
BY JENNIFER WILSON Associate Editor

IOWA CITY, Iowa — It seems to go 
without saying that the person who 
leads one of the world’s most prom-
inent institutes dedicated to advancing 

the education of gifted and talented 
children really ought to be a genius.

And clearly Nicholas Colangelo ’70, 
director, co-founder and endowed professor 
since 1989 at the Connie Belin and Jacqueline 
N. Blank International Center for Gifted 
Education and Talent Development (Belin-
Blank Center), is a very intelligent man.

But he doesn’t describe himself as 
having extraordinary mental abilities.

“I think I was a good student but in 
all honesty, I think that Cortland was the 
changing factor,” he modestly asserted 
during an interview in his Blank Honors 
Center sixth fl oor o!  ce, which commands 
a fi ne view of the Iowa River and academic 
buildings at the heart of the University of 
Iowa campus. 

“Attending Cortland in the late 1960s, 
I had to think about a lot of issues that 
didn’t seem to have easy answers — like 
civil rights, women’s rights and Vietnam. I 
developed critical thinking here, a skill that 
I took with me to graduate school.”

During this era, kids with exceptionally 
high IQs weren’t even on the radar of Amer-
ica’s future educators, Colangelo said.

His fi rst real “aha!” moment about 
brilliant youngsters came when he faced 

roomfuls of fi dgety seventh graders at Fox 
Lane Middle School in Mt. Kisco, N.Y., in 
1970, right out of college. He subsequently 
earned an M.Ed. in counseling and guidance 
from University of Vermont in Burlington.

“I remember when I was a social studies 
teacher I really didn’t know what to do 
with a gifted student,” mused the former 
secondary social studies major. “You 
realized, ‘Yeah, this child is really smart. 
End of story.’”

For the majority of American educators, 
the record in this area has refl ected action 
in the form of inaction, Colangelo noted. 
Most states discourage early admission into 
kindergarten. Many schools boast gifted 
programs that actually are ine" ective, such 
as rounding up all the smart kids in one 
classroom but, instead of altering the di!  -
culty and pace, giving the frustrated teens 
the same work as their age peers, with 
perhaps more homework.

Until recent years when the urging 
of a number of educational reformers, 
including Colangelo, began to e" ect 
changes, schools seldom allowed bright 
students to skip ahead a year or graduate 
from high school early, an approach called 
“acceleration.”

“This is not about pushing the child, 
it’s about allowing the child to thrive,” 
said Colangelo, who started his career 
researching gifted students at the University 
of Wisconsin at Madison. 

“It was the early 1970s and the idea of 
working with the gifted was novel,” said 
Colangelo, who was pursuing his doctorate 
in counseling and guidance with minors in 
law and educational psychology. 

“If you’re constantly bored in a 
classroom, what do you do? Either you’re 
going to be disengaged or you’re going 
to act out. Either way, education loses. 
Obviously the acting out is what gets the 
attention but if you start tuning out, you’re 
not going to be using your abilities and 
that’s the part that I’ve really worked hard 
to get educators to see.”

Fifty years ago, researchers declared 
that acceleration clearly was the way to deal 
with extraordinarily abled youth. Yet the 
large volume of educational research about 
gifted and talented children that Colangelo 
has amassed over the years tells a sad story. 
Generations of academically outstanding 
youth are failing to live up to their potential. 
They have been left to plead for their own 
advancement while marching in lockstep 
with their age peers through the American 
public school system. Many frustrated teen-
agers even drop out of school. The lucky 
ones fi nd sympathetic teachers or are 
tutored if their parents have the resources.

“My concern is that kids become 
invisible,” Colangelo said. “By this I mean 
their educational needs are neither recog-
nized nor addressed. Thus, who they are 
is hidden. We have a history of making 
certain kids invisible, whether because of 
their color, gender or abilities. Many people 
believe that gifted kids can take care of 
themselves. But they’re still kids and they 
have needs, and it’s our job as educators to 
try to fi gure out those needs and make an 
e" ort to meet them.”

In 2004, Colangelo and several 
colleagues focused a spotlight on this 
shamefully prevalent state of American 
education. With the help of co-authors 
Susan Assouline and Miraca Gross, Colangelo 
released through the University of Iowa a 

SUNY CORTLAND ALUMNI NEWS   F A L L  2 0 1 0

Accelerating Genius

continued on page 8

“Many people believe that 

gifted kids can take care of 

themselves. But they’re still 

kids and they have needs, and 

it’s our job as educators to try 

to figure out those needs and 

make an effort to meet them.”
— Nicholas Colangelo ’70

Nicholas Colangelo ’70, shown in the 
foreground, admires an Arts Scholastic 
display by outstanding high school-age 
artists in University of Iowa’s Connie Belin 
and Jacqueline N. Blank International 
Center for Gifted Education and Talent 
Development.
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Earlier this year, the Auxiliary Services Corporation (ASC), 
which owns the Antlers property at Raquette Lake, received 
an unsolicited inquiry from an individual interested in 
purchasing it. 

That news, which I shared in February via the Alumni 
A" airs O!  ce’s electronic update with our 27,000 alumni who 
have supplied us with their email addresses, prompted many 
concerned responses. I received numerous e-mails and letters, 
most of them gracious and constructive in tone, from grad-
uates who recounted their fond memories of Antlers over 
the years. I was overwhelmed by their a" ection for Antlers 
and our National Historic Site, Camp Huntington, located 
across Raquette Lake.

In August, I recommended to the independent ASC Board 
of Directors to place a moratorium on any sale of Antlers. 
Alumni have been energized by the Antlers discussion and I 
wanted to tap into that momentum as we considered alter-
native solutions. The freeze on selling Antlers would allow 
adequate time to gather and weigh all the facts and available 
options.

The independent board was to meet this Fall after 
the copy deadline for this edition of Columns. The board 
members have a fi duciary responsibility to ASC and Antlers 
has been operating at a substantial annual loss for some 
time now.

I also asked ASC and the College to jointly develop a 
vision statement for the Outdoor Education Center to guide 
us in our future decisions. Our fi rst priority would remain 
our current students and how to maximize their educational 
experience at the Outdoor Education Center.

If the ASC board agrees to put the sale of Antlers on 
hold, then I will create an ad hoc committee with repre-
sentatives from areas such as Alumni A" airs O!  ce, Alumni 
Association, Inc., ASC, the Cortland College Foundation, the 
Student Government Association, the Center for Environ-
mental and Outdoor Education and our faculty to serve as a 
clearinghouse for the ideas received and to channel the best 
concepts into a blueprint for moving forward.

Numerous questions already have been posed. For 
example, Antlers presently o" ers academic programming 
for only a portion of the year. Can we expand it? The cabins 

and buildings at Antlers are in need of serious repair, as I will 
outline shortly. From where will the funds originate to replace 
them? Is a multi-million dollar capital campaign for Antlers a 
viable alternative and su!  cient to address long-term program 
and capital needs? What is the fair market value for lakefront 
property in the Adirondacks that includes some 20 covenants 
the College would mandate in the terms of its sale?

These prerequisites would either maintain or improve 
the services for Camp Huntington that we presently enjoy at 
Antlers, such as road easement for our vehicles, an enhanced 
parking lot, storage areas, access to Antlers Beach, dockage 
for College watercraft, year-round restrooms, dock mainte-
nance and ice road access. 

By way of background, Antlers was purchased by ASC in 
1965 to provide the College with much-needed marina access 
and a staging area for water transportation across Raquette 
Lake to Camp Huntington, which we acquired in 1948. Antlers 
encompasses 5.3 acres of land and includes the Casino, Cedars, 
the Main Lodge and four cabins. Over the years, classes have 
been held and meals served in the Casino, while alumni have 
rented the cabins and rooms during the summer months. 

Continued use of the Antlers facilities, as mentioned 
earlier, would necessitate replacing all four cabins, fi nishing 
work on the Casino foundation, repairing the lodge foun-

dation and replacing the septic system. The costs for 
completing this work, based on an intensive ASC study 
conducted more than a decade ago, totaled $1.5 million. The 
potential also exists for adding two new wells and/or paying 
increased costs for water fi ltration. These improvements 
would add considerably to the capital costs.

Some of you have suggested that alumni donations could 
o" set the renovation costs. I am open to any generous o" ers 
by a SUNY Cortland graduate or a group of alumni. 

Selling Antlers would provide both a sizeable endowment 
for Camp Huntington and give more SUNY Cortland students, 
88 percent of whom receive fi nancial aid, the opportunity 
to participate in the unique Raquette Lake experience each 
year. ASC would donate the funds from the property sale to 
SUNY Cortland. The money would be placed in a fund toward 
the endowment of the Outdoor Education Center at Camp 
Huntington. We believe that this could provide more than 
$50,000 annually. One possible outcome could be including 
the Raquette Lake experience as part of every SUNY Cortland 
student’s orientation regardless of his or her academic major. 

Considering the possibilities is an exciting process, but the 
realities are daunting. The di!  cult decisions regarding Antlers 
remain. There are no easy answers. What we do possess, 
however, is the energy generated this summer by alumni, 
faculty and sta"  and friends coupled with a collective desire 
to keep a much-treasured Adirondack experience intact for 
past, present and future SUNY Cortland students. 

I will keep you informed as we move forward. To facilitate 
that e" ort and our communications with you, I urge alumni 
who have not shared their e-mail addresses with the Alumni 
A" airs O!  ce to please do so now. You can update your 
e-mail address and alumni record by visiting www.cortland.
edu/alumniupdate. Lastly, thank you all for caring. Your 
passion for this institution, its academics and its traditions 
speaks volumes about SUNY Cortland and its graduates.

