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By Jennifer Wilson

Associate Editor

m
eet Mike Paul ’90, The 
Reputation Doctor.

For the past decade, 
the president and senior 
counselor of MGP &  

Associates PR in New York City has used the 
name as a brand for his company. But about 
four years ago, the moniker morphed into a 
new nickname for him.

“People told me, ‘Those three words 
sum up exactly what you do,’” says Paul. 
“‘You don’t have to understand public rela-
tions at all, most people don’t. But the nature 
of what you do is you are helping rebuild  
reputations.’”

On national television talk shows where 
he is a frequent commentator and on the  
Internet blog he created a few years ago  
(www.ReputationDoctor.com), Paul shares 
with the world how he would counsel, as his 
client, the latest major public figure or big 
corporation scorched by the limelight.

Paul’s company serves big-name enter-
tainment celebrities, major sports figures and  
government, business, charity officers and  
organizations. He does not divulge his client 
list.

“In a given year, if you had to list the top 
10 crises of the year in any category, my firm’s 
probably working on three or four,” Paul says 
of his confidential clientele. “If you did a top 
20 list, I’d probably have maybe eight.” 

When PR Week decided to profile the  
22 public relations crisis managers who, in 
its opinion, should be on a company’s or  
celebrity’s speed dial in the event of a really 
big scandal, Paul’s company made this exclu-
sive club.

“Humility, truth, transparency and account-
ability are all important tools for rebuilding the 
reputation of a public organization or public 
individual,” was Paul’s highly unconventional  
statement of corporate philosophy for the  
Sept. 6, 2004, PR Week article.

Not many other public relations pros in 
the rarified, button-down, executive corner 
office world of corporate public relations are 
that upfront about the need for their clients 
at the highest level of public scrutiny to admit 
their mistakes and change direction in order 
to salvage their name or brand.

“The tagline to my firm is ‘Your reputa-
tion is everything,’” Paul explains. “It takes  
a lifetime to build a reputation and one  
wrong mistake, one major error could ruin it 
forever.”

Mike Paul ’90

Crisis Public Relations Guru Rebuilds Celebrity Images

The Reputation Doctor, a.k.a. Mike Paul ’90, visits a restaurant a short walk from his West Side 
Manhattan office apartment.

Continued on page 12
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m
ore than 40 years ago, 
I came to this College 
as a transfer student 
from a Big 10 Confer-
ence university. And 

although I secretly cheer for the Michigan  
Wolverines or any team playing Ohio  
State, my heart is here at Cortland, where I 
received an unparalleled education, made 
lifelong friends and began the search for 
who I was and who I wanted to be.

I am not quite certain why, but I have a 
passion for this College and its mission to 
educate the students of New York state. And 
so year after year, I return to the campus  
and to the intangible spirit that makes the 
Cortland experience a unique adventure.

The College has changed and with it  
the Alumni Association. As the College 
continues to develop an array of programs 
and a variety of majors, the Alumni Asso-
ciation continues to evolve, finding new 
opportunities to reconnect thousands of 
alumni across this country and across the 
world with their alma mater.  

One year ago, the SUNY Cortland Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, representing 
a group of graduates now numbering more 
than 58,000, unanimously voted to conduct 
a self-study and to take an in-depth look at 
ourselves, our organization and our mission. 
The results of the study have been reported 
and recorded and representatives from the 

board are hard at work designing a strategic 
plan. The goal is to create a campus culture 
that understands the relationship between the 
alumni and the College.

Led by a group of Alumni Association past 
presidents and the current president, the board 
will focus on the structure of the organization, 
board membership, alumni programs, budget 
and finance issues, and the association’s role 
in friend-raising and fundraising. The board 
of directors is confident a comprehensive plan 
that provides direction and leadership will 
emerge from this exercise.

Cortland alumni are intensely loyal and 
proud. Watch a group of alums at a Cortland-
sponsored event. A harmony exists between 
graduates no matter their major, their extra-
curricular interests or their year of graduation. 
There is a binding force connecting across  
generations, but that force can be stronger and 
the bonds broader. 

Besides reconnection, there is access. 
Some of us were the first in our families to 
attend college. Others carried on the family 
tradition of higher education. No matter the 
situation, so many of us became who we are 
today, in part, because of the opportunities 
afforded us at Cortland. Now is the time to 
offer these experiences to others by creating 
scholarships that will open paths of access to 
a Cortland education. 

As the current president of the Alumni 
Association I am only a voice attempting 
to send a message to an incredible group 
of college graduates. Come visit Cortland. 
Walk the campus, attend a game, a play, 
an alumni event. Gather a group of friends, 
teammates, sorority sisters or fraternity 
brothers and endow a scholarship. My 
message is simple and direct — reconnect 
yourself with the past and link yourself to 
the future. 

By Ronnie Sternin Silver ’67
President  

SUNY Cortland Alumni Association 
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e

By Erik J. Bitterbaum
President

A
s you may know, I am a storyteller. 
Coupled with being a college presi-
dent, I frequently and proudly share 
tales with our alumni and friends that 
center on SUNY Cortland’s many suc-

cesses in all of our academic areas.
In this column, I will boast about what’s happening 

in our science departments — biological sciences, chem-
istry, geology and physics. Being a trained ornithologist, 
the sciences are near and dear to my heart. What I quickly 
discovered when I arrived at SUNY Cortland five years 
ago was an exceptional science faculty committed to their 
students.

Consider the impressive level of faculty distinction 
for a comprehensive college. Both Timothy J. Baroni 
and Terrence Fitzgerald in biological sciences hold the 
rank of SUNY Distinguished Professor, the highest in 
the SUNY System. Among our current science faculty, 
eight have been awarded the prestigious Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in Teaching — Baroni, Peter 
Ducey, Barry Batzing and Larry Klotz from biological 
sciences; David Barclay and Robert Darling from geol-
ogy; Richard Wheeler from physics; and Arden Zipp 
from chemistry.

Two faculty members have received the SUNY 
Chancellor’s Recognition for Exemplary Contributions 
to Research and two more have received Promising  
Inventor Awards from the SUNY Research Foundation

Professors Darling and Gayle Gleason were recog-
nized at the Honoring Excellence in Teaching, Research 
and Service Ceremony in May for their Chimney Point 
Reconnaissance Mapping Project Grant to study the  
surface exposure of “negative flower” structures associated 
with hydrothermal mineralization and fracture networks 
in the Adirondack Mountains Tug Hill Plateau. From 
geology, Chris Cirmo just returned from a year at the 
National Science Foundation, while Chris McRoberts has 
been invited to speak on the Triassic Period as part of an 
eight-episode series on the history of the planet on the 
Animal Planet Channel.

At SUNY Cortland, we strive to involve our students 
in directed research projects with our science faculty. 
For example, our biological sciences majors delve deeply 
into the published literature and experimental design, 
executing field and laboratory experiments, statistical 
analyses and data interpretation.

Each year, our students will intern in hospitals, 
veterinary clinics, zoos and state and federal agencies. 
These include such projects as studying endangered 
frogs in the Rocky Mountains, feral pigs in New York 
state, deer populations in Maryland and puffins off the 
coast of Maine. In addition, some pre-med students 
participate in the Scribes Program with the Cortland 
Regional Medical Center, taking case notes for the  
doctors in the emergency room.

Our geology students and faculty participate regularly  
in a variety of field trips, most recently to Cape Cod 
and Woods Hole, Mass., for coastal geology and whale 
watching. Other trips have included the study of Ancient  
Avalonia in Rhode Island; a meteorite impact site and  
Precambrian geological site visit to Sudbury, Ont.; rocks 
and wetlands of the Adirondacks; and site visits to Key 
Largo, Fla., for exploration of modern and Pleistocene 
carbonate environments. Camp Huntington at Raquette 
Lake, Brauer Education Center and Hoxie Gorge continue 
to serve as excellent sites for full classes and field trips.

A group of SUNY Cortland students, under the 
leadership of Mark Morrell, an adolescence education: 
biology major, founded C-SAVE, an environmental and 
sustainability student group on campus. Members were 
deeply involved in planning for Earth Day activities and 
organized a Sustainability Conference that was held on 
campus in April.

Our science departments are very active in sharing 
new developments in science and science education with 
local teachers, school children and the general public. One 
example is the Cortland Tree Survey, run by Biological 
Sciences Professor Steven Broyles and involving 35 SUNY 
Cortland students. The effort helped to document the 
urban forest that exists in the city of Cortland so that city 
planners and the general public can better understand this 
valuable resource.

Assistant Professor Angela Pagano held a workshop 
for science teachers in Central New York about envi-
ronmental change with invited speakers from across the  
science disciplines at SUNY Cortland. Professors Klotz 
and Broyles led the BIOWISE project, funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education, to bring modern technologies 
to the teaching of science in our schools. They, together 
with collaborator Laurie Klotz from our academic com-
puting services and a team of excellent students, created 
Web sites, gave workshops, presented at professional 
meetings and developed new technologies that help 
school children learn about the ecosystems and organ-
isms around them.

Our Biological Sciences Department faculty members 
have increased their already strong ties with scientists 
and educators around the world. Baroni’s collaborations 
and/or research trips in the last few years have been truly 
amazing, including those to Belize, Brazil, Colombia, 
Dominican Republic, England, Indonesia, Puerto Rico, 
Tasmania, Thailand and Vietnam. Other faculty mem-
bers have international collaborations and field research 
as well, including in Mexico, Belize, Costa Rica, Hong 
Kong, Ireland and Australia. 

Broyles continues to offer classes with local and  
international field experiences for our students in Belize 
and Costa Rica and more locally at Raquette Lake in 
the Adirondack Mountains. Brian Rivest conducts his 
highly praised Marine Biology class, which includes a 
trip to Belize. He is also very active in improving science  
education in large courses and has investigated and  
adopted new student response technologies for use in 
the classroom, including “clicker” technology. 

SUNY Cortland, which provides teacher preparation 
programs for the sciences at both the undergraduate and 
graduate levels, prepares pre-service teachers who are 
well grounded in their discipline and who possess the 
pedagogical knowledge and skills necessary to meet the 
challenges of teaching in an increasingly diverse public 
or private school environment. 

Fieldwork and student teaching placements are critical 
to the preparation of our pre-service science teachers. The 
College is fortunate to be able to place a large number of 
pre-service teachers with highly qualified SUNY Cortland 
alumni who remain deeply committed to the adolescence 
science education program.

Lastly, the sciences at Cortland will soon have a  
remodeled home. After some 40 years of extensive and 
continuous use, Bowers Hall is about to get a facelift. 
The plan is for construction to occur in two phases to 
both renovate the building, creating a 21st century, 
state-of-the-art teaching and learning facility with up-
graded science equipment, and to construct an addition 
that will provide much needed laboratory, classroom 
and office space to accommodate the growing needs of 
the science programs. The anticipated completion date 
for the project will be 2010. 

As you can see, the sciences are a dynamic area on 
campus, buzzing with activity. Faculty and students 
alike are busily engaged in research and professional  
activities. The new and improved Bowers Hall, envi-
sioned to be a state-of-the-art science building, is sure to 
accommodate satisfactorily the needs of SUNY Cortland 
science faculty and students alike.

What’s Happening in Our Science Departments

SUNY Cortland students — past, present 
and future — will no longer pay a fee 
each time they request their official col-

lege transcripts from the Registrar’s Office. 
Beginning in Fall 2008, the transcript service 
will now fulfill individual requests for free, 
explained Registrar Donna Margine. 

“Historically, the fee has been a flat $5 fee 
‘per-transcript request’ for as many years as I 
can recall,” Margine said. “SUNY policy allows 
campuses to have the latitude to enact either 
a per-transcript fee or a per-semester fee.”

Margine, who is the current SUNY 
Registrars’ Association president, was encour-
aged by other registrar colleagues from sister 
SUNY institutions who recently had moved 
from the per-transcript fee to the per-semes-
ter fee to consider the same. 

“They encouraged me to research this 
move as they found it to be a ‘win-win’ for 
students on their respective campuses,”  
she said. 

The transcript fee proposal was approved 
last fall by the Student Government 
Association and the President’s Cabinet 
for implementation in Fall 2008, Margine 
explained. All enrolled SUNY Cortland stu-
dents, including both undergraduates and 
graduates, will be charged a $5 per semester/
term transcript fee as part of their college 
tuition bill and may then request unlimited 
transcripts. 

“Any Cortland student enrolled prior to 
Fall 2008 is automatically grandfathered into 
this new, free transcript service,” Margine 
explained. “What is really terrific about this 

is that it provides unlimited transcripts as a 
lifetime service.

“When I was doing my research, I found 
that the alumni at other colleges thought this 
was such a wonderful service.” 

For both current students and alumni, 
this change in the transcript fee makes it easier 
for students and graduates to share official 
transcripts with graduate schools, prospec-
tive employers and other agencies requiring 
official transcripts, Margine noted.

In looking to the future, the Registrar’s 
Office is hoping to adopt an online system 
of processing transcript requests with new, 
secure technologies that are anticipated in 
the next two years.

College Creates Hassle-Free Transcript Process
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Capital District
On July 27, Alumni Board President Ronnie Sternin 

Silver ’67 greeted 36 Capital District area alumni and 
their guests at the Saratoga Race Course in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y. Alumni enjoyed a lunch buffet inside the 
newly renovated, air-conditioned paddock tent area at 
the track. Alumni were able to see the jockeys and their 
horses preparing for the upcoming races. Look for this 
event next year in July 2009.

New York City 
The New York City Chapter is putting together a new 

award program for the New York City area in 2009. The com-
mittee is requesting nominations for a New York City Alum 
of the Year. The nominee should be an individual who con-
tributes to the community in a positive and productive way 
and should serve as an inspiration to others. Some criteria to 
include in the nomination would be significant community 
contributions and accomplishments, professional awards or 
academic achievements. This alumnus should have positively 
impacted the lives of New York City residents. 

To nominate an alumnus for this award, contact  
Committee Chair Robert Vinal ’71 at rvinal@nypd.org or 
the Alumni Affairs Office. The nomination form will be 
posted on the Alumni Affairs Web site soon.

Rochester
The Rochester Chapter had its second annual family 

day at the Seabreeze theme park in Rochester, N.Y., on  
July 27. Fourteen alumni and their families enjoyed a day 
at the park. The event was organized by Chapter Chair Art 
Jones ’74 and Luther Leong ’84, who works at Seabreeze.

Southern Tier
On Aug. 22, 137 alumni, family and friends attended 

the annual Binghamton Mets game and picnic at NYSEG 
stadium in Binghamton, N.Y. Fans enjoyed a pre-game 
buffet picnic and had dessert in the Maine’s skybox dur-
ing the game. The Binghamton Mets lost 7–1 to the Bowie 
Baysox. This event is planned to be repeated next year.

Plans are set for a Cayuga Lake brunch cruise on  
Saturday, Oct. 11. Cayuga Lake Cruises provides beautiful 
and tranquil dining experiences with scenic views and 
delightful meals. Registrations were mailed out to the 
Southern Tier Chapter in early fall. 

Syracuse
The Syracuse Chapter hosted its first Golf Tournament  

at the Camillus Country Club on July 30. The teams 
competed in captain and crew format for the chance to 
win some SUNY Cortland prizes and golf-related items. 
College President Erik J. Bitterbaum golfed with alumni 
and gave an update on the College at the post-tournament 
dinner. The Syracuse Chapter is planning a second tour-
nament in July 2009.

On Nov. 5, the Syracuse Chapter will be hosting the 
2008 Central New York Alum of the Year banquet and 
holiday party at the Glen Loch Restaurant in Jamesville, 
N.Y. Look for an early fall mailing for more information 
on the recipient and to register for this event.

Western New York 
On Aug. 5, the Western New York chapter held its 

annual golf tournament and scholarship fundraiser at the 
Glen Oak Golf Course in East Amherst, N.Y. President 
Erik J. Bitterbaum joined 40 Western New York golfers 
for a friendly tournament. The event raised $1,574.69 for 
the scholarship which benefits local Western New York 
SUNY Cortland students. After golf, alumni, family and 
friends enjoyed a buffet dinner in the clubhouse. President 
Bitterbaum gave an update on the College.

SUNY Cortland Alumni 
Association Chapters

adiroNdaCk area 
Beryl Cooper Szwed ’70

157 Kiwassa Rd., Saranac Lake, NY 12983
H (518) 891-5008  l  szwed@northnet.org

atlaNta area 
Lisa Falvo Santangelo ’77

13825 Bethany Oaks Pointe
Alpharetta, GA 30004

H (770) 664-1805  l  lisasan@earthlink.net

BoStoN area 
Bernadette Mackin Graycar ’78

170 Jefferson St., Braintree, MA 02184
(781) 848-6480 

CaPital diStriCt
Mike Horelick ’67

1702 Western Ave., Apt. 106, Albany, NY 12203 
(518) 452-1412  l  mhoreli1@nycap.rr.com

Bob Samaniuk ’00
866 Oregon Ave., Schenectady, NY 12309

(518) 203-3097  l  TmiamiD@aol.com

CortlaNd area 
Linda May Armstrong ’76

(607) 749-4780  l  darmst7@twcny.rr.com 

HUdSoN ValleY 
Colleen FitzPatrick Napora ‘87

6 Malmros Terrace, Poughkeespie, NY 12601
H (845) 298-2141  l  ruirish@optonline.net

Nancy Niskin Sorbella ’82
1347 Peekskill Hollow Rd., Carmel, NY 10512

H (845) 225-8640  l  jsorbella@aol.com 

loNG iSlaNd 
Jennifer Gaeta ’06 

117 Ann St., Valley Stream, NY 11580 
(516) 398-2152  l  gaeta826@yahoo.com 

Cindy Mardenfeld ’93
108 Town House Village, Hauppauge, NY 11788 
cell (516) 510-6176  l  cindy@mardenfeld.com

Mid-atlaNtiC 
Robert Demske ’85

11 Dupont Circle NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20036 
W (301) 299-0294  l  Robdemske@comcast.net

NeW York CitY
Stephany Krauz ’04

345 Bay Ridge Parkway, Apt. 30, Brooklyn, NY 11209
stephkrauz@hotmail.com

Joe Vallo ’79
160 W. 97th St., Apt. 7F, New York, NY 10025
H (212) 866-7809  l  joemarkemma@aol.com

roCHeSter
Art Jones ’74

329 Linden St., Apt. 3, Rochester, NY 14620 
H (585) 368-2103  l  ajones@macsourceinc.com

SoUtHerN tier
Michael ’01 and Megan Benjamin Kennerknecht ’02

15 Rotary Ave., Binghamton, NY 13095
H (607) 743-0574

makennerknecht@hotmail.com 
meganlynbenjamin@hotmail.com 

SYraCUSe area 
Lou Chistolini ’65 

104 Genesee Rd., Camillus, NY 13031
(315) 487-3862  l  LchistoL65@yahoo.com

Lou Pettinelli Jr. ’55
9415 Wickham Dr., Brewerton, NY 13029

H (315) 676-7175  l  louispett@yahoo.com

WeSterN NeW York 
David Dengler ’78

100 Ruskin Rd., Eggertsville, NY 14226
H (716) 835-3332  l  W (716) 837-2070

djdbflo@yahoo.com 

Events Mailing Schedule
Event registration materials are mailed six to eight 
weeks in advance of an event. If you do not receive a 
mailing and wish to attend your local chapter event, 
contact our office at (607) 753-2516 or by e-mail at 
alumni@cortland.edu and we will send one to you. 
We also use e-mail to notify and remind graduates  
of upcoming alumni events. If you would like to be 
contacted by e-mail, write to alumni@cortland.edu 
and supply your e-mail address.

On July 27, Capital District area alumni enjoyed a buffet lunch and afternoon at the Saratoga Race Track. In the front from the left 
are: Alumni Association President Ronnie Sterlin Silver ’67, Sherri Gramith Newell ’91, Kimberly Potter Ireland ’97, Carole Sturke 
Stubbs ’68 and Marcia Horelick. In the back row from the left are Robert Vinal ’71, Judy Wolfe ’84, Jennifer Drautz ’91, Katharine 
Harris ’92, Jack Stubbs ’72, Dianna Andersen ’07, Robert Samaniuk ’00, Michael Horelick ’67, Alan Steele ’88, Barbara Galgano ’87, 
Jeanne Frevola ’86 and Jamie Bautochka ’85. 
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Hamilton area alumni Gather

Hank ’49 and Sallie von Mechow hosted 25 alumni, 
family and friends at their home in Hamilton, N.Y., 

for their seventh annual picnic on July 29. Fred ’77 and 
Patricia Vecchio von Mechow ’98 assisted with the 
planning and setup of the event in the von Mechow 
backyard with beautiful flower gardens in the back-
ground. President Erik J. Bitterbaum greeted guests at 
the event, and after dinner, gave a College update and 
took questions from alumni. Food and beverages were 
provided by the von Mechows and Oliveri’s Pizzeria. 
Guests commented that they really enjoyed the picnic 
and look forward to coming back next year.

alumni Compete in Geneva triathlon 

Kevin Crossman ’98 encouraged close friends and 
other SUNY Cortland alumni to participate in the 

Musselman competition in Geneva, N.Y. On July 12-13, 
21 alumni joined in the Musselman Triathlon competi-
tions. The event began Saturday morning with alumni 
competing in the Mini-Musselman Sprint Triathlon, 
which included a 500-yard swim, 15-mile bike ride and 
3-mile run. On Sunday, alumni vied in the Musselman, 
which included a 1.2-mile swim, 56-mile bike ride and 
13.1-mile run. Graduates interested in participating  
at next year’s event should contact the Alumni Affairs 
Office for more information.

