective
Keeping SUNY Cortland’s legacy alive
BY NANCY NISKIN SORBELLA ’82 Alumni Association President

During my first year as president
of the SUNY Cortland Alumni
Association, I have observed the
events which are so constant to
the life of a college: prospective
students and their parents
visiting and touring our evergrowing campus; excited new
freshmen moving into their residence halls; distinguished faculty
awards; career panels; new
Academic Hall of Fame honorees;
a robust Scholars’ Day program; and an exciting winter and
spring athletics lineup filled with champions. The class of
2011 — both undergraduate and graduate — experienced
the excitement of their final college year and the honor and
distinction of their graduation ceremonies.
Now, as I enter my second year of service to my fellow
alumni and my alma mater, I reflect on the importance that
my SUNY Cortland education played in the transitions of my
life. Whether it was the kind resident assistant who inspired
me to follow in her footsteps and become an RA myself, or
the faculty member who lit the “fire of learning” in my first
poli sci class, these moments become significant parts of
the life I have made for myself — the life which started as a
student at SUNY Cortland.
I was a very involved student. I enjoyed my classes and
the friends I made living on campus. I embraced the many
opportunities to participate in campus life. I was a member
of student government and took the time to mentor my
classmates and friends about how to get and stay involved.
Cortland became a place of opportunity for me; I looked
forward to returning to campus each year to continue the
journey that eventually shaped the person I am today.
When I speak to SUNY Cortland students, I recognize
that same spark in them. It is the spark of transformation, the

steps they are taking into adulthood and toward a robust and
enriching life. Some of these students experience the joy and
discipline of teamwork in Cortland’s stellar athletics program;
others express a passion to teach our future generations.
If you have had the pleasure to experience one of SUNY
Cortland’s biannual musicals, or performances of extracurricular groups like A Capella or Gospel Choir, you know that
other students are learning to express their talents on stage.
SUNY Cortland’s Scholars’ Day participants share the kind of
sophistication and intelligence present at some of the most
renowned colleges of arts and sciences in the nation. The
College’s programs are, in a word, outstanding.
The achievements of our students and alumni continue
to inspire and amaze me. I find opportunities to brag about
SUNY Cortland to fellow parents with college-age children,
to friends and loved ones. I am proud to be a SUNY Cortland
alumna. I am proud to give of my time and to do what I can
to financially support the College.
SUNY Cortland has accomplished so much with the
help of its alumni. As alumni, we continue to have opportunities to support our alma mater in a variety of compelling
and important ways. Educating Champions: The Campaign
for Cortland launched on Sept. 24 with an impressive goal
of $25 million. Most of that, about $20 million, had already
been raised before the “silent” phase of the campaign ended.
It is through this support that the College can continue to
offer students the opportunity to transform their lives, the
strength to build upon their ideals and the knowledge to
become contributing colleagues, athletes, scholars and agents
of positive change. I encourage every alumnus to view the
thank-you messages left by our students at www2.cortland.
edu/campaign/why-your-support-matters.
Without the support of generations of alumni before us,
our college experience would have been very different. I am
grateful for the generosity of those that came before me. Now
it’s our turn. Any gift, no matter the size, makes a difference.

Gift creates Cortland’s first endowed chair
Louise M. Conley, Ph.D., never attended SUNY Cortland. Her
connection to the campus, however, goes back more than a
century, and will impact the College far into the future.
Conley, a member of the Cortland College Foundation
Board of Directors, was recognized on Sept. 24 for
bequeathing $1 million to create SUNY Cortland’s very first
endowed academic chair. She also was honored on Sept. 23 at
the grand reopening ceremony of Cheney Hall, the residence
hall that bears her late grandfather’s name.
Conley, of Princeton, N.J., is the granddaughter of Francis J.
Cheney, the second principal of the Cortland Normal School.
The Louise M. Conley Chair in Educational Leadership will
provide additional funds for a faculty member in the Educational Leadership Department to support his or her research
and teaching. Dwight Pfennig, an assistant professor and
former school district superintendent, is the first recipient of
the endowed chair.
Although the full bequest will eventually go to the
College as part of her estate, Conley, a licensed psychologist,
agreed to advance $100,000 of the bequest earlier this year.
That allowed the College to fill the endowed chair this
semester. The endowed chair will generate between $40,000
and $50,000 annually for its recipient. Its funds can be used
for research, teaching, student assistants or departmental
needs, but they cannot be used for salaries.
“Louise M. Conley is a champion of public education,”
said Douglas DeRancy ’75, M.S.Ed. ’85, assistant to the vice
president for institutional advancement. “She never lost her
connection to the College or its mission to provide a unique
and affordable education.”
In addition to the $1 million bequest announced in 2010,
Conley has financially supported the College in a variety
of ways, donating more than $150,000 since the late 1990s,
when she created and co-sponsored the Francis J. Cheney

Educational Issues Conference at SUNY Cortland. She named
it after her grandfather, who was the Cortland Normal School
principal from 1891 until his death in 1912.
The conference, currently held annually, brings influential
and effective leaders in education to the campus to share
their strategies for improving teacher education programs and
the education of students from kindergarten through college.
Another initiative funded by Conley, the Francis J. Cheney
Scholarship, provides $1,000 annually up to four years to
first-year students who are majoring in education and who
demonstrate the highest academic achievement and greatest
financial need.
In 2004, she supported the College’s new Alumni House
and funded the Louise McCarthy Conley Room, which
encompasses the master bedroom as well as two adjoining
rooms with a full-sized walk-in closet and a bathroom.
With her most recent gift, Conley will become the
College’s first million-dollar donor who did not graduate from
the institution. Her Cortland roots, however, run deep.
Her mother, Clara Cheney ’17, and her father, Rollin
McCarthy ’16, both graduated from Cortland Normal School.
They reunited a few years later while pursuing master’s
degrees at Cornell University and were married in 1925. Her
parents and both sets of grandparents are buried in Cortland
cemetery next to the College.
Conley reconnected with the College in the 1990s when
she read correspondence her father received from the Alumni
Affairs Office regarding the reopening of Old Main. She
attended events associated with the gala and savored the
special place her grandfather occupies in SUNY Cortland’s
history.
His leadership skills prompted Conley to designate her
endowed chair to support SUNY Cortland’s Educational Leadership Department, one of four academic departments within

SUNY Cortland marked the re-opening of a renovated Cheney Hall,
the residence hall named after former Cortland Normal School
Principal Francis J. Cheney, with a ribbon cutting ceremony on Sept. 23.
Louise M. Conley, Cheney’s granddaughter and a friend of the
College, offered remarks at the event. From left, SUNY Cortland
Vice President for Student Affairs C. Gregory Sharer, Conley and
College President Erik J. Bitterbaum cut the ribbon in the residence
hall’s lobby area.

the College’s School of Education. The department prepares
educational leaders by effectively integrating theory and
practice to develop schools and other learning communities.
The Educational Leadership program of study at SUNY
Cortland is designed to satisfy the requirements of the
Certificate of Advanced Study in Educational Administration
(C.A.S.). By completing the program and passing the required
state assessments, graduates are recommended by SUNY
Cortland to the New York State Education Department for
various educational leadership certifications.
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SUNY Cortland Alumni
Association Chapters
ADIRONDACK AREA

Beryl Cooper Szwed ’70
157 Kiwassa Rd., Saranac Lake, NY 12983
=*&--.&"*%%-holZY5cdgi]cZi#dg\
ATLANTA AREA

Lisa Falvo Santangelo ’77
13825 Bethany Oaks Pointe, Alpharetta, GA 30004
=,,%++)"&-%*a^hVhVc**5Vii#cZi
BOSTON AREA

Alumni
Adventures

Alumni Affairs Office
(607) 753-2516
CAPITAL DISTRICT

Mike Horelick ’67
1702 Western Ave., Apt. 106, Albany, NY 12203
=*&-)*'"&)&'b]dgZa^&5cnXVe#gg#Xdb
Bob Samaniuk ’00
866 Oregon Ave., Schenectady, NY 12309
=*&-(*,"(%(*ib^Vb^Y5Vda#Xdb
CORTLAND AREA

Linda May Armstrong ’76
=+%,,)."),-%YVgbhi,5ilXcn#gg#Xdb
HUDSON VALLEY

Nancy Niskin Sorbella ’82
1347 Peekskill Hollow Rd., Carmel, NY 10512
=-)*''*"-+)%_hdgWZaaV5Vda#Xdb
LONG ISLAND

Jennifer Gaeta ’06
117 Ann St., Valley Stream, NY 11580
=*&+(.-"'&*'\VZiV-'+5nV]dd#Xdb
Cindy Mardenfeld ’93
108 Town House Village, Hauppauge, NY 11788
8*&+*&%"+&,+X^cYn5bVgYZc[ZaY#Xdb
MID-ATLANTIC

Sarah J. Pope ’04
sarahpope29@hotmail.com
Meaghan E. Hearn ’05
meaghanehearn@gmail.com
NEW YORK CITY

Robert Vinal ’71
52 Howton Ave., Staten Island, NY 10308
=,&-(*+"(*&'gdWZgik^cVa'')5\bV^a#Xdb
ROCHESTER

Alumni Affairs Office
(607) 753-2516

New York City alumni met on June 7 at Jake’s Saloon on West 23rd Street, New York City to network and party with recent graduates.
Attending, front row from the left, are: Nancy Leo ’79, Joseph Vallo ’79, Sylvia Makresia ’98 and Leadership Gifts Manager Michael Katz;
and, in the back row: Jamie McGrory ’79, Kevin Hyatt ’93, Matthew Schlamkowitz ’91, Robert “Bob” Vinal ’71, Andrew Alindogan ’99,
Rochelle Goldstein Meyer ’71, Nancy Finkelstein Ricci ’77 and Fritz Favorule ’76.

Where we’ve been
Chapter Events
ADIRONDACK

Fifty-nine alumni, family and friends attended a barbecue picnic
on July 30 at Antlers in Raquette Lake, N.Y.
Alumni Association Board Members were there to greet
and welcome guests. Nancy Niskin Sorbella ’82, president of the
Alumni Association Board of Directors, addressed the group and
gave a brief update on SUNY Cortland. Those attending enjoyed
opportunities to swim, kayak and canoe in Raquette Lake.

CAPITAL DISTRICT

Sixty-one alumni, family and friends gathered on July 31 at the
Saratoga Race Track.
The race course treated guests to a free upgrade that
placed them track-side in the At the Rail Pavilion. President Erik J.
Bitterbaum and his wife, Ellen Howard Burton, welcomed alumni
to the event. Guests were treated to upscale buffet stations with
convenient access to betting windows and machines. Attendees
viewed the races on closed circuit television within the climatecontrolled facility or stepped outside to witness the live action
right at the track.

NEW YORK CITY

The New York City Chapter held a networking and social
event for alumni in the area on June 7 at Jake’s Saloon on
West 23rd Street.
Alumni were treated to a free drink and were entered
in a chance to win tickets to a New York Jets Florham Park
event. Future networking events are being planned for the
New York City area.

SOUTHERN TIER

Ninety-four alumni, family and friends attended the 13th annual
Alumni Picnic and Binghamton Mets game at NYSEG Stadium in
Binghamton, N.Y., on Aug. 13.
President Erik J. Bitterbaum greeted alumni and gave a
College update. Guests enjoyed a picnic lunch and an inning
in the Maines Skybox for dessert and drinks.
A special thank you to Maines Paper and Food Inc. for underwriting half the picnic costs and the generous use of the skybox.
The Southern Tier planning committee is looking for
additional volunteers to help plan future events. Interested
individuals should contact Nick Koziol, associate director of
alumni affairs, at nick.koziol@cortland.edu.

SOUTHERN TIER

Michael ’01 and Megan Benjamin Kennerknecht ’02
15 Rotary Ave., Binghamton, NY 13095
C (607) 743-0574
meganlyn@live.com
SYRACUSE AREA

Lou Chistolini ’65
104 Genesee Rd., Camillus, NY 13031
=(&*)-,"(-+'aX]^hida+*5nV]dd#Xdb
Lou Pettinelli Jr. ’55
9415 Wickham Dr., Brewerton, NY 13029
=(&*+,+",&,*adj^heZii5nV]dd#Xdb
WESTERN NEW YORK

David Dengler ’78
100 Ruskin Rd., Eggertsville, NY 14226
=,&+-(*"((('L,&+-(,"'%,%
djdbflo@yahoo.com

Friends gathered trackside at the Saratoga Race Track during the “A Day at the Races” event on July 31 in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. They
included, from the left: Gary Debolt ’73, Gwen Debolt, Christine Perry Cecconi ’74 and Richard Cecconi ’74.
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WESTERN NEW YORK

Twenty-eight dedicated golfers braved thunderstorms on Aug. 21
at the Glen Oak Golf Course in East Amherst, N.Y., to support
the Western New York Scholarship for local students who
attend SUNY Cortland.
Despite a stormy start, tournament coordinator Julie Gentner
Murphy ’03 was able to change the dinner to a lunch banquet
and arrange for a friendly golf outing following the reception.
Players were treated to SUNY Cortland prizes and giveaways.
Nick Koziol, associate director of alumni affairs, read a thank you
letter written by SUNY Cortland senior Sarah Ulrich, the current
scholarship recipient.
The event raised more than $1,058, thanks to the generous
alumni and friends who participated.
Individuals interested in planning next year’s event or
contributing to the scholarship should contact the Alumni
Affairs Office.

Meeting C.B. Bucknor ’84
Alumni, family and friends had the opportunity to meet a Major
League Baseball umpire and alumnus, C.B. Bucknor ’84, at Angels
Stadium of Anaheim, Calif., on Aug. 7.
Bucknor greeted alumni and their guests at a pre-game
tailgate prior to serving as second base umpire for the Angels
game that afternoon.
SUNY Cortland would like to thank him for taking the time
to meet with alumni. This opportunity also was made possible
through the hard work of James Sellars ’59 and his committee
members, Lt. Col. Richard L. Bianchino ’63 and George
Ampagoomian ’65.

Hamilton
The 10th annual Hamilton Alumni Picnic, hosted by Hank ’49 and
Sallie Von Mechow, was held on July 26.
Twenty-six alumni and friends were greeted by College
President Erik J. Bitterbaum and his wife, Ellen Howard Burton.
Bitterbaum met with alumni and their families individually
and gave an update on the College. Guests also had the

President Erik J. Bitterbaum had dinner with alumni from the St. Louis, Mo. area on Aug. 20 at Café Napoli in Clayton, Mo. In the front,
from the left, are: the president’s wife, Ellen Howard Burton, Marie Barbagallo Deprospero ’93, Vicky Dosso, Norma Hall Burns ’48, Kathy
Hellberg Barile ’87 and Lugene Trant Miller ’75; and, in the back row: Mark C. Deprospero ’91, Bruno Dosso Jr. ’86, David Bitterbaum ’10,
Raymond J. Barile ’86, Christopher Piedmont ’75, Bitterbaum and Stephen L. Miller ’76.

opportunity to see Hank’s custom train sets built into his first
floor game room.
Fred Von Mechow ’77 and Patricia Vecchio Von Mechow ’98
assisted in the planning and setup of the event.

New York Jets
On Sunday, June 12, more than 50 alumni and guests enjoyed a
special reception hosted by the New York Jets at the Atlantic
Health Training Facility in Florham Park, N.J.
Alumni were treated to tours of the training facility, a full
buffet lunch reception and visits from New York Jets alumni:

Henry Ellard, Jets wide receivers coach; Bruce Harper, former
Jets running back/kick returner; Dave Szott, Jets director, player
development; and Wesley Walker, former Jets receiver.
SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum addressed the
crowd and introduced the guests, who encouraged autographs
and photos throughout the event.
Signed footballs, New York Jets Training Camp t-shirts, signed
copies of Jets coach Rex Ryan’s new book Play it Like You Mean
It and SUNY Cortland Alumni Association apparel were raffled to
10 lucky winners.

calendar
O F

E V E N T S

For updates, check the alumni online calendar at
www2.cortland.edu/alumni/events

November
12

Cortaca Jug, Butterfield Stadium, Ithaca, N.Y.

1

Wrapping Party, Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland
Alumni House

11

Holiday Open House, Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY
Cortland Alumni House

December

On Aug. 7 Lt. Col. Richard L. Bianchino ’63, C.B. Bucknor ’84 and James Sellars ’59 spent time together during the “Meet an MLB Umpire”
tailgate event at Angels Stadium of Anaheim, Calif. Bucknor has been a major league umpire since 1996.