The future of Antlers
BY ERIK J. BITTERBAUM President

PRESIDENT’S

Message

Rich Cecconi ’74
Cortland, N.Y.
A native of Little Falls, N.Y., Rich taught 
eighth grade physical science at Homer 
(N.Y.) Junior High School from 1974 
until his retirement in 2007. The school 
district’s Environmental Teacher of 
the Year in 1977, he co-advised the 
Junior High Science Club and the Ski 

Club. He served as the Village of Homer recreation coor-
dinator for many years and has been a catalyst for the 
growth of the sport of youth lacrosse in the community. 
A former assistant SUNY Cortland lacrosse coach, he 
earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees and certifi cate 
of advanced study from SUNY Cortland. During the past 
three years, Rich has volunteered with di" erent projects 
at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House 
and has been an active member of the Cortland County 
Alumni Chapter.

Carolyn Cooke ’66
Warrington, Pa.
Carolyn devoted 35 years to teaching 
physical education and special 
education in the Syosset (N.Y.) and 
White Plains (N.Y.) School Districts 
before her retirement in 2001. Carolyn 
coached high school tennis and 

swimming and middle school volleyball, basketball, softball 
and track. A certifi ed gymnastics judge, she was a coop-
erating teacher for SUNY Cortland physical education 
student teachers. She has been active at SUNY Cortland 
with the Alpha Kappa Phi/Agonian/Sigma Sigma Sigma/Sig 
Rho Sigma Sorority Scholarship Committee and its fund-
raising e" orts at Raquette Lake and the Alumni House. She 
earned her bachelor’s degree in physical education from 
Cortland and a master’s degree in special education from 
the College of New Rochelle.

Gary DeBolt ’73
Livonia, N.Y.
An associate professor of education at 
Roberts Wesleyan University in Roch-
ester, N.Y., since July 2006, Gary was 
assistant superintendent for curriculum 
and instruction in the Fairport (N.Y.) 
Central School District between 1999-
2006. He was on the SUNY Geneseo 

faculty from 1989-99, when he held a variety of positions, 
including director of the School of Education, associate 
professor of education and coordinator of student teaching. 
He began his career as a social studies teacher in the Geneseo 
(N.Y.) School District. An author of academic books, chapter 
and articles, he earned his bachelor’s degree in social studies 
education from SUNY Cortland, where he was active in Delta 
Kappa Beta fraternity. He earned a master’s degree from 
SUNY Geneseo and an Ed.D. from Syracuse University.

Ronnie Genee ’03
Bronx, N.Y.
The Student Government Association 
(SGA) president at SUNY Cortland in 
2002-03, Ronnie is currently a residence 
director at the Culinary Institute of 
America in Hyde Park, N.Y. He earned 
a bachelor’s degree in political science 
from SUNY Cortland and a master’s 

degree in college student personnel administration from 
Canisius College in Bu" alo, N.Y. He was a resident assistant 
and a programming coordinator in the O!  ce of Campus 
Programming and Leadership Development at Canisius. He 
served as a graduate intern at the University at Bu" alo’s 
Center for Leadership and Community Engagement and 
its O!  ce of Judicial A" airs and Advocacy. In 2008, he 
was activities manager at Brown University’s “Summer at 
Brown” Program. 

David Hennessy ’53
Nashville, Ind.
From 1967 until his retirement in 1995, 
David founded and operated the 
David E. Hennessey Company, which 
designed and developed sales and 
technical training programs for indus-
trial companies in the U.S. and around 

Meet the new Alumni Board members
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“What we do possess, however, is 

the energy generated this summer by 

alumni, faculty and staff and friends 

coupled with a collective desire to 

keep a much-treasured Adirondack 

experience intact for past, present 

and future SUNY Cortland students.”
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As the Alumni Association and 
the Alumni A" airs O!  ce move 
into a new academic year, we are 
pleased to welcome some addi-
tions to the board.

First, let me take this oppor-
tunity to thank outgoing Alumni 
Association President Ronnie 
Sternin Silver ’67, who led the 
board through a very important 
two-year process of strategic 
planning. Meanwhile, Alumni 

Association President Nancy Niskin Sorbella ’82 and Vice Pres-
ident Peter Kanakaris ’70 have started in their new roles and 
are joined by eight new board members, whose short bios 
appear on page 2 and below. Joe Eppolito ’74 continues in his 
important role of treasurer, continuing to monitor the fi scal 
health of the Alumni Association.

At its core, the Alumni Association’s mission is to keep you 
connected to your alma mater by cultivating and fostering 
positive and lasting relationships between our alumni and the 
College community. The association accomplishes this union 
of SUNY Cortland’s past, present and future through commu-
nications, programs and networking activities that involve and 
encourage all alumni to support the College and its mission.

The Alumni Association’s new strategic plan, formulated 
in March 2010, works in conjunction with SUNY Cortland’s 
2010-20 campus priorities of academic excellence, transforma-
tional education, well-being and maximization of resources. 
Specifi cally, the Alumni Association’s goals for 2010-2015 are to:

 increase connections with SUNY Cortland alumni; 
 facilitate alumni contributions of time, talent and 

treasure; 
 obtain fi scal solvency; and
 enhance the stature and relevance of the association 

by aligning with the strategic priorities of the campus.
As we move ahead on these goals, you will note a variety 

of adjustments to the way we do business, especially in light 
of the feedback we have received from you. Whether we’ve 
invited you to an event on campus or in your home region, 
we have conducted surveys and gathered evaluations on 

how we are doing. In the months to come, we will be imple-
menting some of your great suggestions.

For example, be on the lookout for more timely and current 
events, more opportunities to interact with and mentor current 
students, and chances to network with your fellow alumni and 
faculty for career, social and educational purposes.

Our popular Alumni Reunion in July will take on a more 
streamlined format featuring enhanced o" erings for our 
graduates and additional opportunities for various “decades” 
worth of graduates to convene. Opportunities for alumni to 
return and interact with their major departments, clubs and 
interest groups are being planned year round. To better serve 
our younger reunion classes, we will be moving celebrations 
to be held during the academic year and will feature new 
programming to better meet the requests of these alumni. 
Classes of 1991, 1996 and 2001 should be on the lookout for 
mailings this year addressing these o" erings.

Additionally, the Alumni Association encourages all 
alumni who have an interest to become involved in one of 
many board committees (see outside cover). These represent 
an excellent way to have your voice heard on a variety of 
alumni-related topics.

We continuously evaluate our methods of alumni 
communication. In keeping with campus sustainability initia-
tives, we are streamlining the paper communications you 
receive from us. Columns is “greening” into a bi-annual publi-
cation. We will provide more frequent e-updates, along with 
the recently launched Moments, and more succinct mailers 
to keep you informed. The Annual Report will continue in its 
redesigned color format featuring stories of our dedicated 
alumni donors. The Cortland website has been redesigned 
and is informative, colorful and interactive. A facelift of the 
alumni pages in the near future will make our site more user-
friendly and valuable to our graduates. 

While change can be challenging, it is also exciting. Taking 
stock of one’s future represents the mark of an organization 
ready to blossom. The Alumni Association is moving forward, 
but can only do so by continuing to take risks and ask the 
right questions, beginning with, “What is best for your alma 
mater?” When SUNY Cortland shines, so do all of our alumni. 
Please continue to stay involved, in touch, and keep your 
voices heard. 

The strategy of change
BY STACEY GOLDYN-MOLLER Executive Director of Alumni A! airs
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Marian Natoli Atkinson ’54, 
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Member

Je! rey T. Beal ’76
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Marjorie Dey Carter ’50, 
Emeritus Board 
Member

Rich Cecconi ’74
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Member

Carolyn Cooke ’66
Peter Dady ’74
Gary DeBolt ’73
Paul Fardy ’63

Raymond D. Franco ’72
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Gloor ’76
David Hennessy ’53
Maureen McCrystal ’00
James McGuidwin ’63
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Brian Newman ’84
Carole Wilsey Phillips ’48
Doug Premo ’97
Elizabeth Pujolas ’86
Gloria Quadrini ’59, 

Emeritus Board 
Member
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Schuehler ’78
Cheryl Singer Sullivan ’81
Carol Statkevicus Suto ’73
Estella Eckler Vangeli ’47, 

Emeritus Board 
Member

Judy Wolfe ’84

the world. He earned his bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education and his master’s degree in elementary science 
education from SUNY Cortland. He was a submarine 
o!  cer in the U.S. Navy from 1953-58. Between 1958-62, 
he developed the fi rst joint educational cable TV project 
in New York state, o" ering televised science programs in 
Cortland County. From 1963-67, he directed the Training 
and Communications Center for the Cummins Engine Co. 
in Columbus, Ind. In retirement he organized a 1,000-mile 
bike ride to raise money for the Ralph Adams Brown Schol-
arship at SUNY Cortland and has written a biography on 
Emilio “Dee” DaBramo ’48. He is providing challenge fund 
dollars toward the College’s Red Dragon Ride to support 
the Cortland Community Fund.

Brian P. Newman ’84
Lakewood, Colo.
A licensed and ordained minister, Brian 
has lived and worked extensively in 
the U.S. and Europe since earning his 
bachelor’s degree in English education 
with a minor in journalism from 
SUNY Cortland. A Cortland Standard 
news editor, he became communica-

tions director for the Geneva, Switzerland-based Food 
for the, Hungry International from 1985-88. He served as 
assistant pastor at the Crossroads Evangelical Church in 
Ferney-Voltaire, France. For Christian Associates Interna-
tional (CAI) between 1992-2000, he was a fi eld leader in 

Budapest, Hungary and then its Europe director working 
out of The Hague, Netherlands. He became senior pastor 
for the Crossroads International Church in Amsterdam 
from 2000-05. He returned to the U.S. and to Colorado 
as a senior leadership coach for CAI in Denver, executive 
pastor at lookout Mountain Community Church in Golden, 
director of development for CAI in Denver and now the 
founder and managing director of Step Up Enterprises, 
LLC in Denver. He earned two master’s degrees from Fuller 
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Calif.