College Hosts red dragons’  
lacrosse tailgate

on May 25, the SUNY Cortland Red Dragons’  
lacrosse team went to Gillette Stadium in  

Foxborough, Mass., for the 2008 NCAA Championship 
game versus Salisbury State for a third consecutive  
season. Hundreds of alumni, students, faculty, staff  
and fans came to the game to support their Red  
Dragons. The Alumni Association, with support  
from parents of the lacrosse team athletes, Richard  
Cecconi ’74 and Christine Perry Cecconi ’74, and the 
Auxiliary Services Corporation, hosted a tailgate for  
the event. President Erik J. Bitterbaum greeted the fans 
and spoke with attendees before and after the game. 
The Red Dragons were defeated by Salisbury for the 
second straight season but are looking forward to  
coming back for another championship run next  
season. 

Regional and Special Events

While visiting China, SUNY Cortland Leadership Gifts Manager Michael Katz and his family  
attended a reception for Cortland alumni of the International Program at Capital Normal 
University in Beijing on June 29. Attending, in the front from the left, are Ellen Cohen-Rosenthal, 
Katz, Zhang Weizu, retired CNU professor in the Department of English Education, and Han 
Mei, CNU associate dean, College of International Education; middle row, from the left, are Wang 
Xiaoping, professor in the Department of English Education, Lv Yuming, retired professor in the 
Department of General English, Chen Liming, professor in the Department of General English, Li 
Luping, professor in the Department of General English, Lou Xinyue, professor in the Department 
of General English, He Ning, a teacher in the Department of English Language and Literature, Lian 
Xu, a teacher in the Department of English Language and Literature, and Song Jie, vice-chair of the 
Department of English Education. In the back row are Janna Cohen-Rosenthal, Steven LaFerriere, 
Jacob Cohen-Rosenthal and Mollie Cohen-Rosenthal.

The von Mechow family hosted a picnic for 25 alumni and 
their families on July 29 at their home in Hamilton, N.Y. 
From the left are: College President Erik J. Bitterbaum,  
Hank von Mechow ’49 and Sallie von Mechow.

On July 12 and 13, SUNY Cortland alumni competed in the Musselman Triathlon in Geneva, N.Y. Pictured in the front row 
from the left are: Brian Tobin ’94, Melissa Gruver ’95, Trish George, Derek Yacono ’02, Jason Wiese ’07, Bridget Crossman ’01  
(holding Finley), Greg Warren ’03, Thomas Guyette ’03 and Jonathan Gardner ’03. In the back row are: Rich Lacey, Kevin 
Crossman ’98, Gary Crossman ’97, Ryan Warren ’01, Ilona Szotyori ’08, Katherine Becker ’03, Corey Ryon ’99, Jeffrey Willis ’00 
and Jessica Covert Willis ’98.

Hundreds of loyal SUNY Cortland alumni, students, faculty, 
staff and fans supported the Red Dragons Lacrosse Team 
in the Division III NCAA Championship game at Gillette 
Stadium in Foxborough, Mass., on May 25. Pictured from 
the left are John Driscoll, Michale Kesselring ’87, Gregory 
Hall ’84, John McNearny, Jim Cox, Michael Perkins ’87, John 
M. McCarthy ’88, Rory Whipple ’76 and John Cuiffo ’83.

Harry’s Alumni House Wish List

HarrY’S WiSH liSt
iNdoorS

q small catering kitchen

q Chaise lounge with  
chair re-upholstery

q House linen fund
q shelving
q two towel racks

oUtdoorS

q Paved parking lot

q Perennial, tree and shrubbery  
project

q funding for seasonal flower  
arrangements, fresh and silk

q landscape lighting

q assorted garden tools

q rhododendrons (10)

q eCHo edger and trimmer

alSo:

q Garden sections are still available  
for purchase. the name of a loved 
one placed on an alumni House  
garden section is a priceless  
compliment.

SUNY Cortland’s loyal alumni are encouraged to once again come through for  
their College by donating to the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House 
items included in “Harry’s List.” This wish list of necessities for the Alumni  

House is named after Harry Bellardini ’56, an Alumni Association board member  
whose countless volunteer hours have transformed the facility into a beautiful and  
inviting place for graduates to reunite.

If you are interested in making one or more of these wishes come true,  
as well as confirming the cost, please contact either Harry at (607) 423-2143 or  
Doug DeRancy ’75, executive director of alumni affairs, at (607) 753-2516 or  
doug.derancy@cortland.edu. Donations may be tax deductible as allowed by  
the IRS.
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s
UNY Cortland celebrated with more than 600 alumni and guests during the 2008 
Alumni Reunion Weekend held on campus and in the community July 18-20.

Reunion classes from 1943 to 1998 gathered to reconnect with former class-
mates, faculty and friends and to see the progress the College has made since their 
time here. In addition to the reunion classes, the Half Century Club (graduates  

who have celebrated their 50th reunion), Nu Sigma Chi sorority and Athletic Training  
Program alumni joined in the festivities. The weekend began with the annual Reunion Golf 
Tournament at nearby Walden Oaks Country Club. Other activities included breakfast at the 
Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House, the presentation of Distinguished Alumni 
Awards at the Alumni Luncheon, an 80th anniversary dinner for Nu Sigma Chi, individual 
reunion class dinners and more. 

The weekend was full of special moments. The Alumni House was named after Lynne 
Parks Hoffman ’68, who has made the first $1 million gift given by an individual to SUNY 
Cortland. At the first reunion of Athletic Training Program alumni, graduates announced 
that they are in the process of endowing a scholarship in honor of John Cottone, former 
chair of the Kinesiology Department and cur-
rent interim dean of professional studies. At 
the Alumni Luncheon, Gordon Valentine ’68 
passed the gavel to new Alumni Association 
Board of Directors President Ronnie Sternin 
Silver ’67. Finally, Thomas Gallagher, City  
of Cortland mayor, passed a proclamation  
in honor of the Class of 1958 and its  
accomplishments. 

The Alumni Association looks forward 
to the next Alumni Reunion Weekend on 
July 17-19, 2009. Reunion 2009 will feature 
reunion classes from 1944 to 1999, mem-
bers of the Half Century Club and sisters 
of Theta Phi sorority. In addition, alumni 
who participated in student-run, media-
related clubs will be invited to the first-ever 
Media Reunion. Former members, of all class 
years, of the student newspaper (The Dragon 
Chronicle/The Press/Hilltop Press), student 
television station (CSTV), student radio  
station (WSUC-FM/WCSU-AM) or NeoVox/
Uniplanet will gather. Reunion 2009 invitees 
are urged to see page 7 to learn more. 

If you attended Alumni Reunion Week-
end 2008, please visit www.cortland.edu/
reunion to view more reunion photos and 
share your thoughts on the weekend by 
completing the post-reunion evaluation.

Louise DaMassa Sessa ’58, Elizabeth Cassidy Morrell ’58 and Marilyn Lewis Marcy ’58 accept  
The Foundation Directors Cup, awarded to the reunion class that raises the largest unrestricted 
gift to SUNY Cortland. 

Left: Doug DeRancy ’75, 
executive director of 
alumni affairs, presents 
Lynne Parks Hoffman ’68  
with a personalized 
Alumni House robe  
during Reunion 2008. 

Below: Members of the 
Class of 1958 participate 
in the program for their 
50th Anniversary Dinner 
at the Alumni House on 
Friday evening. 

John Cottone, interim 
dean of professional 
studies and former chair 
of kinesiology, hosted a 
farewell breakfast at his 
residence in Virgil, N.Y., 
for Athletic Training 
Program alumni on 
Sunday. Pictured from 
left are: Richard J. 
Boergers ’98, Xristos K. 
Gaglias ’88 and Cottone.

Master of Ceremonies Janet Pelton Caraccilo ’58  
leads the 80th Anniversary Nu Sigma Chi 
Sorority Dinner. 
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reunion set for July 17-19
Reunion Year Classes include: the Half Century 
Club (1959 and earlier), 1944, 1949, 1954, 1959, 
1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994 and 
1999. Classmates celebrating reunion are urged  
to update their alumni records to be assured they 
will receive all reunion communications. The class 
committees will be contacting classmates and 
encouraging them to attend. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact the Alumni 
Affairs Office at (607) 753-2516 or by e-mail at 
alumni@cortland.edu.

alumni asked to serve on Class Committees
Graduates who are interested in serving on their  
class committees are asked to contact the alumni 
affairs office at (607) 753-2516 or by e-mail at  
alumni@cortland.edu. 

Committee membership requires only a small 
time commitment and a willingness to reach out  
and contact classmates and friends about the reunion 
and reunion class gifts. 

alumni in reunion classes will receive a registration packet in early May.  reservations are required.  
anyone wishing to attend is welcome. if you are not a member of a 2009 reunion class, please call 
the alumni affairs office at (607) 753-2516 to request a registration packet. requests also may be 
sent by fax to (607) 753-5789 or by e-mail to alumni@cortland.edu.

Tentative Schedule 
friday, July 17
l eighteen Hole Golf tournament/ 

Captain and Crew 
l Class of 1959/theta Phi Boat Cruise,  

Cayuga lake
l Class Committee members recognition 

reception
l Class of 1959 dinner
l Class of 1949 day trip
l all reunion Party

Saturday, July 18 
l Breakfast Buffet and tours of the  

alumni House
l alumni luncheon featuring Presentation  

of distinguished alumni 
l all Greek reception underwritten by the  

nu sigma Chi legacy fund
l theta Phi sorority dinner
l media Clubs dinner

Sunday, July 19 
l all-Class farewell Breakfast
l theta Phi farewell Breakfast

October
11 Southern Tier Dinner Cruise, Ithaca, N.Y.

11 Albany River Rats Hockey Night, Albany, N.Y.

25  Hall of Fame Weekend, SUNY Cortland

25-26 Alumni Board of Directors Meeting, Lynne Parks ’68  
SUNY Cortland Alumni House

November
5 Central New York Alum of the Year and Holiday Social,  

Glen Loch Restaurant, Jamesville, N.Y.

15  50th Cortaca Jug Football Game, SUNY Cortland  
Stadium Complex

15 C-Club Classic Teams Reunion 1988 Football Team,  
SUNY Cortland

15  Football Alumni Reunion, SUNY Cortland, Corey Union

February
7 Alumni Board of Directors Meeting, Lynne Parks ’68  

SUNY Cortland Alumni House

20-22 Las Vegas Reunion, Las Vegas, Nev.

March
6 2009 East Coast Florida Reunion, TBA 

7 2009 West Coast Florida Reunion, Waterford Club,  
Venice, Fla.

June
13 Alumni Board of Directors Annual Meeting, 

Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House

July
17-19 Alumni Reunion 2009, SUNY Cortland

31-2 Alumni Board of Directors Meeting, Raquette Lake, N.Y.

For updates, check the alumni online calendar at  
www.cortland.edu/alumni/calendar.html

Theta Phi Sorority and Student Media to be Honored at Reunion 2009
The Alumni Affairs Office is excited to host two special alumni groups during Alumni Reunion Weekend 2009. 
Theta Phi sorority will host all sisters, regardless of class year, at reunion. Activities include a sorority-only  
dinner at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House and a luncheon cruise on Cayuga Lake. Alumni who 
participated in a student-run media club also will be honored. Alumni of the campus newspaper (The Dragon 
Chronicle/The Press/Hilltop Press), television station (CSTV), radio station (WSUC-FM/WCSU-AM) and 
NeoVox/Uniplanet will join together to celebrate the first-ever Media Reunion. To be invited to one or both of 
these reunions, please complete the form below and return it to: Alumni Affairs Office; SUNY Cortland; P.O. Box 
2000; Cortland, NY 13045. If you would like to serve on the reunion planning committee for one or more groups, 
please check the appropriate box. The Alumni Affairs Office looks forward to seeing both groups in July 2009!

SUNY Cortland theta Phi and Student Media reunions

Name  Class Year
 FIRST PRE-MARITAL LAST 

I was a member of: 
q Theta Phi q Student Newspaper q Student Radio Station

q Student Television Station q NeoVox/Uniplanet 

Address (Street, City, State, Zip)

Phone Number 

E-mail Address 
  (by providing your e-mail address, you will receive electronic communications from SUNY Cortland.)

I would like to join the reunion planning committee for:
q Theta Phi q Student Media

SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum presents flowers to 
Marian Dickow Newell ’38 at the Alumni Luncheon in front of 
more than 300 alumni and guests. Bitterbaum honored Newell 
and Malvina Cook Hunt ’38 for being the most mature alumni 
attending the reunion. 
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By Peter D. Koryzno
Editor

n
EW YORK CITY — From his vantage 
point inside the famed Ed Sullivan Theatre,  
Michael McIntee ’80 sits about 20 feet from 
David Letterman and has done so for all 
but five of the “Late Show” broadcasts — 

some 2,000 live tapings and counting — since 1998.
But don’t search your TV screen for McIntee in the  

audience or on center stage, although he’s no stranger to  
either, having appeared many times in the program’s count-
less skits dressed as everything from a pilgrim to a dinosaur. 
Instead, McIntee, the program’s production coordinator, 
can be found huddled with the show’s writers in a cluttered, 
off-stage cubbyhole they affectionately call “The Shack.” 

McIntee describes his job with “The Late Show with David 
Letterman” as something akin to the neck of an hourglass.

“Everything goes through me and our Associate Producer 
Nancy Agostini,” he explained during a late July interview in 
his 12th floor office down the hall from Letterman’s suite.

“We receive the scripts from the writers and ideas from 
the producers,” McIntee noted. “Then we notify all who 
need to make the script ready for the show — wardrobe, 
make-up, cue cards, scenics, graphics, chyron operator and 
music. Everything goes through us. If a writer needs some-
thing from wardrobe, they ask us.”

His ascent among the “Late Show” staff began as a lowly 
intern in 1994. He had been a New York City policeman for 
the previous seven years, but an unfortunate tumble down a 
flight of stairs while he and his partner were apprehending a 
fleeing burglar truncated his career. The tendon in his knee 
completely ruptured.

When the NYPD medics declared McIntee physically 
unfit to perform his duties on the force, he retired with 
a pension. He tried his hand as a hospital security officer 
but quickly found the job “mind-numbingly dull.” Always  
successful at guessing punch lines to jokes, he regularly sent 
his own versions to New York metropolitan area news-
papers and radio shows, as well as to The Tonight Show.

“I remember one of mine they used during the baseball 
strike,” he recounted. “The players’ demands are so ridicu-
lous. Now they are demanding summers off.”

Encouraged by his wife, Denise, who was then an opera-
tions manager at ABC Radio, McIntee applied to become a 
“Late Show” intern. At 34 years of age, he was the oldest in 
the show’s history.

“I knew if I wanted to be a writer — and quite a few of 
the writers started this way — then I had to get in and work 
the mail slots, the copier or anything,” he said. “I remember 
making a suggestion the first day and everyone sort of looked 
at me and said, ‘Shut up.’ But I came early and stayed late.  
I looked at what they didn’t want to do and did that.”

The Letterman show had moved from NBC to CBS the 
year before McIntee’s fall internship. He soon discovered 
that program videotapes were just being stockpiled on 
backroom shelves. 

“So I devised a logging system for the tapes on the  
computer,” said McIntee, who 14 years later still serves as 
the show’s videotape librarian. 

His four-month internship turned into a permanent  
position. By 1996, he became the “Late Show” unofficial 
historian, writing recaps of each night’s show for its Web 
site, while also adding his own personal comments on  
every “blog.” 

“It’s called the Wahoo Gazette,” he said. “When Dave 
opens up his Top 10 List, he says it’s from the home office 
in Wahoo, Neb. Before that, it was Grand Rapids, Mich., 
and before that something else. So we decided to call it the 
Wahoo Gazette. I wanted to get my creative juices out there, 
and it’s been a great outlet for me. I’ve gotten responses 
from Stephen King and Southside Johnny.”

McIntee has a work ethic that “no job is too big and no 
job is too small.”

On the lighter side, he walked through the revolving 
door outside CBS’ West 57th St. headquarters for 45 min-
utes straight while the television audience watched before 
an official finally stopped him. 

“I‘ve worked with Bill Murray, Tony Randall and Nathan 
Lane,” he recalled. “I’ve arrested Jim Carrey. I dressed as a 
woman for the show and then took the subway home but 
forgot to take off my lipstick, blush and eye shadow. I’ve tried 
to get a table at a restaurant without wearing a shirt in the 
winter. I was the catcher for Dave Letterman and Joe Torre 
when they pitched baseballs to David Wright and Johnny 
Damon on 53rd St. 

“When the Yankees and Mets were playing the 2000 
World Series, I participated in a skit, ‘Who Will Get Picked 
up First by a Cab Driver: A Guy in a Yankee Shirt Without 
Pants or a Guy in a Mets Shirt Without Pants.’”

Wearing only his boxer shorts and a Yankees top on 
Broadway Avenue, McIntee won the contest.

“The cab driver went flying by the Mets guy and picked 
me up,” he recounted. “When I got in the back seat, he said 
to me, ‘Did you see that guy without pants on?’”

Since becoming the production coordinator a dozen 
years ago, McIntee has regularly participated in all the staff 
meetings, beginning with the 10:15 a.m. gathering of 30 
writers and producers.

“About a half-hour to an hour after the meeting, we 
start to receive scripts,” said McIntee. “I type them up on 
blue cards for Dave to read. Rehearsal is at 1 p.m. Hope-
fully everything is ready to go. We run through rehearsal. 
Changes are made. Things are tweaked. When I first started 
here, Dave used to throw a football during rehearsal just to 
break the monotony.”

When Letterman’s regular football-tossing partner got 
promoted, McIntee, a former high school quarterback, filled 
the void so well that Letterman demanded that McIntee  
continue, which he did for the next few years.

“He throws a pretty good ball,” McIntee said of  
Letterman. 

Meanwhile, segment producers will chat on the phone 
with the show’s guests in advance of their appearances, trying 

to elicit informational tidbits to help Dave with his interviews 
during the show. They will then type up a little packet for 
Dave with six or seven questions to ask the person.

“The best interviews are when he asks just one question 
and the interview flows from there,” said McIntee. “The 
worst interview is when he needs all seven questions.

“We tape from 4:30-5:30 p.m. on Mondays through 
Thursdays. We tape a second show on Monday from 7-8 p.m. 
that airs on Friday. Once the show starts, I am still working 
with the head writers and watching the show on a monitor.

“Everyone has their own idea of what makes a good 
show. My idea is that everything is typed the right way, 
everybody has what he or she needs and everything is where 
it’s supposed to be. A writer’s idea of a good show is that 
his or her idea was funny. Wardrobe’s idea of a good show 
is that everybody looked nice.”

McIntee has enjoyed a ringside seat to a parade of 
America’s funniest comedians, best musicians, finest actors, 
greatest athletes and most influential politicians.

“I’ve met Presidents Bush and Clinton, Vice President 
Gore and Senators John McCain, Barack Obama and Hillary 
Clinton,” noted McIntee, who listed actors Paul Newman, 
Tom Hanks, Julia Roberts and Al Pacino among his favorites. 
“But I am not that awestruck with celebrities, which I think is 
a good thing. Someone says, ‘Hey, here’s Tom Cruise.’ And 
I’ll go, ‘Eh, I’ve got other things to do.’

“Actually, I am more impressed with the athletes. The 
actors are always smaller than I thought they would be and 
the athletes are always bigger. Derek Jeter and A-Rod are 
huge. And I like the musicians. From 15 feet away, I’ve 
watched performances by Bruce Springsteen, Ringo Starr, 
Chuck Berry, John Fogarty and Roger Daltrey.

“I also like comedians because they are out there totally 
by themselves except for the microphone. You’ve got 460 
people in the audience saying, ‘C’mon, make me laugh.’ 
That’s tough to do.”

