
	  

www2.cortland.edu/cgis	  

April 2017 
 
 
Director 
Mechthild (Mecke) Nagel 
 
Associate Director 
Sebastian L. Purcell 
 
Secretary 
Susan Stout 
 
CGIS Interns  
Adesola Belo 
Morgan Duffy 
Alida Palevic 
 
CGIS Coordinators 
Tiantian Zheng, AMES  
Nance Wilson, JST 
Sebastian L. Purcell, LLAS 
Dawn Van Hall, NAMS  
Ellie McDowell-Loudan, 
NAMS  
Jena Curtis, WGS 
 
Committee Chairs 
By-laws & Nomination 
Lynn MacDonald 
Environmental Justice 
Sheila Cohen 
Sexual Orientation Gender 
Identity and Expression 
(SOGIE) 
Kathryn Coffey and  
Vicki Wilkins 
 
Affiliated Units 
Africana Studies 
Seth N. Asumah 
CURE 
Anna Burns Thomas 
Institute for Disability 
Studies 
Judy Bentley 
Multicultural Life and 
Diversity Office 
AnnaMaria Cirrincione 
 
 Center for Gender 
and Intercultural 
Studies 

SUNY Cortland  

P.O. Box 2000 

Cortland, NY 13045 

 

	  

From	  the	  Director’s	  Desk	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Meet	  our	  interns! 
	  

 

Dr. Mechthild Nagel, Director 

These are challenging times for many college 
community members. President Bitterbaum 
has reaffirmed the college’s commitment to 
safeguard the rights of our transgender and 
gender non-conforming students and all 
LGBT members. CGIS supports our college’s 
mission to provide a safe and welcoming 
environment for all. Nan Pasquarello, our 
Title IX Coordinator, keeps us current on new 
diversity policies and provides Green Dot 
training for all campus members. Mary 
Schlarb, Director of International Programs, 
held a panel with immigration lawyers who 
advised our students concerned about travel 
bans and removal orders. CGIS appreciates 
their personal commitment to social justice, 
and we endorse the college’s promise “to 
afford all students the opportunity to pursue a 
college education in a safe and welcoming 
environment.” This month, we also take note 
of New York’s pioneering role in organizing 
for women’s suffrage from 1848 in Seneca 
Falls to winning suffrage for New York’s 
women in 1917. I am fortunate to work with 
talented student interns who publicize CGIS 
and Center affiliated events in support of 
Black History Month and Women’s History 
Month. They also support my editorial work 
for Wagadu: A Journal of Transnational 
Women’s and Gender Studies, which has just 
published a new issue on diversity and 
intersectionality on Cortland’s server 
(wagadu.org). As always, special gratitude 
goes to Susan Stout, Secretary for CGIS, and 
to our energetic board members, comprised of 
faculty members in all three schools and 
professional staff. 

 

“My name is Alida. I 
am a Communication 
Studies major with a 
concentration in PR & 
Advertising and a 
Minor in Management. 
I love that CGIS brings 
the community 
together by opening 
doors and 
opportunities for 
people to get involved 
and learn about 
something new that 
interests them.”  
 
	  

“My name is Morgan 
and I am a 
Communication 
Studies major. I like 
CGIS because I feel it 
helps everyone on 
campus feel accepted. 
I also feel that with all 
the events that CGIS 
does it helps make a 
difference to make 
Cortland a better place. 
 