Where we’re going
Cortaca Jug 2011

Cortland

The Red Dragons will meet the
Ithaca Bombers on the gridiron of
Ithaca’s Butterfield Stadium at noon on
Saturday, Nov. 12.
The Alumni Affairs Office held its
annual alumni ticket lottery to give
alumni access to the College’s biggest
rivalry game. Lottery forms were sent
only by email this year.
In addition to the lottery, the
Alumni Affairs Office will host multiple
events in the Cortland community to
allow alumni to watch the game live
on television and cheer on our Red
Dragons.
Visit www.cortland.edu/cortaca to
see the event updates.

The Cortland Chapter plans to host
its fourth annual wrapping party for the
“Adopt-a-Family” program at the Lynne
Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House
on Thursday, Dec. 1.
SUNY Cortland residence hall
staff are adopting one or more local
Cortland families for the holidays.
The students and staff plan to raise
money through various programs and
fundraisers to purchase holiday gifts
to wrap.
The Cortland YMCA collects and
distributes the gifts to the parents
to present to their children for the
holidays.

February
18

Alumni Association Board of Directors Meeting,
Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House

1-4

Florida Reunions

17

St. Patrick’s Day Party and Parade, Mulrooney’s,
Syracuse, N.Y.

31

Binghamton Senators Game, Broome County
Veterans Memorial Arena, Binghamton, N.Y.

9

Alumni Association Board of Directors Meeting,
Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House

March

For more information or to participate in this program, contact the
Alumni Affairs Office.

Syracuse
Join alumni, family and friends on
Saturday, March 10, for the annual
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Syracuse, N.Y.
Alumni and guests will gather at
Mulrooney’s Pub in Armory Square for
ample food, snacks and a cash bar.
Additional information and instructions for registering will be posted at
www2.cortland.edu/alumni/events/.

June

July
13-15

Alumni Reunion 2012, SUNY Cortland
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Alumni Reunion 2011 created lasting memories

T

he SUNY Cortland Alumni Association hosted
more than 550 alumni and friends for Alumni
Reunion 2011 on July 15-17.
In addition to celebrating reunion classes from
1941 to 1986, the association also welcomed members of the
Half Century Club, sisters of Alpha Kappa Phi/Agonian, Sigma
Sigma Sigma, Sigma Rho Sigma sorority, brothers of Lambda
Phi Delta fraternity and former members of the College
Singers led by longtime ensemble director Guy Webb.
Alumni sailed on boat cruises, met at individual class
dinners, enjoyed courses taught by alumni, listened to songs
performed by the College Singers and shared meals at the
Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House, among other
activities.
Another highlight of the weekend was the enhanced
fundraising golf tournament. Participants enjoyed additional
side games, team photos and a wide array of prizes. The
event raised more than $3,000 for future Reunions and alumni
programming.
President Erik J. Bitterbaum hosted a reception at Main
Street SUNY Cortland to recognize Reunion Committee
members for their contributions to Reunion 2011 and class
gift fundraising. Committee members enjoyed a beautiful

photography exhibit offered by Sheila Kaplan Bernard ’61 and
complimentary music by Stephen C. Josephs ’75 and Jeffrey
W. Mols ’71.
Members of the featured Greeks celebrated with unique
Reunion programming. Alpha Kappa Phi/Agonian, Sigma Sigma
Sigma, Sigma Rho Sigma sorority kicked off its festivities with
a welcome party, taught a yoga class, conducted its annual
meeting and laughed as Lynn Burrowes Milkowski ’62 shared
comedic sorority reflections during their dinner at the Alumni
House. Lambda Phi Delta fraternity began its Reunion with
a casual reception full of 1970s tunes. Fraternity members
participated in a round of golf and gathered for a barbecue
on the front lawn of the Alumni House.
The Class of 1961 celebrated its 50th reunion in style with
dinners at the Alumni House and Cortland Country Club.
Class members enjoyed a luncheon cruise on Cayuga Lake.
Each classmate received copies of the Hellenic Sings from
1960 and 1961 and a Class of 1961 lanyard.
The Alumni Association thanks those who attended
Alumni Reunion 2011. Additional photos, videos of the Alumni
Luncheon and a presentation of events hosted at the Alumni
House are available at www.cortland.edu/reunion.

The Class of 1956 enjoyed their 55th reunion with a welcome
party, boat cruise, dinner at the local country club and a barbeque
overlooking beautiful Hope Lake in Virgil, N.Y. Chairs Shirlee “Pug”
Hall Hilton ’56, center, and Joan Lombardi Peck ’56, right, sail on the
luncheon boat cruise on Skaneateles Lake with Gaylord White.

Guy Webb introduces his College Singers to the Alumni Luncheon attendees.

Above: Christine Scott-Deutsch ’71 smiles during registration.
Right: Alumni Association board member Gordon Valentine ’68, left,
and Donald Rohel ’72 learn about plant species during “Exploring
the Natural History of Hoxie Gorge,” a one-and-a-half mile hike led
by Timothy J. Baroni, distinguished professor of biological sciences,
and Steven B. Broyles, professor of biological sciences.

President Erik J. Bitterbaum poses with C-Club Hall of Fame member
and Professor Emeritus of Physical Education Robert “Sparky” H.
Wallace ’53 after presenting him with a Distinguished Alumnus
Award at the Alumni Luncheon. Also honored during the gathering
were Gilbert Brown ’51 and Peter D. Koryzno, director emeritus of
public relations, as Distinguished Alumnus and Honorary Alumnus,
respectively; and past SUNY Cortland Alumni Association President
Ronnie Sternin Silver ’67 and C-Club Hall of Fame member and
Distinguished Alumnus Arnold T. Rist ’47 as Outstanding Alumni
Volunteers.
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2012

SUNY CORTLAND ALUMNI
Events planned for July 13-15

Reunion year classes include: the Half Century Club (1962 and earlier), 1947, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982
and 1987. Classmates celebrating Reunion are urged to update their alumni records to be assured they will
receive all Reunion communications by visiting www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate. The class committees will be
contacting classmates and encouraging them to attend. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
the Alumni Affairs Office at (607) 753-2516 or at alumni@cortland.edu. Hotel information and additional Reunion
information can be found at www.cortland.edu/reunion.
ALUMNI ASKED TO SERVE ON CLASS COMMITTEES
Graduates who are interested in serving on their class
committees are asked to contact the Alumni Affairs Office
at (607) 753-2516 or by email at alumni@cortland.edu.
Committee membership requires only a small time commitment and a willingness to reach out and contact classmates and
friends about Reunion weekend and Reunion class gifts.
SELECT GREEK ALUMNI TO REUNITE
The Alumni Affairs Office is hosting Alpha Sigma Alpha/Alpha
Sigma sorority alumnae and Gamma Phi Eta/Gamma Sigma/
Gamma Tau Sigma fraternity alumni for Reunion. Alumni of
these groups are encouraged to update their records by visiting
www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate. Please be sure to indicate
that you were a Greek member by also completing the
“Your Cortland Experience” form found on the same website.
If you are willing to serve on the sorority reunion committee,
please contact the Alumni Affairs Office at (607) 753-2516 or
alumni@cortland.edu.
GOLF TOURNAMENT SPONSORSHIPS NOW ACCEPTED
The Alumni Association is excited to announce an enhanced
golf tournament during Reunion. The captain-and-crew

contest will feature more prizes, giveaways, team photos and
multiple side games. An alumni committee has been formed
to add further improvements.
Golf sponsorships are a great way to advertise your
business to the many alumni who participate in Reunion.
Opportunities range from $100 to $5,000. Prize donations are
also encouraged. Additional information and a complete list
of sponsorships can be found at www.cortland.edu/reunion.
The Alumni Association thanks you in advance for your
support. All funds raised will support Reunion and future
alumni events.
Alumni in Reunion classes will receive a registration
packet in early summer 2012. Reservations are required.
Anyone wishing to attend is welcome. If you are not
a member of a 2012 Reunion class or featured group
(see above), please call the Alumni Affairs Office at
(607) 753-2516 to request a registration packet. Requests
also may be sent by fax to (607) 753-5789 or by email to
alumni@cortland.edu. Up-to-date Reunion information
may be found by visiting www.cortland.edu/reunion.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, JULY 13
l Class of 1957 Skaneateles Lake luncheon boat cruise
l Class of 1962 Cayuga Lake luncheon boat cruise
l Enhanced 18-hole golf tournament
l Reunion Committees Recognition Reception
l Class of 1962 Golden Reunion Dinner
l Class of 1957 55th Reunion Dinner
l All-Class Welcome hosted by the Cortland College
Foundation
SATURDAY, JULY 14
l Hot breakfast buffet
l Campus tours
l Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House tours
l Nu Sigma Chi Alumnae Tea
l Alumni Luncheon
l Alpha Kappa Phi/Agonian, Tri Sig, Sig Rho meeting
l Cortland Downtown Partnership’s Taste of Downtown
and Sidewalk Festival
l All-Greek Reception sponsored by the Nu Sigma Chi
Legacy Fund
l Alpha Sigma Alpha/Alpha Sigma sorority dinner
l Gamma Tau Sigma fraternity dinner
l Individual class dinners at on-campus and Cortland city
locations
SUNDAY, JULY 17
l All Class Farewell Breakfast
l Alpha Sigma Alpha/Alpha Sigma Farewell Breakfast
AND MUCH MORE!

WINTER ALUMNI RETREAT 2012
From Jan. 22 to 26
The annual Winter Alumni Camp at Huntington Memorial Camp, offering cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, saunas, stargazing and much more, is set for Jan. 22 to 26, 2012. This five-day
session is offered to alumni and their adult family members. Guests should be prepared to
walk or ski across the ice road to Camp Huntington. Their gear will be transported.
SUMMER ALUMNI CAMP 2012
Eight Sessions in July and August
In Summer 2012, the Outdoor Education Center at Raquette Lake will offer alumni and their
families several different stay combinations at Antlers and Camp Huntington to fit everyone’s
budget and timeframe. Activities will include boating, campfires, and hiking. Camp Huntington
provides a remote lakeside getaway, and Antlers offers easy access to all the Adirondack
attractions.
The Antlers seven-day sessions are June 30 to July 6 and July 7 to 13. The Antlers five-day
session is Aug. 27 to 31. The Antlers four-day session is Aug. 16 to 19. The Antlers three-day
session is Aug. 24 to 26. The Camp Huntington seven-day session is June 30 to July 6. The Camp
Huntington four-day sessions are June 30 to July 3 and July 3 to 6. Note: Alumni have the option
of staying the full week or just half the week during the same time period.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

RAQUETTE LAKE PROGRAMS
Register Now!
Alumni and their families are invited to take advantage of three great opportunities to stay at Raquette Lake in 2012. Join old and new friends in a spectacular
Adirondack setting at an affordable price.
Brief descriptions of the camps follow. Complete details, including camp
rates, deposit fees and times of arrival and departure, are available on the
registration form on our website at www.cortland.edu/outdoor. Select the
Raquette Lake page, then choose ‘Upcoming Events’ from the menu bar.

RENT THE KIRBY CAMP
Weeks from June 17 to Sept. 8, 2012
The Kirby Camp at Raquette Lake will be available to SUNY Cortland alumni, faculty, staff and
their guests on a one-week basis.
Visitors arrive at the Antlers facility on Sundays at 2 p.m. to be transported by boat to
the Kirby Camp. They depart on Saturdays at 10 a.m. Camp guests enjoy a delightfully remote
and rustic experience featuring gas-powered lights, stove and refrigerator. The camp has cold,
running water and a composting toilet. There are canoes and paddles for your use. The two
bedrooms feature bunk beds in one and a queen-sized bed in another. A maximum group of
eight individuals can occupy the camp. Renters must bring their own groceries.
REGISTRATION AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Please note that for all three programs, participants are required to bring their own linen,
or sleeping bags and personal toiletries, with blankets and pillows provided.
To register and for more information, visit the Outdoor Education Center website at
www.cortland.edu/outdoor and select the Raquette Lake page, then select ‘Upcoming Events’
from the menu bar to complete and download a registration form. Or call the OEC at
(607) 753-5488 to arrange for a form to be mailed to you. Please read all registration
instructions carefully before completing and mailing it with your deposit check.
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Brenden Crowe ’82 was
featured in a Newsday
cover story in Summer 2010
after he risked his life to
save a man who had fallen
onto subway train tracks.

Heroes
among us
BY MICHAEL BERSANI Staff Writer

F

rom the edge of a Brooklyn
subway platform, Brenden
Crowe ’82 peered down and
spotted an unconscious man who
had suddenly dropped to the tracks. Crowe,
a retired New York Police Department
(NYPD) officer, saw blood dripping from the
back of the man’s head. The bigger concern,
however, was the subway train approaching
in the distance.
Crowe could have called for emergency
personnel and simply watched as events
unfolded like a scene from a suspense movie.
Instead, he jumped down to the tracks with
another man and shouted to onlookers to
rush down there with them to help rescue
the victim from certain death.
“Was I nervous?” Crowe said after
the rescue. “Sure, I was. But you just do it
because it’s what you’re trained to do.”
That heroic move saved a life. And it was
indicative of the selflessness and resolve that
many SUNY Cortland alumni exhibit in critical
situations.
“It amazes me — although it never
surprises me — when I hear about one of
our alumni saving a life,” said SUNY Cortland
President Erik J. Bitterbaum. “When a student
attends this college, his or her education isn’t
limited to training for particular professions.
They develop an understanding and appreciation for others and gain the confidence to
act their conscience, even if they are the only
person around them to do so.”
Crowe’s example of courage echoes other
rescue stories from College alumni. Whether
they performed CPR, saved a drowning child

The rescued man, a Metropolitan Transit
Authority architect, was a stranger to his
rescuers. He was headed to work in Manhattan
when he fainted and fell to the tracks.
Crowe’s actions should not surprise
people who know him well. After all, he
routinely chased robbery suspects and was
recognized with a handful of awards during
his 20-year NYPD career.
He points to several things that
contributed to his tendency to rush into
dangerous situations when others are at risk:
His family’s history in law enforcement, the
teachings of his Catholic faith and his undergraduate days at SUNY Cortland. The College,
he said, helped turn him into an adult. There,
he met his wife, Margaret Kane Crowe ’82.
And SUNY Cortland is where he learned how
to develop assertiveness and confidence.
“I guess it was a combination of my
being brought up right, my family, my time
at Cortland, my training,” said Crowe, when
asked what formed the make-up of a hero.
“Growing up, I was just taught to always
help somebody.”

HEATHER BEARDSLEY ’11
The former non-traditional student and
Campus Rescue emergency medical technician (EMT) came back to college as a
28-year-old and brought nine years of rescue
service with her. She promises that she will
volunteer as an EMT until her body quits,
even after witnessing a traumatic residence
hall incident in Fall 2008.
“All of the years of participating in emergency medical service, that one definitely
rates up there as one of my ‘oh my gosh’ calls,”
said Beardsley, of Ithaca, N.Y. “I’ve never seen
that much blood come out of one person.
And I’ve seen some pretty crazy stuff.”

Beardsley admitted that when she first
received a late-night call about a wrist laceration, she figured it involved a quick injury
assessment. It turned out that a student who
had been play-wrestling with another resident
severed his radial artery when the pair crashed
through a large plate-glass window.
“I thought I was just going to give an
18-year-old kid advice on whether he should
get stitches,” she said. “Then, I saw blood
trickling down at me from the top stair (of
the residence hall).
“He had this huge sweatshirt wrapped
around his arm and, at first, I thought it was
a Cortland sweatshirt because it was red. But
then I realized it was the kid’s blood and it
was pouring through the sweatshirt onto the
floor.”
A basic EMT is not allowed to perform
the same functions as a paramedic, so Beardsley’s four-person Campus Rescue crew could
offer only a limited response. Beardsley, a
crew chief, called for advanced help from
TLC Emergency Medical Services and kept
the bleeding victim low to the ground. Her
crew elevated his legs, treated him for shock
and clutched his arm as hard as possible.
“The rule is, if you’ve got a severe cut
that’s bleeding heavily, you never take off
what has already been put on there to stop
the bleeding,” Beardsley said.
It felt like an hour passed before the
ambulance crew arrived, she said. And it took
only a few seconds for paramedics to realize
the severity of the accident. They rushed the
student to the Cortland Regional Medical
Center. From there, he was airlifted to a levelone trauma center for reconstructive surgery
on his artery.
continued on page 9

or kept a student from bleeding to death, the
following events show how a SUNY Cortland
graduate answered a call for action and
helped save a life.

BRENDEN CROWE ’82
It took Crowe and a group of three other
men only a few seconds to lift the 175-pound
fallen man from the subway tracks to safety
during the rescue, which took place in the
summer of 2010. Crowe and another rescuer
said they could see slow-moving train lights
headed in their direction after they jumped
to the tracks.
“You could see the lights getting brighter
and brighter,” the other rescuer said in a
newspaper article. “It was definitely coming.”
Dominick “Dom” Sair ’11, a former football
standout at SUNY Cortland, delivered
cardiopulmonary resuscitation to an unconscious
boy during a swimming pool rescue in the
summer.