McIntee reserves his highest praise for Letterman, 
whom he describes as “very nice, generous and funny with 
a sharp, sharp wit. They always tell you that he knows  
everything and I think he does. He wants things right.  
He’s a perfectionist. He’s private and I respect his privacy 
tremendously. 

“When he gets someone talking about global warming 
or the war in Iraq, you can see he really gets into it and he 
knows what he’s talking about. I think he downplays what 
he knows, but he’s very well read. I sense he’ll keep asking 
you questions until you say, ‘I don’t know.’ Whenever I 

Mike McIntee ’80 Finds Second Career with 
Popular Late Night Television Comedy Show

A former New York City policeman, Mike McIntee ’80 has been the production coordinator for the “Late Show with David 
Letterman” since 1996.

“I’ve met Presidents Bush and Clinton, Vice President 

Gore and Senators John McCain, Barack Obama and 

Hillary Clinton. But I am not that awestruck with 

celebrities, which I think is a good thing. Someone 

says, ‘Hey, here’s Tom Cruise.’ And I’ll go, ‘Eh, I’ve  

got other things to do.’”
— Michael McIntee ’80

Continued on page 9 
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went on vacation he would ask me about the elevation of 
where I went, so I started telling him I vacationed at the 
beach.”

Being a daily part of the Letterman experience has been 
a dream come true for McIntee. 

“I remember being at a bar in the 1980s and telling 
people that I was going to be on Letterman someday,” he 
states. “Fast forward to 1994 and I am in a skit with Dave 
and he’s got me by the shirt. I guess I am supposed to be 
scared but I remember seeing the clip and seeing that I am 
smiling because I am on the show.”

Growing up in New City, N.Y., McIntee’s focus was on 
sports. He played football, wrestled and was a hurdler at 
Ramapo Senior High School. 

“I did all the sports but I excelled at mediocrity,” admit-
ted McIntee, who performed in the shadow of two older and 
more successful brothers. “I was a bit of a goofball, always 
looking for fun.

“At the time, I had no idea what college was about, no 
idea what I wanted to major in, and no idea how it worked,” 
he admitted. “I knew nothing about Cortland, only that it 
was close enough and far enough away from home.”

One of only three male freshmen in Shea Hall, McIntee 
unwittingly earned a nickname that would stick throughout 
his collegiate days during his first night on campus.

“For whatever reason, I bought some tequila that first 
night and drank too much,” he said. “I never drank it again 
but the next day everyone was calling me ‘Tequila.’” So for 
four years, I was ‘Tequila,’ ‘T-Man’ or ‘T.’ No one ever 
called me Mike.”

McIntee’s seemingly rudderless existence found new 
purpose only a few months into his Cortland experience.

“That freshmen year is still special to me to this day 
because I was so scared at first,” he recalled. “It was all new. 
I was a big goof ball. All I wanted to do was have fun. But  
I started to sense that people weren’t taking me seriously.  
It was no fault of their own because I didn’t take myself  
seriously. Then, something happened in November where 
it all just turned around. I knew that it would be great.  
I realized that I had better buckle down a bit if I was  
going to make this last four years, I got a whole lot more 
comfortable.”

He wanted tangible proof of his transformation, so 
when he discovered that many freshmen he knew were 
struggling with General Psychology, he took the course the 
next semester and earned a B+ grade. 

“That was a big comfort to me,” he said. “That proved 
to me I could do it.”

He became a psychology major and fondly recalls  
Associate Professor Paul Luyben, whose lessons he still 

uses with his own twin teenage daughters Dominique and  
Danielle, and Professor David Berger, who challenged him 
in his Motivational Psychology course, one that McIntee 
aced. Legendary English Professor Van Burd singled out 
McIntee’s freshman composition paper about his first 
small airplane ride and that encouragement at an impor-
tant juncture in McIntee’s life still resonates with him  
decades later. 

As a sophomore, McIntee went through the residential 
assistant (RA) program and became the RA on his Hendrick 
Hall third floor that second semester. As a junior, he was 
the Hendrick Hall first floor RA.

“I have great memories of Cortland,” he noted. “I 
learned how to learn at Cortland. I learned the importance 
of preparation. I made the Dean’s List a few semesters. The 
trick was to make college like a full-time job. I spent eight 
hours a day in class and at the library, Monday through 
Friday. I couldn’t believe the amount of free time I had on 

the weekends and evenings. There were some great classes 
that opened my mind totally. There was a whole new world 
out there. You took bits and pieces from every course you 
took, but everything was connected.”

Reflecting upon his life, McIntee admitted, “I never  
intended to be a psych major. I never intended to be an R.A. 
I never intended to be a cop. I never intended to work in 
television. I never intended to be an actor. I never intended 
to have a blog. I feel like a passenger in my own car.”

Add to that list that McIntee never intended to be a full-
time comedy writer, but that still remains a personal goal. 
Meanwhile, he enjoys rubbing shoulders with extremely 
talented people at the “Late Show.”

“Sometimes, I’ll make myself walk through Times 
Square just to remind myself where I am,” he concluded. 
“Everything is just luck. The right place at the right time. 
You’ve got to be ready. If I had actually pursued this, I don’t 
know if I would have gotten it.”

Spend a Day . . .
l The technologically equipped Jean M. Dunlavey ’64 Pub 

seats 35 persons and features an 80-inch projection 

screen for conferences.

l The cheerful Alumni Association Board of Director’s 

Solarium offers meeting space for 35 persons.

Spend a Night . . .
l Five elegantly adorned rooms, four with private baths.

l Complimentary continental breakfast.

l One block from downtown Cortland.

Spend a Lifetime . . .
l A perfect backdrop for your unforgettable wedding.

l Beautifully landscaped grounds with hundreds of flowers.

l A spacious tent area that can seat 200 persons.

l Attentive caterers provide options to meet your budget 

and wedding party size.

The Alumni House is  
open to SUNY Cortland 
graduates, parents of  

prospective and enrolled students, 
and SUNY Cortland faculty,  
staff and student organizations. 
For more information, contact  
us at (607) 753-1561, by e-mail  
at alumnihouse@cortland.edu,  
or on the Web at  
www.cortland.edu/alumnihouse.

“Where Alumni and Friends Meet”

29 tomPkins street

By Daniel Catalano ’08

W
hen many people hear 
the words “fraternity” 
or “sorority,” visions of 
the movie “National 

Lampoon’s Animal House” with its burnt-
down houses, kegs of beer on the front 
lawn, and its wild and crazy party animals, 
come to mind. 

At SUNY Cortland, more than 300 
fraternity brothers and sorority sisters are 
proving those popular images do not 
reflect the reality of their organizations. 

“Being Greek is being a leader by 
choice so we have to live up to those 
expectations and get rid of the stereotypes 
that just label us and bring us down,” said 
Russ Daniels, president of the College’s 
oldest recognized fraternity, Pi Kappa Phi. 

Daniels and the rest of the Greeks at 
SUNY Cortland volunteer in the community 
and fundraise for numerous foundations 
while gaining leadership skills. 

The College boasts four social frater-
nities, including Pi Kappa Phi, Delta Chi, 
Lambda Upsilon Lambda multicultural fra-
ternity, Kappa Sigma; one co-educational 
service fraternity, Alpha Phi Omega; four 
sororities: Delta Phi Epslion, Alpha Phi, 
Sigma Delta Tau, Nu Sigma Chi; and the 
Omega Phi Beta Latina sorority interest 
group. 

Many local agencies, including the 
YMCA, YWCA, Cortland Youth Bureau, SPCA 
and the J.M. McDonald Sports Complex, 
benefit from services provided by the 
College’s fraternities and sororities. The City 
of Cortland’s first annual Chill-A-Bration was 
a success with help from Delta Chi, Delta 
Phi Epsilon, Alpha Phi, Nu Sigma Chi, Alpha 
Phi Omega, Kappa Sigma and Omega Phi 
Beta. These chapters ran tables, staffed 
games and sold merchandise throughout 
the day. The YMCA in Cortland holds an 
annual Family Fun Night with the help of 
Delta Phi Epsilon and Pi Kappa Phi. 

The J.M. McDonald Sports Complex 
in Cortland hosted its second annual 
WinterFest, a carnival filled with games 
and contests for children around the area. 
Sigma Delta Tau, Nu Sigma Chi and Delta 
Chi volunteered to set up, facilitate and 
break down the event.  

“The help from the Greek community is 
invaluable and we could not do the festival 
without them,” said Sue Covington, office 
manager and event planner for the complex. 

In April, Delta Phi Epsilon held its first-
ever “65 Roses” dinner in Corey Union to 
benefit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. The 
women invited David Compton, executive 
director of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
Central New York Chapter, to speak about 
the disease and the importance of fund-
raising for medical research. 

“I was very fortunate to be able to plan 
an event like this,” said Mollie O’Brien, vice 
president of programming and a sister in 
Delta Phi Epsilon, which raised $864 for  
the foundation. “Since it was our first year 
planning 65 Roses, we had a good turnout, 
but I think in the future it will become more 
successful. Hopefully, we can raise more 
awareness and more money for cystic  
fibrosis.” 

This past fall, Delta Chi raised $1,660 
through its Homecoming Queen competi-
tion for The V Foundation and Relay for 
Life, which both support cancer research. 

Beyond the benefit to the greater 
Cortland community, SUNY Cortland stu-
dents are acquiring skills that will serve 
them well following graduation. 

“Every member of a fraternity or sorority  
has the chance to take on a leadership 
position,” said junior Ed Reiser, president 
of the national award-winning chapter of 
Delta Chi. 

Meghan Ida, president of Delta Phi 
Epsilon, said that joining a sorority has 
given her the opportunity to fine-tune her 
leadership skills. 

“Being Greek means more to me than 
most accomplishments I’ve ever made,” 
she noted. “It has also taught me a lot 
about myself and what I am capable of  
as far as my leadership skills.” 

“Being Greek doesn’t just stay in 

Cortland,” said Courtney Jensen, president 
of Alpha Phi. “No matter where I go, I rep-
resent my chapter and continue to meet 
more Greeks. I have met some from all 
over the country and have been able to 
learn from all of them.” 

“Being Greek means always living up 
to the ideals of an individual’s respective 
organization and is a lifetime commit-
ment,” said Sandra Wohlleber, assistant 
director of campus activities and Greek 
affairs. “Every chapter at SUNY Cortland has 
a potential for greatness.” 

The future for the Greek system at 
SUNY Cortland looks promising. Recently, 
Kappa Sigma colony and Omega Phi 
Beta interest group were added as viable 
options, while another National Panhellenic 
Conference sorority is under consideration 
to be added during the 2008-09 academic 
year. Wohlleber trusts that new groups will 
give students a wider range of options to 
choose from, helping to fill that void for 
underrepresented students.

Editor’s note: After graduation, former Public 
Relations Intern Daniel Catalano ’08 began 
his career as Delta Chi International’s new-
est leadership consultant. He trained in Iowa 
City, Iowa, in June. The first Cortland brother 
to be hired as a leadership consultant with 
the fraternity, Catalano was a founding 
father of the Cortland Chapter.  

SUNY Cortland Greeks Defy Stereotypes
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By Jean Palmer
Staff Writer

T
he Old Maid’s Cabin, one 
of the original three build-
ings at the SUNY Cortland 
Outdoor Education Center, 
was dedicated on July 26 

to honor the late SUNY Cortland Distin-
guished Alumnus Franklin E. Coolidge ’35 
and his wife, Miriam Burroughs Coolidge. 

Their only child, Marjrie Coolidge 
Wirth, and their only grandson, Rusty 
Wirth, joined more than 30 alumni and 
friends at the National Historic Landmark 
Adirondack camp for the Coolidge Cabin 
naming ceremony. 

“This is historically significant,” said 
Jack Sheltmire ’73, director of the Center 
for Environmental and Outdoor Education. 
“This cabin is being named for Frank, who 
was a cutting-edge educator. The lasting 
experience Frank provided for hundreds 
and thousands of children during his  
tenure has left an impact forever.”

Coolidge, a member of the SUNY Cor-
tland Campus School faculty and admin-
istration from 1946 until his retirement in 
1968, began utilizing the unique learning 
environment provided by Camp Hunting-
ton the year after it was acquired in 1948.

The Campus School principal and the 
College’s first full-time coordinator of stu-
dent teaching, Coolidge, who died in 1999 
at age 93, was a North Country native who 
shared his love for outdoor life by organizing 
trips and classes at Raquette Lake for seventh- 
and eighth-grade Campus School students.

To help preserve the opportunity for 
future generations to utilize the Outdoor 
Education Center at Raquette Lake, a  
bequest was created by Wirth and her  
husband, Colonel William R. Wirth, to 
fund the major reconstruction, renovation 
and refurbishing of the cabin that was built 
in 1880 by W.W. Durant.

The Coolidge Cabin is the last major 
renovation at Raquette Lake. The cabin 
currently is not in use because of lead 
paint and bad flooring. When completed, 
the centrally located building will hold the 
director’s office in the front, with an over-
flow residence in the back.

“My current office is in a bedroom,” 
Sheltmire said. “The director’s office used 
to be housed in historical buildings, so it 
will be extra special to have the office in 
this one.”

One of Coolidge’s former students, 
Donald “Bud” Ames, recounted what he 
absorbed from his principal.

“After getting into trouble one day, I 
was sent to Dr. Coolidge’s office,” Ames 
recalled. “I learned that my punishment 
was to play ping pong with him after school 
every day. He was playing table tennis, while 
I was learning the lessons for my life.”

Wirth, a retired advertising director 
who lives in North Carolina, discussed the 
passion her father had for teaching, the 
Outdoor Education Center and poetry. 
Coolidge wrote some 500 poems, many of 
which he could recite from memory. 

“Franklin Coolidge was regarded as a 
long-standing pioneer in the student-teach-
ing field and he had the distinct reputation 
of being equally dedicated to perfection 
and to his students,” reads from part of 

Coolidge’s citation as a Distinguished Alum-
nus. “Recognizing the vast potential of that 
beautiful wilderness site, he was principally 
responsible for development of programs 
which involved the pupils of the College’s 
Campus School.”

SUNY Cortland President Erik J.  
Bitterbaum talked about Coolidge as  
someone he would have liked to know.

“If we are to have a lasting legacy of 
Frank,” Bitterbaum said, “what a better 
place to have it than at Raquette Lake and 
the Old Maid’s Cabin.”

Wirth reflected on how her father 
would have felt about the dedication of the 
Coolidge Cabin and how much it would 
have meant to both of her parents. 

“I think my father would be very pleased 
with today’s dedication,” Wirth said. “Espe-
cially that people remember him in such a 
good way. I don’t think he would feel proud 
because he wasn’t a prideful person, but I 
believe he and my mother would be very, 
very happy.”

In 1927, Coolidge married Miriam  
Burroughs, whose mother Lucy Ross was  
a Cortland Normal student in the 1890s. 
Miriam was a sounding board for Coolidge’s 
decisions and always a strong supporter  
of his teaching goals. She also was an  
enthusiastic partner during their 50 

years of Adirondack camping and fishing  
adventures.

He taught in one-room schools in  
Jefferson and Broome counties before 
joining the faculty at Hooper Elemen-
tary School in Endwell, N.Y., in 1930. He  
became supervising principal at Hooper 
in 1935. After 1946, their lives revolved 
around SUNY Cortland. Miriam died in 
1993, a little more than a month before her 
86th birthday.

Born in Antwerp, N.Y., Coolidge received 
his three-year teaching diploma from Cort-
land Normal School in 1935 and his Bachelor 
of Science, Master of Science and doctorate 
in education from Syracuse University. He 
was a member of Phi Delta Kappa Education 
Honorary Fraternity.

In 1996, colleagues, former students 
and family members honored him with  
the creation of the Franklin E. Coolidge 
Education Award at his 90th birthday. The 
scholarship is presented to a SUNY Cortland 
education major “whose student teaching 
and responsible citizenship give promise 
of creating environments where learning  
can flourish, and whose intellectual and 
ethical integrity shows potential for achiev-
ing Dr. Coolidge’s level of excellence and 
devotion to education.”

Raquette Lake Cabin Named in Honor of 
Distinguished Alumnus Franklin E. Coolidge ’35

Douglas DeRancy ’75, executive director of 
alumni affairs at SUNY Cortland, and Marjrie 
Coolidge Wirth, the only child of Franklin 
E. Coolidge ’35 and Miriam Burroughs 
Coolidge, officially dedicate the Coolidge 
Cabin at Raquette Lake.

SUNY Cortland alumni, friends, family, faculty and staff gather at the reception in the Moseley 
Glass Dining Room following the naming of the Coolidge Cabin at the Outdoor Education Center.

Remarks dedicating the Coolidge Cabin at Raquette Lake on July 26 were made by Donald “Bud” 
Ames, pictured on the left, a former student of Franklin E. Coolidge ’35. Also attending from 
the left were: SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum; Marjrie Coolidge Wirth, daughter of 
Coolidge; Douglas DeRancy ’75, executive director of alumni affairs at SUNY Cortland; and Jack 
Sheltmire ’73, director of the Center for Environmental and Outdoor Education.

“The lasting experience Frank  

provided for hundreds and thousands 

of children during his tenure has left 

an impact forever.”

—Jack Sheltmire ’73
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reGiSter NoW! 
WiNter 2009

Monday, Jan. 5, 2009, is the deadline to register for the annual winter session open to  
SUNY Cortland alumni which will be held at Huntington Memorial Camp, Jan. 25-29, 
2009. This five-day session is being offered to alumni, their families and/or guests. They 
will have the opportunity to enjoy a winter experience in the Adirondack Mountains.  
Activities will include cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, saunas, star gazing and  
much more.

Arrival time is Sunday, Jan. 25, at 2 p.m. Be prepared to walk across the ice road  
to Camp Huntington. All gear will be transported. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m. 
Guests will depart on Thursday, Jan. 29, after breakfast.

Participants must bring their own linen and/or sleeping bags. Sleeping 
bags are preferred! Blankets and pillows will be provided.

Adult Rate:  $156, includes room and board
Children’s Rate:  $128, includes room and board (age 12 and under)
A $50 deposit is required with pre-registration for each family. The deposit will be  
applied to the total cost and will be non-refundable unless a two-week notice of  
cancellation is given. The balance is due with a check upon arrival. 

Once the form is received, a confirmation letter will be sent.

SUNY Cortland Alumni Association Raquette Lake Program
WiNter 2009 reSerVatioN forM

Alumna/Alumnus      Phone No .

Street   City    State Zip 

Class Year    E-mail 

Names of Family Members: Spouse and/or Guests

Children (include ages)

A $50 deposit should be returned with this completed form. 
Checks should be made payable to: Auxiliary Services Corporation. 

Return this form by Monday, Jan. 5, 2009, to:
Jack Sheltmire, Director, Center for Environmental and Outdoor Education, 
SUNY Cortland, Miller Building, Room 230, P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045

In the summer of 2009, the Outdoor Education Center 
at Raquette Lake will be open to SUNY Cortland alumni, 
their families and/or guests. There are three seven-
day sessions at Antlers, one seven-day session at 
Huntington Memorial Camp, and two six-day sessions 
at Antlers.

The first seven-day session at Antlers is June 29-  
July 5. Arrival time is Monday, June 29, at 2 p.m. Dinner  
will be served at 6 p.m.  Departure is after breakfast on 
Sunday, July 5.

The second seven-day session at Antlers is  
July 5-11. Arrival time is Sunday, July 5, at 2 p.m.  
Dinner will be served at 6 p.m.  Departure is after  
breakfast on Saturday, July 11.

The third seven-day session at Antlers is  
aug. 30- sept. 5. Arrival time is Sunday, Aug. 30, at  
2 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 6 p.m.  Departure is after 
breakfast on Saturday, Sept. 5.

The seven-day session at Camp Huntington is  
June 29-July 5.  Arrival time is Monday, June 29, at  
2 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 6 p.m.  Departure is after 
breakfast on Sunday, July 5.

The first six-day session at Antlers is July 26-31. 
Arrival time is Sunday, July 26, at 2 p.m. Dinner will 
be served at 6 p.m. and departure is after breakfast on 
Friday, July 31.

The second six-day session at Antlers is aug. 24- 29.  
Arrival time is Monday, Aug. 24, at 2 p.m.  Dinner will 
be served at 6 p.m. and departure is after breakfast on 
Saturday, Aug. 29.