Douglas Premo ’97
Rome, N.Y.
A former All-America Red Dragon 
baseball shortstop, Doug is superin-
tendent of the South Lewis Central 
Schools in Turin, N.Y., where he previ-
ously served as principal of the Port 
Leyden and Constableville Elementary 
Schools. In 2003-04, he was an interme-

diate principal in Dryden, N.Y. and in Ballston Spa, N.Y. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree in elementary education from 
SUNY Cortland in 1997 and began his career as a teacher 
at Nebo Elementary and Dobbins Middle Schools in Dallas, 
Ga., where he was chosen as the Teacher of the Year. Doug 
earned his master’s degree in educational leadership from 
State University of West Georgia in 2001, when he became 
assistant principal at South Paulding Middle School in 
Dallas, Ga.

Carol Statkevicus Suto ’73
Liverpool, N.Y.
A native of Great Neck, N.Y., Carol 
earned her bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education and her master’s 
degree in early childhood education 
from SUNY Cortland. From 1973 until 
her retirement in 2007, she taught 
classes ranging from kindergarten to 

fi fth grade in the Liverpool (N.Y.) Central Schools. She 
served on numerous district-wide committees and worked 
on character education with SUNY Cortland Professor 
Thomas Lickona and the Center for 4th and 5th R’s. Carol 
was active with the Parent/Teacher Organization and the 
United Liverpool Faculty Association, serving as a building 
representative for 15 years. In retirement, she has volun-
teered with Soule Road Elementary and the St. John’s Food 
Pantry. She was a committee member for the 2010 Sigma 
Delta Phi Reunion at SUNY Cortland.

Continued from page 2
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EVENTS MAILING SCHEDULE
Event registration materials are mailed six to eight weeks in advance 
of an event. If you do not receive a mailing and wish to attend 
any chapter event, contact our o!  ce at (607) 753-2516 or 
at alumni@cortland.edu and we will send one to you. We also 
use e-mail to notify and remind graduates of upcoming alumni 
events. If you would like to be contacted by e-mail, write to 
alumni@cortland.edu and supply your e-mail address.

Capital District
Thirty-three alumni, family and friends met in Saratoga 

Springs, N.Y., for a day at the races on Aug. 1. This year, alumni and 
their guests enjoyed a buffet lunch in the Carousel with access 
to the betting windows and watched races on television or in the 
grandstand. 

Southern Tier
The SUNY Cortland Southern Tier Alumni Chapter hosted 

90 alumni and their guests at the 12th annual Binghamton Mets 
baseball game and picnic on Saturday, Aug. 14. A pre-game picnic 
featured a raffle of SUNY Cortland alumni apparel and other 
prizes. Graduates received a College update from President Erik J. 
Bitterbaum and a chance to meet him in the Maines Skybox. The 
Alumni Association would like to thank Maines Paper and Food 
Service Inc. for providing their skybox, products and services that 
made this successful event possible.

Syracuse
Join alumni, family and friends on Saturday, March 12, for the 

annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Syracuse, N.Y. Alumni and guests 
will gather at Mulrooney’s Pub in Armory Square for ample food, 
snacks and a cash bar. Information and registration instructions 
will be posted at www2.cortland.edu/alumni/events/.

Western New York
The Western New York Chapter held its annual Scholarship 

Golf Tournament on Aug. 15 at the Glen Oak Golf Course in East 
Amherst, N.Y. The event raised $738 for the scholarship, which 
benefits local Western New York SUNY Cortland students. After 
golf, the alumni, family and friends enjoyed a buffet dinner in the 
clubhouse and met Rebecca Schnirel, a SUNY Cortland senior 
who received the 2010 scholarship award. For more information 
about next year’s tournament or to give a gift to support the 
Western New York scholarship, contact the Alumni Affairs Office. 

SUNY Cortland Alumni 
Association Chapters

ADIRONDACK AREA
Beryl Cooper Szwed ’70

157 Kiwassa Rd., Saranac Lake, NY 12983
H (518) 891-5008 • szwed@northnet.org

ATLANTA AREA
Lisa Falvo Santangelo ’77

13825 Bethany Oaks Pointe, Alpharetta, GA 30004
H (770) 664-1805 • lisasan55@att.net

BOSTON AREA
Alumni Affairs Office

(607) 753-2516

CAPITAL DISTRICT
Mike Horelick ’67

1702 Western Ave., Apt. 106, Albany, NY 12203
H (518) 452-1412 • mhoreli1@nycap.rr.com

Bob Samaniuk ’00
866 Oregon Ave., Schenectady, NY 12309

H (518) 357-3035 • tmiamid@aol.com

CORTLAND AREA
Linda May Armstrong ’76

H (607) 749-4780 • darmst7@twcny.rr.com

HUDSON VALLEY
Nancy Niskin Sorbella ’82

1347 Peekskill Hollow Rd., Carmel, NY 10512
H (845) 225-8640 • jsorbella@aol.com

LONG ISLAND
Jennifer Gaeta ’06

117 Ann St., Valley Stream, NY 11580
H (516) 398-2152 • gaeta826@yahoo.com

Cindy Mardenfeld ’93
108 Town House Village, Hauppauge, NY 11788
Cell: (516) 510-6176 • cindy@mardenfeld.com

MID-ATLANTIC
Sarah J. Pope ’04

sarahpope29@hotmail.com

Meaghan E. Hearn ’05
meaghanehearn@gmail.com

NEW YORK CITY
Joe Vallo ’79

1302 Regent Dr., Mount Kisco, NY 10549
H (914) 242-3297 • joemarkemma@aol.com

Robert Vinal ’71
52 Howton Ave., Staten Island, NY 10308
H (718) 356-3512 • robertvinal@gmail.com

ROCHESTER
Art Jones ’74

329 Linden St., Apt. 3, Rochester, NY 14620
H (585) 368-2103 • ajones@macsourceinc.com

SOUTHERN TIER
Michael ’01 and Megan Benjamin Kennerknecht ’02

15 Rotary Ave., Binghamton, NY 13095
C (607) 743-0574

meganlyn@live.com

SYRACUSE AREA
Lou Chistolini ’65

104 Genesee Rd., Camillus, NY 13031
H (315) 487-3862 • lchistol65@yahoo.com

Lou Pettinelli Jr. ’55
9415 Wickham Dr., Brewerton, NY 13029
H (315) 676-7175 • louispett@yahoo.com

WESTERN NEW YORK
David Dengler ’78

100 Ruskin Rd., Eggertsville, NY 14226
H (716) 835-3332 • W (716) 837-2070

djdbflo@yahoo.com

ChapterChatter

Mary Lou Swanson Pierce ’48 and Donald Pierce ’51 enjoy the 
annual Southern Tier Chapter Binghamton Mets game at NYSEG 
Stadium on Aug. 14.

Change in Alumni 
Admissions Process
Fall semester freshman applicants determined 
ineligible for regular admissions can be considered 
for review through the Alumni Admissions process.

New this fall, any alumnus wishing to nominate 
a freshman applicant for the Alumni Admissions 
program should complete and submit the Alumni 
Admissions Program Nomination form along with 
a letter of recommendation to the Undergraduate 
Admissions O!  ce. 

The forms are available on the Undergraduate 
Admissions O!  ce website in the “Freshman Admis-
sions” area and must be submitted by Jan. 15, 2011, for 
program consideration. 

The site also contains more information about 
the Alumni Admissions program. 

For the form or more information, visit 
www2.cortland.edu/admissions, the Admissions 
O!  ce site on the College’s homepage, and under 
“Undergraduate Admissions,” open “Freshmen 
Admissions” and choose the “Alumni Admissions” 
button.

Julie Gentner Murphy ’03, right, poses with SUNY Cortland senior 
Rebecca Schnirel at the Western New York Scholarship Golf 
Tournament in East Amherst on Aug. 15.

JOIN THE RED DRAGON 
ALUMNI HONOR ROLL
We extend a hearty “Thank You” to more than 
200 dedicated SUNY Cortland alumni who give 
generously of their time and talent each year. Your 
loyalty and passion for your alma mater and the 
assistance you provide to student groups, depart-
ments and fellow alumni distinguish SUNY Cortland 
alumni from those at our sister schools.

To view this year’s Red Dragon Alumni Honor 
Roll (RDAHR), visit www2.cortland.edu/alumni and 
open the “Volunteers” window, and select “Alumni 
Volunteer Honor Roll.”

If you have volunteered in the last year and 
don’t see your name on the RDAHR, please e-mail 
us at alumni@cortland.edu and your name will be 
added to the list.

We hope to increase our honor roll in the 
years to come, so please join us as a volunteer 
and indicate your interest on the alumni volunteer 
form.

To obtain the form, contact the Alumni A" airs 
O!  ce at alumni@cortland.edu or (607) 753-2516.
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CORTACA JUG ALUMNI EVENTS PLANNED
In addition to the annual Cortaca Jug Alumni Ticket 
Lottery held in September, the Alumni Association has 
planned multiple events for alumni to gather together to 
cheer on the Red Dragons as they battle Ithaca for the Jug. 

On Nov. 13, alumni have the opportunity to watch 
the 52nd Cortaca Jug game at the Dark Horse Tavern, 
Cortland. The party will include lunch, alumni give-
aways and plenty of red and white spirit. Alumni may 
also opt to attend the Cortaca Jug party in the Lynne 
Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House. The game will be 
projected on an 80-inch screen and the event will include 
lunch and giveaways.

