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International Events at SUNY Cortland   

“Immigration to Europe Films”: The Intouchables   



(2011,France)  
 

Part of the “Global Walls: The Migration and Refugee 
Crisis” 2015-2016 AY Theme of the Clark Center for 
International Education 
 
Sponsored by: International Studies Program, Clark Center 
for International Education 

 
 
Date: Tuesday, September 29 
at 6pm 
 
Location: Sperry 304 
 
Check out the trailer for “the 
intouchables” here. 

 

“The Intouchables,” a 2011 French 

film about two people from 

completely different walks of life in 

France coming together to become 

friends.  Philippe the paralyzed 

white aristocrat is looking for a 

new employee to take care of 

him.  After many exhausting 

interviews Driss, a black 

streetwise man looking for 

someone to sign his 

unemployment papers bursts 

through the door.  After choosing 

Driss as his new employee, the 

two characters relationship 

flourishes.  Driss becomes a part 

of the family, helping with 

Philippe’s daughter and also 

bringing joy back into his 

life.  This film challenges the race 

and immigration problems in 

France, and looks to show the 

humanity of all people no matter 

what their situation.  Through the 

movie you will laugh, cry, and 

laugh some more, well also 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34WIbmXkewU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34WIbmXkewU


learning that a great friendship 

does not need any prerequisites.   

"International Perspective on Police and Policing" 

 
Part of the Brooks Museum 2015-2016 Lecture Series: The 
Culture of Thought 
 
The Brooks Museum Lecture Series is sponsored by a grant 

from ASC and the Cortland College Foundation 
 

  

 
 
Date: Wednesday, 
September 30 at 
4:30pm 
 
Location: Moffett 2125 
 

Part of this year’s Brooks Lecture Series 

“The Culture of Thought.”  This lecture 

looks to take a deeper look into policing 

practices in the U.S. and abroad.  Dr. 

Robert Spitzer and Dr. Herb Haines will 

present on policing practices and firearms 

in the U.S.  Five international students 

will also present on policing in their 

respective countries.  With the numerous 

incidents of police violence in the news 

today, this will be a topic of much 

relevance. The lecture will take a deeper 

look into the role the police play in our 

lives, proper police procedures, and the 

different policing practices that other 

countries.   

 

Lecture by:  Dr. Robert Spitzer 

(Distinguished Service Professor, and 

Chair, Political Science), and 

Dr. Herb Haines (Professor and Chair, 

Sociology/Anthropology) 

 

  



International Student Presenters:  

 

David Henson (Philippines) 

Cristina Craciun (Moldova) 

Samuel Ajimoti (Nigeria) 

Maira Candida Rodrigues de Sousa 

(Brazil) 

Marina Melo de Almeida (Brazil) 

 

 

“Immigration to Europe” Films: In This World (2002, 
Europe)  

Part of the “Global Walls: The Migration and Refugee 
Crisis” 2015-2016 AY Theme of the Clark Center for 
International Education 

 
Sponsored by:  International Studies Program, Clark 

Center for International Education 

  

 
 

Date: October 6 at 6pm 

 

British filmmaker Michael Winterbottom 

movie of the harrowing account of two 

Afghan refugees' passage to the West 

in search of a better life. The movie 

opens at a refugee camp in Peshawar, 

Pakistan, where Afghans have sought 

refuge in the wake of the U.S. military 

campaign in their country following the 

September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

The story follows Jamal, an orphaned 

teenager, and Enayat, his older 

companion, as they make their way 

from Pakistan to London. Traveling in 

  



Location: Sperry 304 

 

Check out the trailer for 

“In This World” here. 

the back of trucks, by bus, and on foot, 

the two cross Central Asia in an 

arduous journey punctuated by 

encounters with hostile border guards 

and shady smugglers. (Rotten 

Tomatoes)  

 

"Aristotle and the Aztecs on the Good Life" 

 
Lecture by: Dr. Sebastian Purcell, Assistant Professor, 

Philosophy Department 

 

Part of the Hispanic Heritage Month  

 

Sponsored by: Latino and Latin American Studies Program  

  

 
Date: Wednesday, October 7 

at 12pm 

 

Location:  Brockway Hall  112 

What sort of life should we lead? 