Heather Beardsley ’11 served as the crew chief for SUNY Cortland Campus Rescue when it responded to
a serious residence hall incident in Fall 2008.
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BED AND BREAKFAST * SPECIAL-EVENT FACILITY
Relax during an overnight stay or host a special event at the
magnificent Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House
located in the historic district of downtown Cortland.
Surrounded by picturesque grounds, the 15,000 square foot
mansion serves as an elegant wedding and meeting facility as
well as a unique bed and breakfast.
l Five luxurious bedrooms for lodging
l Complimentary continental breakfast
l Wireless Internet and cable TV
l

Walking distance to shops and restaurants

MINI-REUNION PACKAGE
Would you like to reconnect with old friends and/or
professors? Then let the staff of the Alumni House plan
your next mini reunion.
Format: Check-in Friday evening with a checkout Sunday
morning
Offering: A package that includes:
1. A two-night stay at the Alumni House for a maximum
of five couples.
2. Tickets to a Cortland game/match of your choice
(example: football, soccer, baseball, basketball). Tickets
will be waiting for you at the Alumni House.
3. Saturday evening dinner; a four-course meal at Central
City Bar & Grill. This could include inviting a professor
or faculty member.
4. Another special activity; this would be based on availability but possibly a show at the Cortland Repertory
Theatre or SUNY Cortland Dowd Fine Arts Center
Theatre. Ideas for activities are welcome.
5. Continental breakfasts at the Alumni House each
morning.
This all-inclusive package is $295 plus tax per couple for the
weekend. Get your friends together and call today.

Heroes

continued from page 8
Before Beardsley and the rest of her
Campus Rescue team finished their 12-hour
night shift, they received some feedback
from the TLC ambulance crew. A paramedic
told them that the group’s initial response
and assessment prevented an ugly, and
perhaps fatal, outcome.

DOMINICK “DOM” SAIR ’11
The former SUNY Cortland football standout
doesn’t point to a four-touchdown game or
an all-conference accolade as the proudest
moment of his life.
That moment came in June, when the
Huntington, N.Y. native saved a boy from
drowning in a backyard pool by administering
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).

“You’ve got to react fast. And
you’ve got to do as much as you
can in that short period of time.”
Dominick “Dom” Sair ’11

A group of eight youngsters that included
Sair’s younger cousin, his stepbrother and
their friends planned to escape a hot summer
day with a swim. Before the group jumped
in the water, Sair asked if each person could
swim. They all answered yes.
“My cousin saw (the boy who was saved)
going up and down and it seemed like he
could swim,” Sair said. “But then about 20
seconds after, my stepbrother screams: Get
him! Get him! He’s drowning!”
Sair and his father, Patrick, were loading
soda cans into a cooler when they heard the
shouts. Sair’s younger cousin spotted the
boy at the bottom of the pool and instantly

“Where Alumni and Friends Meet”
29 Tompkins St., Cortland, NY 13045 | (607) 753-1561 | alumnihouse@cortland.edu

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS PACKAGE.

went down to pull him up. But the drowning
youth was heavier than expected. As his
rescuer struggled to get the boy out of the
in-ground pool, the boy’s head fell back and
struck the top step of the pool’s entrance,
according to Sair.
“He was unconscious from ingesting too
much water, but then he was also mildly
concussed from hitting his head,” Sair said.
The same instincts that proved vital to
Sair’s successful football career at SUNY
Cortland took over and he began administering the CPR he learned in high school.
His father blew air into the boy’s lungs while
Sair delivered chest compressions. By the
time paramedics arrived, the boy’s pulse had
returned but he remained unresponsive.
“His eyes were open but he looked like
he was gone,” Sair said.
Eventually, the boy gave a thumbs-up to
paramedics. Within an hour after the boy was
taken away by ambulance, Sair received word
that he would recover.
Sair likened his initial reaction to an
approach in the final two minutes of a close
football game.
“You’ve got to react fast,” he said. “And
you’ve got to do as much as you can in that
short period of time.”
Sair said the rescue, more significant than
100 Cortaca wins, undoubtedly marked his
life’s greatest accomplishment.
“Football is temporary,” he said. “This was
legitimate.”

ADAM KOEHLER ’07
SUNY Cortland University Police Department
officers are not only entrusted to look after
the campus’ more than 3,000 residents and
its roughly 1,000 faculty and staff members.
They also are responsible for the safety of all
campus visitors.
On a lazy spring afternoon in 2010,
Koehler’s quick response helped to save one
of them.
Koehler and fellow officer David Coakley
performed CPR on the father of a prospective

www.cortland.edu/alumnihouse

Adam Koehler ’07, an officer with the University Police Department, helped save a prospective student’s
father during the man’s visit to campus in Spring 2010.

student who was reported non-responsive
near the College’s Stadium Complex. The
victim’s preexisting heart condition and pacemaker made their efforts vital.
“He was cold to the touch and his lips
were blue,” said Koehler, a former criminology
major from Cortland, N.Y. “I didn’t have time
to worry. Training just automatically kicked in.”
The victim was not breathing and he did
not register a pulse, so the officers used the
resuscitation techniques that they learned
in their respective police academies. The
officers alternated chest compressions to the
victim for two minutes at a time.
“It was almost surreal, the way he was
gasping and coming back to life,” Koehler said.
The officers kept the man alive until an
ambulance crew responded. While he was
being transported, the man started to show

signs of movement and his pulse returned.
The International Association of Campus
Law Enforcement Administration presented
its Award of Merit to Koehler and Coakley
this past spring for their efforts. In Koehler’s
nomination to the international organization,
SUNY Cortland Police Chief Steven Dangler
wrote: “It is very likely that the victim would
not have had as positive an outcome without
the intervention of the officers.”
Shortly after the rescue, the pair returned
to its evening patrol of the campus. Koehler
said the award and the pats on the back he
received after his first life-saving rescue were
touching. But he stressed that he wasn’t
looking to be a hero when he responded to
the rescue call.
“I just like helping people,” he said. “It’s
why I got into this line of work.”
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C-Club Hall of Fame
Inducts Eight
New Members
Eight new members were inducted into the SUNY Cortland C-Club Hall of Fame during
its 43rd annual banquet and ceremonies on Oct. 29 in the school’s Corey Union.
THE 2011 HONOREES ARE:
n

Thomas W. Major Sr. ’59, a football,
baseball and wrestling letterwinner
at Cortland and a long-time teacher,
coach and athletic director at
Trumansburg High School;

n

Janine Engelhard Bennett ’91, a fourtime women’s soccer All-American
and national Player of the Year who is
currently a successful girls’ soccer coach
at Dryden High School;

n

James Sellars ’59, a standout Cortland
football player who signed professional contracts with the Philadelphia
Eagles and Buffalo Bills and is currently
a successful business owner;

n

n

Paul Rose ’67, a posthumous inductee
who competed in soccer, wrestling and
lacrosse at Cortland and enjoyed a long
lacrosse coaching career at Clarkson,
Geneseo, Colgate and Morrisville;

and honorary inductee Phyllis
McGinley, a 30-plus year Cortland
physical education faculty member who
mentored numerous student-athletes
and served from 1981-83 as the acting
chair of the former Cortland Women’s
Physical Education Department.

n

Barbara Moenich LoPiccolo ’69,
one of Cortland’s first female intercollegiate athletes and a successful
physical educator and coach in the
Norwich City Schools;

n

Michel “Mic” Potter ’77, one of the
nation’s foremost collegiate women’s
golf coaches at Furman University and
the University of Alabama and mentor
to numerous LPGA professional players;

n

Janine D. Henrickson ’84, a star
women’s lacrosse and field hockey
player who is an accomplished clinical
audiologist for the Department of
Veteran Affairs;

In addition to Saturday night’s official ceremony, the inductees were introduced at
halftime of the Cortland-College of New
Jersey football game earlier that afternoon.
Established in 1969, the C-Club Hall
of Fame recognizes Cortland alumni who
competed as athletes at the College
and who have since distinguished themselves in their professions and within their
communities. Honorary members are
recognized for their long and significant
contributions to SUNY Cortland athletics.
New C-Club members have been added
annually and this year’s ceremony brings
the Hall of Fame roster to 220 alumni and
25 honorary members.
A more complete description of this
year’s honorees can be found online at
www.cortlandreddragons.com/
2011HallofFame.

Alexander
continued from page 1

“It’s kind of been my edge in a lot of
ways,” Alexander said. “When you can teach,
coaching is so much easier. “You understand
group dynamics. You understand how to plan
practices. You know how players learn and
what to do to reach them.”
Alexander grew up in Spencerport, just
outside of Rochester, N.Y., the son of a
factory worker and a high school teacher. He
played football and wrestled in high school,
but he also sang in the school choir and
played the guitar in venues around Rochester.
“I did a little bit of everything,” Alexander
said. “I was a tough kid, so I don’t think
anyone messed with me about it. And I didn’t
really care. It was what I wanted to do …. You
should always be true to yourself. You can’t
try to be somebody else. If you try to be
somebody else, you’ll always be second best.”
Alexander’s desire to become a teacher
and coach led him to SUNY Cortland, where
he played offensive tackle on the football
team and majored in physical education.
Football was, and still is, his first priority,
but SUNY Cortland also allowed him to
explore his second love. Alexander was a
music minor at Cortland and did extremely
well in his music classes, Anderson said.
Alexander exemplified the link between
sports and music that Anderson said she also
noticed during her 20 years of teaching at
SUNY Cortland.

“Sports requires individual discipline and
it also requires being able to work as a team,”
Anderson said. “Musicians also have to work
in ensembles, and they know they have to
keep their ends of the bargain up. If you play
in an orchestra, you can’t goof off. There has
to be cooperation.”
After Cortland, Alexander went to Pennsylvania State University, where he earned a
master’s degree in exercise physiology and
was a graduate assistant coach under the
legendary Joe Paterno. From there, he moved
to the University of Michigan, where he
worked as a graduate assistant for another
football legend, coach Bo Schembechler.
He was an assistant coach at the
University of Central Michigan in 1991 when
a phone call from a National Football League
representative disrupted his plan for a
coaching career in college football.
“All of a sudden, I got a call from the NFL,”
said Alexander, who became an assistant
coach for the New York Jets in 1992. “I really
had no plans to coach in the NFL, but when
they call, you don’t hang up the phone.”
The NFL turned out to be a great fit
for Alexander. He began coaching for the
Bengals in 1994, and now has the fourthlongest tenure of any coach in the team’s
history. In addition to coaching the offensive
line, Alexander was named assistant head
coach for the whole team in 2003. As a
Bengals coach, he developed four-time Pro
Bowl Tackle Willie Anderson and several Pro
continued on page 11

C-Club Hall of Fame
NOMINATION FORM
The Hall of Fame was established in 1969 to recognize and honor those men and
women associated with SUNY Cortland athletics who, through their efforts and
accomplishments both as student-athletes and later in their professional lives,
have brought great honor and distinction to the College. On special occasions,
non-alumni have been recognized as honorary inductees into the Hall of Fame for
their outstanding devotion and loyal service to the College athletics program.
C-Club Hall of Fame nominations may be submitted by anyone. In order to be
considered by the C-Club Board of Directors the nominator must send a detailed
letter of recommendation with the nomination form.
NOMINEE’S NAME
HOME ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

HOME PHONE

E-MAIL

ZIP

IF A CORTLAND GRADUATE, LIST CLASS YEAR

m CHECK HERE IF AN HONORARY NOMINEE
NOMINATOR
HOME ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

HOME PHONE

E-MAIL

ZIP

IF A CORTLAND GRADUATE, LIST CLASS YEAR

Once an individual’s Hall of Fame nomination form and nominator’s letter of recommendation have been received, the athletics director will send the nominee a Cortland
C-Club Hall of Fame candidate information form.
Please submit nomination materials to Athletics Director, SUNY Cortland,
P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045-0900 by Jan. 15, 2012.

Paul Alexander ’82 puts his teaching skills to work with offensive linemen during a practice session with
the Cincinnati Bengals, the National Football League team he has coached for 18 seasons.

11

FALL 2011   C O L U M N S

BY FREDERIC PIERCE Editor

SUNY Cortland website at www2.cortland.
edu/campaign/naming-opportunities/.
This campaign, the second in the
College’s 143-year history, is one of the
most ambitious in the SUNY system. By the
time the public phase of the campaign was
launched on Sept. 24, more than $20 million
had already been raised toward the $25
million goal.
The naming gifts from Dottie and Peg
represent only the most recent contribution
each woman has made to their alma mater.

M

ore than 60 years ago, back
when Old Main was the only
building on campus, Dorothea
“Dottie” Kreig Allen Fowler ’52,
M ’74 and Margaret “Peg” Curry ’52 lived
together on Tompkins Street in the College’s
first freshman dorm.
The two joined the same sorority, Tri
Sigma. They walked up Prospect Terrace
together to get to class, often cutting across
the former athletic field now occupied by
Brockway Hall.
Like many college friends, they assumed
they would always have some kind of
connection. Neither of them, however, could
have imagined that they would someday
redefine the phrase “lasting friendship” in a
very permanent way.
In October 2010, a bronze plaque was
set into the grand entrance hall of Old Main,
formally dedicating the entrance to Dottie,
a retired teacher and successful businesswoman, in appreciation of her philanthropic
contributions to the College.
This summer, a similar plaque was
installed across Graham Avenue from Old
Main in Brockway Hall, the second-oldest
building on campus. The plaque dedicated
the lobby to Peg, a former teacher and savvy
investor, in recognition of her generous gifts
to her alma mater.
“Here we are, two oldish ladies with a
mutual love of Cortland,” Dottie said to Peg
at her former housemate’s Aug. 17 dedication
ceremony in Brockway Hall. “Together we
have been housemates, sorority sisters and
alumnae. And now, thanks to your generosity,
here, at the top of the hill, we shall be crossthe-way neighbors forever.”

“Together we have been
housemates, sorority sisters
and alumnae. And now, thanks
to your generosity, here, at the
top of the hill, we shall be crossthe-way neighbors forever.”
— Dorothea “Dottie” Kreig
Allen Fowler ’52, M ’74
The plaques, now permanent fixtures in
SUNY Cortland’s two oldest buildings, are
among several that have gone up around
campus in the last two years as part of the
first campus naming program ever approved
by the SUNY Board of Trustees.
In the SUNY Cortland Child Care Center,
for example, there is now the Patricia A. Clark
Atrium, the Ruth Hart Blanchard ’23 Gross
Motor Skills Room and the Angela Priore
Thurlow ’82 Resource Room. In September,

Alexander
continued from page 10

Bowl alternates. He also co-founded the first
high school football camp exclusively for
linemen.
Alexander’s success in coaching elite
athletes stems from focusing on fundamental skills, practicing physical movements
so they are done without thinking, taking
creative approaches and working tirelessly to
maximize each player’s potential, according
to his book. The foundation for this approach
was built at SUNY Cortland, he said. But it
wasn’t until his daughter, Carolyn, began

DOTTIE AND PEG:

A Landmark
Friendship
Dorothea “Dottie” Kreig Allen Fowler ’52, M ’74, right, and Margaret “Peg” Curry ’52 stand next to a
bronze plaque in Old Main that dedicates the building’s grand entrance hall to Dottie. The two women
were housemates and sorority sisters at Cortland.

the Marjorie Bremiller Wheeler ’43 and Henry
Adams Wheeler Gallery was dedicated in the
Dowd Fine Arts Center.
The same month, family and friends of
the late Mary L. Dobenecker Hobson ’61 met
members of the campus community outside
Sperry Center, Room 104, to dedicate the
large lecture hall as the Mary L. Hobson ’61
Lecture Hall.
“I think it offers people an opportunity
to have a permanent legacy, a permanent
connection with the College,” said Doug
DeRancy ’75, SUNY Cortland’s assistant to the
vice president for institutional advancement.
“It’s a way for them to recognize publicly that
Cortland was important to them; to make their
support a permanent part of the public record.”
Under the program, naming opportunities are made available for a wide variety of

campus buildings and landmarks in exchange
for specific levels of giving. All gifts made under
the new program are counted toward the
College’s recently launched Educating Champions: The Campaign for Cortland, which seeks
to raise $25 million by June 30, 2013.
Money raised through the campaign will
be used to support SUNY Cortland’s four
core priorities: academic excellence, transformational educational experiences, personal
and community well-being and the wise use
of all resources.
Physical landmarks ranging from major
athletic facilities and academic buildings to
conference rooms and residence hall suites
are still available for naming; each for a
specific donation amount. A complete list is
available through the “Educating Champions,
the Campaign for Cortland” section of the

taking piano lessons from concert pianist
Albert Muhlbock that he realized how applicable they were to other endeavors.
Carolyn, then in fourth grade, had shown
early aptitude at the instrument and became
a student at the University of Cincinnati’s
College-Conservatory of Music in 2007.
Muhlbock, an Austrian-born classical pianist
who has performed in prestigious venues
from Vienna to China, was working on his
doctorate at the conservatory and became
her instructor.
Alexander began sitting in on her lessons.
He was enthralled.
“Albert’s amazing. He’s got a way of taking
very difficult material and making it easy. To

me, that’s genius,” Alexander said. “Look at
the pressure he’s under during a performance.
How he controls his body and his mind, it’s
not much different than executing well in
football.”
Intrigued and inspired, Alexander — who
had fooled around on pianos, but never seriously played — began taking private lessons
with the maestro in 2008. Alexander kept
diaries after his lessons, making connections
between how he was learning the instrument
and how he was teaching football. He practiced at night, at the end of his long days
working with the team, while his wife, Kathy,
and daughters Carolyn, Emily and Mary Beth
were asleep in their Cincinnati-area home.