	  

	  

	  

	  

“My name is Adesola 
and I am a Political 
Science major and a 
Professional Writing 
minor. I am very 
appreciative that 
SUNY Cortland has a 
CGIS program  
because it allows 
myself and others to 
learn about 
backgrounds outside  
of their own.” 
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Make	  a	  Gift	  to	  CGIS!	  
To	  make	  a	  financial	  gift	  to	  CGIS,	  
please	  visit	  Cortland.edu/giving	  
or	  call	  the	  Cortland	  College	  
Foundation	  office	  at	  	  
607-753-5572	  
We’re	  on	  the	  Web!	  Visit	  us	  at:	  
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April 2017 
	  	  	  	  Sponsorship	  

• CGIS	  Advisory	  
Board	  members	  

• Auxiliary	  Service	  
Corporation	  

• President’s	  Office	  

• Provost’s	  Office	  

• Research	  and	  
Sponsored	  
Programs	  Office	  

• Campus	  Artist	  and	  
Lecture	  Series	  
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 SUNY Cortland’s Africana Studies Department had put together a full calendar of Black 
History Month events free to attend and open to the public for the month of February. This included 
weekly guest lectures for students to sit, listen, and connect with the speaker and a student open mic 
showcase where students can get up and voice their opinions. 
 There were 6 Sandwich Seminars held on either Wednesday from 12:30-1:30pm or Thursday 
from 12:00-1:00pm in the Jacobus Lounge, Brockway Hall. These seminars are easy and fun to attend 
if you have a break between classes or happen to be on campus. There were 4 other weekend and 
evening events held in Sperry and a Pan African dance performance to conclude the month-long 
celebration for the College and the community.  
 After an eventful month celebrating Black History accomplishments, we head into the month 
of March that celebrates Women’s History to kick off the spring! Throughout the month of March and 
April there will be many events to sit and enjoy! Events include RAD Training in the Jacobus Lounge, 
SAFER Updates, and Wellness Wednesday: “Supporting Survivors of Sexual Assault.” Also there  
will be guest speakers, workshops, and film screenings. 
 
	  

CGIS	  celebrates	  Black	  History	  and	  Women’s	  History	  
Month!	  

Meet	  Anna	  Garoll!	  
The	  winner	  of	  this	  year’s	  Center	  for	  
Gender	  and	  Intercultural	  Studies	  
Excellence	  in	  Understanding	  
Multicultural	  and	  Gender	  

	  Issues	  Award	   
Anna is a double minor in Asian and 
Middle Eastern Studies and Women’s 
Studies. She feels that the new 
Women’s Studies minor is more 
focused on gender as a whole rather 
than specifically women.  
 
“I studied abroad in India where I 
saw the position of women in that 
country and compared it to the 
position of women in our society. It’s 
important to look at women in a 
cultural perspective and not just 
women in American society, but 
everywhere in the world.” 
 
Anna chose this minor after she took 
a class called “Anthropology of 
Gender” when she was a freshmen 
and it really opened her eyes to issues 
that women face around the world.  
 
“Coming to Cortland was the best 
decision I have ever made. My 
classes are great and I’m interested in 
everything I study!” 

Meet	  Jena	  Curtis!	  
This	  year’s	  new	  coordinator	  for	  Women’s,	  

Gender,	  and	  Sexuality	  Studies	  
The minor in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality 
studies focuses on looking at gender and sexuality 
and the ways in which it influences people’s 
experiences in society. The new minor will give 
students the opportunity to look at things we take  
for granted. For example, how gender, sex, and 
sexuality shapes the world and our lives and to feel 
comfortable talking about our ideas and experiences. 
Professor Curtis has a lot of experience working on 
campus around sexual violence issues. 
 
“We have a culture in which sexual violence is tolerated 
depending on who’s perpetuating it and who’s 
experiencing it. This minor allows us to talk about why 
that is. Why do 1 in 4 college women experience some 
form of sexual assault while we are here?” 
 
Professor Curtis has been teaching about gender and 
sexuality for 30 years and plans on expanding the 
minor! 
 
“As a health professor, I see it as my mission to help 
people live happy and healthy lives and being 
comfortable with our own identities. Welcoming those 
ideas in our campus and in our community is a huge part 
of that. It’s not about making one group feel bad or 
special, but understanding how different groups 
experience gender and sexuality and that those 
experiences are okay.” 
 