Does that carry with it any 

obligation to other people? If so, 

which ones? The presentation 

develops the case that Aristotle 

and the pre-Columbian Aztecs both 

held that answer the question 

about what sort of life we should 

lead takes precedence over our 

obligations to others, because it is 

in terms of our life projects that 

obligations make sense. One 

consequence is to suggest that the 

Aztecs did have a coherent moral 

philosophy – something previously 

denied. Second, it suggests that 

they held to a special form of 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iirGjM3T5QI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iirGjM3T5QI
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/in_this_world/
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/in_this_world/


“virtue ethics,” like that of the 

ancient Greeks and classical 

Chinese philosophy. 
“Land Ethic and Gaia Paradigm: The Co-Evolution of Two 

Great Ideas”  
 

Lecture by: Dr. Martin Ogle, Chief Naturalist for the 

Virginia Regional Park Authority, 1985 – 2012 

 

Part of the Cultural and Intellectual Climate Committee’s 

Year-Long Theme “Where are We?” 

 

  

 
 

Date: October 8 @ 4:30pm 

Location: Jacobus Lounge, 

Brockway Hall 

 

Join Mr. Ogle for a fascinating 

exploration of the synergy 

between the Land Ethic and the 

Gaia Paradigm and how they 

may both be necessary for us to 

successfully address the 

The great Wisconsin naturalist 

and ecologist, Aldo Leopold, 

taught us to think of the land as 

a community of which we are 

part of.  Leopold’s famous Land 

Ethic became an important focus 

for the American conservation 

movement in the mid-1900s and 

remains so today.  The Land 

Ethic can inspire landowners and 

the local community to make 

personal and group decisions 

that reflect the understanding of 

they are a part of the land 

community.   But Leopold’s Land 

Ethic is founded on an older idea 

that has been around for as long 

as human culture – that of Earth 

as a living being.  Leopold, 

himself, was sympathetic to this 

  



environmental and social 

challenges of our day.    

 

idea, and it has occurred to all 

people who recognize the beauty 

and complexity of Earth 

systems.  In modern times, this 

idea has received a name—Gaia 

Theory: the scientific view of 

Earth as a single physiological 

system. 

  

Martin Ogle, a long-time 

champion of Gaia Theory, has 

been expanding the concept as 

the “Gaia Paradigm” – the 

confluence of our best scientific 

understandings of Earth as a 

living system with cultural 

understandings of human 

society as a seamless continuum 

of that life.  The Gaia Paradigm 

is gaining traction and is a most 

apt partner to Leopold’s Land 

Ethic.  

  

 

Peace Corps Info Session @ SUNY Cortland 
  

Date: October 8, 2015 at 10am-

2pm 

 

Location: Student Life Center 

Lobby                                   

Have you ever thought of joining the 

Peace Corps or wanted to know more 

about it?  This is your chance to learn 

more about the opportunities the 

Peace Corps have for you.  Get your 

questions answered and learn why the 

Peace Corps might be a good fit for 

your academic career, career 

  



aspirations, and overall life 

goals.  Presenters will be in the 

student life center from 10am to 2pm. 

Here is a link to the Peace Corps 

website. 
 

International Activities in the SUNY Cortland 

Area 
 

  

"Maintaining Food Security While Living in Crisis" 
 
Lectured by:  Catherine Bertini, former Director of the 
United Nations’ World Food Program, Professor, Maxwell 
School, Syracuse University 
 
Sponsors: Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies, 

Reppy Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies, Global 
Cornell 

  

 
 
Date: Thursday, 
October 1, 2015 
at 12:15pm 
 
Location: Uris Hall,  
G-08, Cornell University 
 

 

Catherine Bertini, Professor of Practice, 

Public Administration and International 

Affairs, Maxwell School, Syracuse 

University, will speak about "Maintaining 

Food Security While Living in Crisis" at 

the Judith Reppy Institute for Peace and 

Conflict Studies weekly brown bag 

seminar.  