Margaret “Peg” Curry ’52, shown on the right, and
Dorothea “Dottie” Kreig Allen Fowler ’52, M ’74
attend a ceremony dedicating the lobby of
Brockway Hall in Peg’s name. Each woman now
has a bronze dedication plaque in one of SUNY
Cortland’s two oldest buildings.

Dottie, who taught for 21 years in
Cortland and Homer schools and then was
owner and chief executive officer of R.H.
Fowler, has served on some of the College’s
key volunteer boards. She is former chair of
the SUNY Cortland College Council, and is
serving again on the Cortland College Foundation Board of Directors. She emceed the
College-Community Appreciation Awards
banquets for 12 years. Dottie endowed the
Walter and Anne Kreig Memorial Scholarship,
which offers a one-time grant of $1,500
to an education major who is involved in
community service and has financial need.
Peg, who taught for 34 years in the
Mount Pleasant (N.Y.) School District, has
also been an active member of the College
community and a generous supporter. During
the 2005-06 academic year, Peg endowed
the annual Margaret A. Curry ’52 Scholarship,
which gives $1,000 to a physical education or
sport management major with financial need.
She also funded the naming of a
bedroom at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY
Cortland Alumni House to ensure support for
its upkeep.
“If I didn’t come here, I don’t know what
I would have done,” Peg said. “It gave me
more than the talents I needed for teaching,
it gave me the talents I needed for life. … This
keeps me young, and I intend to keep being
involved here.”

Within two years, he was playing in public.
In 2009, Alexander brought Muhlbock to
Cortland, where the classical pianist offered
a free, public performance in the Dowd Fine
Arts Theatre, featuring works by Mozart,
Franz Schubert and Franz Liszt. Alexander
gave a well-attended lecture in the Corey
Union Function Room, sharing many of his
unique observations, techniques and anecdotes.
“It was wonderful,” Alexander said. “I felt
really good about it. After that, I did other
lectures. By that point, I knew from the
reception of the audiences that there was
some good stuff there. And that’s when I
decided to write a book.”
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Campus Priorities
At SUNY Cortland, all that we do — and all that
we hope to become — is built around four critical
priorities.
n

We cultivate academic excellence with
student-focused programs that fully prepare
graduates for their chosen fields, ignite a
lifelong curiosity and add to the base of
understanding in a variety of disciplines.

n

We offer engaging and transformational
education experiences that take learning
beyond the classroom into the community
and across the globe.

n

Our campus is a national leader in
promoting the physical, emotional, cultural
and social well-being of both individuals
and communities.

n

We constantly strive to improve campus life
and student learning by making the most
efficient and effective use of all resources
available to us and by promoting environmental sustainability in all that we do.

Our students, faculty, staff and alumni all
embody these core values, each in their own
very individual way.

WELL-BEING

She traded an office for the outdoors
BY MICHAEL BERSANI Staff Writer

T

hree years ago, before Jennifer Miller ’08 began
her pursuit of a master’s degree in recreation
education at SUNY Cortland, she enjoyed a
successful career in online learning.
But Miller, now an outdoors educator, was not happy with
life in an office. Sometimes, she spent 10-hour days sitting in
front of a computer screen. She estimates that she gained
30 pounds because of her sedentary life at work. It wasn’t
healthy. Miller knew that she needed a lifestyle makeover, and
she turned to SUNY Cortland.
“I always had a passion for being outside and for environmental education,” Miller said. “I just needed to get involved
in trying to promote more of that education.”
Miller, 35 years old at the time with a family and a
mortgage, started working part-time towards her master’s
degree in 2009. During her second semester, she acted on an
impulse. After spending a week at the Lime Hollow Center
for Environment and Culture as a volunteer for a children’s
outdoors camp, she decided a career move needed to come
sooner rather than later.
“Being outside with the kids, it was like every sense of my
mind and my body just woke up at that moment,” Miller said.
She gave her notice to her employer the day after the
camp ended.
continued on page 21

Jennifer Miller ’08 serves as the graduate student assistant for SUNY
Cortland’s Community Bike Project, a College program that provides
free bicycle rentals for students, faculty and staff to ride around the
campus and city.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

From Scholars’ Day to Norway
BY MICHAEL BERSANI Staff Writer

B

rent Wilson, an assistant professor in the
College’s Communication Disorders and
Sciences Department, told Alyssa Riehle ’10
before the start of her junior year that he
had an independent study idea that might turn into a
Scholars’ Day presentation. It became that and much
more, eventually morphing into a research talk presented
halfway around the world.
Riehle, a speech and hearing sciences major, and Alicia
Gloede ’10 took their Alzheimer’s disease research to
Oslo, Norway, where they became the first undergraduate
students to present at the conference of the International
Clinical Phonetics and Linguistics Association (ICPLA).

The accomplishment was just one of the reasons
Riehle received a SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Student
Excellence during her senior year. The award, given to 60
SUNY Cortland students since it was created in 1997, is
the highest academic honor for students in the state’s
university system.
“She embodies academic excellence and what student
achievement is,” said Wilson, her former professor and
research advisor.
Wilson played a major role in both Riehle’s research
and the Norway trip. Not only did he provide the raw data
for Riehle and Gloede to study, but Wilson also submitted
their research abstract to the conference without their
knowledge.
The students’ research
investigated how familiarity with a person impacts
conversation. They observed
video conversations that
Wilson recorded of a
woman with dementia of
the Alzheimer’s type and
analyzed her interactions
with a familiar conversation
partner and then an unfamiliar person.
Riehle said she and
Gloede found that familiarity did not play a significant role in the woman’s
conversations. However,
they learned that the person
speaking with the woman
could guide the conversation to improve her clarity.
Alyssa Riehle ’10, center, traveled to Oslo, Norway, with Brent Wilson, an associate professor
“Our findings would
in the College’s Communication Disorders and Sciences Department, and Alicia Gloede ’10 to
have been impressive for
present undergraduate research at the conference for the International Clinical Phonetics and
Linguistics Association.
Scholars’ Day,” she said,

referring to SUNY Cortland’s annual academic event. “But
I had no idea they would turn into a presentation at an
international conference.”
Riehle and Gloede exceeded expectations in Norway.
They rubbed elbows with the world’s top leaders in communication sciences, some of whom were Wilson’s mentors.
“It was without a doubt the most amazing trip I’ve
ever taken,” Riehle said. “The people I met there are
people that I want to keep in touch with for my career.”
Riehle took her research a step further last fall by
submitting the findings for publication in the Journal of
Interactional Research and Communication Disorder.
While at SUNY Cortland, Riehle seized practically every
academic opportunity at her disposal. As a speech and
hearing science major, she was not required to participate
in the client work that is a requirement for speech and
language disabilities majors.
Yet Riehle worked with a male client anyway and
called it the most rewarding experience — outside of
presenting in Norway — of her SUNY Cortland career.
“I was able to watch him grow and improve,” she
said. “To see that, it just felt like I was helping to make a
difference in his life.”
Although Wilson considers Riehle a rare student, he said
other undergraduates in the department are following her
lead. This fall, Michaela Granato ’11 will present her research
on stuttering at a conference in San Diego, Calif., along with
Irena Vincent, her faculty advisor and an assistant professor
in communication disorders and sciences.
“These unique student experiences are what our
department is all about,” Wilson said.
Riehle’s international experience has propelled her to
Ithaca College, where she began a master’s degree in the fall.
Ultimately, she wants to work with children in an educational
or clinical setting. And she plans to present more research
and attend more conferences in the future.
“And if there’s international travel involved, I’ll look
forward to that, too,” she said.
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TRANSFORMATIONAL EDUCATION

A Mooloolaba physical education
BY JENNIFER WILSON Associate Editor

T

hings are done differently in Australia, a lesson
Jillian Marie Walsh returned with from Mooloolaba, Queensland, in late September after
having spent about three months learning the
workings of a typical Australian high school classroom.
“Many of the students, even during their free time, are
out on the oval (what Australians call their track-and-field
area) playing with different sports activities,” said Walsh, who
will graduate in December with a bachelor’s degree in physical
education and a concentration in adapted physical education.
“Whereas in America a student is more likely to sit down
and relax during breaks.”
Surfing is a favorite activity of Australian youth.
“They call them ‘water babies’ here. They are so much
more comfortable around the water.”
For their final class of the day, many Australian students
walk about a half hour or catch a ride to the beach to take
surfing as a physical education elective that promotes
lifetime fitness.
“The students are motivated and they are learning at the
same time as they are having fun,” Walsh observed.
Walsh can relate. A four-year member and secretary of
SUNY Cortland’s women’s club volleyball team, the Dean’s List
student was honored in 2011 with the Intramural Sports Scorekeeper of the Year Award.
Inside the classroom, Walsh sees vast differences in how
American and Australian students are educated.
“We get caught up in America with getting students
to pass tests, whereas in Australia the teachers’ emphasis
is more on learning life skills,” she said. “So they develop a
different relationship with their students. I don’t want to use
the word ‘laid-back,’ because that makes it sound like it’s a
bad relationship, but it’s a more relaxed relationship. It’s really
important to remember, especially when you are first starting
out as a teacher, not to stress out when a lesson doesn’t go
quite as planned. Here you learn to get over it.”

The Australian teachers say they get a peek at the
American educational system when the student teachers visit
their classrooms from the U.S.
“It’s a great relationship that develops between the host
teacher and the student teacher because, really, everyone’s
getting something out of it.
“It’s great to take everything we’ve learned at Cortland in
our past few years and use it,” said Walsh, who will complete
her student teaching requirement this fall in a Poughkeepsie,
N.Y., elementary classroom.
“You pick up pieces of the puzzle along the way, but
you really don’t get to fit the pieces of the puzzle together
until you are utilizing all those skills in your student teacher
placement.”
When Walsh first set eyes on the SUNY Cortland campus
in her senior year of high school, she was determined to find
out whether or not it was the right place to transform herself
into a model physical educator.
As a High Honor Roll student at Roy C. Ketcham High
School in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., she had envisioned learning her
chosen field at a big school where sport stadiums thronged
with massive crowds.
Then a friend who was already enrolled at Cortland gave
her a tour of the campus and introduced her to some of the
staff. That day a blizzard foreshadowed some of her experiences in Central New York.
“The facilities were amazing, the people so welcoming,
and I realized that people around me reminded me of myself,”
said Walsh.
“There is no doubt that there is diversity on the campus,
but for the most part I got a feeling that this was the school for
people basing their careers on health and fitness,” said Walsh,
a National Honors Society member in high school who when
not studying or participating in Student Council played varsity
volleyball, varsity basketball and junior varsity softball. “There
was no shortage of sweatpants and hoodies upon my arrival,
and I knew from that point there was no other school for me.”

Jillian Walsh and her fellow SUNY Cortland classmate and student
teacher, senior Justin Battino of Plainview, N.Y., visited a food
service training classroom in the new Trade Training Center at
Maroochydore High School in Queensland, Australia.

Flash forward four years to Summer 2011 and Walsh speaks
of “sunnies” not “hoodies,” referring to an essential part of
outdoor gear in Queensland. “Sunnies” are essential where
the sun’s UV rays are a challenge to the eyes of the more
fair-skinned athletes dashing around tennis courts, leaping in
the sand in doubles beach volleyball, cavorting on an “oval”
instead of a “schoolyard” or poised atop surfboards.
Life comes full circle for Walsh when the snowstorms of a
Cortland winter provide her with a lesson to impart.
“I can bring in a cultural aspect from America for them
when I teach them about snow, because most of them have
never seen snow before in their lives,” Walsh said. “It kind of
hooks them into the lesson.”

MAXIMIZING RESOURCES

Graduate sees green
BY JENNIFER WILSON Associate Editor

A

The College’s latest Green Reps coordinator, Stefan Birek ’10, points out a “No Mow Zone” located on
the edge of campus as just one example of the College’s commitment to sustainable living and the
careful husbandry of limited resources.

s SUNY Cortland students go about campus sporting the crimson school colors
on sweatshirts and sports paraphernalia, Stefan Birek ’10 dreams green.
Birek, a Master of Arts in Teaching student who earned a SUNY Cortland
bachelor’s degree in biological sciences, is the College’s latest Green Reps coordinator. In that role, he supervises a group of students charged with promoting sustainability
among their peers in campus residence halls.
“I do get paid to do this,” said Birek, 23. “However, my major is biology and I have taken
classes on environmental safety and science. At some point in my life, I will be teaching high
school students about sustainability and about global warming. So it is a personal passion of
mine as well.”
After graduation, Birek will spend two years teaching in a high-need school district to
fulfill his obligation as one of SUNY Cortland’s Robert Noyce Teacher Scholars. As an undergraduate, Birek received $12,500 from the National Science Foundation in exchange for his
teaching commitment.
SUNY Cortland’s Green Reps promote sustainability to the College’s 15 residence halls
and West Campus Apartments in exchange for a small stipend from the Residence Life and
Housing Office.
“The purpose of the Green Reps is to try to make the residents in the halls more environmentally aware of some of the problems we have with conserving energy and some of the
easy fixes for these problems,” Birek said. “It’s as easy as using a different kind of light bulb that
will save energy or simply shutting off your light when you’re not in the room.”
The “green” idea is attracting a lot of followers. Hall residents have shown an eagerness
to turn off lights and personal television sets in their rooms and join their hall mates in the
lounge to watch a show together, thus practicing a simple way to conserve energy.
However, as each new group of first-year students arrives, the process begins anew. The
Green Reps try to open newcomers’ minds to walking, carpooling, unplugging their laptops
when not using them and recycling waste in the provided bins.
The Green Reps try to make a game out of learning to reduce an individual’s — or a
college’s — carbon footprint.
continued on page 21
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VIEW FROM

the Hill
Building the future

This artist’s rendering of SUNY Cortland’s planned Student Life Center shows what the state-of-the-art facility may look like to students heading away from Broadway along Pashley Drive. On this side of the $56 million
structure, current plans call for extensive landscaping that is not pictured here. Design work will continue throughout the winter and College officials hope contractors will break ground on the project next year.

BY JENNIFER WILSON Associate Editor

C

onstruction tape still hangs on
parts of the SUNY Cortland
campus, serving as a reminder of
the dump trucks, piles of earth,
lifts, ladders and portable toilets that dotted
the landscape all summer.
The needs of the aging SUNY Cortland
campus, coupled with its enrollment growth
in recent years, have spurred some of the
most ambitious facility planning, design, and
construction and renovation projects in the
College’s long history.
When students returned to campus
for the fall semester, approximately $200
million in construction projects had just been
completed, were under way or were on the
drafting board.
The only period of campus construction
that comes close to the current volume is the
decade after 1948, when the Cortland Normal
School, then a small teacher’s college, was
dramatically expanded after being acquired
by New York state for the SUNY system, said
Jeffrey Lallas, the College’s director of facilities planning, design and construction.
After decades of little or no new facility
construction, the College administration
envisions breaking ground on a $56 million
student life center, an $18.5 million residence
hall, and a $43 million addition and renovation
project for Bowers Hall within the next year.
All of the capital improvements will be
paid for with New York State Construction
Funds or student fees.
Architects and contractors for all three
efforts will strive for the highest level of
green construction, in keeping with SUNY
Cortland’s commitment to environmental
sustainability.
College officials also are planning a $22
million facelift for Dowd Fine Arts Center’s
main and second floors. Their practice,
begun a decade ago, of renovating at least
one student residence facility annually most
recently resulted in a $7 million upgrade
of Cheney Hall, completed shortly before
students arrived on campus for the fall
semester.