Participants must bring their own sleeping bags 
and/or linen. Blankets and pillows will be provided. Bring 
a pillowcase, towels, washcloth, soap, shampoo, etc. 

rates for the seven-day sessions:
adults: $222, includes room and board 
Children: $182 includes room and board 
 for age 12 and under 
Children under age one – NO CHARGE

rates for the six-day session:
adults:  $189, includes room and board
Children: $155, includes room and board 
 for age 12 and under
Children under age one – NO CHARGE

reservatiOn FOrMs WiLL nOt Be aCCePted  
BeFOre Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2009
A $50 deposit is required with pre-registration for each 
family. The deposit will be applied to the total cost 
and will be non-refundable unless a two-week notice of 
cancellation is given to the director at Raquette Lake. The 
balance must be paid with a check upon arrival. After the 
sessions have been assigned, participants will be notified 
of their session date.

SUMMer 2009

SUNY Cortland Alumni Association Raquette Lake Program
SUMMer 2009 reSerVatioN forM

Alumna/Alumnus      Phone No .

Street   City    State Zip 

Class Year    E-mail 

Names of Guests

Children (include ages)

session Preference: (please indicate first, second and third preference)
____ (Huntington: June 29-July 5)   ____ (Antlers: July 5-11) ____ (Antlers: Aug. 24-29)  
____ (Antlers: June 29-July 5) ____ (Antlers: July 26-31)  ____ (Antlers: Aug. 30-Sept. 5) 

A $50 deposit should be returned with this completed form. Checks should be made payable to: auxiliary services 
Corporation. Balance due paid by check only at time of arrival.  return this form to:  Jack Sheltmire, Director, 
Center for Environmental and Outdoor Education, SUNY Cortland, Miller Building, Room 230, P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, 
NY 13045.

a l U M N i  a S S o C i a t i o N 

Raquette Lake Programs

By Jean Palmer
Staff Writer

D an Hawkins ’58 thought he would be 
reminiscing with old friends and enjoying 
dinner during his class’s 50th anniversary  
dinner at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY  
Cortland Alumni House in July. What 

he was not expecting was a special award from the 
Alumni Association. 

The first-ever Reunion Weekend Loyalty 
Award was presented to Hawkins by Doug  
DeRancy ’75, executive director of alumni affairs. 
Hawkins has been attending SUNY Cortland  
Reunion Weekends for 16 straight years. 

“I would see Dan return to campus year after 
year,” DeRancy said. “He’s the only alumnus we 
know of who has come back to the College so 
many years in a row. The Alumni Association 
thought it would be a nice gesture to recognize 
him for his faithfulness with this award.”

Hawkins, who said he was humbled by the 
honor, comes back year after year because he feels 
Cortland is where he belongs. When he came to the 
College in 1951 it was the first time he felt like he 
had a hometown.

“When I was 6 years old my mother died,” 
explained Hawkins, who was born in Queens, 
N.Y. “That was the beginning of my odyssey.

“From kindergarten to sixth grade I went to 
five different elementary schools in five different 
towns,” said Hawkins, the second oldest of five children. 
“I went to two junior highs, but managed to stay in one 
location long enough to complete high school. It seemed 
like every two years the landlords sold the home we were 
renting so we had to move. I never felt like I had a home 
base growing up.”

Hawkins had two friends ahead of him in high school 
who attended SUNY Cortland and told him about their 
experiences on campus. After graduating from high school, 
he decided to attend the College, where there was no tuition 
and room and board were inexpensive.

“State schools didn’t start charging tuition until the 
1960s,” said Hawkins, an education major. “Dinner at the 

local diner, Hyde’s, was $1 and I worked at the 
snack bar in Brockway Hall for $.50 an hour to 
help pay for my expenses.”

In 1953, Hawkins left to serve in the army. 
He served two years, the majority of that time in 
Germany.

“I came back to the College in 1956,” Hawkins 
recalled. “I was involved with the wrestling team, 
men’s chorus and a quartet that performed four 
freshman arrangements. Sam Forcucci, emeritus 
professor of music, did the arranging and sang 
first tenor. We performed at different events at 
school and around town. We had a lot of fun.”

In 1957, Hawkins met his wife, Fern Gray 
Hawkins ’57, an early childhood education major. 
They married and settled in Greenlawn, N.Y., 
where they raised their son and daughter. 

“I taught second, fourth and fifth grades 
for 32 years at South Huntington (N.Y.) School  
system,” Hawkins said. “I retired in 1990.”

Now, Hawkins and Fern babysit their two 
young granddaughters several days a week, while 
staying involved with the happenings at SUNY 
Cortland. In 1998, Hawkins served as a Reunion 
Weekend committee member. He also was a  
volunteer for several years in Admissions, repre-
senting the College at high school college nights. 
He enjoys coming back to campus to watch 
sporting events such as the Cortaca Jug game. 
He also participates in regional alumni events  
in his area.

“Cortland became my surrogate hometown,” Hawkins 
said. “I felt like I belonged. It is a place I have fond memo-
ries of. I come back every year because you miss people  
that you knew in other classes when you only attend  
reunions every five years. The College represents a very 
happy time in my life.”

College Reunion Weekends Evoke Memories of Home for Dan Hawkins ’58

Doug DeRancy ’75, executive director of alumni affairs at SUNY Cortland, presents Dan 
Hawkins ’58 with the first Reunion Weekend Loyalty Award. Hawkins, a retired teacher 
from Greenlawn, N.Y., has attended 16 consecutive reunions at the College.
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His counseling sounds a bit like a 12-step program. It’s 
sincere, from the heart and deeply religious.

“I have clients who have done very bad things,” Paul 
says. “It’s my job to help them repair their reputations. 
People say, ‘Why would you have clients like that?’ I’m a 
Christian. That is a big part of who I am. And part of my 
philosophy in business is if someone is willing to admit that 
what they’ve done is wrong and truly change their heart 
and want to rehabilitate their reputation, I’m the one to 
help them. But the big rule for me is their heart has to be in 
the right place. You can’t just be doing it for spin. I’ve got a 
90-day contract ‘bailout’ clause just for that reason.” 

Everyone has a reputation to protect, according to 
him.

“Most times people know exactly what they’re doing,” 
Paul says. “They just don’t want to get caught. The slippery 
slope begins with the little things like when you get away 
with something and you say, ‘Well, this isn’t so bad and I 
can keep doing this. And then you make bigger and big-
ger inappropriate decisions that are illegal or unethical or 
immoral. And eventually your ethical and moral decision-
making ability is lost, and then you’re in big, big trouble. 
And when you say, ‘How did I get here?,’ well, it’s those 
little, fork-in-the-road moments where you kept choosing 
the wrong path that now are coming back to haunt you. 
And the consequences are extremely damaging.” 

Most clients employ his firm to build, maintain or  
repair their reputation.

“Many times, we’re kept on retainer after the crisis  
because all the things they should have been doing — which 
by not doing got them into trouble in the first place — now 
need to be put into practice,” Paul says. 

Four of his freelance public relations partners recently 
traveled to Beijing, China, during the Summer 2008 Olympic 
Games, he says. They were retained to deal on the spot with 
any negative international publicity that might arise con-
cerning the brand image of their clients, major corporate 
sponsors of the games.

Only a handful of public relations companies can handle 
the really major clients, he observes.

“You’ll look at a million Web sites advertising crisis 
management, but let the buyer beware,” says Paul. “Even 
before you get an opportunity to work on a crisis, you  
must be taught by someone who’s an expert in crisis and 
reputation management.”

Before founding MGP & Associates PR in 1994  
(www.mgppr.com), he learned the ropes first as a senior 
associate at Burson-Marsteller, later as vice president and 
senior counselor at Hill & Knowlton’s New York Public 
Affairs Group, and finally as global managing director of 
business strategy and marketing communications for MCI 
Systemhouse before it became a division of EDS. 

He also took a leave of absence from his own company 
from 1998-99 to serve in the administration of former New 
York Mayor Rudy Giuliani as executive vice president of 
communications, marketing and advertising for the city’s 
Economic Development Corporation.

Paul has earned international fame in crisis public  
relations and reputation management.

“My firm has had many crisis clients appear in top  
global news stories of the day, and that means over 10,000 
news bureaus around the world are calling your phone 
number. That’s an O.J.-like situation. That’s a Michael 
Jackson kind of situation. That’s an Enron breaking news-
story-of-the-day sort of situation. Unless you’ve had that 
experience, you’re not really a global expert in this field. Ja-
pan’s calling and Australia’s calling and China’s calling and 
media from around the world are calling and your phone 
lines will shut down if you don’t know how to handle it.”

Interviewed recently at his comfortably casual home of-
fice on Manhattan’s West Side — where he has counseled 
people whose names are household words — the entre-

preneur explained just how he has broken the mold on 
operating a corporate public relations firm and rescuing 
clients from the mass media and themselves.

With 19 years of corporate experience, a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science from SUNY Cortland and a Master 
in Public Administration degree with a concentration in  
international management from Columbia University, Paul 
remains a relative youngster among the public relations big 
guns. At this level, he may be still the only person of color 
in a predominantly white and white-haired universe. His 
stable of freelance consultants are all senior-level public 
relations professionals instead of trainees recently gradu-
ated from college. He operates a virtual firm with a tony 
Fifth Avenue address, which is a mail service address. He 
and his senior consultants are constantly on the road and 
not penned up in an office. His clientele couldn’t care less 
and are in fact the reason for his office setup. 

“My clients told me, ‘We want you to come to us,’” he says. 
“This has been a ‘virtual’ company for 14 years and with the 
savings on overhead I employ a bunch of senior consultants.”

Paul’s confidential advice is pricey but he freely shares 
preventive nuggets of wisdom with the masses online and 
on television. He appears regularly on CNN, Fox News 
Channel, MSNBC, Court TV (now TruTV), ABC News, 
ESPN, CBS News, CNBC and BBC.

His latest tradition-breaking move is to reach out to 
members of the legal profession, a natural adversary of crisis 
public relations practitioners. This is because lawyers often 
advise those they represent to say, “No comment.”

“It’s very difficult within the law to pinpoint whether  
a CEO was involved with every decision,” says Paul,  
explaining the crux of the conflict between attorneys and 
reputation doctors. “That was Enron’s excuse, right? But 
that’s not how we measure things in the court of public 
opinion. In the court of public opinion, on the day we hear 
the story, we understand, ‘(Enron CEO Kenneth Lay) had 
to know. I don’t need to see the evidence. How could he 
not know? What, the blind are leading the company?’”

Paul learned an important lesson about his own image 
at SUNY Cortland.

A child model as a youth, working with clients like  
Levi Strauss and Citibank, he had entered the College  
in 1982 and then left after his freshman year to pursue 
modeling in Los Angeles and Malibu, returning at age 24 
to jumpstart his education.

“The opportunity I left Cortland for was Levi 501 
Blues, as they re-introduced the button-up jean in the 
early 1980s,” he says. “But, when I returned to Cortland, 
someone who worked for the student paper wrote an  
article about me called, ‘Hollywood Comes to Cortland.’ 
At first I had thought she was asking me questions just as 
a friend, questions like, ‘What was it like here before?’ But 
then it turned into this major two-page spread, modeling 
photos, the whole nine yards. I go down to the Dark Horse 
and I see the newspaper and everyone’s talking about it and 
saying, ‘There’s the guy!’ And I thought, ‘Oh, gosh, great 
(sarcastically).’”

The nickname ‘Hollywood’ dogged Paul from 1988 
until his graduation.

“It was a little lesson in public relations for myself, which 
was, ‘Be careful if you don’t want that story to be told and 

you just want to be an average student again and just finish-
ing up your degree,’” Paul says. “That wasn’t an option after 
that article.” 

Paul has shared this and other life stories with students in 
his two visits to campus since graduation.

He says he chose political science at SUNY Cortland 
as a career starting point. Before that, his well-publicized 
performance on a mock trial while taking an advanced 
placement course at John Jay High School in East Fishkill, 
N.Y., had earned him an internship at the Dutchess County 
Courthouse.

“I was told I was the first high school intern at the 
county district attorney’s office and law students were  
still fighting over those positions today,” said the Brooklyn 
native who before moving to Dutchess County was raised 
in Huntington, N.Y., by his mother, Jessie, a nurse’s aide, 
and his father, Anthony, a banker.

Paul still admires and keeps in touch with many of his 
former political science educators. Distinguished Teach-
ing Professor Judith Best provided one of his strongest life  
lessons.

“She taught me about overcoming failure, and it’s 
something I talked about when I came back to Cortland a 
couple times,” Paul said.

He took her required course for political science majors 
as a freshman. He considered himself a sharp student with a 
good memory who had way too many non-academic com-
mitments, including soccer and the Judicial Review Board.

“I was a student who could kind of skate through a lot 
of different things,” Paul said. “That’s a class in which you 
could not do that. And, she warned me, ‘There is a lot of 
material there.’ The famous ‘blue book’ test: ‘Here’s one 
question, now write about it.’ You might have 50 theories 
you have to understand. Well, I failed the final. But when 
I returned to Cortland and it was time to apply to grad 
schools and think about my future, I knew I was going to 
have to explain that ‘F.’”

So he retook and passed Best’s course and later  
approached her again.

“I was involved with a fellowship competition on  
public policy that ended up allowing me to go to Columbia 
University. So, I went back to Judy Best and said, ‘Dr. Best, 
do you mind giving me a recommendation?’ And she said, 
‘Writing recommendations like yours I love, because you 
overcame a failure.’

“Her point was, don’t shy away from it, don’t be afraid 
to talk about it, because it’s what’s going to differentiate 
you from the competition and include honesty, humility 
and integrity. That ended up becoming a major theme of 
my career and one of the biggest tools I now use to help 
clients. It’s kind of the rule we learn before we go to kinder-
garten that we as adults do very poorly: Tell the truth when 
I ask you. Don’t hide things. ‘I will respect you more if you 
tell me you got in the fight on the playground, if you tell me 
yourself rather than having your teacher call me at night to 
tell me what happened today.’ Well, as adults we make the 
same mistakes and those are front-page news today. Those 
are the mistakes that get corporations, elected officials,  
celebrities, athletes, non-profit organizations — all the 
types of clients I have — in big, big trouble.”

PR Guru  
Continued from page 1

“I’m a Christian. That is a big part of who I am. And 

part of my philosophy in business is if someone is 

willing to admit that what they’ve done is wrong 

and truly change their heart and want to rehabilitate 

their reputation, I’m the one to help them.”
— Mike Paul ’90

Continued on page 13

Mike Paul ’90 debates the U.S. presidential elections during a recent segment of “Hardball With Chris Matthews” on MSNBC television.
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John Higgitt ’98, the 2008 Distin-
guished Young Alumnus Award re-
cipient, gives to SUNY Cortland out 
of gratitude for the excellent academic 
preparation he received.

“I am lucky that I have managed to do 
well and it’s because of my education,” 
said Higgitt, a Brooklyn, N.Y., resident 
who is the personal law clerk to New York 
State Supreme Court Justice James M. 
McGuire. 

Recent graduates looking to make an 
impression on SUNY Cortland can partici-
pate in the life of the College by making a 
financial gift, said Jennifer Janes, director 
of The Cortland Fund.

“The support and leadership of our re-
cent graduates is critical for the continued 
success of the College,” she said. 

Towards that end, SUNY Cortland has 
introduced its Associate Partners in Lead-
ership Annual Giving program to recognize 
young alumni leaders. Graduates who make 
a $100 gift their first year out of college and 
continue to give at least $100 for every year 
since they graduated are eligible to become 
members. 

“The program promotes these young 
leaders who are the cornerstone of Cort-
land’s future,” said Janes. “It is a way for 
alumni to celebrate SUNY Cortland and 
support current and future Red Dragons.

“We are counting on them to ensure the 
quality education they received for the next 
generation of Cortland students, at the same 
time preserving the value of their degree.”

Leadership gifts have helped fund key-
note speakers for professional development 
conferences, equip classrooms with real-life 
learning environments, allow students to 
take part in field trips to Raquette Lake and 
to provide scholarship support to students.

Associate Partners in Leadership pro-
gram participants are invited to special events  
and receptions hosted by the College, Janes 
explained. One event is a donor appreciation 
dinner hosted by the president. 

To help expose SUNY Cortland students 
to the culture and benefits of philanthropy 
before they become alumni, the College has 
formed the Student Legacy Committee.

About 15 students were recruited as  
committee members for the 2008-09 aca-
demic year, during which each will volunteer 
five hours per month.

“It’s a great opportunity for students of 
all class years and majors to learn the im-
portance of private support to the College,”  

said Jonni Campbell, assistant director of 
The Cortland Fund. “The students’ roles 
will involve event planning, online Web 
communication for fundraising and aware-
ness and creating a public relations and  
advertising campaign for The Cortland 
Fund on campus.”

Committee members will assist with 
class giving efforts, Campbell said. They 
also will help with senior kickoff, an event 
to celebrate the milestone of making it 
to senior year and to build class affinity;  
philanthropy day, a program that will  
feature guest speakers focusing on ‘giving  
back’; and an on-campus ad campaign 
for The Cortland Fund. Students will use  
online communities like Facebook to  
communicate with the student body, be  
involved with recruiting new members  
and think up ideas for other events.

“Students on this committee will not 
only be involved in making a difference at 
the College,” Campbell explained, “they 
also will gain experience for their futures. 
Some of the benefits are resumé building 
and the opportunity to plan and execute 
fundraising and social events, design pro-
fessional promotional campaigns, learn 
more about the College community from 
an insider’s perspective and attend net-
working events.

“The more students become part of 
the fundraising process while they are on 
campus, the more they begin to understand 
how important private gifts are to the life 
of SUNY Cortland. As alumni, they will 
hopefully make the decision to give to the 
College for life.”

Student and Young Alumni Giving Improves Campus Life

Recent graduates who make contributions to the Associate Partners in Leadership Annual Giving 
program help fund academic, cultural and social events on campus, including research in the 
College’s science departments. Engaging in biological research in Spring 2008 are, from the left, 
Paula Gooden, a senior biomedical sciences major, and Cynthia Echefu, a senior biology major.

Geography Professor Ibipo Johnston-Anumonwo steered 
Paul to knowledge he works with every day, as well.

“I still talk about her class,” Paul says. “I did a report 
in her Economic Geography class on the pizza shops in 
Cortland, and it was so much fun and I learned so much. 
And obviously the thing that really stood out for any busi-
ness was location, location, location. I learned that the best 
location for your business always focuses on your client 
and their needs, not your needs.”

He consulted with Best and two of his other political 
science mentors, Professor Thomas Pasquarello and Distin-
guished Service Professor Robert Spitzer, about whether to 
pursue an internship opportunity as an aide to Assemblyman 
Vincent Leibell. That led to him having a stint in State Sena-
tor Nick Spano’s office and then becoming an aide to former 
U.S. Senator Alfonse D’Amato in both Washington, D.C., and 
New York City. First as a graduate assistant and later as an em-
ployee, he worked on foreign affairs, economic development 
and defense issues. Also becoming an expert in opposition 
research, he would later serve as deputy research director of 
D’Amato’s successful re-election campaign in 1992.

Feeling spiritually lost working in the Big Apple during 
the early 1990s, Paul embraced evangelical Christianity. His 
faith is behind his constant message about truthfulness and 
his ability to dispassionately address, on broadcast televi-
sion and other public venues, the thorny issues of society 
including human misbehavior, politics and race relations.

“When people say, ‘Why are you different?’ or ‘Why  
do you think that way?’ the obvious response is for me to 
remind my clients, friends or media audiences the issue or 
problem I analyze usually includes some type of Christian, 
bible-based solution,” Paul explains. “Morality is obviously 
the root of ethics, integrity and excellent decision making. 
If you are helping people who are on the slippery slope or in 
crisis with those areas, you have to understand the historical, 
global origin of what it is you are practicing. You can make 
believe that ‘ethics’ and ‘morality’ first appeared in the 20th 
century or you can study history and realize ethics, morality 
and reputation management all have roots in the Bible and 
have been around for many centuries.”