For alumni wishing to participate in the festivities 
closer to home, regional events, a television broadcast 
and radio station play-by-play are planned. For infor-
mation, visit www.cortland.edu/cortaca. 

1970s AND 1980s VARSITY ATHLETES 
TO REUNITE DURING THE CORTACA JUG
The Alumni Association invites varsity athletes who 
graduated from 1970-89 to enjoy the Cortaca Jug game 
together on Nov. 13. A pre-game brunch bu" et will be 
held in the Corey Union Function Room. Attendees will 
have the opportunity to take a shuttle to the Stadium 
Complex to watch the game live or stay in the Function 
Room to enjoy lunch and watch the game on a large 
projection screen. For more information, please visit 
www.cortland.edu/cortaca.

FLORIDA REUNION 2011
East Coast Reunion planned for March 4
Gloria Quadrini ’59 graciously has o" ered to host the East 
Coast Reunion again this year at her home in Jupiter, Fla. 
Cocktails and Italian-style hors d’oeuvres will be served 
at 5 p.m.

Information on this event and how to register will 
be posted at www.cortland.edu/alumni/fl orida, or 
individuals may contact the Alumni A" airs O!  ce at 
(607) 753-2516.

West Coast Reunion set for March 5
Join classmates for golf at a new course located in 
Nokomis, Fla. An 18-hole, four-person scramble tour-
nament will begin at the Calusa Lakes Golf Club at 
11:30 a.m. Not a golfer? Then take the time to enjoy the 
Arts Festival on Venice Avenue or join fellow graduates 
for hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar reception at 5 p.m., 
followed by a bu" et dinner at 6 p.m. 

Information on additional Florida regional 
reunion opportunities will be sent to mailboxes and 
inboxes. To register or for more information, visit 
www.cortland.edu/alumni/fl orida or contact the 
Alumni A" airs O!  ce at (607) 753-2516. 

SUNY CORTLAND PLANS VETERANS REUNION
Please take advantage of your last chance to join us in 
Branson, Mo., for our Veterans Reunion from Nov. 3-7. 
All alumni who are veterans, currently serving, have 
family or other strong connections to any branch of the 
armed forces are welcome to join us. For information on 
the planned events and to register, please contact the 
Alumni A" airs O!  ce or fi ll out the form available 
at www.cortland.edu/alumni/veterans.

RED DRAGONS OFFERED ESCAPE TO LAS VEGAS 
REUNION ON MAR. 13-15
Take a break and escape to Las Vegas for a weekend of 
events hosted by fellow alumni and friends. President Erik 
J. Bitterbaum will be there to greet and update partici-
pants on the latest about their alma mater. Come early 
or stay later to enjoy all Las Vegas has to o" er including 
hiking, golfi ng, the shows, nightlife and more. For more 
information, visit www.cortland.edu/alumni/vegas.

For updates, check the alumni online calendar at 
www2.cortland.edu/alumni/events

October
29-30 Homecoming Weekend, SUNY Cortland

29 C-Club Classic Teams Reunion, Volleyball 
Squads under Coach Joan Sitterly, 
SUNY Cortland

30 42nd Annual C-Club Hall of Fame Induction 
Banquet, Corey Union, SUNY Cortland

30 Performing Arts Alumni Reunion, Dowd Fine 
Arts Center, SUNY Cortland

31 Cortland Chapter Murder Mystery Dinner, 
Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni 
House

November
3-7 Veterans Reunion, Branson, Mo.

4-5 Recreation, Parks and Leisure Studies 
60th Anniversary, SUNY Cortland

13  52nd Cortaca Jug Game, SUNY Cortland 
Stadium Complex

13 1970-1989 Varsity Athlete Reunion, 
SUNY Cortland

13  Cortaca Jug Alumni Party, Dark Horse Tavern, 
Cortland

13 Cortaca Jug Alumni Party, Lynne Parks ’68 
SUNY Cortland Alumni House

December
2 Cortland Chapter Wrapping Party, Lynne 

Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House

February
5 Alumni Association Board Meeting, Lynne 

Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House

March
4 East Coast Florida Reunion, Jupiter, Fla.

5 West Coast Florida Reunion, Calusa Lakes 
Golf Club, Nokomis, Fla.

11-13 Red Dragons Escape to Vegas, Las Vegas, Nev.

12 Syracuse Chapter St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
Mulrooney’s Pub, Armory Square, Syracuse, 
N.Y.

April
2 Dinner and a Musical: “The Drowsy 

Chaperone,” Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland 
Alumni House

June 
11 Alumni Association Annual Meeting, Lynne 

Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House

calendar 
O F  E V E N T S

REGIONAL AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Be sure to receive invitations to future alumni events by updating 
your alumni record at www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate.

BED AND BREAKFAST SPECIAL-EVENT FACILITY
Relax during an overnight stay or host a special event at 
the magnifi cent Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni 
House located in the historic district of downtown 
Cortland. Surrounded by picturesque grounds, the 
15,000-square-foot mansion serves as an impressive bed 
and breakfast as well as an elegant wedding and special 
event facility.

 Five luxurious bedrooms for lodging
 Complimentary continental breakfast
 Wireless Internet and cable TV
 Walking distance to shops and restaurants
 Complimentary YMCA guest passes

SKI SPECIAL
Enjoy a day out on the slopes at one of the many nearby 
ski resorts while lodging in one of the Alumni House’s 
unique bedrooms. Show us a lift ticket from your day in 
the snow and receive a 20 percent discounted rate on 
your lodging for that night.

OPEN HOUSE
The Holiday Open House is set for 1-3 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 12. Visit when the Alumni House is decked for the 
holidays and enjoy some hot chocolate and holiday cookies.

“Where Alumni and Friends Meet”

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR SKI RESORT INFORMATION AND MORE DETAILS
www.cortland.edu/alumnihouse

29 Tompkins St., Cortland, NY 13045-0900 | (607) 753-1561 | alumnihouse@cortland.edu
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Arethusa sisters enjoy a cruise during the fi rst gathering of their reunion. Seated on the left side of the table are: Ann Shelorke Kaye ’74, 
Susan Forget Robinson ’73, Barbara A. Schooley ’72 and Carole Louzan Koroluck ’72. Seated on the right are: Katherine A. Flack ’71, Marcia G. 
Anderson ’73, Carolyn B. Sowdon ’72 and Barbara O’Callaghan Marmion ’74.

Alumni Reunion 2010

The SUNY Cortland Alumni Association hosted 
more than 500 alumni and guests for the 2010 
Alumni Reunion Weekend on July 16-18. 

In addition to celebrating reunion classes 
from 1940 to 2000, the association also welcomed members 
of the Half Century Club, sisters of Arethusa and Sigma Delta 
Phi sororities and Ballroom Dance Team alumni. Alumni sailed 
on boat cruises, met at individual class dinners, enjoyed a 
ballroom dance exhibition, did a tasting tour of Cortland 
restaurants and shared meals at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY 
Cortland Alumni House, among other activities.  

Highlights of the weekend included an unprecedented 
one-third of Sigma Delta Phi sisters returning for their fi rst-
ever reunion. The sorority enjoyed meals at Uncle Louie’s 
Backyard Restaurant, the Alumni House and Corey Union. 
Notably, they celebrated the naming of the Sigma Delta Phi 
fi replace in the Alumni Association Presidents’ Solarium at 
the Alumni House. The fi replace was dedicated in their honor 
after they raised funds the year leading up to their reunion to 
benefi t the Alumni House Preservation Fund. 

Not to be outdone, the Arethusa sisters also returned 
with a large gathering and hosted events at the Hollywood 
Restaurant, Alumni House and Corey Union. Their Saturday 
evening dinner featured a display of memorabilia from their 
time at Cortland, including an original Arethusa spinning 
wheel, sharing of memories and singing of sorority songs. 
The sisters named two garden sections at the Alumni House 
in honor of their sorority. 

The Class of 1960 enjoyed their 50th reunion cele-
bration and provided classmates with many opportunities 
to reconnect. In addition to the luncheon boat cruise, 
they shared a hospitality suite at a local hotel, presented 
an enjoyable program at their golden anniversary dinner at 
the Alumni House and danced Saturday night away at the 
Cortland Country Club. Classmates were outfi tted with 
special Class of 1960 hats at the celebration.

The Alumni Association urges 2010 reunion attendees 
to complete the post-reunion survey located at 
www.cortland.edu/reunion. Many exciting changes are 
planned to make Alumni Reunion 2011 an even better 
weekend. To learn more, read the column by Stacey Goldyn-
Moller, executive director of Alumni A" airs, on page 3.  

Above: Former Alumni Association Board of Directors presidents 
Marjorie Dey Carter ’50 and Thomas J. Muench Jr. ’59 take a moment 
to greet orientation assistants as they were departing to provide 
campus tours on Saturday morning. From the left are: Tara Clancy, 
Edward “Dale” Ano, Marjorie, Tom, Alexis Tansey and Jenna Wright.

Left: Arnold T. Rist ’47, Distinguished Alumnus, C-Club Hall of Fame 
member and Alumni Association board member, plays a tribute to 
the veterans at the All Class Luncheon in Corey Union.

Class of 1960 reunion committee co-chair Merle Hurwitz 
Kalishman ’60 enjoys the Cayuga Lake luncheon cruise with her 
husband, Martin Kalishman.