The College’s commitment to use its
resources as effectively as possible and to
reduce the campus’ carbon footprint is also
contributing to the boom. Energy-efficient
windows and a more effective heating and
ventilation system were installed in the Miller
Building this summer. The campus also is
planning a $26 million upgrade of its electrical
distribution system and the replacement
of its outdated central steam plant with a
system of individual, energy-efficient boilers.
Much of the current construction work is
long overdue.
“Just to maintain the facilities at this point
requires major renovations,” Lallas explained.
The planned changes to the campus landscape include:
n

n

Student Life Center. This state-of-the-art
complex, shown in the artist’s rendering
above, would offer students a wide range
of physical and social activities, a new
dining facility and is designed to become
the new, central hub of student life. Positioned on the former Carl “Chugger” Davis
Field, it will transform an under-utilized
space, link the upper and lower sections
of SUNY Cortland’s campus and provide
healthy recreational opportunities for all
students, faculty and staff. It is intended
to be the first gold-certified Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
building in Cortland County. As such, the
center, scheduled to break ground next
year, will be among the most environmentally-friendly facilities in the region.
Residence halls. A new, $18.5 million
residence hall, scheduled to begin
construction late next spring, will add 220
beds and help the campus handle higher
numbers of enrolled students. It will be
similar to Glass Tower Hall, although a bit
larger. Located on the south end of the
residence quad, the project will require the
demolition of the annexes between Hayes
and Hendrick halls. The new residence
hall will delay for a year the renovation of
DeGroat Hall, the next student residence
building on the 10-year renovation list. This
year, Cheney Hall, a 60-year-old building,

received its first major renovation, a $7
million overhaul that added an elevator,
room for 12 more beds and a host of
modern amenities.
n

Bowers Hall. The $43 million science
building addition and related renovation
projects will begin with construction in
late fall or early winter. What is commonly
known as the museum wing will be taken
down. A new, three-story wing containing
a museum level on the first floor will be
erected in its place, along with new classrooms and laboratories. Meanwhile, the
oldest wing will be gutted and renovated.

n

Dowd Fine Arts Center. Dowd’s lower
two floors are under design for a $22
million renovation that will start next
summer. The yearlong construction
project aims to finish the work begun
years ago when the top floor was
completely renovated.

n

Miller Building. A $1.6 million renovation
project upgraded the windows and added
a more effective and energy-efficient

heating and ventilation system as well as
new boilers.
n

Electrical distribution system. The
College is planning the first phase of a
$26 million improvement to the electrical distribution system as part of a
larger project to completely upgrade
the campus infrastructure. A new and
much more powerful primary electrical substation will be constructed on
campus. Workers will replace distribution
lines, many of which date back about half
a century. The new electrical network
will increase the reliability and electrical
capacity on campus.

n

Boilers. Just as invisible to students, but
no less important to the College, is the
$12 million campus-wide satellite boiler
project, scheduled for bidding this fall.
Over a two-year period, high-efficiency
boilers will be installed in all major campus
buildings, replacing the College’s aging and
less efficient central steam plant.

Wesley Waller, right, of West Windsor, N.Y., and Dale White of Syracuse, N.Y., employees of Forno
Enterprises, work on a third-floor window of the Miller Building.
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Retirements
NANCY J. AUMANN
Nancy J. Aumann of
Cortland, N.Y., who
served SUNY Cortland
as an administrator
and educator for a
total of 12 years from
1990 to 1996 and again
since 2005, retired
June 29. She has been designated associate
provost emerita for academic affairs.
Appointed as associate provost in 2005,
Aumann was a member of the provost’s
senior executive staff. She coordinated and
supported the College’s curricular programs
and addressed curricular issues.
Since 2009, she also served as interim
associate dean of education in the College’s
School of Education, a role that supported
the dean of education.
As associate provost from 2005 to 2009,
she shepherded many new programs through
the approval process of both the SUNY
system and the State Education Department.
Her collaborative efforts resulted in the introduction of more than 100 new courses to
the College Catalog and Graduate Catalog.
She participated in the College’s General
Education (G.E.) Committee, which plans the
universal student curriculum, and chaired the
G.E. Implementation Committee. Aumann
also was involved with the creation of a
curriculum website.
She wrote seven articulation agreements
with community colleges to help students
smoothly transfer their completed course
credits when they matriculate.
Until 2009 when she took on the School
of Education duties, a number of units
reported to Aumann, including the Center for
Aging, College Writing Committee, Honors
Program, Institute for Civic Engagement and
the Institute for Disability Studies.
When the Graduate Studies Office was
closed, she became responsible for graduate
students enrolled in the School of Education,
including the more than 500 individuals
enrolled in four academic departments and
five master’s degree programs.

A native of Williamson, N.Y., Aumann
earned a bachelor’s degree in European
history from Hope College in Holland, Mich.,
and received both her master’s degree and
Ph.D. in Central European history from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. She has
studied in Austria, Germany, the Netherlands
and the Czech Republic.
Aumann first came to the SUNY Cortland
campus in 1990 as associate dean of arts and
sciences. She served as acting dean of general
education and advisement during the 1993-94
academic year before being named dean of
arts and sciences in 1995.
In 1996, she left the College to serve as
vice president and dean of the college at
Florida Southern College in Lakeland, Fla. She
returned to SUNY Cortland in 2005.
The Florida Southern College Board of
Trustees presented her with its Recognition
of Achievement in 2000. She was inducted
into Phi Alpha Theta, the national history
honorary, and Delta Phi Delta, the national
German language honorary. She was inducted
into Phi Kappa Phi and is an honorary
member of Phi Eta Sigma and Omicron Delta
Kappa. She was named to the Outstanding
Young Women of America in 1976. She has
received fellowships from both the Ford
Foundation and the Rotary International
Foundation.
She has relocated to Rochester, N.Y.

DAVID SNYDER
David Snyder of
Homer, N.Y., a
professor of sport
management who
served SUNY Cortland
for 11 years, retired on
Aug. 31. He has been
designated professor
emeritus of sport management.
Snyder joined what was then called
the Exercise Science and Sport Studies
Department in 2000, making him second
among departmental faculty members in
terms of length of service. He joined as an
associate professor and was promoted to
professor in 2007.

In 2006, he was appointed interim chair
of the College’s newly established Sport
Management Department, making him the
first person to hold that title in the history
of the SUNY system. As interim chair, he
played a critical role, along with colleague
Ted Fay, professor of sport management, in
forming the first graduate program in sport
management within SUNY.
Since joining the College, Snyder has
served as faculty advisor to the Sport
Management Club, which under his guidance
emerged as one of the largest and most
active student clubs on campus. To recognize
student achievement, he established the
Sport Management Award Ceremony, which
since its inception has featured such high
profile keynote speakers as Richard Pound,
former head of the World Anti-Doping
Agency, and Donna Lopiano, the former
director of the Women’s Sports Foundation.
In 2009-10, he received the Faculty
Connections Award, given each year by the
College to one faculty member who “goes
the extra mile” for the students. In 2005, the
students in the major honored Snyder with
an Excellence in Teaching Award in Sport
Management.
He served a three-year term as a program
reviewer for the Sport Management Program
Review Council (SMPRC), and on the editorial
boards of several professional journals.
Prior to serving at SUNY Cortland, he was
president of an international sports marketing
company headquartered in Tokyo, Japan.
He received his J.D. from the University of
Tennessee and has been licensed to practice
law in New York state since 1986.

BARBARA WISCH
Barbara Wisch, a recognized authority on
Italian art who served SUNY Cortland for 18
years, retired on Sept. 1. She has been designated professor emerita of art history.
Wisch was named a recipient of the SUNY
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching
in 1998. She joined the SUNY Cortland faculty
in 1993 and became a professor in 2000.
She was the winner of several research
awards and national fellowships. In 2007 the

National Endowment
for the Humanities
(NEH) awarded her a
yearlong fellowship
to support the
completion of her
book, Acting on Faith:
The Confraternity
of the Gonfalone in
Renaissance Rome. She is believed to be the
first SUNY Cortland professor to receive this
prestigious fellowship.
The book, published by St. Joseph’s
University Press, was collaborated with
eminent theater historian Nerida Newbigin,
chair of Italian Studies at the University of
Sydney, Australia. The University of Sydney
is a major center for the study of confraternities, medieval religious organizations
whose elaborate ceremonies were frequently
depicted in art. There, Wisch served a threemonth appointment as visiting professor of
Italian Studies.
Wisch has written numerous articles and
book reviews for publications. Her co-edited
book, Confraternities and the Visual Arts in
Renaissance Italy: Ritual, Spectacle, Image,
was the first collection of essays in any
language focusing entirely on Italian confraternal patronage of the arts. Her edited work
“All the World’s a Stage…” Art and Pageantry
in the Renaissance and Baroque was a
finalist for the 1991 Barnard Hewitt Award for
outstanding research in theatre history.
A frequent presenter at regional, national
and international conferences on Renaissance
art and spectacle, she is invited to speak
around the world. She presided over SUNY
Cortland’s chapter of the Phi Kappa Phi interdisciplinary honor society from 2009-10.
A native of Hewlett, N.Y., Wisch received
a bachelor’s degree in history of art from
Columbia University in 1970. She earned
masters and doctoral degrees in history of art
from the University of California at Berkeley
in 1975 and 1985, respectively.
Wisch will reside in New York City.

New policy bans tobacco use on campus
As part of its ongoing effort to become one
of the healthiest higher education institutions in the United States, SUNY Cortland
will become a tobacco-free campus on
Jan. 1, 2013.
“One of the College’s major institutional priorities is the health and well-being
of all members of the SUNY Cortland
community,” College President Erik J.
Bitterbaum said. “Research has proven that
one of the clearest threats to individual and
public health is posed by tobacco. With
that in mind, SUNY Cortland is pleased
to join the more than 250 campuses
nationwide that have become tobacco-free
environments.”
The new policy, developed over the
course of a year, prohibits all tobacco

use, not just smoking. Only one other
SUNY campus, Buffalo State College, has
announced a completely tobacco-free
policy.
“All forms of tobacco use pose
significant health risks, including chewing
tobacco, which can cause throat and mouth
cancer, tooth decay, gum disease and
nicotine addiction,” said Dr. Devin Coppola
of Student Health Service, co-chair of the
campus Tobacco Advisory Committee.
“SUNY Cortland is committed to
playing a national leadership role in
supporting a culture of health, fitness and
genuine respect for the well-being of all
members of the campus community.”
President Bitterbaum appointed the
advisory committee last year to research

tobacco-related practices at other institutions and to develop a tobacco-free policy
for the campus. The committee met regularly throughout the year, discussed the
issue at several campus open forums, met
with the College’s unions, and developed a
proposal.
That proposal was reviewed and
approved by the President’s Cabinet on
July 25, 2011. The full policy can be viewed
at the SUNY Cortland Tobacco-Free Policy
website.
To allow adequate time for students,
faculty and staff to prepare, the effective
date for full implementation of the
Tobacco-Free Policy will not take place until
Jan. 1, 2013. In the meantime, the campus
will offer a variety of ways to support the

SUNY Cortland community in achieving the
goal of becoming tobacco-free.
Details of the policy’s proposed implementation plan will be refined continuously
over the course of the next year.
The College’s decision to take a
comprehensive view of tobacco use is
based on the overwhelming scientific
evidence assembled by the U.S. Surgeon
General, Centers for Disease Control, Environmental Protection Agency and World
Health Organization, which demonstrates
that tobacco is a profound agent of deadly
diseases, responsible for millions of deaths
worldwide each year, both to tobacco users
and non-users.
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Hilltop
New faculty hiring sets record
SUNY Cortland began its 2011-12 academic
year with 35 new full-time faculty members,
a record number of new professors and
lecturers that demonstrates the College’s
commitment to quality student instruction.
“Obviously, this is very exciting for the
College,” President Erik J. Bitterbaum said.
“It adds new perspectives in the classroom,
which we desperately needed. … It’s nice to
have new buildings, and you’ll notice quite
a few of them being renovated and going up
in the next few years,” he said. “But it really
is the people who make a difference for us
at this College.”
In addition to the 35 new full-time faculty
members, the College this year added more
than 20 new professional staff members and
43 new classified staff members.
The College administration last year
decided to take on new faculty and staff
despite years of funding cuts from the state.
For several years, hiring was frozen on all but
essential personnel, creating staff vacancies
that were often filled by adjunct professors.
By managing its resources wisely and
prioritizing students’ needs, the College was
able to expand its base of talented personnel
in the current budget. The State University of
New York Rational Tuition Policy, which raised
SUNY tuition by $300 per student to $5,270
for the academic year, will also help SUNY
Cortland pay for the positions and maintain
its student-first focus.
Several other SUNY schools are likely to increase staffing because of the tuition increase,
but SUNY Cortland made this decision early,
and is about a year ahead of those institutions.

Students learn how to give
A class of SUNY Cortland students this fall
is being graded on how well they can give
away $10,000 in real money.
The students are enrolled in a new
course, funded by the sister of billionaire
investor Warren Buffett, that teaches them
about philanthropy by letting them donate
the funds to the local charities that they
decide are the most deserving.
As part of the course, Philanthropy and
Civic Engagement: Teaching Students How
to Give, students evaluate proposals from
a long list of local, non-profit agencies and
charities. The students then devise a fair
and effective selection process to identify
the most creative, efficient and beneficial
community organizations to support, and
determine how large a slice of the grant pie
to serve each.
The course was made possible by a
private donation from The Sunshine Lady
Foundation, Inc., which provided the $10,000
as a Learning-by-Giving grant. To date, only
about 20 other colleges or universities have
received the Learning-by-Giving grants.
Only one other SUNY campus, Binghamton
University, has received a grant.
The program is the brainchild and gift of
Doris Buffett, sister of famous hedge fund
manager and philanthropist Warren Buffett.
Doris Buffett’s program focuses on
undergraduates. She wants to introduce as
many students as possible to the power and
potential of philanthropy and to encourage
those who may not have explored this area
in their undergraduate career.
The mission of Doris Buffett’s 15-year-old
foundation reflects the mid-western values

HAPPENINGS

and no-nonsense approach to decisionmaking that she grew up with in Omaha,
Neb. Each grant is considered an investment,
and the decision to grant funds is always
based on an expected successful return.
Not one penny of the grant can be spent on
administration or, for that matter, any other
aspect of offering the course.
Political Science Professor Christopher
Latimer, the College’s associate director
of the Institute for Civic Engagement, is
teaching the class with Distinguished Service
Professor Henry Steck, who describes notfor-profit organizations as the “third sector”
of American society. Compared to the first
and second sectors — private industry and
government — non-profits are on the rise in
terms of employment potential for trained
and savvy students.

College leads obesity fight
SUNY Cortland this fall took control of a
community program aimed at fighting childhood and teenage obesity.
The College’s Center for Obesity
Research and Education (C.O.R.E.) took
charge of the HealthyNow Cortland County
Weight Loss and Healthy Living for Teens
program, a group that uses SUNY Cortland
students to teach healthy living habits to
local kids.
“There’s a real partnership between the
College and the community that meets the
collective effort to make the community
healthier,” said Philip Buckenmeyer, the
director of C.O.R.E. and chair of the College’s
Kinesiology Department.
The HealthyNow program, which started
in September 2010, offers 15-week sessions
in the fall and winter and an eight-week
session in the summer. During each session,
two interns from SUNY Cortland lead physical
activities and offer wellness advice to promote
healthy lifestyles for teens with weight
concerns.
Buckenmeyer said community partners
play a vital role. The Golden Lotus Center for
Well-Being offers yoga. The Cortland YMCA
provides free 15-week memberships for teens
and access to its pool. Central New York
Mixed Martial Arts gives self-defense
demonstrations. The list goes on.
“These partners are willing to put in time
that they aren’t paid for,” Buckenmeyer said.
He also noted the HealthyNow effort
provides unique service and research opportunities for SUNY Cortland students.
Ashley Weaver, a community health
major from Horseheads, N.Y., finished up
her SUNY Cortland course work through a
summer internship with the program. She
put in about 15 hours per week with 15 local
kids in 5th through 10th grade, trying to help
participants make a lifestyle change.
“If someone reaches out right now,
(the participants) are more likely to grab
ahold of healthy habits and carry them with
them through the rest of their lives,” she
said. “Then, hopefully, they hand them down
to their children.”
The HealthyNow program started for the
same general reason the C.O.R.E. program
launched at SUNY Cortland in 2004: to help
youth learn to gain control of their weight.
The center won a Promising Inventor Award
from SUNY Albany in its early years. Now,
Buckenmeyer wants the HealthyNow teens
to become a focus for the C.O.R.E.

Dylan Dilevo, a freshman criminology major from Selden, N.Y., studies a piece of artwork that was
part of the Post Industrial Iron exhibition in the Dowd Gallery. The exhibition, which features a
variety of cast iron and forged iron artwork from 13 different sculptors, began in late August and
ran through the middle of October.