PR Guru  
Continued from page 12

athletic training alumni reunite
The first-ever reunion of athletic training alumni was held as part of the 2008 Alumni Reunion Weekend. Longtime Athletic 
Training Program Director John Cottone, now the interim dean of the School of Professional Studies, was surprised by his 
former students, as well as by friends and colleagues, when they announced the creation of the John Cottone Scholarship in 
Athletic Training. The group gathered at Uncle Louie’s Backyard restaurant in Cortland for a banquet. Pictured from left to 
right are, seated: Timothy Henry ’91, Ronald Buggs ’79, Kevin Conley ’90, John Cottone, Paul Houck ’04, Shawn McCarthy ’98 
and Dave Boyland. Second row, Xristos Gaglias ’88, Michael Reed ’91, Meredith Wetherell ’97, Richard J. Boergers ’98, Phoebe 
Adams Stapleton ’02, Barbara Booth Wilson ’88, Charles Monteith ’02, Drue Stapleton ’01, Karen Prashaw Balter ’86, Cheryl 
Gress Buggs ’77, Alyson Dearie, Marsha Mullen ’90 and James Mescall ’91; Third row, Erin McDonough Reed ’94, Christopher 
Hay ’92, Jeffrey Carter ’97, Susan Gmelin Ives ’93, Katie Collier Merriman ’98, Krista Harkenrider ’98, Karen Zwiren Jacobs ’93, 
Patrick Donnelly ’01, Marc Chamberlain ’96, Sonya Comins ’96, Julie Whitehead Cavallario ’03 and Trisha Pike Donnelly ’02. 
Back row, Carl Cantarella ’89, Scott Siddon ’92, Wendy Hurley, Steve Meyer, Christopher Rose ’95, Thomas Lentz ’95, Nancy 
Blessing ’90 and Jason Jones ’99.
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A 
residential facility at SUNY Cortland 
was recently awarded a prestigious 
designation by the nation’s leading 
evaluator of environmentally sus-

tainable and energy efficient buildings.
Constructed in 2005, the cutting-edge 

Glass Tower Hall is one of approximately 
40 newly constructed buildings in New 
York state to win Leadership in Energy and  
Environmental Design (LEED) certification  
from the United States Green Building  
Council (USGBC). LEED is an internation-
ally recognized proprietary designation of 
the USGBC.

Officials at the Dormitory Authority of 
the State of New York (DASNY) and SUNY 
Cortland announced on July 17 that the 
USGBC recently completed its project review 
and granted LEED certification based on its 
stringent energy conservation measures and 
the environmentally safe materials used in its 
construction. 

“Students at SUNY Cortland strive for 
excellence every day so it only stands to 
reason that they should live in a state-of-
the-art residential facility that matches and 
inspires their goals and aspirations,” said 
Paul T. Williams, Jr., executive director of 
the Dormitory Authority. 

“As a scientist — specifically a biologist  
— I was aware of this kind of certifica-
tion,” added SUNY Cortland’s president, 
Erik J. Bitterbaum. “We’re very proud here 
at SUNY Cortland that we made a decision 
early on that all of our buildings were going 
to be LEED-certified, both new construc-
tion and renovations. By doing so we are as 
close to a zero-carbon footprint as possible 
and are improving our energy efficiency and 
letting our students, faculty and staff know 
the importance of the environment. It’s an 
ambitious goal, but we think an important 
one. We hope to set an example for future 
generations regarding energy use.” 

Glass Tower Hall, a four-story residen-
tial facility with 194 beds, is the first new 
dormitory on campus in 32 years, DASNY 
officials noted. The $12.6 million project 
was completed on time and some $400,000 
under budget. Glass Tower Hall opened 
in August 2005 and the intensive review  
process for LEED certification began in 
Spring 2006.

LEED certification goes well beyond  
installing energy-efficient heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning systems, weather-tight 
windows and well-insulated walls, noted Rob 
Davenport, the College’s site representative 
for the Glass Tower Hall project. 

“People are surprised to learn about all 
the elements that go into this,” Davenport 
said. “The number of spaces in a bike rack; 
charging stations for our renewable energy 
cars; the size of the trees planted to convert 
more carbon to oxygen; outside lighting  
requirements to reduce light pollution; and 
the widths of sidewalks to reduce our carbon 
footprint. These are just some of the design 
details that have to come together to have 
a green building and meet the certification  
requirements.”

“The creative collaboration on Glass 
Tower Hall between our agency, the SUNY 
Cortland administration, the architect and 
general contractor has produced a stellar 
building that proudly reflects the forward-
thinking environmental and educational 
values of the College,” Williams said. “This 
project exemplifies the statewide energy  
efficiency and environmental sustainability 
goals of Governor Paterson and it sets an  
example for others to follow.”

The Dormitory Authority works closely  
with the State University of New York to 
finance, design and build high quality,  
energy efficient and environmentally  
sustainable residential facilities. 

T
hirteen AmeriCorps volunteers 
will be recruited during the 
Fall 2008 semester from across 
the country to spend a year in 

Cortland County helping with a variety of 
community revitalization and improve-
ment initiatives.

The 13 AmeriCorps volunteers — equiv-
alent to 11 full-time workers — will help 10 
agencies that serve Cortland County starting 
this fall, said the project director, Professor 
Richard Kendrick, who chairs SUNY Cort-
land’s Sociology and Anthropology Depart-
ment and directs the College’s Institute for 
Civic Engagement. 

A federal grant to SUNY Cortland and 
the community from the Corporation for 
National and Community Service supports 
the project.

“Each year, AmeriCorps offers opportu-
nities for adults of all ages and backgrounds 
to serve through a network of partnerships 
with local and national nonprofit groups,” 
explained Kendrick, who worked closely 
with the College’s Research and Sponsored 
Programs Office to secure the $199,900 
in AmeriCorps funding and Educational  
Benefit Awards for the project.

“The AmeriCorps members and the 
volunteers and students they recruit will 
be enlisted to meet important needs of the 
Cortland community for economic devel-
opment and for expanding services to its 
at-risk population of children and youth,” 
he said.

Each year, AmeriCorps offers 75,000 
such opportunities around the nation. 
AmeriCorps members tutor and mentor  
disadvantaged youth, fight illiteracy,  
improve health services, build affordable 
housing, teach computer skills, clean parks 

and streams, manage or operate after-school 
programs and help communities respond to 
disasters.

Cortland’s AmeriCorps program is one 
of only three new sites funded in New York 
state this year, Kendrick said.

Locally, the volunteers will work in a 
variety of roles with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension in Cortland, Cortland City Youth 
Bureau, Cortland County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, Cortland County Youth 
Bureau, Cortland Downtown Partnership, 
Cortland County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District, Family Counseling Services, 
Lime Hollow Center for Environment and 
Culture, Seven Valleys Health Coalition 
and the YWCA.

The award includes a $148,000 federal 
AmeriCorps grant and a $51,900 Educa-
tional Benefit Awards grant, Kendrick said. 
The funding is renewable for two addition-
al years, meaning the award represents an  
approximately $600,000 boon to the  
Cortland community.

“This is great news for our community,” 
he added. “The value of these eleven posi-
tions for the community is in the neighbor-
hood of $500,000 per year, or $1.5 million 
for a three-year period. The agency’s cost to 
support each full-time person works out to 
a little over $2,000 per year. I came across 
an estimate of the value of an AmeriCorps 
volunteer as over $40,000 per year.”

Some AmeriCorps volunteers will begin 
serving in Cortland County in October, said 
Manny Lann, the Cortland County Youth 
Bureau director and project coordinator 
for AmeriCorps in Cortland.

“The benefits of being an AmeriCorps 
volunteer are, number one, to assist the 
community in meeting important needs,” 
Kendrick observed. “Number two, to obtain 
important job skills and experience that one 
might use if young to start a career. And, 
number three, if retired, for that person to 
use the skills acquired over a lifetime on  
behalf of the community.”

Full-time members who complete their 
service earn a Segal Education Award of 
$4,725 to pay for college, graduate school or 
to pay back qualified student loans. Mem-
bers who serve part-time receive a partial 
award. AmeriCorps members also receive 
a stipend during their term of service, and 
full-time members are eligible for benefits 
such as health care.

Volunteers perform 1,700 hours of 
service over their year with AmeriCorps, 
which is roughly like a full-time job with 
several weeks of vacation, said Kendrick.

Constructed in 2005, Glass Tower Hall on the SUNY Cortland campus was recently certified as 
meeting the prestigious Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design construction standards 
from the United States Green Building Council.

Building Wins ‘Green’ Certification

College Wins AmeriCorps Grant

ice Cream ice Breaker
New and returning international students at SUNY Cortland took a break during the first 
week of fall semester classes to meet their new classmates from around the world in The 
Hilltop at Brockway Hall. At the mixer for exchange students, the new friends conversed 
over a treat appreciated almost everywhere, ice cream sundaes.

“The AmeriCorps members and the 

volunteers and students they recruit 

will be enlisted to meet important 

needs of the Cortland community 

for economic development and for 

expanding services to its at-risk  

population of children and youth.”

— Richard Kendrick
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A 
SUNY Cortland associate professor of 
psychology is making house calls to help 
parents and scientists better understand 
babies.

Kimberly Kraebel is halfway through 
a two-year infant learning and memory project to com-
prehend how infants process sensory information during 
learning.

The study is funded by a $156,000 grant from the  
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and seeks infant  
participants ages 3 and 5 months old. Kraebel is only 
the second faculty member from SUNY Cortland whose  
research has been funded by NIH.

“I’ve always been interested in the underlying processes 
of learning,” said Kraebel, who has more than nine years of 
experience working with infants in a research setting. “This 
project is about understanding the basic learning processes 
in infants and how those processes might differ from the 
way older children and adults take in new information. 
Specifically, I am trying to determine what factors might 
facilitate or inhibit these procedures in infants.”

The heart of the research is finding out if babies would 
show facilitated learning in the presence of amodal cues, 
meaning cues that can be processed by more than one of 
the senses, Kraebel explained.

“Research has shown that infants are very good at  
detecting amodal cues such as shape, intensity and affect,” 
Kraebel said. “I want to determine if there is a functional 
significance to this detection for learning operations. The 
long-term goal of the research is not only to understand 
babies better and how they learn, but also to eventually 
help babies at risk for developmental and learning disabili-
ties by providing them with experiences that will enhance 
understanding.”

The tools she uses to measure how the babies learn 
are all handmade and one-of-a-kind. They include a kick- 
detecting device, a mobile made up of cylindrical shapes 
and a small motor that makes the mobile move.

Kraebel, often accompanied by one of her senior  
students, visits the homes of the babies whose parents have 
elected to participate in the study. A ribbon connected to 
the mobile is looped around the baby’s foot. When the 
baby kicks, the mobile moves and “Sesame Street” music 
is played for reinforcement.

Kraebel is studying three different groups of babies. 
While learning to make the mobile move, one group holds 
a wooden cylinder, which matches exactly in shape those 
on the mobile. The second group of infants holds nothing 
and the third holds a brick-shaped object.

The number of kicks that make the mobile move is 
recorded on a computer, Kraebel explained. The baseline 
kicking is measured and the baby is given a chance to learn 
that kicking makes the mobile move. The infants are then 
given a mini-test to see if they learned that they are the ones 
controlling the mobile. The more a baby kicks during the 
mini-test, the more it indicates that they understand that 
their kick caused the mobile to move.

“The early results of the research suggest that the pres-
ence of matching amodal cues does facilitate learning,  
explained Kraebel. “Those babies that hold the cylindrical 
object while learning to make a mobile of cylinders move 
kick more than those who did not hold an object and those 
who hold the brick shape. I have found that holding the 
brick actually inhibited learning.

“The group of infants holding the brick is important 
because it shows that the facilitated learning was not due to 
sensory arousal from simply holding an object. The amodal 
cue of shape must match across the senses of sight and 
touch. Only when the held object matched the shape of the 
mobile’s objects did the infants show facilitated learning.”

Kraebel presented the early discoveries of her research 
at a conference in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, in 
March with students who also produced research findings.

Two of those students, Kelly Armstrong ’08 and Nicole 
Granger, a junior psychology major from Marietta, N.Y., 
studied 3- and 5-month-old infants in a habituation study 
last year that supported Kraebel’s infant learning study. In 
contrast to the mobile procedure, which uses a complex 
form of learning called operant learning, habituation rep-
resents a very simple form of taking in new information.

“Our research also explored how infants learned, but at 
a more simple level,” said Armstrong of Garrattsville, N.Y., 
who began attending the College of St. Rose in August to  
obtain a master’s degree in school psychology. “We first made 
sure the infants treated the cylindrical and square objects the 
same. We then showed that infants would habituate faster to 
the shape of the objects in the presence of matching amodal 
cues. Overall, the early results of Professor Kraebel’s studies 
suggest that the presence of matching amodal cues facilitate 
both simple and complex forms of learning in infants.”

The studies only use babies at 3 and 5 months old  
because younger children are more sensitive to amodal  
cues, which makes it more likely for observers to see that 
sensitivity, Kraebel explained. Also, the older the infant gets, 
the more mobile they become, making it more difficult to 
conduct the procedures.

Rebecca Tice of Cortland, N.Y., a Spanish teacher in the 
Dryden Central School District, received a letter in the mail 
asking for her to enroll her now 6-month-old daughter, 
Emily, in the study.

“I think it’s important,” said Tice, whose daughter  
participated in the study twice at 3 months old and once  
at 5 months old. If we’re ever going to learn anything  
about infants and how they learn, we have to be willing to 
take part in studies like this one. The experience was very 
positive for Emily and myself. Kim was wonderful to work 
and talk with.”

“This study will hopefully make important contribu-
tions to the area of developmental psychology,” Kraebel 
said. “It represents a really unique opportunity for parents 
and infants in Cortland and the surrounding areas to par-
ticipate in NIH-funded research.”

Kraebel, who joined SUNY Cortland in 2003, received a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology from Edinboro University 
in Pennsylvania. She earned master’s and doctoral degrees 
in experimental psychology from Binghamton University.

For more information about the project, visit Kraebel’s 
Web site at web.cortland.edu/kraebelk.

NIH Grant Supports Psychologist’s Research Into 
Infant Learning and Memory Process

Associate Professor of Psychology Kimberly Kraebel, center, films a toddler for her study on infant learning and memory. Amber 
Golden, a junior communication studies major, left, and Kelly Dickerson ’07, right, assist her.

teachers Sought
Mary Lynne Fahy Szczerba ’80, M ’85, C.A.S. ’97, assistant superintendent for instruction at Camden (N.Y.) Central School, 
interviews Megan Tyndall, a LeMoyne College student from Camillus, N.Y., during the 23rd Annual Teacher Recruitment 
Days held April 7-8 in the Park Center Alumni Arena. More than 1,200 Central New York college students and 300 school 
district recruiters from 16 states participated. 
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stephen Burwood  
directs Clark Center

stephen Burwood of Geneseo, n.y.,  
the assistant provost for international 
affairs at suny Geneseo, has been  

appointed as director of the James m.  
Clark Center for international education  
at suny Cortland. 

the Clark Center for international  
education aims to unite the College’s 
many international initiatives under one 
umbrella. Burwood, who began his duties 
on aug. 1, reports to the provost and vice 
president for academic affairs. 

He replaces distinguished service  
Professor Henry steck, a professor of  
political science who directed the Center 
for international education from 2000-05 
and served thereafter as interim director 
of the renamed James m. Clark Center for 
international education. lara atkins, who 
was interim director of the international 
Programs office, remains in the reorga-
nized Clark Center and was promoted to 
assistant director, while steck continues as 
the coordinator of the Project on eastern 
and Central europe. 

the center was opened in 2000 with 
steck, who had coordinated the College’s  
international studies Program from 1989-98,  
as its director. in 2004, the center was  
renamed in honor of suny Cortland  
President emeritus James m. Clark, who  
is credited with positioning the College  
as a study abroad pioneer within the  
suny system during his presidency from 
1979-95. 

With the consolidation, the center  
has moved to the former international  
Programs office in miller Building, room 16, 
and can be reached by calling  
(607) 753-2209. 

at Cortland, Burwood is responsible  
for developing and overseeing campus  

international  
efforts, including 
new international 
programs and the 
accompanying  
funding proposals. 
He directs inter-
national education  
and supervises 
study abroad pro-
grams, international 
students and scholars 

programs, faculty and staff exchanges and 
international visitors.  

from 2001-05, Burwood served suny 
Geneseo as associate dean, director of 
study abroad programs and director of 
graduate studies. 

Previously, Burwood chaired the  
department of social sciences at south-
western oklahoma state university for  
one year and was a visiting assistant  
professor of history at suny Geneseo  
from 1999-2000. 

from 1993-99, he was a senior lecturer 
in american history and american studies 
at staffordshire university in stoke-on-
trent, england, where he was the founding 
chair of american studies. 

the author of the 1999 book, American 
Labour, France, and the Politics of Intervention, 
1945-1952: Workers and the Cold War  
(lampeter & lewiston: the edwin mellen 
Press), he also co-edited with melvyn  
dubofsky seven volumes on The Great  
Depression and New Deal (new york: Garland). 

He reads french fluently and has  
studied italian, russian and Hebrew. 

Burwood earned a Bachelor of arts  
in european History from university of 
Warwick, england, and a Postgraduate  
Certificate in education from university  
of sussex, england. He has a master of  
arts and a doctorate in u.s. history from 
Binghamton university. 

John Cottone named  
interim dean

John Cottone, the chair of the kinesiol-
ogy department who has been a mem-
ber of the suny Cortland faculty since 

1985, became the interim dean of the 
school of Professional studies on July 1.

He replaced roy olsson Jr., who has 
accepted a position at Grand Valley state 
College in michigan. 

He has been 
the athletic train-
ing Program direc-
tor for the past 
23 years. He was 
interim chair of the 
Physical education 
department, when 
it also included 
sport management, 
athletic training and 
kinesiology, in both 

1997-98 and in spring 2000. Cottone has 
served as chair of the exercise science and 
sport studies department, now known  
as the kinesiology department, since its 
inception in 2001.

a 2007 recipient of the suny Chan-
cellor’s award for excellence in faculty 
service, Cottone grew up in West Babylon, 
n.y. He earned his bachelor’s degree in 
physical education from Castleton state 
College in Vermont, where he was a stand-
out lacrosse player and an inductee into 
the Castleton state athletic Hall of fame. 
He earned a master’s degree in physical 
education and athletic training from  
indiana state university and a doctorate  
in education from syracuse university.

Cottone began his professional career as 
an assistant professor of physical education 
and the athletic trainer at Castleton state 
College. in 1985, he joined suny Cortland as 
an assistant professor of physical education 
and the head athletic trainer. He was  
promoted to associate professor in 2000. 

Joy Mosher directs  
graduate studies

Joy mosher of Cortland, n.y., the interim 
chair of the Childhood/early Childhood 
education department, was appointed 

interim director of graduate studies at the 
College effective July 1.

mosher, who was honored with a 2007 
suny Chancellor’s award for excellence  
in teaching, replaces yvonne murnane, 
who has taken a position as dean of the 
Graduate school Winthrop university in 
rock Hill, s.C.

mosher will provide leadership in 
graduate affairs at the College, serving as a 
spokesperson for the graduate community. 
she will participate in the development,  
review, approval and implementation of 
new and revised graduate programming.

mosher, who joined the College’s  
education department in 1987, has taught 
more than 125 courses to undergraduate 
and graduate students in what became the 
Childhood/early Childhood department. 
she has supervised hundreds of student 
teachers, coordinated elementary education 
practicum courses and mentored students 
through independent study projects.

she began her 
career at suny Cor-
tland as an adjunct 
supervisor before 
being promoted to 
assistant professor 
in 1990 and associ-
ate professor in 
2002.

since 2004,  
she has edited the 
English-Version  

Korean Journal of Human Development. she 
is the coauthor with louis larson, assistant 
director of career services, of Becoming a 
Teacher in New York State (2003). she and 
larson are contributing editors of Becoming 
a Teacher in Florida (2005). 

she has written articles published in 
scholarly journals and presented papers  
at conferences across the country.

she was honored with the 2007 Philip 
martin educator of excellence award during 
the Central new york education Consortium 
15th annual Professional Partnerships  
Conference.

a native of Peoria, ill., mosher earned 
her bachelor’s degree in english literature at 
the university of California at los angeles. 
she earned her master’s degree in teaching 
and her doctorate in education at the  
university of massachusetts, amherst.

r. Bruce Mattingly  
appointed interim dean

r . Bruce mattingly, a member of the 
suny Cortland faculty since 1999 
and chair of the mathematics depart-

ment, became the interim dean of the 
College’s school of arts and sciences on 
July 1.

He replaces mark Prus, who was selected 
as the College’s provost and vice president 
for academic affairs.  

He joined  
Cortland in 1999  
as associate pro-
fessor and chair of 
mathematics and 
was promoted to 
professor in 2002. 
He also served as 
the department’s 
graduate coordina-
tor in spring 2003, 
spring 2004 and 

the 2006-07 academic year.
mattingly has written articles on 

mathematics teaching that were pub-
lished in the Journal of Graduate Teaching 
Assistant Development and the New York 
State Mathematics Teachers’ Journal. His 
research interests include markov chains, 
matrix theory and scientific computing. His 
work has been published in The American 
Mathematical Monthly and the Operations 
Research Society of America Journal on  
Computing.

a native of louisville, ky., he earned a 
Bachelor of science in applied science and 
a master of engineering in applied math-
ematics from the university of louisville.

in 2002, he was awarded a Professional  
award in Computer engineering and 
Computer science from the university of 
louisville. mattingly received a doctorate in 

Hilltop
H A P P E N I N g S

Stephen Burwood

John Cottone

Joy Mosher

R . Bruce Mattingly

Commissioning Ceremony
Branden P. Green was one of two graduating seniors to be commissioned into the military 
on May 16 in a solemn ceremony on the Old Main mezzanine attended by the commission-
ing officers, members of the campus community, family and friends. Green, a kinesiology 
major from Lakewood, N.Y., is shown being commissioned by Lt. Col. Brian Page as a sec-
ond lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserve, while Major Rich Brown speaks at the podium. 
Michael E. Higgins of Waterloo, N.Y., an exercise science major, also was commissioned as 
a second lieutenant in the New York State Army National Guard. Both are heading to Fort 
Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas, where Green will receive health services officer train-
ing and Higgins will attend the Army Physician Assistant School.
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applied mathematics from north Carolina 
state university. 

in 1988, mattingly joined the mathematics 
department faculty at youngstown state 
university as an assistant professor and was 
promoted to associate professor in 1993. 
from 1995-99, mattingly also served as  
assistant to the dean in youngstown’s  
College of arts and sciences. 