Marie “Petie” Battermann Whitehill-Mairhuber ’40 and Marion 
“Bonnie” Yates Buckner ’41 were honored in Corey Union among 
the more mature alumni attending reunion. Marie, left, expressed 
gratitude to the Alumni Association for the events of the weekend, 
including a bouquet celebrating her 91st birthday.
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, JULY 15

 Class of 1956 Skaneateles Lake luncheon boat cruise
 Class of 1961 Cayuga Lake luncheon boat cruise
 Eighteen-hole golf tournament
 Reunion Committees Recognition Reception
 Class of 1961 Golden Anniversary Dinner
 Class of 1956 55th Anniversary Dinner

SATURDAY, JULY 16
 Hot breakfast bu" et
 Campus tours
 Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House tours
 Nu Sigma Chi Alumnae Tea
 Alumni Luncheon featuring the presentation of 

distinguished alumni
 Alpha Kappa Phi/Agonian/Tri Sig, Sig Rho meeting
 Cortland Downtown Partnership’s Taste of Downtown 

and Sidewalk Festival 
 All-Greek Reception sponsored by the Nu Sigma Chi 

Legacy Fund
 Ago/Tri Sig/Sig Rho sorority dinner
 Lambda Phi Delta fraternity dinner
 Individual class dinners at on-campus and Cortland city 

locations
 “Decades Parties” for the graduates of the 70s and 80s
 Concert held in conjunction with the Cortland 

Downtown Partnership

SUNDAY, JULY 17
 All Class Farewell Breakfast
 Ago/Tri Sig/Sig Rho Farewell Breakfast

AND MUCH MORE!

ALUMNI ASKED TO SERVE ON CLASS COMMITTEES
Graduates who are interested in serving on their class 
committees are asked to contact the Alumni A" airs O!  ce 
at (607) 753-2516 or by e-mail at alumni@cortland.edu. 

Committee membership requires only a small time 
commitment and a willingness to reach out and contact 
classmates and friends about reunion weekend and reunion 
class gifts. 

SELECT GREEK ALUMNI TO REUNITE
The Alumni A" airs O!  ce is hosting both Alpha Kappa Phi/
Agonian/Tri Sig/Sig Rho sorority alumnae and Lambda Phi 
Delta fraternity alumni for Reunion. Alumni of these groups are 
encouraged to update their records by visiting www.cortland.
edu/alumniupdate. Please be sure to indicate the group with 
which you are a!  liated. If you are willing to serve on the 
fraternity or soroity reunion committee, please contact the 
Alumni A" airs o!  ce at (607) 753-2516 or alumni@cortland.edu.

Alumni in reunion classes will receive a registration packet in May. Reservations are required. Anyone wishing to attend 
is welcome. If you are not a member of a 2011 reunion class or featured group (see above), please call the Alumni A" airs 
O!  ce at (607) 753-2516 to request a registration packet. Requests also may be sent by fax to (607) 753-5789 or by e-mail 
to alumni@cortland.edu. Up-to-date reunion information may be found by visiting www.cortland.edu/reunion.

SUNY CORTLAND ALUMNI
2011

Events planned for July 15-17
Reunion Year Classes include: the Half Century Club (1961 and earlier), 1946, 1951, 1956, 1961, 1966, 1971, 
1976, 1981 and 1986. Classmates celebrating reunion are urged to update their alumni records to be 
assured they will receive all reunion communications by visiting www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate. 
The class committees will be contacting classmates and encouraging them to attend. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact the Alumni A" airs O!  ce at (607) 753-2516 or at 
alumni@cortland.edu. Hotel information and additional reunion information can be found at 
www.cortland.edu/reunion.

Founding sisters pose after cutting the ribbon during the Sigma Delta Phi Fireplace Naming Ceremony at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland 
Alumni House. They are, from the left: Ann Sage Zwald ’58, Kay Batty Holb ’58, Alice Chait Olick ’57, Caroline Nardone Hubert ’59 and 
Colleen Browne Gibbons ’59.

Professional dancers Jamie Hurtado, left, and Patricia Applegate ’93, 
right, hug Bess Koval, professor emerita of physical education, 
following the duo’s ballroom dance exhibition in Park Center.

Arethusa sisters Maryann Tolpa Young ’63 and Barbara “Bobbie” 
Kilian Bernstein ’60 share a laugh with Marilyn Kellam Tannenhaus ’48 
at reunion registration in Corey Union. Bobbie is wearing an original 
blue tunic from her days in physical education at Cortland.
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report, A Nation Deceived: How Schools 
Hold Back America’s Brightest Students, that 
fi nally got the public’s attention.

Time magazine interviewed Colangelo 
about the report in a Sept. 27, 2004, article 
titled “Saving the Smart Kids,” which was 
followed by a fl ood of media interest that 
placed a subject originally geared for the 
education community before the inquisitive 
and concerned masses. 

“A Nation Deceived has been by far our 
most infl uential publication,” Colangelo said, 
acknowledging that Educational News.org 
presented him with a 2005 Upton Sinclair 
Award, reserved for the “Top Ten Infl u-
ential Educators” of the year, in honor of the 
report’s impact. 

“We planned to print 5,000 booklets, and 
ended up printing 50,000,” Colangelo said. 
“The report is free.”

The John Templeton Foundation 
supported the publication expense. The 
report is also available at no cost on the 
Belin-Blank Center’s website. Colangelo 
says several hundred thousand readers have 
downloaded the electronic report and 3.4 
million have visited the site for more infor-
mation. A Nation Deceived is available in nine 
languages, with Hindi and Korean translations 
due out soon. 

“There is a lot of interest around the 
world,” he said.

“A Nation Deceived was an accumu-
lation of a number of Belin-Blank Center 
people collaborating and collecting research,” 

Colangelo said. One co-author, Assouline, is 
associate director at the Belin-Blank Center 
and serves on the faculty at University of 
Iowa, while the other, Gross, is a faculty 
member at the University of New South 
Wales in Australia. 

“Acceleration was always a topic that 
was relegated to the back burner,” Colangelo 
said. “You earn your right to be heard and 
we’ve been researching this for a long time. 
The timing was right. Many researchers were 
advocating for acceleration and the Belin-
Blank Center was in a position to be heard.”

Colangelo has directed the Belin-Blank 
Center, part of the university’s College of 
Education, since 1988. He has served the 
university since he joined its Division of 
Counselor Education in 1977, fresh out of the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison. There, 
he was project coordinator in the Research 
and Guidance Laboratory. Each semester he 
teaches two courses — Advanced Counseling 
and Psychotherapy, and Advanced Group 
Psychotherapy — to doctoral students.

Soon after he arrived on campus, 
Colangelo met the people who would turn 
his fi le box of dreams into a six-story, interna-
tional education center teeming with eager 
minds even in the summertime. 

“The Blank Honors Center started as a 
cardboard box and now it’s a 57,000-square-
foot building,” created by numerous generous 
donations, said Colangelo, who moved into 
the new building in 2004.

“Informally it got started in 1978. I 
had just graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison and had several publi-
cations on the gifted when I got this phone 
call from the Belins and the Blanks. At the 
time, there was virtually nothing happening 
in the area of gifted and talented. “They said 
they wanted to do something about gifted 
education in Iowa. 

“They said, ‘We’ve heard of you and 
we’d like to meet you.’ David Belin was the 
prominent authority on the assassination 
of John F. Kennedy. He was the attorney for 
the Warren Commission. And if you go to 
Des Moines, you will see that Myron and 
Jacqueline Blank were tremendous philan-
thropists in the area. Unfortunately, the 
Belins and Blanks have all passed away.”

Over a thrifty lunch of tuna fi sh sand-
wiches, Colangelo mapped out his vision 
for the Belin-Blank Center. The benefactors 
bought into his concept but told him the 
project would have to start small and prove 
itself. Colangelo then proposed that they 
should initially support teachers who have 
the “‘attitude and openness to give to kids. 

Because they’ll do overt and subtle things 
that have a positive e" ect on the children.’” 

So in 1980, Colangelo and his colleagues 
launched a program for a group of 17 teachers.

“These educators were willing to come 
to the university in the summer and stop 
business as usual and really learn about gifted 
education,” he said. “This was a radical thing 
for teachers to do in those days. It went very 
well, and we decided to do a ‘Year Two,’ then 
‘Year Three,’ and so on.”

In 1988, the Blanks gave a gift of $1 million 
and the o!  cial center was established with 
the Iowa Board of Regents.  

“It took a decade to go from sandwich to 
center,” he said. “We are close to our o!  cial 
25th anniversary in 2013. It’s been a great story 
of growth and people believing in the center.”

In mid-July, Colangelo led a visitor on 
a building tour that featured a swarm of 
teenage boys and girls busily placing artwork 
on lobby walls, part of the center’s new Arts 
Scholastic program, in collaboration with a 
New York City initiative. After introducing 
the visitor to some of his 43 fellow sta"  
members, research assistants and graduate 
students, he opened a door into one seminar 
room where a teacher facilitated a lively 
discussion about creative writing among a 
dozen young men and women of high 
ability. A small conference room elsewhere 
in the center contained the inaugural group 
of 17 quiet but inquisitive early acceptance 
students from China, refl ecting the center’s 
rapidly growing international outreach. 

Throughout the year, approximately 
2,000 visitors, a combination of regional and 
international students, participate in one-day 
programs, weeklong residency programs and 
talent searches.

Colangelo’s career path includes many 
accolades. In 2003, the American Psychological 

GENIUS
continued from page 1

Colangelo ’70, standing, interacts with two accelerated Iowa teenagers who are taking part in a Belin-
Blank Center summer creative writing seminar.

continued on page 9

Colangelo greets a visitor in his o!  ce at the University of Iowa’s Connie Belin and Jacqueline N. Bland 
International Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development (Belin-Bland Center).

“These educators were willing 

to come to the university in the 

summer and stop business as 

usual and really learn about gifted 

education. This was a radical thing 

for teachers to do in those days.”
— Nicholas Colangelo ’70
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BY WENDY BROOKS Contributing Editor

A t fi rst glance, Jieun Kim’s oil 
painting appears to be moving 
across the canvas, waving 
fi elds of crops and waterways 

beneath an awakening city. A closer looks 
reveals simple geometric shapes that repeat 
to illustrate a strong sense of repetition and 
movement.