He has submitted a grant proposal
through the Cortland Community Foundation to help offset the costs of the program.
Participants pay $30 for a 15-week session
that meets every weekday for about two
hours.
An affordable cost was imperative for
ReBecca Canzano ’02, the Cortland County
public health educator and HealthyNow
founder. When she originally researched
fitness camps for her daughter, Canzano
found a six-week program priced at $1,800.
With some help, she developed the
HealthyNow program a year ago. Eight
teens saw modest weight loss the first time
around. But the program’s effects were more
evident in attitude changes.
“The teens reported getting much more
out of the program, like improved self
esteem and overall health,” Canzano said.
Buckenmeyer said he looks forward to
seeing what HealthyNow can accomplish
in the next year. Integration of the C.O.R.E.
laboratory and testing room will be a start.
Eventually, though, Buckenmeyer said he
would like to see a weeklong fitness camp
that operates like a standard sports camp.
“What’s been done so far is a small thing
in the scope of what we can do,” he said.

AmeriCorps program
triples in size
SUNY Cortland will put 41 AmeriCorps volunteers to work in a variety of community
organizations this year — nearly tripling the
size of the successful, federally funded program run through the College’s Institute for
Civic Engagement.
The new AmeriCorps volunteers, each of
whom will spend a year in Cortland County
working to improve the community, will be
funded by a $370,068 grant recently awarded
by the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS).
Last year, SUNY Cortland received about
$154,000 and filled 14 positions.
“We are very excited to have received
this award,” said Richard Kendrick, the local
AmeriCorps project director and the director
of the SUNY Cortland Institute for Civic
Engagement. “This will mean that programs
in our community can continue that affect
the lives of hundreds of Cortland residents
in all aspects of community life, including

preschool, day care, environmental education, after-school programs, health education
and much more.”
SUNY Cortland AmeriCorps is a community-based coalition that seeks to strengthen
communities and increase civic involvement
through service. AmeriCorps members agree
to devote a full year to tutor and mentor
disadvantaged youth, operate after-school
programs, clean parks and streams, provide
health education and fill a wide range of
other community needs.
In return, full-time volunteers receive
an annual stipend of $12,100 to help with
housing and food. After completing a year
of service, they receive $5,550 to put toward
college costs.
SUNY Cortland AmeriCorps is headquartered with the SUNY Cortland Institute for
Civic Engagement in Main Street SUNY
Cortland, the College’s downtown building
at 9 Main St. It is part of the College’s effort
to play a positive role in the community
while providing potentially transformational
educational experiences for students.
SUNY Cortland this year was named to
the President’s Higher Education Community
Service Honor Roll with distinction. It was
the College’s fifth consecutive year on the
honor roll.
The SUNY Cortland AmeriCorps program this year was able to win a significant
increase in funding during a time of slashed
federal budgets because of the local program’s highly successful track record, which
won support among influential individuals
and organizations, Kendrick said.
The New York State Commission on
National and Community Service, which
distributes federal AmeriCorps funds in
New York for the Corporation for National
and Community Service, received more
than 70 AmeriCorps requests totaling nearly
$30 million this year. The commission, however, had only $16.9 million to disperse,
Kendrick said.
Kendrick thanked the commission,
SUNY Cortland AmeriCorps’ network of
community partners and the Cortland
area’s congressional delegation, particularly
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand and Rep. Richard
Hanna, for supporting Cortland’s efforts.
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Celebrity nutritionist helps
plan campus meals
Best-selling author and Fitness magazine’s
nutrition expert Dawn Jackson Blatner has
begun working with the executive chefs
from Auxiliary Services Corporation (ASC),
SUNY Cortland’s campus-based, not-forprofit dining service provider, to create a
more nutritious and appealing dining experience on campus.
The new meal options created by Blatner
are available in Neubig Hall, the College’s
largest dining facility, at the “In Balance”
station. They will be a focal point at the new
Student Life Center upon its opening.
Blatner authored the best seller,
The Flexitarian Diet, and contributed her
nutrition knowledge to the “Dr.Oz Show,”
“Dateline,” Newsweek and WebMD. She also
is the nutrition consultant to Major League
Baseball’s Chicago Cubs. A regular blogger
for USA Today and the Huffington Post,
Blatner recently received the honor of the
2011 Remarkable Woman Award from Lifetime Television for her achievements in the
field of nutrition.
The “flexitarian” diet that Blatner has
introduced is an eating plan that focuses
on eating more plant-based meals and less
meat through gradual and realistic changes.
Through the fall semester, Blatner will meet
with ASC staff to plan healthier ingredients
for the dining service provider’s recipes.
This January, Blatner will conduct a
“Cooking Boot Camp” for ASC managers,
chefs and food preparers, where they will
learn to prepare new recipes with more
nutritious ingredients.
Blatner will visit the campus for the
opening of the Student Life Center in 2014.
She will offer cooking demonstrations and
serve as a keynote speaker at the ribboncutting ceremony. The new Student Life
Center is aimed to encourage and implement
healthier lifestyles, which includes Blatner’s
innovative approach to healthy eating.

Students help flood victims
When a devastating flood destroyed hundreds of homes and displaced thousands of
people in and around Binghamton, N.Y., six
student members of SUNY Cortland’s Emergency Medical Services jumped into action.

They worked for 30 consecutive hours at
the Binghamton University Events Center,
about an hour’s drive away, where a makeshift hospital was set up for more than 800
critical patients.
The students included Austin Glickman,
of Long Beach, N.Y.; Matthew Green, of
Commack, N.Y.; Sean Jolliff, of Copenhagen,
N.Y.; Rebecca Schwartzman, of Katonah,
N.Y.; Katharine Warszycki, of Huntington,
N.Y.; and Alexander Watkins, of East Syracuse, N.Y. They helped rescue crews from
the American Red Cross, the National Guard
and other SUNY institutions look after more
than 2,000 evacuees.
Glickman, a campus emergency medical
technician for close to three years, said the
group transported critical patients from local
hospitals to the Events Center, aided sick or
wounded evacuees and tended to emergencies that occurred on Binghamton University’s campus Saturday night.
SUNY Cortland’s Emergency Medical
Services is a non-transporting agency, meaning that it does not provide transportation
to hospitals, and is staffed by student volunteers 24 hours a day, seven days a week
while classes are in session. Its student volunteers are highly qualified in basic life support
skills and there is at least one certified New
York state emergency medical technician
with each crew at all times.
Glickman said it was not a coincidence
that the College’s campus rescue crew
answered a call for service near the 10th
anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.
He grew up 30 miles away from where the
World Trade Center once stood and has
served as a volunteer firefighter for four
years.
“Knowing it was Sept. 11, it felt right
knowing that we were helping others,”
he said.

Social media enhances
College community
SUNY Cortland students, faculty and staff
are increasingly using the College’s official
social media platforms to stay current on
campus news, learn about campus events,
ask questions of the administration and
connect with each other.
The College saw a major climb in its
Facebook and Twitter followings during the

John Carlisle, a junior history major and a member of SUNY Cortland’s ROTC program, raises a
candle during a 10-year anniversary remembrance of the people killed in the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks, including seven SUNY Cortland alumni. An estimated 200 students attended the hourlong, emotional ceremony held on the steps outside of Corey Union.

SUNY Cortland’s 58-member Campus Rescue squad puts service above self; both on campus and
off. The team is led by, from the left, Chief Rebecca Schwartzman, former Chief Austin Glickman and
Assistant Chief Matthew Green.

2010-11 academic year. The number of weekly
active users of the College’s main Facebook
page — people who interacted with or
viewed it at least once a week — jumped
from 272 in July 2010 to 1,854 by the end of
June 2011. That represents a seven-fold increase.
“Overall, we saw more of a buzz on our
social media sites this past year, particularly
on Facebook,” said Michelle Cryan, the
College’s web communications manager.
Participation on SUNY Cortland’s main
Facebook page wasn’t limited to prospective
and current students, Cryan said. The conversation included alumni and local community
members, too.
“When someone wants information,
whether they’re a student or an alumnus,
they’re going to look for it in a way that’s
convenient for them,” Cryan said. “For a lot
of people, social media is the most convenient way.”
Jillian Tucker, a senior admissions officer
at SUNY Cortland, frequently contributes to
the College’s Facebook page when students
pose questions related to admissions. She
likes to see different students join the conversation and attempt to answer the questions of their peers.
“I have found that sometimes it’s best
to wait a little before responding because
other current or even prospective students
tend to chime in with the answers,” Tucker

said. “I monitor the page and respond where
needed, but oftentimes the students kind of
take it and run with it.”
In addition to answering questions
promptly and accurately on Facebook and
Twitter, College staff published more news
items, photography, and video content on
both platforms.
Graduates of all ages have been very
active on the SUNY Cortland Alumni Association Facebook page, which runs contests,
poses trivia questions and engages alumni
“friends” in conversations related to their
alma mater.
Feedback, which includes the number of
“likes” and comments related to Facebook
news stories, more than doubled in 2010-11
from the previous academic year. The increased feedback indicates that Collegerelated news is catching the attention of
SUNY Cortland Facebook fans.
“We always want our Facebook page to
be a fun way for people who are interested
in the College to connect,” Cryan said. “We
want it to be cool and we want it to be
engaging.”
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Class Notes
HOW TO SEND CLASS NOTES

We enjoy hearing from you and encourage you to continue sending us
your news. Please use our online form, available at www.cortland.edu/
alumniupdate. Those without Internet access should send information
to the Alumni Affairs Office, SUNY Cortland, P.O. Box 2000, Cortland,
NY 13045. The copy deadline for the spring Columns edition is Feb. 1.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please withhold written submissions announcing your important life
accomplishments until after the fact, when we will gladly report your
promotion, marriage, new baby, etc. For weddings, please include the
date, city and state, spouse’s full name and pre-marital last name. For
births, kindly include the exact date of birth.

WEDDING PHOTOS AND OTHER IMAGE POLICIES

Given the volume of photos and electronic images submitted to us,
not all material can be used. We may choose not to include blurry,
‘pixilated,’ or grainy submissions and we are unable to use PDFs, images
embedded in text files and previously printed news and magazine
clippings. Please adjust digital cameras to the highest quality setting in
order to meet our minimum size standard of 1 MB (megabyte) for small
portraits and 3 MB (megabytes) for group shots.
We reserve the right to select wedding images for publication
based on available space, photo quality, timeliness and the number of
Cortland graduates shown in the photo. Please send your photos when
announcing your wedding, as we will not publish a photo for nuptials
previously announced in Columns.

ALUMNI REUNION 2012

Classes, beginning with their 25-year reunion, are invited to celebrate
Reunion every five years. Reunion classes will gather together July 13 to
15, 2012, on the SUNY Cortland campus. Special reunion celebrations
for 2012 include the Classes of 1947, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982
and 1987. We also are excited to welcome sisters of Alpha Sigma Alpha/
Alpha Sigma, brothers of Gamma Phi Eta/Gamma Sigma/Gamma Tau
Sigma, and members of the Half Century Club (Class of ’62 and earlier).
The Alumni Affairs Office reminds everyone that Reunion is open to all
SUNY Cortland alumni regardless of graduation year. Alumni who are
not members of a 2012 Reunion class or group may request a registration packet by calling the Alumni Affairs Office at (607) 753-2516.

1947

1960

REUNION 2012

Barbara “Bobbie” Kilian
Bernstein, who earned her wings as
an “Angel of the Outfield,” resides in
South Pasadena, Fla., and not Boca
Ciega, Fla., as was incorrectly stated in
the summer 2011 Class Notes section.
The editors sincerely regret the error.
A local paper bestowed the heavenly
title upon Barbara when she helped
out a high school athlete by donating
$1,000 to restore his lost baseball
equipment.

1952
REUNION 2012

1953
The Zonta Club of Cortland
honored Norma Young Rhodes with
a Women of Achievement Award on
May 1 in Solon, N.Y. The recognition
is reserved for outstanding women
who work for the betterment of the
community, especially the causes of
women and children. Norma retired
from Homer Elementary School after
teaching for 30 years. A member of
St. Mary’s Church in Cortland, she
sang in the choir for 33 years and has
headed the Social Justice Cluster,
an ecumenical group that works
for change. She was active in the
Elizabeth Brewster House Board of
Trustees and the Salvation Army
Board for many years. Recently, she
joined the League of Women Voters.
A fellow alumna, Katherine Emerich
Compagni ’68, also received a
Women of Achievement Award at
the same May 1 ceremony.

1957
REUNION 2012

For the past 35 years, members of Gamma Tau Sigma fraternity, together with their wives and children, have been participating
in annual reunions involving activities such as camping, skiing, water sports and strengthening relationships that were begun at
Cortland, observed Barry Lipsius ’63. In July, they met again on the shores of Lake Champlain. Seated, from the left, are Deanne
Sirkin Lipsius ’63 and Vincent “Vinnie” D’Esposito ’62; and, standing, are Jayne-Ann and Vincent “Vinnie” Guido ’62,
Barry, Christine Johnson Zigrossi ’66, “Admiral” Richard “Dick” Perry ’60, Marilyn Gordon Gundersheim ’64 and Julius
Gundersheim ’61.

Charles “Scott” Sampson, who
died in 2005, was honored as a local
hero when the Sampson Veterans
Memorial Cemetery was dedicated
on July 30 during a morning ceremony
at the cemetery in Romulus, N.Y.,
the Daily Messenger reported. The
cemetery is named in memory of
Spanish-American War hero William
T. Sampson. Charles Sampson was
education director at the Seneca
Army Depot until his retirement in
1993, and he served as a U.S. deputy
game warden for 10 years and as a
state hunter safety instructor for
more than 45 years. Drafted into the
Army in 1963, he served throughout
Europe and the Pacific Ocean area.
He rose to the rank of sergeant E-5
while in Germany and earned the
Good Conduct Medal. In 1965, he
left active duty and enlisted in the
Army Reserves, in which he served
until 1969. Scott’s wife, Mary Lee
Hendrickson Sampson ’66, said
the family is presently researching
whether her husband was related to
the cemetery’s namesake.

The inaugural Class of 1955 “mini-reunion” was held from July 19 to 22 at the Red
Roof Inn in Queensbury, N.Y., writes Rosa “Rosie” LaSorte Rich. The 10 alumni and
three guests made daily excursions to destinations including Prospect Mountain,
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., Saratoga Battlefield State Park and the Saratoga Resort. They
are shown enjoying a lunch cruise on Lake George. Present were, first row from the
left: Catherine Panto Welner, Marilyn Knowles Dixon, Carol Kelley, Doris Klinger
Masten and Ron Blau; second row: Robert Lewis, Trudy Addicks Sortino, Ann
Murtagh Rogers, Carol Uter Tanner and Connie Salisbury Tilroe; and third row:
Joe Sortino, Ted Rogers and Rosie.

1962

1968

REUNION 2012

The Zonta Club of Cortland
honored Katherine Emerich
Compagni with a Women of
Achievement Award on May 1 in
Solon, N.Y. The recognition is reserved
for outstanding women who work
for the betterment of the community, especially the causes of women
and children. Katherine, a teacher
for 30 years, retired from Ithaca
College as an assistant professor in
the writing department. A member of
SUNY Cortland’s College Council and
former Cortland College Foundation
Board member, she also served on
the Cortland Memorial Hospital
Foundation Board of Directors and
the Zonta Club of Cortland. She
served on the YWCA’s Board of
Directors for seven years, heading the
board for two years and chairing its
capital campaign steering committee.
A fellow alumna, Norma Young
Rhodes ’53, also received a Women of
Achievement Award at the ceremony.

1963
Richard “Dick” Fiorentini ’63,
M ’66 of Baltimore, Md., is alive and
well, although he was incorrectly
listed in the “In Memoriam” section
of the Summer 2011 Columns. The
editors sincerely regret the error.
Dick was named counselor emeritus
during a distinguished ceremony at
the Community College of Baltimore
County on May 20, 2010. The Emeritus
Status award is an honor bestowed
on retired faculty and professional
CCBC employees. This honor is given
in recognition of outstanding scholarship, exemplary service to the college
or work with the students. Emeritus
appointments continue during the
life of the recipient. Dick joined the
faculty of Essex Community College
in Baltimore, Md., where he worked
as a career counselor, coordinator of
career planning, special assistant in
continuing education, acting registrar and assistant baseball coach. He
achieved full professor rank in 1980
and retired as director of job placement in 1996. Previously, he received
his master’s degree in counseling in
1969 from California State University,
Los Angeles. He had taught seventh
and eighth grade in New York state,
including in the Homer School District,
where he taught American history.
Dick coached football and baseball
from 1963 to 1968. After he graduated
from Cortland High School in 1956,
Dick served in the U.S. Navy from 1956
to 1959. He was an excellent outfielder
for the Red Dragons during his undergraduate days at SUNY Cortland.
Dick’s daughters, Lorrene Moore and
Shelly White, both live with their
families in the Cortland area.