C. gregory sharer heads 
student affairs

C. Gregory sharer, the dean of student 
services at Butler university in india-
napolis, ind., was named vice presi-

dent for student affairs at suny Cortland. 
He started on June 5.

reporting directly to President erik J. 
Bitterbaum, he oversees 18 offices and a 
120-member staff within the division. 

sharer replaces 
raymond d. franco, 
who served in the 
position from 1994 
until July 2006, 
when he became 
the College’s vice 
president for insti-
tutional advance-
ment. richard C. 
Peagler, who directs 
the College’s Coun-

seling Center, has served as interim vice 
president for student affairs. 

Born in Bethlehem, Pa., sharer grew up 
in the orange County community of War-
wick, n.y., and graduated from Warwick 
High school in 1981.

He has both a Bachelor of arts in social 
studies education and a master of science 
in educational administration and Policy 
studies from university at albany. sharer 
earned his law degree from indiana  
university school of law. admitted to  

the indiana Bar, he is a certified attorney 
mediator with the indiana Bar. 

sharer joined Butler in 1996. He became 
dean of student services in 1998 after serving 
as associate dean of students and director of 
student and staff development. 

from 1989 to 1995, he was assistant 
director of orientation at the university 
of maryland at College Park. He began his 
career in student affairs at university at 
albany, serving on the residence life and 
orientation staff from 1986 to 1989. 

since 2004, sharer served on the  
Planning Committee of the indiana dispute 
resolution Conference, which assists  
professionals involved in mediation.

ralph Carrasquillo directs 
residential services 

ralph Carrasquillo of Geneseo, n.y., 
who directed residence life at suny 
Geneseo, joined suny Cortland on 

June 2 as director of residential services.
Hired by interim Vice President for 

student affairs richard Peagler, he reports 
to C. Gregory sharer, the newly hired vice 
president for student affairs. He replaces 
michael Holland, who was promoted within 
the division of student affairs to assistant 
to the vice president for student affairs.

Carrasquillo is 
the senior adminis-
trator responsible 
for developing, 
implementing and 
evaluating the resi-
dence life program 
for the College’s ap-
proximately 3,100 
undergraduate stu-
dents housed in 15 
residential facilities. 

a native of new york City who gradu-
ated from uniondale (n.y.) High school, 

Carrasquillo has a Bachelor of arts in 
Psychology/educational Psychology and 
a master of science in Counseling/Higher 
education from suny oneonta.

don sawyer iii Leads 
Multicultural Life 

don sawyer iii of syracuse, n.y., who is 
completing his doctorate in sociology 
at syracuse university, joined suny 

Cortland on July 14 in the newly created 
position of director of multicultural life.

an instructor  
and teaching as-
sistant for the 
maxwell school 
of Citizenship and 
Public affairs at 
syracuse university, 
sawyer reports to 
C. Gregory sharer, 
vice president for 
student affairs.

sawyer is re-
sponsible for developing and implement-
ing programs, workshops and services to 
enhance awareness and appreciation of di-
versity, multiculturalism and pluralism. He 
coordinates intellectual discourse among 
students, faculty and staff to promote the 
social benefits of diversity and multicul-
turalism, serves as a student advocate to 
ensure fair and equitable treatment and 
investigates ways to increase multicul-
tural representation and enhance student 
graduation rates. 

sawyer advises student organizations 
and supervises a professional staff member 
and student workers.

a native of Harlem, n.y., who graduated 
from mount saint michael High school, 
he has a Bachelor of arts in Psychology 
from Hartwick College in oneonta, n.y. He 
earned a master of science in education: 

multicultural Concentration and a master of 
arts in sociology from syracuse university.

vicki Johnson named  
Campus Minister 

v icki Johnson of Binghamton, n.y., was 
appointed suny Cortland Protestant 
campus minister and executive  

director of the Cortland County Council  
of Churches on July 1.

Johnson, who 
remains pastor of the 
first Congregational 
Church in Chenango 
forks, n.y., has 
served in that  
capacity since 2007. 
she replaces donald  
Wilcox, who retired 
on dec. 31 after 
22 years of serving 
suny Cortland  
students.

a native of selinsgrove, Pa., who grad-
uated from selinsgrove area High school, 
Johnson has a bachelor’s degree in music 
education from susquehanna university in 
selinsgrove, Pa., and a master of divinity 
from drew theological school in madison, 
n.J.

“i hope to bring a ministry of presence 
to suny Cortland,” Johnson said.

C . Gregory Sharer

Ralph Carrasquillo

Don Sawyer III

Vicki Johnson

m
ichael P. Toglia, who 
served on the SUNY 
Cortland faculty for 30 
years and is considered 

to be at the forefront on research in the 
fields of human cognition and informa-
tion processing, retired on Aug. 31. 

Toglia, who was honored with the 
SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence 
in Teaching in 1986 and the SUNY Chan-
cellor’s Award for Excellence in Schol-
arship and Creative Activities in 2007, 
has earned the designation of professor  
emeritus of psychology.

He has moved to Jacksonville, Fla., 
where he chairs the Psychology Depart-
ment at the University of North Florida.

A native of Tucson, Ariz., Toglia earned 
his bachelor’s degree in psychology, with a 
minor in mathematics, from the Univer-
sity of Arizona in Tucson. He received his 
master’s in experimental psychology and 
his doctorate in experimental psychology 
from University of Colorado at Boulder.

Toglia was an instructor at University 
of Colorado and a visiting assistant profes-
sor at Purdue University. He joined SUNY 
Cortland in 1978 as an assistant professor 
and was promoted to the rank of profes-
sor in 1991. Toglia chaired his department 
from 1997-2000. He has chaired the Col-
lege’s Undergraduate Research Council, 
a campus organization that he launched 
and whose purpose is to broaden and 

strengthen under-
graduate research 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
throughout cam-
pus disciplines.

At Cortland, 
he taught courses 
in cognitive psy-
chology and sta-
tistics at the un-
dergraduate and 
graduate levels as 

well as undergraduate courses in learning 
and memory, experimental psychology, 
psycholinguistics and introductory psy-
chology.

Since 2003, he has served as executive 
director of the international organization, 
the Society for Applied Research in Memo-
ry and Cognition (SARMAC). Toglia also is 
currently on SARMAC’s governing board 
and the editorial board of the society’s of-
ficial journal, Applied Cognitive Psychology. 
Since 2003, he has been a councilor in the 
Psychology Division of the Council on 
Undergraduate Research and served on its 
Nominating Committee.

He is the co-author of nine books, 
most of which are edited volumes de-
voted to issues on eyewitness memory 
and testimony. These include Volume 1 
and Volume 2 of The Handbook of Eyewit-
ness Psychology, which was published last 
year by Erlbaum of Mahwah, N.J. Other 

co-authored books include Children’s 
Eyewitness Memory (Springer-Verlag, 
1987), Adult Eyewitness Testimony: Cur-
rent Trends and Developments (Cambridge 
University Press, 1994) and Eyewitness 
Memory: Theoretical and Applied Perspec-
tives (Erlbaum, 1998). 

Additionally, Toglia has written more 
than 50 published, scientific book chap-
ters or articles in his field of study and has 
provided some 300 professional reviews 
for many journals in his area of research, 
including the journal Memory, which he 
served as action editor. In 1991, he wrote 
a chapter on “Memory Impairment: It  
Is More Common Than You Think” in 
the edited volume The Suggestibility of 
Children’s Recollections for the American 
Psychological Association. He penned 
“Repressed Memories: Lost and Found?” 
that appeared in The Recovered Memory/
False Memory Debate (Academic Press, 
1996).

A reviewer of National Science Foun-
dation grant proposals, Toglia recently 
completed a two-year position as a con-
sultant on a National Institutes of Health 
grant concerning false memory in special 
populations. 

He has testified or consulted in 
numerous cases involving the sug-
gestibility of memory and lineup iden-
tification, has been interviewed by 
several national newspapers and has 

appeared on National Public Televi-
sion. He has presented his research  
findings at 125 conferences, including 
international psycho-legal conferences 
in Scotland, Belgium, England, Sweden 
and Canada.

Toglia is a Fulbright Senior Specialist. 
His work on eyewitness accuracy and fal-
libility was largely the basis for his election 
in 1997 to Fellow in Division 41 (Psychol-
ogy and the Law) of the American Psy-
chological Association. He is also an APA 
Fellow in Division 3 (Experimental), a  
reflection of his scholarly reputation in the 
field of human memory and cognition.

His research has been supported by 
grants from the Science Directorate of the 
American Psychological Association and 
the Family Life Development Center.

Toglia has been an external examin-
er on doctoral dissertation committees  
at SUNY Binghamton, SUNY Albany, 
Syracuse University and Tufts University. 
He is a member of the American Psycho-
logical Association, the American Psy-
chology-Law Society, the Psychonomic 
Society and Sigma Xi.

In 2007, SUNY Cortland bestowed 
on him the Outstanding Achievement in 
Research Award.

He is married to Cathy and has two 
grown children, Brian and Jessica.

Retirements

Michael P. Toglia
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1937
Doris Harrison Deakin of 

Susquehanna, Pa., writes that she 
enjoys spending winters in Florida. 

1944
REUNIoN 2009

1949
REUNIoN 2009

Rose Marie Luppino 
Kleinspehn sent in an article from 
the July 28 Rochester, N.Y., Democrat 
and Chronicle that highlighted Lyle 
Corlett as the oldest member of 
both teams in the seniors’ baseball 
game between Rochester and 
Ottawa, Canada. Lyle, who is 84, is a 
retired teacher who took to the field 

with the same mitt he has had since 
1951. “It’s held together with Scotch 
tape and wire,” he joked. “I go to 
bed with it at night.”

1954
REUNIoN 2009

1957
Theresa Mcgovern Terry 

writes that she and her husband, 
T. Richard Terry ’56, celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on 
June 28 with friends and family in 
Vermont. The couple reside in Port 
St. Lucie, Fla.

1959
REUNIoN 2009

1960
Lynne Stagnitti Ahnert, a 

1956 graduate of Canastota (N.Y.) 
High School, received the Vincent 
V. Albanese Alumni Achievement 
Award from the Canastota Alumni 
Association at its 127th annual 
banquet on June 28, reported The 
Oneida Daily Dispatch on June 23. 
She retired from the Canastota 
Central School District in 1994.

1963
Nancy Heinsohn oldham 

writes that she has retired after 
37 years as a flight attendant and 
assistant manager and has moved 
to Port St. Lucie, Fla. She is involved 
in myriad outdoor activities and just 
completed training for the volun-
teer police program.

William “Bill” Yelverton was 
featured in the May 18 edition of 
the Binghamton, N.Y., Press & Sun-
Bulletin. His grandson, Kris Yelverton, 
continued a family tradition in 
pole vaulting and competed at the 
132nd Intercollegiate Association 
of Amateur Athletes of America 
Championships at Princeton 
University. Bill was a high school 
pole vaulter for Johnson City, N.Y., 
where he set a Section Four record. 
At SUNY Cortland, Bill also was 
active in football and gymnastics. 
A C-Club Hall of Fame member, he 
currently lives in Conklin, N.Y., with 
his wife, Helene.

1964
REUNIoN 2009

Carol Misiaszek Jordan just 
finished her 10th year of substitute 
teaching after retiring in 1998 from 
the Waterville (N.Y.) Central School 
District, she writes. Carol lives in 
Oriskany Falls, N.Y.

Barbara Cole Sickmon recently 
retired from the Georgia State Board 
of Pardons and Paroles, where she 
was a counselor. She was responsible 
for supervising all of their in-office 
counselors as well as maintaining a 
statewide substance abuse residen-
tial resource base utilized by parole 
and probation officers, judges and 
DUI courts. This service is a first in 
the nation. Still active in the coun-
seling field, Barbara is a Georgia 
Certification Board member and the 
ethics chairperson for the Georgia 
Association of Recovery Residences, 
a certifying body. She remains active 
in the community and maintains a 
part-time private counseling prac-
tice while continuing to supervise 
new counselors. Barbara resides in 
Alpharetta, Ga., and is married to 
Roger Swofford. She has two chil-
dren and two grandchildren.

1966
Phyllis Sanfilippo is an instruc-

tor at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and a business owner, 
she writes. She is married to Harold 
Langhammer. The couple live in 
Madison, Wis.

1969
REUNIoN 2009

How to Send Class Notes
We enjoy hearing from you and encourage you to continue sending us your 
news by way of our ‘Keep In Touch’ form, located on page 2, or by e-mail at 
alumni@cortland.edu.

Photos and Announcements
With respect to written submissions, we request that you withhold your 
announcements of engagements, babies-to-be, anticipated promotions 
or academic degrees. We’ll gladly report your important accomplishments 
after the fact. If you are announcing a wedding, please include the date, city 
and state where the nuptials took place and spouse’s full name, including 
pre-married last name. If you are announcing a birth, please include the 
exact date of the birth. Regarding photographs, we will not publish digital 
images of less than 500 kilobytes, as these are insufficient clarity for print 
reproduction. Please set your digital camera on the medium or preferably 
highest quality settings. Photocopies, images clipped from newspapers  
and magazines, and poor quality digital printouts are unacceptable for  
publication in Columns.

SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum, standing on the left, visited with 
Florence Courtny Dellow ’28, seated on the right, and her children, from the left: 
Ruth Breeds, Charlie Dellow and Jan Kowatch on Aug. 20 to celebrate Florence’s 
101st birthday. He also met with Beulah Blanchard Vincent ’36, seated on the 
left, who celebrated her 100th birthday with friends and family on June 17. Both 
Florence and Beulah reside at Cortland Care Center in Cortland, N.Y.

Alpha Sigma Alpha sisters meet every year for a mini reunion, Joyce 
Cavanagh ’53 writes. On June 11, Barbara “Bobbie” Berlin ’56, Lois Piehler ’51,  
Joyce, Anice Dumbleton Ellis ’52 and Linnea Ahrenberg Fargo ’53, shown 
from the left, reunited at The Hollywood restaurant in Cortland.

Since 2000, friends from the class of 1960 have been meeting every year 
in June to reminisce about their time at SUNY Cortland, writes Irmari 
Weinstein Nacht. This year, the friends met at Sunset Cove Restaurant, 
just above the Tappan Zee Bridge in Tarrytown, N.Y. Seated from the 
left are: Irmari and Carol Margaretten Cassell; and standing: Madeleine 
Lieblein Kasof, Merle Hurwitz Kalishman, Elaine Ort Kanef and 
Vivienne Thurm.

At the 31st Empire State Games held in Binghamton, N.Y., three SUNY 
Cortland alumni officiated for synchronized swimming, writes Roberta 
“Bobbi” Freebern Swingle ’63. Pictured from the left are: Bobbi, Vivian 
Kiwisild Wachob ’57 and Sheila Wright ’70.
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1970
The Baltimore Sun featured 

Lynn Rosenbaum Kerr on June 
11 for the help and encouragement 
she gave to a non-traditional stu-
dent in an English class she teaches 
at Baltimore (Md.) Community 
College.

1971
Davina “Davie” Hochberg 

glaser writes that she left New York 
in 1999 and re-settled in Arizona to 
be near family. After working as a 
nurse educator and legal nurse con-
sultant, she switched gears to pur-
sue hospice nursing. Davie currently 
works for Hospice of the Valley, the 
largest not-for-profit hospice in the 
country, as an admitting nurse. She 
is the first individual to meet with 
patients who have life-threatening 
diseases and end of life concerns. 
Davie recently became certified in 
hospice and palliative nursing and 
will be part of a panel looking at 
ethical and cultural considerations 
at end of life. She lives in Scottsdale, 
Ariz.

Edward Zambraski was 
recently awarded the Department 
of the Army, Commander’s Award 
for Civilian Service for his out-
standing leadership and scientific 
contributions in serving as division 
director, military performance divi-
sion. He is a research scientist for 
the U.S. Army Research Institute of 
Environmental Medicine in Natick, 
Mass. He took this position after 
retiring from the Rutgers University 
faculty in 2003.

1972
Lacrosse magazine featured 

Jack Mcgetrick in an article in 
May. Jack became the head men’s 
lacrosse coach at Bellarmine 
University in Louisville, Ky., four 
years ago when the school added 
Division I lacrosse.

1973
The Advocate Weekly in North 

Adams, Mass., highlighted Daryl 
Kenny on July 24. Daryl returned 
to the Oldcastle Theatre in 
Bennington, Vt., after a five-year 
hiatus. After spending four years 
as the assistant director of lifelong 

learning at Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts and overcoming some 
health issues, she was cast in the 
comedy, “Bedroom Farce.” Daryl was 
the first to graduate with honors in 
the speech and theater program at 
SUNY Cortland.

1974
REUNIoN 2009

1975 
Rick Eltz is the community 

coach for the Etowah (Ga.) High 
School lacrosse program, he writes. 
The varsity team made the state 
playoffs this year with his direction. 
Rick, a lacrosse official, is a chiro-
practor and lives in Woodstock, Ga.

Bert Mandelbaum, a leading  
expert in injuries of the anterior cru-
ciate ligament (ACL), gave a  

presentation on July 11 at the 
University of South Florida Health 
campus in Tampa, Fla. The talk came 
as Bert, the team physician, was pre-
paring the U.S. Men’s Soccer Team to 
compete in the Olympics in China. 

Julie Sprague was one of six 
candidates featured in an article on 
www.naplesnews.com on July 24. 
Julie is vying for a seat on the Collier 
(Fla.) School Board. She has taught 
pre-K through college-level courses 
in Collier County for 20 years. Julie 
serves on the board of the American 
Heart Association and volunteers 
with Make-A-Wish and Friends 
Together, Inc. She spent three 
years as manager for the Marwood 
Condominium Association and 
served on the Collier County 
Education Association’s fiscal advi-
sory committee to monitor the 
school district’s annual budget.

1976
Thomas DaRin, vice president 

of enrollment management at 
Nazareth College in Rochester, N.Y., 
received the 2008 Distinguished 
Service Award at the 30th annual 
New York State Association for 
College Admission Counseling 
Conference at Manhattanville (N.Y.) 
College. The award recognized 
Thomas for providing extraordinary 
levels of leadership and guidance to 
his peers in the admission counsel-
ing profession.

george Weissman received 
the Excellence in Government 
Service Award on June 3 from 
Albany (N.Y.) Law School. George 
lives in East Greenbush, N.Y.

Buffalo’s Business First reported 
on Aug. 7 that the VA Western 
New York Healthcare System has 
named James Cody as interim 
medical center director. James 
came to Buffalo from the Syracuse 
VA Medical Center, where he has 
served in the same capacity since 
2000. He will oversee 1,600 employ-
ees serving 40,000 veterans. 

1977
Maryann Hughes retired on 

July 1, 2007, after 30 years of teach-
ing English for Baltimore (Md.) 
County Public Schools, she writes. 
She was a team leader and depart-
ment chairperson and a frequent 
presenter in professional devel-
opment activities. Most recently, 
she has begun working as a lec-
turer in the Elementary Education 
Department for Towson University 
in Towson, Md. Maryann is a profes-
sional development school liaison 
and supervises a cohort of elemen-
tary education interns. She lives in 
Baltimore.

Linda Kinel-Karch was select-
ed to be the new parks and recre-
ation director in the city of Delray 
Beach, Fla., reported the Boca Raton 
News on June 23. Linda brings 29 

Art Jones ’74 celebrated his 55th birthday in February with SUNY Cortland friends in East Rochester, N.Y. Attending from the 
left were: Richard Thomas ’74, Janice Koblosh Thomas ’76, Ronald Geuther ’74, Art, Mary Janak Marin ’75, Eric Leeper ’79 
and James Testa ’74.

Martha “Marti” 
Whitaker gorham ’40 
authored a book in 2007 
titled, From the Heart. 
Published by P.W.B. and 
Sons, the book is a collec-
tion of poems and essays, 
some of which have been 
printed in magazines and 
newspapers.