“Taking the simplest motif and layering it 
for maximum diversity is similar to how we 
build a city,” explains Kim, a third year student 
in SUNY Cortland’s Bachelor of Fine Arts 
(B.F.A.) program. “Although one single archi-
tectural element can be produced as planned, 
the development of a city allows more free 
space for intuition and interaction to its 
neighboring environment. That’s why I’m 
drawn to visually explore the theme of urban 
city, bringing seemingly di" erent aesthetics 
into one composition.”

Kim studied interior design at Cornell 
University before transferring to SUNY 
Cortland to study fi ne art. She is one of three 
art and art history students whose work 
was recently recognized by the SUNY Art 
Student Exhibition Series. Her oil painting 
was one of more than 200 pieces chosen 
for the series, which drew from submissions 
across the 64-campus State University of 
New York system. Her painting also earned 
an honorable mention and monetary prize of 
$500 at the SUNY exhibition. 

A sculpture created by Tara Evans, a B.F.A. 
student, was selected for the “Best of SUNY” 
art exhibition and is on display through 
September in the SUNY Administration 
Building in Albany. Evans’ award includes a 
$1,000 cash prize. 

Alumna Ti" any Ward Hensen ’10, was 
selected for the 2009 exhibition with her 
new media work.

In 2002, SUNY began an exhibition 
program to feature the best student artists 
from all the participating SUNY colleges. 

“SUNY Cortland only recently became 
involved in the SUNY Student Exhibition 
Series,” said Assistant Professor of Fibers Jenn 
McNamara, chair of the B.F.A. committee. 
“Our involvement is paying o"  with the 
recent recognition of three of our students.”

In 2007, SUNY Cortland created a B.F.A. 
major for students interested in pursuing 
professional art careers or continuing their 
area of focus with graduate study. The 
College now has 80 students enrolled as 
art majors, nine of them are B.F.A. students. 
SUNY Cortland is one of 13 SUNY campuses 
with a B.F.A. program. The degree o" ers 
specializations in painting, sculpture, 
ceramics, print media, fi bers and new media 
design. 

“We are very proud of the unique attri-
butes of our program,” said McNamara. “We 
are one of only two programs that o" ers 
a fi bers specialization, and are the only 
program with that specialization geared 
specifi cally to fi ne art applications.

“We have a wonderful study abroad 
opportunity developed by Professor 
Jeremiah Donovan that takes place in the 
summer in China. The new media program 
has multiple opportunities for internships 
thanks to Assistant Professor Martine 
Barnaby. Overall, we are a small department 
dedicated to giving our students personal 
attention and education that they could not 
necessarily receive from a larger institution.”

Studying human and environmental rela-
tionships in the design fi eld, Kim chose the fi ne 
arts program to allow her to explore the devel-
opment of today’s cities in relation to nature 
using a medium that o" ers more freedom.

“Through my fi ne art classes at SUNY 
Cortland, I am learning to visually represent 

the constantly changing relationship between 
nature and human cultures,” said Kim. 

“This interest in the human-built envi-
ronment and nature has been my main study 
and will be further investigated during the 
one-year thesis program using a non-tradi-
tional material, casting resin,” said Kim. “I’m 
very happy with the B.F.A. program for the 
intense scholarly discussions I have with our 
professors and its openness to any kinds 
of exploration in fi ne art. The twice-a-year 
critiques with all faculty members helped me 
to build public oral presentation skills which 
are critical when students go out to the art 
world after graduation.” 

BFA students shine

Jieun Kim’s abstract and semi-abstract paintings 
illustrate a strong sense of repetition and movement, 
while visually exploring the theme of urban city. In 
this painting, which was recognized in the SUNY 
Art Student Exhibition Series, she has produced a 
city look that interacts with pre-existing nature. At 
SUNY Cortland she is combining her background in 
architecture with fi ne art and abstract art to produce 
such recognized work.

Society selected him to present its Ester 
Katz Rosen Distinguished Lecture on Gifted 
Children and Adolescence. Iowa Governor 
Tom Vilsack appointed him to the Iowa Learns 
Council for 2003-04. He served as president of 
the Iowa Academy of Education from 2005-06. 
The National Association for Gifted Children 
(NAGC) presented him with its Distinguished 
Scholar Award in 1991 and appointed him as 
association editor for 2007-10. 

He served 12 years on an international 
gifted advisory board of the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong and was named an 
honorary member of the Spanish Society 
for the Study of Giftedness at the Univer-
sidad de Navarra, Pamplona, Spain. Among 
his many kudos from the University of Iowa, 
Colangelo received the Michael J. Brody 
Award for Faculty Excellence in Service 
in 2008. The University of Wisconsin at 
Madison acknowledged him in 1995 for his 
achievement as an alumnus, having inducted 
him as a student into its chapter of the Phi 
Kappa Phi inter disciplinary honor society.

In 2009, Colangelo chaired a task force 
to develop guidelines for developing an 
academic acceleration policy for the Belin-
Blank Center’s Institute for Research and Policy 
on Acceleration, the National Association for 

Gifted Children (NAGC), and the Council of 
State Directors of Programs for the Gifted.

The attention and success has come as 
a surprise to Colangelo, who arrived from 
Madison, Wis., with innovative ideas about 
dealing with high academic achievers.

“I got a temporary, non-tenure track 
appointment at University of Iowa,” said 
Colangelo, an Eastchester, N.Y., native. “I 

thought, ‘OK, I can do nine months here, 
then probably go back to the East Coast.’ 
Well, 33 years later, I’m still here. But it’s a 
terrifi c place. People are thoughtful and the 
university is vibrant. It took awhile to adjust 
and my students would ask me, ‘Could you 
please slow down?’” said Colangelo about his 
still noticeable but soft downstate accent and 
more rapid speaking pace. Colangelo cultivates 
his native New Yorker and Italian heritage by 
having both an indoor and outdoor bocce ball 
court on the 30-acre farm where he lives with 
his wife, Kay. He married Kay after working 
alongside her at University of Wisconsin at 
Madison and they recently celebrated 32 
years of marriage. Kay is a therapist in private 
practice. They have a grown son, Joe, who is 
an assistant town manager in Middlebury, Vt.

“But I must say, Iowa is one of the best-
kept secrets in terms of what East Coast 
people know. It’s not just the place, it’s 
honestly a good way of life. This university 
has been a top-notch place to work. I had 
never been to the Midwest before graduate 
school. When I was at Cortland, I thought life 
ended after Bu" alo.”

Colangelo’s own story builds upon his 
Cortland experience. Although he has not 
returned to the campus, he has kept in touch 
with Professor Emeritus of History Ashley 
(“Ash”) Ellefson.

“He has had a profound e" ect on me to 
this day,” Colangelo said. “He was a person 

who had very high standards. He would 
come to class tremendously prepared. He 
taught me how to write and think clearly, 
which I realized is not just a skill, it’s an act 
of courage, because you are probably going 
to upset a lot of people. When you’re clear 
on issues, especially political or social ones, 
there’s no wiggle room.”

He has modeled his life after his former 
mentor in other ways.

“I always think to myself, ‘Am I preparing 
well?’ because I want my students to know I 
respect them by putting time and e" ort into 
the class,” Colangelo said. “I push them to do 
their best work. Ash Ellefson did that for me.”

Colangelo noted that Cortland in his 
day was not elite at the admissions level yet 
o" ered what might be compared to an Ivy 
League education in terms of stimulating 
interactions with his teachers.

“When you think about your under-
graduate college, it is a privilege to walk away 
and say, ‘I have been profoundly a" ected,’” 
Colangelo said. “‘I will never be the same, I 
cannot be the same.’ And Cortland was that 
for me.”

GENIUS
continued from page 8

“Professor Emeritus of History 

Ashley (“Ash”) Ellefson [...] taught 

me how to write and think 

clearly, which I realized is not 

just a skill, it’s an act of courage, 

because you are probably going 

to upset a lot of people. When 

you’re clear on issues, especially 

political or social ones, there’s 

no wiggle room.”
— Nicholas Colangelo ’70
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SUNY Cortland’s Physical 
Education Department recently 
was awarded a $6,000 Quality 
of Life/Actively Achieving grant 

from the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foun-
dation to support a model program aimed 
at helping children born with a spinal devel-
opmental defect to realize their full physical 
potential.

Infants born with spina bifi da, a neural 
tube birth defect that often requires 
intensive medical intervention, often develop 
motor skills at a slower rate than their non-
disabled peers. Parents are often warned 
against encouraging physical activity as their 
child grows and health stabilizes. 

“Traditionally, medical doctors tend not 
to recommend physical activities for some 
children with physical disabilities,” said Luis 
Columna, an assistant professor of physical 
education at the College and author of the 
successful grant application.

As a result, most youth with spina bifi da 
lose out on a typical childhood of swimming 
pools, sandboxes, playgrounds and ball fi elds.

For the last four years, three SUNY 
Cortland Physical Education Department 
faculty members have collaborated with 
SUNY Upstate Medical University medical 
faculty to create a model program titled “Fit 
Families Group Visits: Physical Activity and 
Medical Services for Children with Spina 
Bifi da and their Families.” Columna subse-
quently developed a grant to address the 
cultural needs of Hispanic children and their 
families with spina bifi da.

“Now the doctors are recommending 
physical education for everybody, for all their 
patients,” Columna said.

The researchers in the special clinic work 
with small cohorts of children — as well as 
their families, medical providers and profes-
sional consultants — to realize the natural 

inclination of youngsters to move freely, 
frolic and play games with other tots.