1967
REUNION 2012

1969
Thomas Moore recently hosted
a Florida Flats Fishing Tournament to
celebrate a TopGun reunion weekend
for former members of the Navy
Fighter Weapons School. He is in
the initial stages of planning a winter
tournament.
Nelson Neal has joined
Marywood University in Scranton,
Pa., as associate professor of
physical education and health. He
teaches methods courses and supervises student teachers. Nelson was
awarded a grant from Marywood
to study the effects of “improving
academic test scores and reducing
obesity in young adults through a
program of physical activity” for the
2011-12 academic year. An educator for
more than 30 years, Nelson continues
to give presentations at national
conferences and have his research
published in peer-reviewed journals.

19

FALL 2011   C O L U M N S

her husband, Rhett. The success of
their business model earned them a
speaking engagement at Wilmington
College in Ohio along with the institution’s 2007 Ralph J. Stolle Award for
Distinguished Entrepreneurs. Their
operation also is used as a case study
in a textbook by Annie McKee, titled
Management, A Focus on Leaders.
The fitness center Kathleen manages
specializes in preparing competition
bodybuilders, such as herself and
Rhett. The couple has opened an
e-store for fitness apparel and
equipment.
Several former classmates reunited in July in Tampa, Fla. Present, from the left, were
Lynn Kiehnle Billi ’81, Karen Vogel Morey ’81, Patricia “Patty” Rabasca Antonelli ’81
and Meg Bazukiewicz Lewis ’80. Karen was relocating her family from Switzerland
to Singapore the next month, Lynn told Columns. “After 30 years, we are all still
enjoying fond memories of our good times,” Lynn said. “We hope to all make the
35th reunion in five years.”

1971
Nancy Ifflander Loffredo let
us know that her daughter, Laura
Stevens, is married and living in
Hamburg, N.Y. Her son, Jason, is
married and lives in Irondequoit, N.Y.

1972
REUNION 2012

1982
REUNION 2012

1984
In May, John Pietkiewicz earned
a master’s degree in education with a
concentration in special education
from New England College in
Henniker, N.H.

1974

1985

Joseph Sposato retired after 36
years of teaching and coaching at
Waterloo (N.Y.) High School in August
2010. He had served from 1990-2010
as director of athletics and coached
boys basketball for 28 years. Joseph
also coached varsity baseball from
1980 through 1989. He continues as
scheduling coordinator for the Finger
Lakes League and as a member of the
Section V Athletic Council.

The town of Hillsboro, Texas, has
a population of only 8,000 residents,
but 1,000 of them — approximately
20 percent — have memberships in
the 10-year-old R&R Health and Fitness
Center, owned by former economics
major Kathleen Koster-Reddell and

1987
REUNION 2012

1989
Yusen Logistics hired Douglas
Granger as director of capacity
procurement and intermodal equipment management, the Journal of
Commerce Online announced April
27. Doug, who has more than 20
years of experience in the logistics
business, is responsible for enhancing
the company’s capacity procurement
process across a number of service
lines, including trucking, port drayage,
intermodal rail, less-than-truckload,
air freight and small package. For five
years before joining Yusen Logistics,
Doug directed global sourcing for
Penske Logistics. Previously, he held
positions with The Hub Group and
Eastman Chemical. Yusen Logistics
(Americas) was introduced earlier this
month as the new brand name for the
combined logistics operations of NYK
Logistics (Americas) and Yusen Air &
Sea Service (U.S.).

1977

Elizabeth “Liz” Freer Brush ’89, M ’97 recently visited Hannover, Germany, to
umpire the U19 Women’s Lacrosse World Cup, representing the U.S. The former
field hockey and lacrosse player at SUNY Cortland currently umpires both sports.
She lives in Maryland.

REUNION 2012
Debra Jones Hartley ’77, M ’00
retired in June after 33 years of service
to Broome Developmental Center.
The recreation therapist currently is
the head coach for the Johnson City
High School girls swimming and diving
team. She recently recalled landing her
first job the year she graduated from
Cortland as aquatics director at the
Binghamton YMCA. “My undergraduate education in physical education
and master’s degree in physical education with a concentration in adaptive
physical education has really paid off,”
she said. “My educational backgroud
has allowed me to pursue a wonderful
work life. The last statement I can
make is that SUNY Cortland provided
me with the best five years in my life.
Would I do it again? Sure.” Debra is
married with two sons.

Retired social studies teacher and Town of Homer,
N.Y., historian Martin Sweeney ’68 wrote a book,
Lincoln’s Gift From Homer, New York: A Painter,
an Editor, and a Detective, that was released
in August by McFarland & Company, Inc. “This
meticulously researched study sheds light on
the leaders of the Homer community and the
way many of its citizens were involved in intersecting events that became Civil War history,”
wrote Eleanor Stoddard, a reviewer and the granddaughter of William O. Stoddard, one of the three principals in the
historical work. During 2009, Martin and Marathon High School
art teacher David Quinlan ’81 co-chaired “Homer’s Celebration of
Lincoln in Paint & Print,” a series of events marking the bicentennial
of the birth of Lincoln and informing the public of Homer’s connection to Lincoln through three native sons. At that time, Dave painted
a portrait of Lincoln, titled “The First Reading of the Emancipation
Proclamation Before the Cabinet,” which he donated to the SUNY
Cortland Alumni Association to be placed on the second floor of the
Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House. The Lincoln celebration committee had received permission from the Abraham Lincoln
Bicentennial Celebration Commission in Washington, D.C., to organize
celebratory events in Homer, N.Y., for May 2009, and arranged for one
of the country’s foremost Lincoln scholars, Harold Holzer, to speak.
Their collaboration was the focus of a feature story in the alumni
online newsletter Moments. Sweeney, who writes frequently for local
newspapers, is a member of the Lincoln Forum of Gettysburg.
A second novel by Robert Leahy ’69, The
Feathered Serpent: Pearl’s Necklace, was released
in 2010 and is available on Amazon.com. A
professor in the Department of Teacher Education
at Stetson University in DeLand, Fla., since 1989,
Robert wrote his first novel in 2009, Roof Over
Love & Lust. His 2009 book Authentic Educating
(University Press of America), can be found in more
than 150 libraries worldwide. Videos about his
educational theory are shown worldwide, and almost 5,000 people
have taken his Educational Philosophy Inventory (EPI). He was invited
to present about his book at the Oxford Round Table at Oxford
University. Robert has a master’s degree in counseling from the
University of Vermont and a doctorate in the philosophy of education from Cornell University. He played professional soccer with the
Syracuse Scorpions in 1969 and has taught for many years. He was
selected to Cambridge University’s Men of Achievement and is listed
in Who’s Who in American Education and Who’s Who in America.
Alexander Barnes ’80 is the author of In a Strange
Land: the American Occupation of Germany
1918-1923, published recently by Schiffer Publishing
and available on Amazon.com. The text offers an
in-depth history of the U.S. Army’s occupation of
the German Rhineland after the First World War. A
force that started with more than a quarter million
American soldiers and Marines in December 1918
was reduced in size to a mere 1,000 soldiers by
January 1923, according to Alexander. He asserts that the impact of
service in this force on American military history is immeasurable as
many of America’s military leaders in World War II served together
during this occupation. The book examines German political unrest,
nation building requirements and civil affairs operations of the period
and includes more than 600 photographs of the participants and their
artifacts.

1976
Patricia Greis Summers operates
the Vocational Rehab and Counseling
Center in Kent, Va. Her company helps
accident victims and people injured
on the job get access to rehabilitation
services and longterm care planning.
She also serves as a consultant to job
seekers, students preparing college
goals essays, and individuals in need
of personality and interest inventory
testing and interpretations. Patricia
serves clients in Virginia, North Carolina,
Washington, D.C., and Maryland.

ALUMNI IN PRINT

Paul Alexander ’82, assistant head coach for the
Cincinnati Bengals, shares what he’s learned about
teaching and maximizing performance as the
student of a classical concert pianist in his book,
Perform. Paul, who has used many of those lessons
to help professional football players, finds lots of
common ground between top performers on the
athletic field and their counterparts in the concert
hall. He hopes the self-published volume will help
athletes, musicians, coaches, teachers and anyone else interested in
achieving high-performance goals. The book is available through Paul’s
website, www.perform-coach.com, and through Amazon.com.
James Berti ’99 recently co-edited a book titled Rush and
Philosophy: Heart and Mind United, which examines the music and
lyrics of the progressive rock trio, Rush. Open Court has published the
book as part of the Popular Culture Series.

Friends met at a mini-reunion this past summer in Connecticut, shared Kathleen
“Kathy” Shade Lynch ’77. Present were Lynn Benjamin Boettger ’76, Ralph
Boettger ’77, Kathy, Brian Lynch ’77 and Lisa McDonald Livigne ’77. Lynn, Ralph and
Lisa were visiting the Lynchs, from Ithaca, N.Y., and on the day of the photo enjoyed
a softball game featuring the couple’s daughter.
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1990
During late June and early July,
Kevin Conley served on the medical
staff for Team USA at the Special
Olymics World Summer Games
in Athens, Greece. He was one of
four athletic trainers who, along
with two physicians, served more
than 400 athletes. Kevin is the assistant dean for undergraduate studies
and program director for athletic
training education in the University
of Pittsburgh’s School of Health and
Rehabilitation Sciences.

1996
Angela “Angie” Lynn Wagner
Nichols was named the Teacher of
the Year for Green Pines Elementary
School in the Rockwood School
District in Wildwood, Mo., for the
2010-11 school year.

2006
Adam Lis now oversees the
Sarasota, Fla., territory for U.S.
Healthworks Medical Group, and
continues as regional account
manager in Bradenton, Fla.

2007
Daniel Eckstein joined the
U.S. Army and began basic training
in November 2010 at Fort Leonard
Wood, Mo. He is training as a combat
engineer.

2010
Morgan Burk is an assistant girls
lacrosse coach for Mt. Sinai (N.Y.) High
School. She traveled with her team to
Cortland in June to compete for the
Class C State Championship.

Three SUNY Cortland graduates are now co-workers with Tracy Giancola
Carbone ’91 at Rocky River Elementary School in Monroe, N.C. Pictured, from
the left, is Elizabeth Falvey Griffin ’99, Adam Haas ’07 and Tracy.

Thomas Daley ’90 has been named a
vice president of Gannett Fleming, Inc.,
a global infrastructure firm focused
on planning, design, technology and
construction management services
for the transportation, environmental,
water and facilities industries. Tom,
a senior project manager who is
responsible for managing the New
England Transportation Practice, has
worked five years with the company.
He supervises a staff of engineers and
drafters in the preparation of contract
proposals and documents for highway,
bridge, civil and transportation-related
projects. He also is responsible for
the administration and management
of Gannett Fleming’s Newton, Mass.,
office. He has a bachelor of science in
civil and environmental engineering
from Clarkson University and is a
registered professional engineer in
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and Vermont. A resident
of Marshfield, Mass., Tom also is a
member of the American Society of
Civil Engineers.

Former Union College head coach
Nathan “Nate” Leaman ’97 was
awarded the 61st Spencer Penrose
Award, given annually to the NCAA
Division I Men’s Ice Hockey Coach of
the Year. Nate led the Dutchmen to a
program-best 26 wins, their first-ever
regular-season ECAC title and NCAA
Division I tournament appearance. He
played four seasons at Cortland, from
1993-97, and still ranks 18th in career
scoring for the Red Dragons with 85
points on 28 goals and 57 assists. The
Spencer Penrose Award is named in
honor of the former Colorado Springs,
Colo., benefactor who built the
Broadmoor Hotel Complex, site of the
first 10 NCAA hockey championships.
Nate has since become head coach at
Providence College.

Jonathon Rufa ’05 and Kaitlyn Pickford ’06 were married on Aug. 21, 2010, in East Patchogue, N.Y. The wedding guests included,
seated from the left: Christina Evans ’06, Angela Brunner ’06, Brittany Schwartz ’06 and Nicole Andersen Vilari ’06; and
standing: James Baranishyn ’05, Joe Swatland ’06, Christopher Pohlman ’06, William Lipe ’06, Kaitlyn, Jonathon, Glenn
Odebralski ’06, Tyler King ’05, Matthew Eldredge ’08 and Adam Jines ’05. Jonathon teaches in the Half Hollow Hills School
District and Kaitlyn is employed by the New York State Unified Court System. The couple currently resides in Suffolk County.

Eleven alumni, all of whom serve nationally for the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA),
gathered recently at the New York Yankees Spring Training Facility in Tampa, Fla., during the NJCAA
annual meeting. Present, in the front row from the left, were: Matthew Hazzard ’04, Major League
Baseball Players Alumni Association, Jeffrey Wiley ’90 of Jefferson Community College, N.Y., Region 3
men’s director, and Gary Broadhurst ’77, Mohawk Valley Community College, N.Y., Region 3 women’s
assistant director. In the middle row are Scott Barlow ’91, Lakeland Community College, Ohio Region 12
women’s director, Ronald Case ’74, M ’79, Gloucester County College, N.J. Region 19 women’s director,
Kathleen Feldman ’77 Alfred State College, N.Y. Region 3 women’s director, Stephanie Geidel Hazzard ’04
of the NJCAA headquarters and director of championship events, Michael “Mick” McDaniel ’94
Tompkins-Cortland Community College, N.Y. men’s 2nd vice president, Donald Dutcher M ’97, C.A.S. ’04
Herkimer County Community College, N.Y. Region 3. In the back row are John Jackson ’74, Dean College
in Massachusetts, Region 21 men’s director, and Christopher DePew ’91, Sullivan County Community
College, N.Y. Region 15 assistant men’s director.

Krystal Hills ’07 and Ryan Poplawski ’07 exchanged wedding vows on Saturday, July 16, in Batavia, N.Y.
Attending, in the front row from the left, were: Kara Lewandowski ’08, Katherine Murphy ’08, Jennifer
Murphy ’08, Ryan, Krystal, Meghan Nulty Stearns ’07, Richard Stearns, Rosemary Gregory ’07, Brandon
Fisher; and back row: Ryan Hewitt ’07 and Ryan Fries ’08. The couple reside in Fuquay-Varina, N.C. Krystal
teaches first grade and Ryan teaches elementary physical education in Harnett County, N.C.
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Marriages
Jonathon Rufa ’05 to Kaitlyn Pickford ’06 on Aug. 21, 2010, in East
Patchogue, N.Y.
Krystal Hills ’07 to Ryan Poplawski ’07 on July 16 in Batavia, N.Y.
Ryan Koziol ’07 to Christina Saltarella ’07 on Aug. 14 in Garden City, N.Y.
Kate Yaun ’07 to John Giametta, Jr. ’08 on July 16 in Bloomingburg, N.Y.

Campus Priorities

continued

Births
Jennifer Hill Woody ’03 and Jonathan Woody ’06, a son, Jackson Allen, on
April 2.

In Memoriam*
Bernita Bettinger Bennett ’34
Norma Jean Wargo Thompson ’47
John “Jack” Kobuskie ’48
Ernest Luongo ’48, M ’58
Clyde Eidens ’49
Frederick Shafer ’56

Floyd Leland Cole ’57
Ingrid Lau Gaus ’63
Michael Warwick ’63
Leonard Schlacter ’72
Bette Schneider ’77

* Richard “Dick” Fiorentini ’63, M ’66 was incorrectly reported to have
passed away in the summer 2011 edition of Columns. The editors sincerely
regret the error. Alumni are welcome to find out how Dick is doing under
the Class Notes listings for 1963.

Obituaries
EMILIO LOPEZ-ARIAS
Emilio Lopez-Arias of Ithaca, N.Y.,
who had served the College since
Spring 2010, died on Sept. 2.
A Spanish lecturer in the
College’s Modern Languages
Department, he was 54 years
old.
Lopez-Arias also served as
a lecturer on modern languages
and literatures at Ithaca College,
reported The Ithacan, the
College’s newspaper. A native
of Spain, Lopez-Arias began at
Ithaca College in 2009, joining
his brother Julio, who is also a
faculty member there.
Emilio Lopez-Arias is
survived by his wife, Elena
Elinova of Ithaca.

MICHAEL WARWICK ’63
Michael Warwick ’63 of Rome,
N.Y., a part-time lecturer and
physical education student
teaching supervisor at SUNY
Cortland for five years, died on
Aug. 11.
Following graduation from
SUNY Cortland, he taught
elementary physical education
until his retirement in 1998.
He coached varsity lacrosse
at Rome Free Academy and
modified football at Lyndon H.
Strough Middle School for many
years.
He is survived by his wife,
Elizabeth Warwick M ’00, three
children and several grandchildren.
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Jennifer Miller ’08, the College’s graduate assistant for its Community Bikes Project, takes a moment to relax on the lawn at
the City of Cortland Waterworks.