 

  

http://www.peacecorps.gov/
http://www.peacecorps.gov/


“History of the Boko Haram Insurgency and its Impact on 

Northern Nigerian Politics, Society, and Culture” 

 
Lecture by: Brandon Kendhammer, Assistant Professor, 
Political Science Department, Ohio University 
 
Sponsors: Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies, 
Institute for African Development, Global Cornell 

  

 
 
Date: Thursday, 
October 1, 2015 at 
2:30pm 
 
Location: Uris Hall, G-
08, Cornell University 

Brandon Kendhammer is an assistant 

professor of Political Science at Ohio 

University, researching and teaching 

about religious and ethnic politics in West 

Africa (and particularly Nigeria). His 

forthcoming book, Muslims Talking 

Politics: Islam, Democracy, and Law in 

Northern Nigeria, explores the 

emergence of popular demands for the 

expansion of Islamic law in new Muslim-

majority democracies, as well as the 

nature of Islamic revivalism in northern 

Nigeria both before and after the Boko 

Haram crisis. Professor Kendhammer 

has  been interviewed on-air by the BBC 

World Service and BBC 4 Radio and 

published in the Washington Post, and he 

provides briefings and analysis on 

political and religious affairs in Nigeria for 

numerous governmental agencies. 

  

Fellowship, Grant & Scholarship 

Announcements   



Boren Scholarship 

  

Deadline: February 9, 2016 

Boren Scholarships, an initiative of the National Security 

Education Program, provide unique funding opportunities for U.S. 

undergraduate students to study less commonly taught languages 

in world regions critical to U.S. interests, and underrepresented in 

study abroad, including Africa, Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, 

Eurasia, Latin America, and the Middle East. The countries of 

Western Europe, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand are 

excluded. 

 

For more information about the Boren Scholarship click here, or 

contact  Dr. Jerome O'Callaghan 

(jerome.ocallaghan@cortland.edu) 

  

Fulbright Grant 

 
Deadline: October 13, 2015 

 

Academic: Applications for Fulbright U.S. Student Program grants 

will be considered for academic study or research, or a 

combination of the two. Depending on the country of application, 

grants may be for graduate study which lead toward a degree. 

 

Arts: Applications for Fulbright U.S. Student Program grants will 

be considered for practical training in the creative and performing 

arts. To review the disciplines that qualify click here. 

 

ETA: The English Teaching Assistant (ETA) Program places recent 

  

https://www.borenawards.org/boren_scholarship/basics.html
mailto:jerome.ocallaghan@cortland.edu


college graduates and young professionals as English teaching 

assistants in primary, secondary schools or universities overseas 

- improving foreign students’ English language abilities and 

knowledge of the United States while increasing the U.S. 

student's own language skills and knowledge of the host country. 

 

For more information about the Fulbright Grant click here. 

AsiaNetwork 
 

Deadline: December 1, 2015  

 

As stipulated by the Freeman Foundation, the goal of the SFF 

program is to introduce U.S. students to Asia; therefore, only one 

non-U.S. citizen student may participate in a project. Graduating 

seniors may participate as long as they can complete the 

proposed work by August 31 following their senior year. 

 

SFF project teams are required to spend at least three weeks 

together at the same site in Asia working on their projects. Upon 

return to their home campus, participants are expected to share 

their experiences with their campus community and with 

ASIANetwork. 

 

The grant provides funds of up to $5,000 for each student and 

faculty mentor. The faculty mentor(s) will also receive a $1,000 

stipend (shared in case of dual mentors) for each student 

mentored.  

 

For more information about AsiaNetwork click here.  