Associate Professors Timothy Davis, John 
Foley and Columna, all of whom specialize 
in adapted physical education, have worked 
closely with two pediatricians who are 
faculty at SUNY Upstate Medical University, 
Associate Professor and Spina Bifi da Medical 
Center Director Nienke Dosa and Professor 
Gregory Liptak, and SUNY Cortland students 
to enrich a holistic model of inclusion for 
children with disabilities in adapted physical 
education.

“What we provide is not a traditional 
model,” said Columna, who obtained the 
grant on behalf of the research team. 
“Instead of the parents going to the o!  ce 
of the doctors, the families meet in just one 
place, at Upstate Medical University. Ten or 15 
families at one time meet with doctors, social 
workers, physical therapists and physical 
educators.

“We also are involved in providing 
physical education to the kids,” he said. 
“Most of the activities are led by graduate or 
undergraduate students who are involved as 
part of a service learning experience through 
di" erent adapted physical education courses. 
Every month we have a di" erent activity 
theme for the children. At the end of the 
month, we teach the activity to the parents 
so that, winter or summer, the adults know 
how they can play with their kids, and they 
know what their child can do.”

Columna said the grant will underwrite 
the cost to create an English-language DVD 
that can be shared with other spina bifi da 
clinics. It also will o" set the expense for 
the researchers to share their fi ndings more 
widely at an international conference.

“We decided to apply for this grant so 
we could promote our program to other 
spina bifi da centers,” said Columna.

The goal is to recruit about one-third 
Latino children for the program.

“This will not only help a group 
often overlooked but will assist us in the 
production of a Spanish-language DVD,” 
Columna said.

The Quality of Life/Actively Achieving 
grant is funded through a cooperative 
agreement with the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Created by the late Dana Reeve in 1999, 
the Reeve Foundation’s Quality of Life Grants 
are awarded twice a year to nonprofi t orga-
nizations that provide services and programs 
to individuals living with paralysis. Columna’s 
project was among 75 nonprofi t organiza-
tions in the U.S. and Canada to receive a total 
of $520,000 to improve opportunities, access 
and day-to-day quality of life for families and 
individuals living with disabilities under this 
round of Reeve Foundation grants. Nearly 
1,600 grants totaling almost $13 million have 
been awarded to organizations since the 
program’s inception. 

“The Quality of Life program that Dana 
Reeve created 11 years ago is based on 
freedom,” said Peter T. Wilderotter, pres-
ident and CEO of the Christopher & Dana 
Reeve Foundation. “We are happy to be able 
to support SUNY Cortland to create more 
independence, increase opportunities, and 
provide support for those living with paralysis 
along with their families and caregivers.”

The children with spina bifi da and their 
families participate in educational activities, 

medical services and social programming 
at Upstate Medical University, Columna 
noted. Services are designed to improve the 
emotional, social and physical well being of 
the participants.

“We know the basic characteristics of the 
disability we are working with,” he said. “But 
each child is unique. Not all kids are able to 
do what other children can do. So we do an 
informal assessment to see what they can or 
cannot do. And from that we may modify 
their activity. This is not a ‘one size will fi t 
everybody’ approach. We need to be open-
minded that you are going to have 10 kids of 
about the same age at di" erent ability levels; 
the time of moral, social and physical devel-
opment is all going to be di" erent.”

The model program provides families 
with educational seminars for parents on 
topics that improve awareness, advocacy 
and access to community services; inclusive 
games and modifi ed sports for children 
and siblings; individual consultations with 
medical and physical activity professionals; 
and opportunities for social networking for 
families participating in the program.

Columna tells a story of how a parental 
seminar helped one parent begin to address 
problems and inequities in her child’s educa-
tional experience.

“I was once telling the group of parents 
how they had the right to physical education 
for their children,” Columna said. “So the 
next day, one parent sent me an e-mail that 
she went ahead and contacted the director 
of physical education at her child’s school to 
fi nd out the qualifi cations of the P.E. teacher. 
Everything we told her she went ahead and 
did, literally the next day. We never had that 
happen before. We empowered them.”

Enabling 
children
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Matthew, left, a child whose health issues make exercise a challenge, 
practices his swimming stroke with “coach” Luis Columna, a member 
of SUNY Cortland’s Physical Education Department faculty, as part 
of a pilot exercise program at SUNY Upstate Medical University’s 
Institute for Human Performance. 

“Traditionally, medical doctors 

tend not to recommend physical 

activities for some children with 

physical disabilities.”
— Luis Columna
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SUNY Cortland o!  cially dedicated 
two facilities within its Child Care 
Center during ceremonies held 
onsite Sept. 24 on a cloud-free, 

record-breaking 90-degree afternoon.
The naming of the Patricia A. Clark 

Atrium honors the wife of President Emeritus 
James A. Clark and the catalyst for the 
creation of the Child Care Center on campus 
in the 1990s. The posthumous naming of 
the Ruth Hart Blanchard ’23 Gross Motor 
Skills Room is a lasting tribute to the Class 
of 1923 president and an advocate for early 
childhood education in Central New York for 
a half-century.

SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum, 
who presided over the event, told the 
families, friends and colleagues gathered 
that the spectacular Child Care Center was 
home to a facility planned and built “to a 
standard unseen in the state of New York” as 
a place “where everyday would be a journey 
of discovery.” He praised the many contribu-
tions of both namesakes being honored.

Other speakers included:  Johanna 
Sweeney Hartnett ’76, the director of the 
Child Care Center; Brian Murphy ’83, chair 
of the Cortland College Foundation; and 
Bruce Tytler M ’88, a member of the SUNY 
Cortland College Council. Patricia A. Clark 
and Paul Blanchard, who is Ruth’s son, shared 
their remarks. 

Ruth Hart Blanchard ’23
As the Cortland Class of 1923 president, the 
late Ruth Hart Blanchard ’23 earned a place 
in the College’s history as the fi rst student to 
receive a diploma in the newly opened Old 
Main building. What she did with her degree, 
though, earned her a place in the hearts and 
minds of two generations of Central New 
York pre-school children. 

“I was always interested in young children 
and families,” said Blanchard a few years 
before her death in 2001. “You’ve got to have 
a love for children. You’ve got to be interested 
in their development. You hope you can serve 
the whole child and that includes family. Espe-
cially as young children enter school, the work 
you do with families is so important.” 

She began her impressive 49-year 
teaching career at Cortland’s Schermerhorn 

Street School before joining the Ithaca 
School District. During the Depression, she 
worked for the Emergency School Program, 
operated by Cornell University and created 
as part of the Federal Emergency Relief 
Administration. From the early 1940s until her 
retirement in 1972, Blanchard directed the 
Henry St. John Nursery School, Head Start 
and was a supervisor of pre-kindergarten. 

She began the fi rst Head Start program in 
Tompkins County. 

Part of the continuum of Cortland 
teaching excellence, Blanchard learned her 
lessons from tough but gifted teachers such 
as Minnie Alger and Ella VanHoesen, whose 
legendary names are now forever linked to 
campus facilities. 

Blanchard’s career personifi es the highest 
ideals of a Cortland education. She provides 
a link between the Cortland Normal School 
pioneers, who were her instructors, and the 
elementary education majors of today, for 
whom she created a scholarship in 2000, 
along with the students and young children 
who will use the Blanchard Motor Skills Lab in 
the Child Care Center for decades to come. 

Patricia A. Clark
The fi rst lady of SUNY Cortland from 1979-
1993, Patricia A. Clark was an active and 
engaging fi gure both on the campus and in 
the community. The former Orono, Maine, 
mayor shared her passion for an educated 
local electorate and desire to help families in 
Cortland, where her leadership strengthened 
town-gown relations. 

Throughout the 1980s and early 1990s, 
she was a catalyst for the creation of the 
much-needed SUNY Cortland Child Care 
Center. Through her relentless dedication 
and commitment, Clark helped to locate a 
campus site for the center. In recognition of 
her leadership and her longtime service on 
the Child Care Center Board of Directors, the 
organization named the Child Care Center 
playground in her honor on April 28, 1997. The 

Patricia A. Clark Playground was in use until 
Fall 2009, when the center moved into the 
Education Building. 

In 1994, she received the College-
Community Appreciation Award from the 
College Council for her many contributions 
to the campus community, including her 
pivotal e" orts with the Child Care Center as 
well as her work on the Nu Sigma Chi Board 
of Directors. Her hands-on approach helped 
the sorority regain its sound fi nancial base 
and improve the sorority house’s physical 
appearance. 

Clark was active with the United Way 
for Cortland County and project chair for 
its highly acclaimed Community Needs 
Assessment Study, the League of Women 
Voters and the American Association of 
University Women. 

She and her husband reside in the 
Cortland area. 

During the dedication ceremonies on Sept. 24 outside the SUNY Cortland Child Care Center entrance, President Erik J. Bitterbaum acknowledges the many 
contributions of Patricia A. Clark.

Paul Blanchard, son of the late Ruth Hart Blanchard ’23, accepts gifts from two Child Care Center 
children, with Bitterbaum and Child Care Center Director Johanna Hartnett looking on.

Child Care Center Honors Clark, Blanchard

“You’ve got to have a 

love for children. You’ve 

got to be interested in their 

development. You hope 

you can serve the whole child 

and that includes family.”
— Ruth Hart Blanchard ’23
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For women in India, the wedding 
day often increases the risk from 
AIDS, according to SUNY Cortland 
health education faculty member 

Jena Curtis.
“The face of AIDS in India is too often 

that of a young widow in her late 20s or 30s,” 
said Curtis, an associate professor of health 
who joined the College in 2005. 

About 2.27 million people in this country 
of 1 billion live with the disease, according to 
her. In some areas of India, almost 1 percent 
of the population is HIV positive. Only two 
countries, South Africa and Nigeria, have a 
greater number of citizens living with HIV/
AIDS. In India, as in Africa, more than 80 
percent of the infections come from hetero-
sexual intercourse. Most Indian women with 
HIV were infected by their husbands. 