Diana Feldberg  
Levine ’53 is the author 
of her sixth book, titled 
Grandpa’s Beard has 
Disappeared, released in 
June. All of her books, 
published by Xlibris 
Corporation, are children’s 
literature, including The 
Dancing Waves, a col-

lection of biographical poems for children. 
Diana is the mother of two, grandmother of 
11 and great grandmother of one. She lives in 
Monticello, N.Y.

T. Richard Terry ’56 
of Port St. Lucie, Fla., 
released a book in July 
called, Successful Soccer 
Coaching. The paperback 
book is published by 
Coaches Choice. Richard, 
a soccer-coaching con-
sultant specializing in 
game tactics and goal-

keeper training, wrote this work to provide 
coaches with the strategies and techniques to 
develop elite soccer teams. The publication is 
geared toward high school, college and club 
levels, but includes tips for people at all ages 
and levels. Richard covers coaching philoso-
phy, conditioning for success, skill practice, 

offensive and defensive strategy and tactics, 
goalkeeping, practice, plans and his observa-
tions on rules, ethics and officiating. Richard 
has more than 25 years of experience play-
ing and coaching soccer. He initiated a very 
successful soccer program at Castleton State 
College in Vermont.

Nancy Rubin King ’57 
released two novels in 
2008. Titled, A Woman 
Walking and Morning 
Light, both were pub-
lished by Atelier Books. 
A Woman Walking is a 
folktale about a young 
girl who has to choose 

between staying home in an ordinary life 
and taking the task of travel and storytelling. 
Morning Light is about a New York woman 
who feels that she has lived her life as an 
onlooker. Her only friend is an imaginary child-
hood storyteller who one day disappears. The 
woman’s life changes when she seeks a job 
teaching emotionally disturbed preschoolers. 
Nancy has taught theatre and drama, creative 
expression, literacy and innovative education. 
She has led story-making workshops in the 
United States, Hungary, Scandinavia, Mexico 
and England. She has presented at Head Start, 
universities, recreational settings, prisons and 
mental hospitals. Nancy has written seven 
books and many articles and essays. Her theat-
rical productions focus on empowerment.

Leslie Van Romer ’74 is the author of the 
weight loss books, Getting Into Your Pants and 
its companion workbook, Getting Into Your 
Pants Playbook. The books, released in 2008, 
are published by Advantage in Charleston, S.C. 
Leslie is a chiropractor, motivational health 
speaker, weight-loss cheerleader and creator 
of the patented eating program, 10+10 for Life. 

She has written more than 150 articles, writes 
a weekly e-letter and has produced a series of 
CDs and DVDs on health-related topics such as 
diabetes, osteoporosis, aging, menopause and 
weight loss. Leslie, a single mom, raised three 
children in Sequim, Wash.

Kevin Rivoli ’83 
released a book in 
October called, In 
Search of Norman 
Rockwell’s America. 
The hardcover 
book is published 
by Simon & 

Schuster Adult Publishing Group. Kevin, a pho-
tojournalist who has taken photographs for 
Sports Illustrated, the New York Times and The 
Associated Press, worked with the Rockwell 
family for the last two decades to put the book 
together. In this collection, he proves that the 
idealistic, all-American views found in Norman 
Rockwell’s classic illustrations are accurate 
and timeless representations of a nation that 
does exist. Kevin visited small towns across the 
nation and captured Rockwell moments that 
depict ordinary, everyday life. The book pairs 
Kevin’s photographs side by side with Norman 
Rockwell’s paintings, to show that Rockwell’s 
scenes were not just imagined and that they 
continue to reflect American life today. 

Madeline Fornsel Bay ’87 had her first short 
story published in July 2008. The story, “The 
Exchange Program,” is included in Beacons of 
Tomorrow – Second Collection – An Anthology 
of Science Fiction and Fantasy. The story follows 
an intrepid explorer’s preparation for interstel-
lar space travel. The work was published by 
Tyrannosaurus Press and edited by Bret Funk. 
Madeline is a lieutenant for the New York State 
University Police Department in Binghamton, N.Y.

A l u m n i
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years of experience to the position. 
She was previously employed as the 
recreation director of Toms River 
Township in New Jersey.

Michael Sansolo joined the 
board of directors at Aisle7, the 
leader in wellness marketing pro-
grams for food and drug retailers, 
reported www.businesswire.com 
on May 5. Michael, a retail food 
industry consultant and former 
senior vice president of the Food 
Marketing Institute (FMI), will help 
the company capitalize on the 
opportunities around wellness and 
shopper marketing. He is a frequent 
speaker at industry conferences, a 
current member of the Coca-Cola 
Retailing Research Council and is 
a past member of the American 
Greetings Research Council. Michael 
currently serves on the board of The 
Food Institute and is contributing 
editor and a weekly columnist for 
Morningnewsbeat.com.

1979
REUNIoN 2009

Brian Shulman was appointed 
dean of the School of Health and 
Medical Sciences at Seton Hall 
University (SHU) in South Orange, 
N.J. Since arriving at SHU in 1998, 
Brian has served as the founding 
chair of the Department of Speech-
Language Pathology, associate 
dean for health sciences and acting 
dean. He also is completing a three-
year term as the nationally elected 
vice president for speech-language 
pathology practice of the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association.

1980
Patricia Buechel was named 

Tompkins County’s director of pro-
bation and community justice on 
July 24, reported The Ithaca (N.Y.) 
Journal, on Aug. 5. Patricia has 
served the probation department 
for 20 years.

1981
Donna Alexander Eggleton 

recently graduated from SUNY 
Plattsburgh with a degree in educa-
tional leadership. She works as the 
director of curriculum and instruc-
tion in the Beekmantown (N.Y.) 
Central School District.

Nicholas Martyak is a scientist 
working on several research and 
development topics including, 
renewable fuels, free-radical chem-
istries and corrosion engineering, 
he writes. His work on renewable, 
bio-based fuels involves collab-
orative projects with companies in 
North America and Europe. Nicholas 
has been awarded 26 patents and 
has approximately 20 pending. In 
2007, he was elected a fellow of 
the Institute of Metal Finishing in 
Birmingham, U.K., for contributions 
to the fields of electrochemistry, 
corrosion science and electrode-
position. Nicholas was awarded the 
R/D Innovation of the Year Award 
from Arkema Inc., in 2005, for his 
work in transition metal and free 
radical chemistries.

Sheila Dugan Snyder is 
a special education teacher in 
Naples, Fla., she writes. Her hus-
band, Neil Snyder, is a certified 
financial planner for Smith Barney. 
Their daughter, Megan, works for 
Tulane University. Their son, Kevin, 
is a junior at Notre Dame majoring 
in Chinese. He worked in Beijing, 
China, with NBC Olympic Sports for 
the summer. Their youngest daugh-
ter, Mary Kate, is a sophomore in 
high school. The entire family is 
involved in triathlons throughout 
Florida.

1982
Matthew Lambert was rec-

ognized with a SUNY Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in Professional 
Service in May. He has been 
employed by Jefferson Community 
College for 17 years and has served 
as the college counselor in the areas 
of transfer, career advising and per-
sonal support. For the past 12 years, 
he has been an adjunct professor. 

1983
Bonni Augenbaum Cohen 

was recently appointed principal 
of Manorhaven School in Port 
Washington, N.Y., she writes. This 
follows a 14-year career in Queens, 
N.Y., as assistant principal, staff 
developer and first grade teacher. 
Her husband, Richard Cohen, has 
his captain’s license and spends his 
weekends chartering the “My Bonni 
IV” out of Oceanside, N.Y., where the 
couple reside.

Maureen o’Donnell White, a 
physical education teacher for the 
Cortland (N.Y.) Enlarged City School 
District, has been recognized by 
Cambridge Who’s Who for showing 
dedication, leadership and excel-
lence in all aspects of education. 
Maureen has more than 22 years of 
professional experience in educa-
tion and 18 years of teaching experi-
ence with the Cortland Enlarged 
City School District. In addition to 
teaching, she coaches 7th grade 
girls field hockey and volleyball. She 
is a co-chairperson and the direc-
tor of the walk and run for the Kim 
Leonard Mother’s Day Program. In 
2007, Maureen was honored with 
the Teacher of the Year Award. 
Cambridge Who’s Who ensures that 
Cambridge members receive rec-
ognition, support and credibility to 
advance their careers. 

1984
REUNIoN 2009

1985
Kathleen Koster Reddell 

and her husband, Rhett Reddell, 
recently received the Stolle Award 
from Wilmington (Texas) College. 
The couple, who own R & R Health 
and Fitness Center in Hillsboro, 
Texas, shared their success story at 
Wilmington College in April 2007 
as guest presenters for the college’s 
annual Ralph J. Stolle Distinguished 
Lecture Series in Entrepreneurship. 
Kathleen manages the day-to-day 
operations at the fitness center that 
boasts more than 1,000 members in 
the town of only 10,000 residents. 

1986
Russell Macy writes that he 

opened Apple Spirits Liquor Store in 
Liverpool, N.Y., in 2007-08, along with 
a small property management com-
pany, ABCD, LLC. Russell still enjoys 
consulting for pharmaceutical com-
panies in analytical method develop-
ment. He lives with his wife, Lin, and 
their daughter, K.C., in Liverpool.

1987
Karen Calabucci Fingar 

was named principal at Dudley 
Elementary School in the Fairport 
(N.Y.) Central School District, report-
ed the Rochester, N.Y., Democrat 
and Chronicle on June 21. Karen was 
formerly an assistant principal at the 
school. She lives in Canandaigua, N.Y.

Suzanne Wygand-Woods 
became the director of the early 
learning center for Trinity Episcopal 
in St. Augustine, Fla., she writes. 
She lives with her husband, William 
Woods, in St. Augustine.

1989
REUNIoN 2009

Michael Lennox was 
appointed principal of the Dexter 
Elementary School in the General 
Brown Central School District in 
Dexter, N.Y., reported the Watertown 
Daily Times on July 21. 

1994
REUNIoN 2009

Maureen gallivan M ’94 cele-
brated her 20th anniversary working 
for The Great New York State Fair 
in 2008, she writes. As the director 
of guest relations, she works each 
summer to prepare three compre-
hensive customer service centers to 
serve the needs of all fairgoers dur-
ing the 12-day exposition. Maureen 
is a full-time Spanish teacher at 
Thompson J. Corcoran High School 
in the Syracuse (N.Y.) City School 
District. 

Anthony Nassivera writes that 
he has been teaching history for 
12 years, most recently focusing on 

American history. He is an adjunct 
professor through Adirondack (N.Y.) 
Community College in the Hudson 
Falls Central School District’s high 
school. Anthony also facilitates 
professional development for the 
school district. He coaches football 
and softball. Anthony and his wife, 
Gina, have been married for six 
years. The couple have two children, 
Massimo, 4, and Amelie, 2. They live 
in Queensbury, N.Y.

1995
Rolta and Orion Technology, a 

Division of Rolta Canada, Ltd., hired 
Timothy Dec as the northeast 
regional account manager. 

Christopher Rose was named 
head athletic trainer at Carnegie 
Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
he writes. He also has developed a 
“Big Toe Brace” marketed by New 
Options Sports, Inc., in Dallas, Texas. 
Christopher lives in Pittsburgh with 
his wife, Cathy, and their two chil-
dren, Alexis and Owen.

1999
REUNIoN 2009

Joseph DiCaprio became the 
building principal of The Academy 
of Culture and Communication at 
Pleasant Valley in Schenectady, N.Y., 
on June 1. The Academy is a K-5 ele-
mentary school in the Schenectady 
City School District. Joseph previ-
ously taught first, fourth and fifth 
grade and served as an instructional 
coach over his past nine years at 
the school. Joseph and his wife, 
Laurie Louise DiCaprio ’98, reside 
in Schenectady with their two chil-
dren, Grace, 3, and Jake, 1.

2000
Eugene Chilion was named 

principal of Holy Family School 
in Norwich, N.Y., on July 1. He is a 
retired Unadilla Valley (N.Y.) School 
District administrator and teacher. 
Eugene serves as the financial com-
mittee chairperson and is board 
president of Chen-Del-O Federal 
Credit Union in Franklin, N.Y. He also 
is a baseball and softball umpire and 
a certified soccer official.

John Yanch ’96 writes that he and his wife, Karey Worontzoff Yanch ’93, hosted a gathering at their home in Melville, 
N.Y., on June 21. From the left are: Daniel Shuhet ’97, Mike Williams, Robert Kormoski ’96, Sean Burley ’97, John, 
Michael Pernicone ’96, Michael Indovino ’96, Thomas Roote ’95, David Campagnone ’96 and Andrew Hickerson ’94.

Peter Fallon ’77 writes that a group of Cortland lacrosse alumni are still 
playing competitively. The team participates in four tournaments a year, 
including playing in the World Games in 2005. The Ultra-Legends went 3-1 
in the annual Summit Lacrosse Tournament in Lake Placid, N.Y. Playing in 
the Super Grand Masters Division, 52 or older, the team lost a 9-6 battle in 
the championship game. Pictured from the left: Peter, Paul Rose ’67, Richard 
“Rick” Young ’76 and Bob Deegan ’76. Not pictured, but playing for the win-
ning team, was Phil Catalano ’77.
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2002
Nicholas ojea writes that he 

is the director for compliance with 
the Athletic Department at the 
University of Louisville. He lives in 
Louisville, Ky.

2003
Michael Silverman received 

his master’s degree in school coun-
seling from Rutgers University in 
New Brunswick, N.J., in May. He is 
currently enrolled in the education, 
theory, policy and administration 
doctoral program.

2004
The Owen D. Young Central 

School District named Virginia 
Keegan C.A.S. ’04 as the new 
superintendent of schools, reported 
The Evening Times in Little Falls, N.Y., 
on July 4. 

2005
Shalyn Morrison graduated 

from Albany Law School of Union 
University in May. She lives in 
Albany, N.Y.

2006
Mary Kate Boland of Cortland, 

N.Y., was named assistant director  
of leadership and community 
involvement in the Campus Activities 
and Corey Union Office at SUNY 
Cortland, on May 15. A former 
Student Government Association 
president, Mary Kate served as the 
interim assistant director since 2007. 
Her responsibilities include advising 
student groups, administering lead-
ership development programs and 
organizing late night programming 
and major weekend events. She also 
advises the Student Activities Board of 
the Student Government Association 
and supervises a graduate student 
employee. Mary Kate was a project 
administrator with L.P. Ciminelli, Inc., 
in Buffalo, N.Y., from July 2006 to 
August 2007, where she tracked and 
reviewed contracts, bonds, insurance 
certificates and project submittals 
and regularly communicated with 
architects and contractors. A native of 
Niagara Falls, N.Y., as a student Mary 
Kate also served as vice president of 
the Auxiliary Service Corporation and 
as a dispatcher in the SUNY Cortland 
University Police Department.

2007
Alicia Cordero of Laplata, Md., 

is an English teacher at Laplata High 
School. 

Majiel Noonan ’03 exchanged wedding vows with Nathan Baker ’03 on Dec. 15 in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Attending, 
front row from the left, were: Majiel and Nathan; middle row: Kristen Sheehan Rutkey ’03, Erin Smithers Backaus ’03, 
Kelley Sullivan ’04, Stephanie Ostrov ’04, Brooke Emler ’02, Chelsea Gersey ’02, Chad Felton ’01, Dana Taylor ’04, Jaclyn 
Castanio, Alison Noble ’03 and John Piccolo ’03; and back row: Michael Zappone, Timothy Bayha ’04, Jason Rutkey ’03, 
Brian Snyder ’04, Kellen Roach ’04, Marcello Dipaola, John Delibero ’04 and Michael Rabbitt.

Hannah Smock ’03 married William Klein ’03 on Oct. 8, 2006, in West Sayville, N.Y. Attending, front row from the left, 
were: Anthony DiCicco ’03, Jennifer Manino ’03, Amanda Hitchcock ’03, William, Hannah, Kelly Winters Smock ’99, 
Lorraine Horgan ’03 and Cynthia Barber ’03; and back row: Rebecca Lafferty Jones ’03 and Steven Jones ’03.

Marriages
Lance McAllister ’70 to Rubid Condemayta on Feb. 17, 2007, in  

Liverpool, N.Y.
Cindy Chute ’01 to James Sepenoski on Dec. 8 in Southold, N.Y.
Andrea Cordero ’02 to Joseph Franco on June 23, 2007, in Davie, Fla.
Majiel Noonan ’03 to Nathan Baker ’03 on Dec. 15 in Saratoga  

Springs, N.Y.
Michael Silverman ’03 to Dina Kirsner on July 27 in North Brunswick, N.J.
Hannah Smock ’03 to William Klein ’03 on Oct. 8, 2006, in West  

Sayville, N.Y.
Christopher Connell ’05 to Sara Nejad on July 19 in Southold, N.Y.

Births
Lance McAllister ’70 and Rubid, a daughter, Marilyn, on May 17, 2007.
Roseanne Kupersmith Ansell ’91 and Brian, a daughter, Ava Rose,  

on June 12.
Rhona Cadenhead-Hames ’92 and Matt, a son, Gavin Mathew, on June 6.
Susan Stackhouse grant ’95 and Ulysses grant ’92, a daughter, Hannah 

Marie, on May 14.
Elizabeth Cioffi Dieppa ’96 and Kenneth, a daughter, Natalie Elizabeth, 

on July 16.
Stephen Strife ’97 and Elizabeth, twin daughters, Sydney Elizabeth and 

Olivia Ann, on April 4.
Alexia Patch Miller ’99 and Jason, a son, Ainsley Miller, on July 21.
Amanda Natoli Deinhardt ’00 and Fred Deinhardt ’01, a daughter, 

Natalie Anne, on May 6.
Kristy Pisello ’00 and Cesar Rivera, a son, Cesar Rivera III, on July 2.
Karen Margiasso Innes ’00 and Thomas Innes ’01, a son, Thomas James, 

on June 1, 2007.
Michael Mastrella ’00 and Katherine White Mastrella ’02, a daughter, 

Lily Grace, on March 28.
Cindy Chute Sepenoski ’01 and James, a son, Travis James, on June 9.

In Memoriam
Reta Mayberry Waln ’27
genevieve Loomis Van Epps ’33
Laura Frances Crain French ’37
Bernice Abbott ’39
Virginia Jones Page ’44
Violet Reilly Sauer ’46
Idolo Augugliaro ’47
Robert Lewis ’47
Dorothy Randall Murphy ’49
Sally Yaeger Wallace ’53

Bernard Sadowski ’54
Ethel Mahan Theisen ’55
John gibbons ’56
Janet Soons Slocombe ’61
Dorothy Namishia ’69
Michael giovannini ’65
Mary Luvin Curran ’79
Michele Duprey ’89
Roy Seibert ’97

Christopher Connell ’05 and Sara Nejad, center, were wed in Southold, N.Y., on July 19. Celebrating with the couple in 
the foreground from the left were: Stafford Spreter ’06, Matthew Richard “Ricky” Desola ’06, Derek Winn ’05, Lauren 
Schlecht ’05 and Kristopher Ocker ’06; and in the background: Emilee Brewer ’05 and Kathe Rufer ’06.
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D
an C. Farris of Cortland, N.Y., an associ-
ate professor emeritus of education who 
served on the College faculty for 16 years, 

died on July 12.
Farris served in intelligence with the U. S. Army 

from 1950 to 1954.
He earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees 

in secondary education mathematics from Western 
Illinois State College. He subsequently taught high 
school mathematics for 10 years in Berwyn and Des 
Plaines, Ill. Farris received a Ph.D. in mathematics 
education from Pennsylvania State University. For 
six years during and following his doctoral studies,  
he taught at Williamsport (Pa.) Area Community 
College, where he rose from instructor to depart-
ment chairman and eventually to director of the 
Division of Science and Mathematics. He left  
Williamsport to join SUNY Cortland in 1975. 

At Cortland, Farris earned a reputation as a  
tireless innovator in his field, dedicating himself to 
improving mathematics instruction at all educa-
tional levels and to dispelling the sex stereotyping 
that existed in the professional fields of mathematics 
and science.

He created a three-week Summer Mathemat-
ics Clinic that provided free tutoring and instruc-
tion for youngsters from area elementary schools.  
Farris provided a strong and consistent advocacy 
role at regional and national meetings of educators 
for greater female involvement in the technological  
fields. Teamed with a fellow instructor, Professor  
Emeritus of Education Bonnie Barr-Larkin, he  
developed a program to demonstrate to female  
students from middle schools that careers in math 
and science were realistic and attainable options 
available to women.