 

 

 

  

http://us.fulbrightonline.org/#&panel1-3
http://www.asianetwork.org/programs/freeman-student-faculty-program/


The Marianna McJimsey Award (AsiaNetwork) 
 

ASIANetwork will award a cash prize and provide lodging and 

meals for the award recipient to attend the spring Annual Meeting 

of ASIANetwork to receive the award. The winning paper will 

appear in the peer-reviewed journal ASIANetwork Exchange: A 

Journal for Asian Studies in the Liberal Arts. 

 

Eligibility: Undergraduate students and previous year graduates 

from colleges and universities with current membership in 

ASIANetwork. 

 

Field: South Asia, Southeast Asia, East Asia, or Asia in 

Diaspora.  Papers may be from any academic discipline. 

 

Submission of papers: A student may submit only one entry. 

Papers may be submitted by the student author or by a faculty 

member acting on behalf of a student.  The length is between 

3,000 and 5,000 words. 

 

For more information about the Marianna McJimsey award click 

here 

 

  

Foreign Films @ SUNY Cortland 
  

In this new section, every issue we will recommend a foreign film 
from the list of foreign films available online through the 
Memorial Library’s portal. There are approximately 160 foreign 
films in the library from about 50 countries. Everyone on campus 
has access to these films. We would like to encourage everyone 
to expand their cinematic experience by watching films from 
different parts of the world. 
 

  

http://www.asianetwork.org/programs/the-marianna-mcjimsey-award/
http://www.asianetwork.org/programs/the-marianna-mcjimsey-award/


Rudo y Cursi 
 

Call #:  VideoD PN1997.2 .R83 2009 

 

 
 
For this week’s newsletter we have chosen the film “Rudo y 
Cursi”. 
 
“Beto and Tato Verdusco are half brothers who work together at a 
banana plantation and live with their extended family in a village 
in southern Mexico. When the two of them are suddenly (and 
somewhat improbably) plucked from rural proletarian obscurity 
and turned into professional soccer players in Mexico City, they 

achieve fame as Rudo and Cursi, nicknames that can be 
translated more or less as tough and corny. 
 
“Rudo y Cursi” lives up to its name, as do its sweet and scrappy 
heroes, who are played with antic energy by Diego Luna (Beto, 
the tough one) and Gael García Bernal (Tato, the corny one). 
Written and directed by Carlos Cuarón, the movie tells its story 
haphazardly but with a winning measure of swagger and style. It 
mixes soap-opera sentimentality with playful, jumpy aggression 

and dresses a bittersweet, rags-to-riches fable in the bright 



clothes of pop satire.” (New York Times)   
 
Check out the trailer for “Rudo y Cursi” here.    
 

 

Follow the Clark Center on Facebook   

Now you can follow the Clark Center for International Education 

on Facebook! Like us at this link:   

 
You may also want to “like” the Facebook page for International 

Studies Majors & friends of IST. 

  

Contact Information   

If you would like to announce an event through the International 

Education Newsletter, please send the information to: 

Alexandru Balas (alexandru.balas@cortland.edu) or John 

Kriegelstein (John.kriegelstein@cortland.edu) 

Clark Center Team: 

Alexandru Balas, Director  

Sue Pettitt, Administrative Assistant 

Interns: 

John Kriegelstein, International Education Newsletter Editor 

Jonathan Moore, Events Coordinator Public Relations Coordinator, 

Events Organizer 

Jacob Gosier, Clark Center and International Studies Social Media 

  

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/08/movies/08rudo.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAMlwcJchoQ
https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Studies-Majors-at-SUNY-Cortland/207278946119040
https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Studies-Majors-at-SUNY-Cortland/207278946119040
mailto:alexandru.balas@cortland.edu
mailto:John.kriegelstein@cortland.edu
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SUNY-Cortland-Clark-Center-for-International-Education/740718312610537


 

Coordinator, Events Organizer   