Miller

continued from page 12
“She inspires me in her passion for things,” said
Lynn Anderson, a professor in the Recreation, Parks
and Leisure Studies Department. “I think any time
somebody is brave enough to take that step to say:
‘I want to change my life to what I dreamed about’
versus just getting by, it’s remarkable to me.”
Miller has flourished in SUNY Cortland’s
Recreation, Parks and Leisure Studies Department. She
embodies the campus’ commitment to well-being
through her participation with the Community Bike
Project, a College program in its seventh year that
provides free use of refurbished bikes for students,
faculty and staff to ride around the community.
Miller jumped at the chance to obtain the graduate
student assistantship that the bike project offers. Her
stipend does not match the paycheck she used to
earn. But support from her husband and two teenage
children plus the experience of promoting a campus
effort that underlines both physical wellness and environmental responsibility fill the void created during her
time in an office setting.
Miller looks forward to starting her own outdoor
education program for children after she graduates
in the spring. Her business venture, dubbed Outdoor
Transformations, will introduce children to wilderness

Birek

continued from page 13
“I’ll hold meetings with the Green Reps to coordinate a collaborative effort for some sustainable
activity in the halls,” Birek said. “We’ll post a sign, ‘We’re
going to have a blackout at such and such a date and
time. Come down to the lounge for some fun or
outdoors for a planned activity.’ And those who wish
can do so. I think the blackouts are the most popular
activity. It’s up to the Green Reps to try to get as much
of a turnout as possible.”
One group of West Campus Apartments students
made some green by being green. In this competitive
challenge, these residents won a small refund on their
housing bill by saving the most on electricity costs.

adventures locally near the Lime Hollow Center and
farther away in the Adirondack region. She plans
to offer an array of programs, from day camps to
weeklong backpacking trips. And she wants to recruit
SUNY Cortland students as educators so that they can
obtain the hands-on experience that has proved vital in
her own career path.
“I want this to be the catalyst for children so that
they can grow under a positive light,” she said.
Anderson said Miller’s vision rivals that of prominent alumni who succeeded in their careers such as
Thomas Goodale ’61 and Geoffrey C. Godbey ’64. Both
are renowned writers and professors emeriti in the
parks and recreation field.
“So many alumni go on to do truly great things in
the field,” Anderson said. “To have people out there that
are providing parks and programs for youth, it’s part of a
larger societal effort to stay true to well-being.”
The combination of Miller’s experiences at SUNY
Cortland and her unwavering commitment to outdoor
education points to success in the field. Certainly, she
will have succeeded in liberating herself from a suffocating job in favor of a challenging and rewarding
career path.
“She was bold to go after a dream that kept
nagging at her, especially with a really solid career,”
Anderson said. “Although it shouldn’t surprise anyone
when she finds success with what she is doing.
“Everything she does, she does it well.”

“I think the most creative idea was when a student
demonstrated to everyone how to make coasters
out of used magazines,” Birek said. “They were very
decorative.”
Ralph Carrasquillo, director of residence life and
housing, noted that the efforts of Birek and his Green
Reps save the College a tremendous amount of energy
expense. Because they are so effective at maximizing
the College’s resources, the team was tapped to serve
on a focus group to fill a newly created energy manager
position.
Birek believes that institutions of higher education
play a key role in promoting efforts to save the planet’s
resources.
“I think if this college sets an example, the other
colleges will go along as well.”
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Red Dragon Athletics experiences exciting and successful spring
BY FRAN ELIA Sports Information Director
DARL ZEHR PHOTOGRAPHY

SUNY Cortland’s athletic teams once
again ranked among the best in the
nation during the 2011 spring season.
The women’s lacrosse, softball,
baseball and men’s lacrosse squads
each finished in the top 10 nationally,
while both track and field teams
boasted an All-America performer.
The strong spring campaigns allowed Cortland athletics
to finish 16th of more than 400 schools in the 2010-11 Learfield
Directors’ Cup Division III standings. The competition
measures all-around athletic excellence based on national
playoff finishes. Cortland is one of only five schools nationally
to finish in the top 20 each of the 16 years that standings have
been compiled on the Division III level. Cortland also won the
State University of New York Athletic Conference (SUNYAC)
Commissioner’s Cup for overall athletic accomplishment for
the 14th time in the last 15 years.

Women’s lacrosse team
plays in Final Four

The Cortland women’s lacrosse team made a strong run at a
national title in 2011 under third-year head coach Kathy Taylor.
The Red Dragons won a school-record 21 games, including
a school-best 19 in a row, before losing 13-11 to eventual
champion Gettysburg in the NCAA Division III semifinals.
Cortland cruised to its 13th SUNYAC crown by winning
its two conference tournament games by a combined 37-14
margin. The Red Dragons opened their 15th NCAA tournament appearance with home wins over Keene State, 21-3,
and Tufts, 13-7, then avenged a 2010 NCAA loss to Colby by
crushing the Mules, 15-4, at home in the national quarterfinals
to earn its second Final Four showing since 2006.
Junior midfielder Lindsay Abbott of South Onondaga, N.Y.
and sophomore midfielder Maria Di Fato of Camillus, N.Y.,
earned All-America honors for the 21-2 Red Dragons. Abbott,
the Division III national Midfielder of the Year, recorded 62
goals and a national-best 76 assists for 138 points. She broke
the previous school single-season point record by 30 and the
previous assist record by 34. Di Fato scored a team-high 67
goals and added 22 assists.
Taylor was named the Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse
Coaches Association’s Empire Region Coach of the Year and
the Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) Upstate New
York Coach of the Year.

Complete coverage of SUNY Cortland’s 25 varsity
athletic programs is available online at:

www.cortlandreddragons.com

Junior Lindsay Abbott was named the Division III women’s lacrosse Midfielder of the Year after helping Cortland win a school-best 21 games
and advance to the NCAA semifinals. Abbott scored 62 goals and led the nation with 76 assists for 138 total points. She easily broke school
records for assists and points in a season.
BOB MOLTA

Softball seniors, from the left, Katie Fusco, Donnalyn Cross and Brooke Weidman, pose with the Red Dragons’ fourth-place national trophy
at the NCAA Division III World Series in Salem, Va. Cortland finished the season with a 42-5-1 record and advanced to the World Series for
the seventh time.

Softball’s fourth-place national
finish best in school history

Cortland’s softball squad continued its winning ways in 2011
with a 42-5-1 record, a SUNYAC title and an NCAA tournament run that culminated in a fourth-place finish at the
NCAA Division III World Series.
Under 17th-year head coach Julie Lenhart, the Red
Dragons reached the 40-win plateau for the third straight
year. They hosted the SUNYAC tournament and won four
straight contests to claim their 11th league crown, their fourth
in five years.
Cortland also hosted an NCAA regional and earned its
seventh World Series berth with four wins, capped by an 8-0,
five-inning victory over Piedmont in the championship round.
The Red Dragons went 2-2 at the World Series to finish fourth
nationally — the best showing in program history. Cortland’s
only two losses came to eventual national champion Linfield.
Three Red Dragons earned All-America honors. Senior
second baseman Donnalyn Cross of Binghamton, N.Y., was a
first team All-American for the third straight year. She batted
.451 with nine homers, 11 triples and 13 doubles. Cross graduated as the NCAA Division III career leader with 43 triples.
Junior pitcher Lyndsay Rowell of Sandy Creek, N.Y., and
sophomore third baseman Lucia Meola of Liverpool, N.Y., were
both third team All-Americans. Rowell posted a 26-4 record and
0.77 earned run average. Meola batted .424 with team highs of 13
doubles and 36 runs batted in. Lenhart and her assistants were
chosen as the National Fastpitch Coaches Association (NFCA)
Northeast Region Coaching Staff of the Year.
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Senior Gino Bisceglia earned All-America honors after finishing in third place in the 400-meter dash at the NCAA Division III Men’s Outdoor
Track and Field Championships. Shown competing in a meet at Cortland earlier in his career, Bisceglia earned three All-America awards
during his collegiate indoor and outdoor track and field career.

Baseball one game shy of
World Series return trip

After finishing second nationally in 2010, the Cortland baseball
team’s quest for a return trip to the NCAA Division III World
Series fell just short this past spring. The Red Dragons, led
by 12th-year head coach Joe Brown, tied for ninth place
nationally after losing in the championship round of the
NCAA Division III New York Regional in Auburn.
Cortland finished the season 36-10 for its 17th 30-win
season in 18 years. The Red Dragons won their 29th SUNYAC
title and earned their 19th consecutive NCAA tournament
berth for the longest active streak nationally in Division III.
Cortland went 3-2 at the double-elimination NCAA regional,
with both losses to regional champion Keystone.
Senior pitcher Michael Mahay of Whitesboro, N.Y., was
selected as a third team All-American. He finished 7-0 with
a 1.76 earned run average in 12 appearances. Junior Aaron
Schuldt of Liverpool, N.Y., was also strong on the mound with
a 7-1 record, a 2.70 ERA and a team-high 81 strikeouts. Sophomore shortstop John Adornetto of Commack, N.Y., led the
team with a .369 batting average.

Men’s lacrosse advances
to NCAA quarterfinals

Another highly successful season for the Cortland men’s
lacrosse team ended in an unfortunately familiar fashion in 2011.
The Red Dragons finished 16-3 and won their 10th
SUNYAC title in the last 12 years. Playing in its 20th NCAA
Division III tournament, Cortland received a first-round bye
and defeated Stevens Institute, 10-3, in the second round. The
season closed, however, with a 10-9 loss at defending national
champion Tufts in the national quarterfinals. It was a Déjà vu
defeat: The Jumbos beat Cortland by the same 10-9 score in
the 2010 national semifinals.
Fifth-year head coach Steve Beville’s squad boasted six
All-Americans, led by Division III Midfielder of the Year Chris
DeLuca of Sayville, N.Y. The senior totaled 27 goals and 17
assists and won nearly 73 percent of his faceoffs. Senior
defender Justin Schneidman of Katonah, N.Y., was also a first
team All-American.
Senior attackman Jay DiStefano of Huntington, N.Y.,
senior short-stick specialist Eric Parah of Baldwinsville, N.Y.,
and senior defender Shane Crossett of Camillus, N.Y., earned
All-America second team honors. Junior attackman Mike Tota
of Webster, N.Y., was an honorable mention All-American.

Gino Bisceglia places third
nationally in 400-meter dash

Cortland senior Gino Bisceglia (Norwood, N.Y.) capped an
impressive college career by finishing third in the 400-meter
run at the NCAA Division III Men’s Outdoor Track and Field
Championships.
A three-time All-American during his indoor and outdoor
track and field career, Bisceglia broke his own school record
in the 400 meters with his time of 47.50 seconds in the finals.
Cortland tied for 35th place in the final team standings.

Fourth-year head coach Steve Patrick ’97 also guided the
Red Dragons to a second-place finish at the SUNYAC Championships and an eighth-place showing at the ECAC Division
III Championships. Bisceglia teamed with sophomore Eric
Banks of Westbury, N.Y., junior Zac Farnham-Haskell of Essex
Junction, Vt., and senior Phill Wiltshire of Vestal, N.Y., to win
the ECAC 4x400-meter relay title in a school-record 3:13.22.
That same quartet won the SUNYAC 4x400-meter title.
Bisceglia captured the league 400-meter dash crown and Wiltshire won the 400-meter hurdles. Junior Ryan Pericozzi of
Lancaster, N.Y., won the SUNYAC pole vault title, junior Tomas
Velasquez of Catskill, N.Y., was the long jump champion and
sophomore Justin Torres of Rome, N.Y., claimed top honors
in the shot put. Pericozzi, Velasquez, long jumpers Josh Daves
of Huntington, N.Y., and Tim Scheftic of Dryden, N.Y., and the
4x400-meter relay team qualified for nationals.

High jumper Kristen Serikstad
earns fifth All-America honor

Kristen Serikstad of Oyster Bay, N.Y., elected to use her final
year of athletic eligibility as a graduate student in 2011, and the

decision paid off. Serikstad earned All-America recognition
with a tie for eighth place in the high jump at the NCAA
Division III Women’s Outdoor Track and Field Championships.
She completed her college career as a five-time AllAmerican in the event — three times outdoors and twice
indoors, including a national runner-up indoor finish in 2009.
Cortland, under the guidance of coach Patrick, won its
14th SUNYAC outdoor title and its first since 2007. The team
also finished fourth at the ECAC Division III Championships.
Serikstad won SUNYAC titles in the high jump and javelin,
sophomore Amber Stephens of Stony Point, N.Y., was the
league triple jump champion and sophomore Nikki Schafer of
Troy, N.Y., won the heptathlon.
At the ECAC Championships, the 4x100-meter relay team
of freshman Tara Kickel from West Islip, N.Y., junior Jenna Evarts
from West Islip, N.Y., junior Veronica Montrose from Clintondale,
N.Y., and freshman Sarah Bonnell from Norwich, N.Y., finished
first, as did the 4x400-meter relay team of Evarts, freshman Cait
Reilly of Warwick, N.Y., sophomore Lex Grable of Pine Bush, N.Y.,
and junior Abby Vander Veen of Delanson, N.Y.

Daniel Pitcher wins first union award for graduate students
United University Professions (UUP),
the union that represents academic
and professional faculty on all stateoperated SUNY campuses, recently
presented SUNY Cortland graduate
student Daniel Pitcher ’10 with its
inaugural William E. Scheuerman Post
Baccalaureate Scholarship.
Pitcher, who expects to graduate
Daniel Pitcher ’10
in December with a master’s degree
in sport management, received the
$2,000 scholarship during the union’s 2011 Fall Delegate
Assembly from Sept. 23 to 24 in Albany, N.Y.
He was among five students who were awarded
scholarships at the event and this year’s only graduate
student recipient.
The award, named in honor of former UUP President
William E. Scheuerman, is given to an outstanding fulltime SUNY graduate or professional school student who
exhibits dedication to the goals and ideals of the labor
union movement.
As Cortland’s star quarterback, Pitcher plans to use his
leadership ability to coach football.
“Coaching is one of the best ways to impact the
athletic, social and academic lives of others,” Pitcher said.
“Like union leaders, coaches teach fairness, dedication and
the power of working together.”

Pitcher has underscored these tenets in his inspirational speeches to high school and college students
around the country.
“Dan is a genuine, consummate student athlete and
a super ambassador for family, team and university,” said
UUP member and SUNY Cortland head football coach
Dan MacNeill ’79.
Pitcher earned a bachelor’s degree from SUNY
Cortland in 2010 while maintaining a 4.08 GPA and serving
as captain and quarterback on the College’s football team.
He has deep ties to SUNY Cortland and the State
University system. Pitcher is the son of Michael Pitcher,
a SUNY Cortland lecturer who also coordinates audiological services for the Communication Disorders and
Sciences Department. His brother, Matthew, is a senior
kinesiology major at the College as well as a football team
offensive lineman. Both his parents earned their degrees
from SUNY Geneseo.
To qualify for the award, Pitcher met the scholarship
criteria of carrying a course load of a least nine credit
hours after having completed at least nine credit hours,
while holding a cumulative grade point average of 4.0.
Former UUP President William E. Scheuerman helped
secure seed money for the UUP scholarship with money
bequeathed to UUP by the late Katherine Carter. Carter
made numerous contributions to the fund in memory of
her late husband, Robert, a SUNY Oswego union member
and colleague to Scheuerman.

As your alma mater, SUNY Cortland wants
to communicate with you in the most efficient and effective way possible. That’s why,
in the coming months, you may get a phone
call from a College representative asking you
about your thoughts on Columns.
Should Columns, SUNY Cortland’s
biannual alumni newspaper, move to a
magazine format? Would you read an online
version? Should it focus on alumni feature
stories, student life, individual updates, or
something else entirely?
The communication world is changing
rapidly. The issue of Columns you hold now is
already much different than the Columns you
received just a few years ago. Columns is your
alumni publication. We want it to reflect your
interests, connect you with the campus and
give you something to look forward to when
it arrives in your mailbox. To do that, we need
to know what you think.
Our callers also will ask you about
Moments, our monthly, online newsletter.
They will ask about our Facebook sites and
other ways the College can communicate
with you. And they will ask about content: the
news, event information and photographs that
you expect to see each issue.
So please, take a few minutes to chat
with our survey callers. This is your opportunity to influence the next big change. For
more information, feel free to contact the
Public Relations Office at (607) 753-2232.

WHAT DO YOU THINK
ABOUT COLUMNS?

Cortland State University of New York
College at Cortland
P.O. Box 2000
Cortland, NY 13045-0900
Alumni Affairs Office
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Jennifer Miller ’08
exemplifies well-being,
one of four College
goals highlighted on
pages 12-13.
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