As a member of the College community, Far-
ris twice served on the Faculty Senate in addition 
to holding a long-time seat on the College-wide  
Faculty Affairs Committee. He sat on the Task Force 
on Outdoor Education and School of Professional 
Studies committees on personnel and affirmative 
action. 

He retired in 1991 but continued teaching part-
time at the College until 1996.

Farris is survived by his wife of 53 years, Charlotte; 
two daughters, Marie Schoonover and Laura Savey; 
one son, Daniel; and 10 grandchildren.

Contributions in his memory can be made to 
the Cortland College Foundation, P.O. Box 2000, 
Cortland, NY, 13045-0900. Gifts will be added to 
scholarship funds for non-traditional students.

G
ordon H. Mengel, who served as teacher 
and administrator at SUNY Cortland for 
21 years before retiring in 1980 as emeritus 

acting associate dean of education, died on Aug. 19 
in Covington, La.

A World War II veteran, he earned a bachelor’s 
degree at SUNY Oswego and a master’s degree in 
educational administration and supervision from 
Syracuse University. Mengel also completed gradu-
ate work at the University of Wisconsin at White-
water, Michigan State, Cornell and McGill.

He taught in the Groton Public Schools before 
joining SUNY Cortland in 1959 as a teacher in the 
former Campus School, where he taught English 
and social studies.

In 1976, he was appointed acting associate dean 
in the Division of Education. He was involved with 
curriculum development and academic advisement of 
elementary and early secondary education majors. He 
also established agreements for the College to accept 
transferred credits in education-related fields from a 
number of community colleges.

Mengel developed a keen interest in outdoor 
education and helped develop the outdoor educa-
tion curriculum for the school, working principally 

with George Fuge, then the director of the College’s  
Outdoor Education Center at Raquette Lake.  
Mengel was one of the first to take classes there 
during the winter. The program was expanded and 
through Mengel’s effort, it grew to encompass all 
areas of the curriculum, not just science education 
as was the case originally. Subjects taught during 
the camping period included mathematics, English, 
social studies, art and various craft programs.

Mengel also assisted in recreation education 
courses offered at Raquette Lake, leading college 
students on six-day canoeing and hiking trips.

He served on many faculty and departmental 
committees, including as chair of the Faculty Senate 
from 1976-77.

He was a member of Stonehedges Country Club, 
a parishioner of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church, 
and a volunteer with the Retired Seniors Volunteer 
Project and at Lime Hollow Center for Culture and 
the Environment. 

Mengel was a long-time resident of Groton, N.Y. 
He was pre-deceased by his wife of 60 years, Doris. 
He is survived by two daughters, Sandy Hughes and 
Jeri Ann Bellan, and a son, Gordon J. Mengel; and 
eight grandchildren.

Donations in his memory, designated to the  
Raquette Lake Canoe Fund, may be made to the 
Cortland College Foundation, P.O. Box 2000,  
Cortland, NY 13045-0900.

J
essie Hahn Adams Shaffer, who retired from 
SUNY Cortland in 1972 as associate profes-
sor emerita of education, died on Aug. 20 in 

Stuart, Fla.
Shaffer served the College for 22 years.
Born in Albany, N.Y., she graduated from Whee-

lock College, earned a master’s degree at Columbia 
University, and attended the George Peabody College 
for Teachers, Advanced Study.

A specialist in early childhood education, Shaffer 
joined the College in 1950, bringing with her a wide  
experience as a nursery school teacher and director. 

At SUNY Cortland, she was associate director of 
Project Change, a program launched in 1970 aimed 
at innovation and designed for teachers of young 
children. She had developed the original proposal for 
the federally funded project. A group of 10 preschool 
and elementary teachers from eight counties in  
Central New York took part in the project as candidates 
for master’s degrees with a specialization in early 
childhood education. The educators then returned 
to their districts to share their experiences with  
colleagues and implement new programs.

Shaffer was deeply involved in training personnel 
for Head Start programs and, as a Head Start consul-
tant for the federal Office of Economic Opportunity, 
traveled extensively. She conducted a summer-long 
training program for New York state’s Head Start at 
Cortland in 1965. Shaffer was a Head Start consultant 
for the National Association for Education of Young 
Children and to the state Education Department’s 
publication, Learning in the Kindergarten.

She served on many curriculum and faculty 
committees and was only the second woman to 
chair the Faculty Senate, from 1953-54.

Shaffer directed the Faculty Association of 
SUNY and served on the State University’s Faculty 
Senate, where she chaired its Student Relations 
Committee for one year.

She moved to Stuart in 1978 with her husband, 
William W. Adams, SUNY Cortland professor emer-
itus of speech and theatre arts. He died in 1982. 

Shaffer was a member of St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church of Stuart, where she taught Sunday school to 
pre-school and kindergarten children. She directed 
the private nursery school at St. Mary’s church for 
30 years and volunteered at the church’s Cracker 
Barrel Thrift Shop for many years. She was active at 

the Elliott Museum and volunteered at the Historical 
Society of Martin County. A member of the Anchor 
Line Yacht Club since 1978, she also participated 
in the Woman’s Club of Stuart. A member of the  
Martin Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, she volunteered 
at Martin Memorial South Hospital for 17 years.

She is survived by two stepdaughters, Judith 
Marzullo of Purcellville, Va., and Christine Shaffer of 
Springtown, Pa.; a stepson, Jake Shaffer of Prescott, 
Ariz.; six step-grand children; and seven step-great-
grandchildren.

s
ally Yaeger Wallace ’53 of Virgil, N.Y., an  
assistant professor emerita of physical  
education who taught and coached at SUNY 

Cortland for 27 years, died on Tuesday, Aug. 26.
Born in Rochester, N.Y., Wallace earned both a 

bachelor’s and a master’s degree in physical educa-
tion from SUNY Cortland. As an undergraduate, 
she participated in basket ball, softball and volleyball 
“play-day” and “sports-day” competitions against 
other colleges in an era prior to formal intercollegiate 
women’s athletics. She also took part in intramural 
sports.

She taught high school physical education in Bath,  
N.Y., Painted Post, N.Y., and the Cortland city 
schools before joining the College in 1960.

An outstanding educator, Wallace was also one of 
the most successful coaches in the College’s history. 
She organized the intercollegiate softball program in 
1968 and led her teams to a 106-33 record in 11 years, 
a 76 percent winning record. Her 1977 team won  
the New York State Association for Intercollegiate 
Athletics for Women championship.

Wallace coached women’s golf, which won the 
1974 Eastern Association for Intercollegiate Athletics  
for Women (EAIAW) championship, women’s  
basketball and swimming. She was inducted into the 
Cortland C-Club Hall of Fame in 1979. 

She was a longtime member of the College’s Study 
Abroad Program Committee and Honors Committee. 
She was departmental representative on the Faculty  
Liaison Committee to the Alumni Advisory Council 
in Professional Studies and a member of the Alumni  
Association Board of Directors.

She chaired both the EAIAW Golf Section and 
the New York State Association for Intercollegiate 
Athletics for Women Softball Tournament Com-
mittee. She also had professional memberships in 
the New York State Association of Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation and the American Alliance 
for Physical Education and Recreation. 

Wallace retired from the College in 1987. In 
2002, many of her former athletes returned to  
campus for a SUNY Cortland C-Club Classic Teams’ 
reunion in her honor. 

In the community, Wallace served as head life-
guard at the Wickwire Pool, volunteered for a variety 
of charity drives and worked with the Red Cross Swim 
Program.

She is survived by her husband of 54 years,  
Assistant Professor Emeritus of Physical Educa-
tion Robert Wallace ’53, a C-Club Hall of Fame  
member who coached Cortland’s baseball team from  
1958-83 and softball team from 1984-85, and  
cousins, nephews and nieces.

Donations may be made to the SUNY Cortland 
Alumni Association in care of the Cortland College  
Foundation, SUNY Cortland, P.O. Box 2000,  
Cortland, NY 13045-0900.

Obituaries
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The Red Dragons finished 42-5 and tied 
for seventh in the national tournament. 
They reached the 40-win mark for the third 
time in four years.

Sophomore Matt Tone of Roches-
ter, N.Y., finished the spring with an 8-0 
record, a 2.39 earned run average and 88 
strikeouts. He tossed the first nine-inning 
no-hitter by a Red Dragon in 44 years and 
was named a second team All-American as 
well as both the ECAC Upstate New York 
and SUNYAC Pitcher of the Year.

Senior catcher Mike Zaccardo of Roch-
ester, N.Y., batted .381 with team-highs  
of six homers and 47 runs batted in to  
earn first team all-region honors. Sopho-
more designated hitter/catcher Andersen 
Gardner of Fairport, N.Y., was also on the 
all-region first team. Ninth-year head coach 
Joe Brown earned both SUNYAC and New 
York Region Coach of the Year honors for 
the second straight year. He recorded his 
300th career victory early in the spring,  
and his .789 career winning percentage 
(331-88-1) ranks first nationally among 
active Division III coaches.

Women’s lacrosse Captures 
tenth Straight league title

Despite losing its top three 
scorers to graduation, the 
Cortland women’s lacrosse 
team fashioned another  
successful season in 2008. 

The Red Dragons finished 14-6 overall 
and 8-0 in SUNYAC play, won their 10th 
straight league title and made their 10th 
consecutive NCAA Division III tourna-
ment appearance.

Under first-year co-head coaches  
Elizabeth Sewruk ’02 and Jeanna (Angotti)  
Gates ’03, the Red Dragons started the 
season with a 3-5 record. That mark was 
deceiving, however, since three of the  
setbacks came to eventual “final four” 
teams Hamilton, College of New Jersey and  
Salisbury, while the other two were one-
goal road losses to perennially strong Union 
and William Smith.

The tough schedule paid off as Cortland 
won its next 11 games, capped by a thrilling 
14-13 win over Brockport in the SUNYAC 
championship game as senior Rachel  
Cornwell of Fairport, N.Y., scored the win-
ning goal with just 20 seconds remaining. 

The Red Dragons received a bye into the 
NCAA second round and had its season 
end with a heart-wrenching 13-12 loss  
to Union.

Sophomore midfielder Jessie Fritz of 
Baldwinsville, N.Y., was rewarded for a strong 
season by being named a third team All-
American. She also was chosen as the ECAC 
Upstate New York Player of the Year and the 
SUNYAC Co-Player of the Year. Fritz’s 65 
goals this spring tied for the fourth-highest 
single-season total in school history.

Sophomore Deanne Abell of Fulton, 
N.Y., earned ECAC Upstate New York 
Goalie of the Year honors and junior de-
fender Lindsay Bakker of Sloatsburg, N.Y., 
was a first team All-ECAC selection. Abell 
ranked ninth nationally in Division III 
with a 54.2 save percentage. Bakker led the 
Red Dragons with 68 ground balls and 29 
caused turnovers.

Serikstad leaps to High Jump 
all-america Honors

Sophomore Kristen Serikstad 
of Oyster Bay, N.Y., garnered 
All-America honors with a 
tie for fourth place in the 
high jump at the NCAA 

Division III Women’s Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships, hosted by the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh in late May.

Serikstad cleared 5’ 4.5”, just two and  
a half inches off the winning mark. Her 
performance came just over two months 
after earning All-America honors in the 
event with a tie for fifth place at the indoor 
national meet.

Juniors Alanna Hollborn of Islip Terrace, 
N.Y., Keri Laviska of Binghamton, N.Y., and 
Sarah Kimball of Liverpool, N.Y., also quali-
fied for nationals. Hollborn finished ninth 
in the 5,000-meter run, missing All-America 
honors by one place. Laviska and Kimball 
tied for 16th place in the pole vault.

Cortland finished tied for 60th place 
in the final NCAA team standings. First-
year head coach Steve Patrick ’97 also  
led the Red Dragons to a seventh-place 
showing at the New York State Champi-
onships and a third-place SUNYAC finish. 
Kimball won her third state pole vault title 
in as many years, while both Kimball and  
Laviska cleared a school-record 11’ 9” in 
the event at the SUNYAC meet in Cort-
land. Kimball repeated as SUNYAC pole 
vault champion over Laviska due to fewer 
missed attempts.

Spring Sports 
Continued from page 24

All-America sophomore pitcher Katie Finch led the Cortland softball team to its fifth 
NCAA Division III World Series appearance and first since 2004. Finch earned 22 of 
the Red Dragons’ 39 victories and broke her own school single-season record with 254 
strikeouts. Cortland repeated as State University of New York Athletic Conference 
champions and tied for fifth nationally. (Photo by Darl Zehr Photography)
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Fantastic cardmember benefits and rewards: 
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• No annual fee
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for the first six months*
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Go, red dragons!
since mid-January, suny Cortland has offered a new, intercollegiate athletics Web 
site, www.cortlandreddragons.com. the site features stories, schedules, statistics 
and photos in a user-friendly format. other features include interactive poll ques-
tions and an opportunity to sign up for electronic newsletters via e-mail.
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Sports Information Director

C
ortland’s spring athlet-
ics teams enjoyed another 
spectacular season in 2008. 
The men’s lacrosse and 
men’s outdoor track and 

field teams each repeated their national 
runner-up finishes from 2007. The base-
ball and softball squads both advanced to 
their respective eight-team Division III 
World Series, while women’s lacrosse tied 
for ninth in the country after playing in the 
NCAA tournament second round.

As a whole, the Cortland athletics pro-
gram finished in ninth place out of nearly 
430 colleges and universities in the Division 
III U.S. Sports Academy Directors’ Cup, 
which measures across-the-board sports 
success. Cortland remains one of only six 
schools in the country, and the only one 
in New York, to reach the top 20 in each 
of the 13  years the standings have been 
compiled.

Siddeeq Becomes fastest  
Man in division iii

After near misses on three 
previous occasions, senior 
sprinter Amaan Siddeeq of 
Goshen, N.Y., made his final 
collegiate meet a memorable 

one by capturing two individual titles at 
the NCAA Division III Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships in Oshkosh, Wis., 
this past May.

Siddeeq was the national 100-meter 
dash runner-up at the 2007 outdoor na-
tionals and placed second each of the last 
two years in the indoor 55-meter dash, 
both times falling short by just a hundredth 
of a second. He finally broke through this 
spring with victories in the 100-meter dash, 
in 10.59 seconds, and the 200-meter dash, 
in 21.29 seconds.

Those wins helped first-year head coach 
Steve Patrick ’97 and his team repeat as  
national runner-up. The Red Dragons  
actually led the meet with one event  
remaining, but McMurry University 
(Texas) took the title with a third-place 
4x400-meter relay finish.

In addition to Siddeeq, eight Red Drag-
ons earned All-America honors. Sophomore 
Kyle O’Brien of Monroe, N.Y., finished 
fourth in the 3,000-meter steeplechase, while 
sophomore Justin Wager of Guilderland, 
N.Y., and junior Niko Viglione of Purdys, 
N.Y., placed sixth and seventh, respectively, 
in the 1,500-meter run.

Sophomore Seth DuBois of Altamont, 
N.Y., turned in a seventh-place effort in 
the 10,000-meter run, and the 4x100-meter 
relay team of seniors Kevin Ma of Corn-
wall, N.Y., J.J. Riese of Central Square, 
N.Y., Stan Cadet of Hicksville, N.Y., and 
Matt Bieringer of Center Moriches, N.Y., 
finished in eighth place.

Patrick was named both the State Uni-
versity of New York Athletic Conference 
(SUNYAC) and Atlantic Region Coach of 
the Year. Cortland won its second straight 
SUNYAC title and 10th overall.

Men’s lacrosse Plays in  
third Straight NCaa final

The Cortland men’s lacrosse 
team continued its run as 
one of the nation’s best 
programs by advancing to 
the NCAA Division III title 

game for the third straight year.
Second-year head coach Steve Beville’s 

team finished with a sparkling 18-2 mark, 
tying a school record for victories, but 
again lost to Salisbury (Md.) University in 
the national finals. The 19-13 setback to 
the Sea Gulls came in front of an NCAA 
Division III record 24,317 fans at Gillette 
Stadium in Foxborough, Mass., during  
Memorial Day weekend.

Cortland’s lone setback during the reg-
ular season was an overtime loss at Ithaca 
College, which the team avenged with a 
16-5 victory in the NCAA semifinals. After 
the loss, the Red Dragons defeated each of 
their next 11 opponents by at least nine 
goals, including two victories to claim 
their seventh SUNYAC tournament title in 
nine years. Playing in its eighth consecutive 
NCAA tournament, Cortland posted three 
home wins to advance to the title game.

Senior Ryan Heath of Baldwinsville, 
N.Y., was chosen as the Division III Attack-
man of the Year after recording 53 goals 

and 48 assists. The first player in school 
history to surpass the 100-point mark in a 
season, Heath finished his career third at 
Cortland with 232 points (132 goals, 100 
assists) in just three seasons.

Senior midfielder Josh Cittadino of 
Baldwin, N.Y., earned national Specialist 
of the Year honors as well as first team All-
America recognition. He won 209-of-311 
faceoffs (67 percent) and totaled 17 goals 
and 18 assists.

Senior defenseman Nick Bueti of Hol-
brook, N.Y., and senior midfielder Adam 
Hyde of West Seneca, N.Y., were also first 
team All-Americans, while senior attack-
man Billy Fuchs of Merrick, N.Y., was 
a second team selection. Fuchs scored a 
school single-season record 58 goals, while 
Hyde’s 28 goals included the overtime 
game winner versus Middlebury in the  
national quarterfinals. Beville was named 
the SUNYAC Coach of the Year.

Surprising Softball Season  
ends in World Series Berth

The Cortland softball team 
returned only a handful of 
starters from its 2007 squad 
that won a SUNYAC title 
and finished second in the 

NCAA regionals. Despite a relatively new 

lineup and somewhat lessened expecta-
tions, the Red Dragons turned in one of 
the best seasons in school history behind 
14th-year head coach Julie Lenhart.

Cortland’s record stood at 8-6 at the 
end of March, but the Red Dragons rattled 
off 17 wins in their next 18 games. The team 
eventually reached the 30-win mark for the 
seventh straight year, tied for the SUNYAC 
regular-season crown and bounced back 
from a second-round loss in the double-
elimination SUNYAC tournament in 
Plattsburgh to win the next three games 
and repeat as conference champion.

Returning to Plattsburgh the following 
weekend, the fourth-seeded Red Dragons 
won four games in a row to advance to the 
Division III World Series for the fifth time 
overall and first time since 2004.

A three-run rally in the final inning 
pushed Cortland past eventual national 
runner-up Wisconsin-Whitewater in the 
first round before two losses ended the 
season. The Red Dragons finished tied for 
fifth nationally, and their 39-13 record gave 
them the second-best win total in school 
history.

Sophomore Katie Finch of Amster-
dam, N.Y., was selected as a third team 
All-American and the SUNYAC Pitcher of 
the Year. She finished the year with a 22-9 
record and a 1.26 earned run average, and 
she broke her own school record with 254 
strikeouts. Senior outfielder Annemarie 
Nelson of Nassau, N.Y., sophomore des-
ignated player Emily Ringen of Pompton 
Plains, N.J., and freshman second baseman 
Donnalyn Cross of Binghamton, N.Y., were 
all-region choices along with Finch. 

Lenhart and her assistant coaches were 
named the Northeast Region Coaching 
Staff of the Year.

Baseball World Series run 
features 38-Game Win Streak

On March 12, following a 
loss during its spring break 
trip to Arizona, the Cortland 
baseball team had a rather 
unimpressive 4-3 record. 

The Red Dragons’ next loss, however, didn’t 
occur until more than two months later.

Over that stretch, Cortland won an 
amazing 38 straight games, eclipsing the 
previous school record of 25 straight set 
in 1998. Along the way, the Red Dragons 
won their fourth consecutive SUNYAC title 
and 27th overall, earned their 16th straight 
NCAA tournament berth and advanced 
to the World Series for the ninth time, all 
since 1995.

In a strange twist of fate, though,  
Cortland’s first-round World Series  
opponent, Trinity College (Conn.), entered 
the eight-team finals with a NCAA record 
41-game win streak and no losses during the 
year. The Red Dragons battled right to the 
end with the eventual national champion 
before losing 2-1 on a run in the bottom of 
the ninth. A loss to Wisconsin-Whitewater 
the next day brought a surprisingly abrupt 
end to the season.
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Spring Sports

Amaan Siddeeq Wears Pair of NCAA Track Crowns; 
Five Red Dragon Teams Place in Top 10 Nationally

Senior Amaan Siddeeq claimed NCAA Division III outdoor track and field titles in both the 
100-meter and 200-meter dashes at the national championship meet in May at the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh. His performances helped the Red Dragons earn an NCAA runner-up team fin-
ish for the second straight year. The Cortland Athletics program now boasts at least one individual 
national champion, across all sports, in each of the last 22 years. (Photo by Darl Zehr Photography)