“So unlike the U.S., where we say, ‘Wait 
until you’re married and you will be safe,’ in 
India, women incur all this risk once they’re 
married,” Curtis said.

The Indian government has focused its 
strongest intervention e" orts on prostitutes 
and people who use intravenous drugs. 

“AIDS education for the general public 
has not been the priority,” Curtis said.

Helping to train educators to deliver 
AIDS prevention messages is Curtis’ 
specialty. A native of Cooperstown, N.Y., she 
completed dissertation research at Teacher’s 
College Columbia University on using online 
learning to teach pre- and in-service AIDS 
educators.

Curtis traveled to India on Aug. 1 to 
spend four weeks developing an AIDS 
prevention curriculum in collaboration with 
educators at the Kodaikanal International 
School. Located in the mountains of Tamul 
Nadu in the southern tip of India, Kodaikanal 
International School was established in 1901 
and is the oldest co-educational school in all 
of India. She returned to the U.S. on Aug. 26.

Curtis will help create a compre-
hensive HIV/AIDS education and prevention 
curriculum for students from preschool to 
grade 12. She will work to prepare India’s 
teachers to start giving the youth of this 
country the knowledge they need to protect 
themselves and each other from the rapidly 
spreading, deadly worldwide epidemic.

“If we’re not educating people in school, 
then we can’t expect that people will be able 
to protect themselves.”

SUNY Cortland’s Research and Spon-
sored Programs O!  ce recently awarded her 
$2,000 to o" set her travel expenses. Her trip 
is also made possible by a grant to support 
her research work toward tenure at Cortland 
and an o" er from the Kodaikanal Interna-
tional School to house and feed her during 
her stay in India.

In April 2008, Curtis was a keynote 
speaker at the Association of International 
Schools of India (TAISI) annual Teachers’ 
and Middle Management Conference 
in Bangalore, India. She spent a week 
doing workshops for teachers on how to 
incorporate AIDS prevention across the 
curriculum. Many of India’s schools don’t 
have health teachers, so she worked with 
teachers of biology and other sciences to 
fi nd out how they might incorporate infor-
mation about preventing the disease in other 
course subjects.

“They asked me to come back. So I’m 
going back to work with the school to 
develop a program school-wide.”

The incorporation of HIV/AIDS curricula 
into public school classrooms is even more 
controversial in India than in the United 
States, Curtis asserts. Several state govern-
ments forbid sex education and individual 
teachers are reluctant to ask principals for 
permission to teach the subject.

“Because health education programs 
don’t typically exist in India’s classrooms, 
the average Indian student who gets into 
high school — which is only one in six of all 
students — will receive less than 20 hours 
of health education in his entire high school 
career,” Curtis said.

“In India there are media campaigns 
about condoms, but because the basic 
education isn’t there, it’s hard to have 
e" ective prevention messages,” she said.

Misinformation prevails, Curtis said. A 
research report published several years ago 
found that in rural villages Indian women 
refuse to use condoms to prevent AIDS 
because they think the latex receptacle 
will fl oat around inside their bodies until it 
reaches their throats and chokes them to 
death.

“These women didn’t have a sense of 
their own reproductive anatomy and didn’t 
know that the reproductive system is closed 
and the condom couldn’t wander to their 
throats,” Curtis observed. “So it doesn’t work 
to say, ‘Wear a condom,’ if people don’t 
know that condoms are safe and can’t get 
lost in the rest of their body.”

Curtis will collaborate with teachers 
from the school to craft the delivery of AIDS 
education in a way that may resonate with 
students in southern India.

“This is the heart of health education,” 
said Curtis. “It’s working with indigenous 
people to identify what it is they need, what 
their cultural beliefs are, and then creating a 
health program that addresses their health 
needs while respecting their beliefs.”

One concern was that Indian teachers 
don’t necessarily know a lot about HIV and 
AIDS. 

“The fi rst week or so is going to be spent 
doing outreach with the teachers about how 
we might teach this,” Curtis said. “What are 
the issues? What are the problems? What are 
the cultural considerations? Then I’ll form a 
project team of teachers and sta"  who will 
work with me to help me fi gure out culturally 
appropriate ways to introduce this subject 
into Indian culture.

“In health, as in fashion, we’ve learned 
very quickly that one size does not fi t all,” 
Curtis said. “Instead of coming in and saying, 
‘I know how to fi x things,’ I’m telling the 
people I work with that, ‘I have expertise on 

how to develop AIDS education but I really 
don’t know anything about life in Kodaikanal. 
I need you to teach me that.’ That’s how we 
do most things in health.”

She always asks educators to think about 
their own unique backgrounds and what 
their communities think about family. The 
answer is always the same: “We believe that 
family is the most important thing, and the 
parents’ job is to keep their children safe 
and love them and help them grow up to be 
strong and healthy.”

“Everyone, everywhere believes that,” 
Curtis said. “We think about what sort of 
stories and background there are to those 
feelings and then incorporate those into the 
curriculum. Is it a father’s job to protect his 
daughter? Is it a mother’s job to protect her 
daughter? And how do those things look?”

If you learn enough about the culture, 
you can then make lessons that mirror the 
values of the community and the way that 
those values are expressed, Curtis says. Then 
you have health education programs that 
people understand and respect. 

Once the project has been developed, 
Kodaikanal’s excellent faculty and sta"  are 
tasked with sustaining the model, fulfi lling a 
charter principal of the school that curriculum 
developed there will be exported. Curtis’ plan 
is to publish results of the project and follow 
up with teachers after her return to the U.S. 
to ensure the curriculum is fully implemented.

She is already planning her next trip back 
to India to expand the project. 

“We could move to Delhi, Calcutta or 
Mumbai and pick another school in another 
region of India. The regions are very di" erent 
so instead of creating one program for all of 
India, we are creating one for each region. 
I would love to bring one of my under-
graduate health education students back 
with me to India next summer.”

Jena Curtis plays hand-games with village children in India during her visit to the country to prepare 
schoolteachers in AIDS prevention education.
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The SUNY Cortland Alumni Association 
honored Edward Olivari ’49 and John 
Reardon ’50 as Alumni Volunteers of the 
Year during a July 17 ceremony in the Corey 
Union Function Room. The event was part 
of the 2010 Alumni Reunion Weekend 
luncheon. Brief bios of each honoree follow.

Edward H. Olivari ’49
Long before the New 
York Jets came to 
the SUNY Cortland 
campus, the New 
York Giants enjoyed a 
steady presence with 
the SUNY Cortland 
Alumni Association 
through the e" orts of 

their goodwill ambassador, Ed Olivari ’49. 
A physical education major at SUNY 

Cortland, Olivari worked in the White 
Plains Public Schools for 32 years until his 
retirement in 1982. During the last 14 years of 
that period, he also worked part-time for the 
New York Giants. Then he went to work on 
a full-time basis in the Giants Public Relations 
O!  ce from 1983-96.

Always a loyal and proud Cortland 
alumnus, Olivari arranged for the alumni 
association to annually receive 250-300 
tickets to the Giants-Jets pre-season game 
in the Meadowlands. Over its six-year run 
in the late 1980s and early 1990s, the alumni 
event was a perennial sellout and with its 
grand tailgate before the contest became 
one of the most popular of the association-
sponsored functions. 

Olivari used his close relationship to the 
NFL team to secure autographed footballs 
and other Giants’ memorabilia that were 
ra#  ed and raised thousands of dollars for a 
variety of SUNY Cortland alumni functions.

One of the many benefi ciaries of Olivari’s 
generosity has been the Post-World War II 
Classes Reunion. An Army veteran, he has 
been an active participant and supporter of 
the annual event since its inception in the 
1990s. The funds he helped to raise put the 
beloved reunions on secure fi nancial footing. 

Leading up to 2009, Olivari directed 
his enthusiasm and creativity towards the 
60th reunion of the Class of 1949. As event 
co-chair, he personally contacted his class-
mates many times to urge their attendance 
at the 2009 Reunion Weekend. His indefati-
gable e" orts led to an impressive 45 percent 
showing by the Class of 1949 members. 
Olivari created a photo calendar featuring 
the Class of 1949 that was distributed free of 
charge to all the attendees, at the same time 
he supplied college caps, blinking pins and 
other collectors’ items.

In nominating Olivari, his classmate, Rose-
Marie Kleinspehn ’49, cited “Ed’s faithfulness, 
enthusiasm and unselfi sh hard work on behalf 
of the College” as traits worthy of the award.

A member of Delta Kappa while a 
Cortland undergraduate, Olivari earned a 
master’s degree from Columbia University 
Teachers College and his director’s certifi -
cation from New York University. He and his 
wife, Carmela, reside in Cortlandt Manor, N.Y. 
They have three children, Ed ’76, Nancy ’79 
and Carol. 

In retirement, he still helps scout college 
players for the Giants, many of whom have 
been drafted by the organization.

John Reardon ’50
SUNY Cortland alumni 
have always been in 
good hands with John 
Reardon. An accom-
plished cartoonist, he 
has drawn and then 
donated thousands of 
images over the past 
half century that have 

celebrated the people and personalities near 
and dear to his alma mater.  

Reardon’s clever illustrations have graced 
Cortland sports and banquet programs and 
have been presented as gifts to C-Club Hall of 
Fame inductees. Legendary Cortland Coach 
Carl “Chugger” Davis was a Reardon favorite. 
Reardon’s art, depicting Davis’ colorful idiosyn-
crasies, is part of the Davis Building collection 
at the SUNY Cortland Stadium Complex. 

For years, the conference room Bessie L. 
Park 1901 Center conference room, now the 
Hall of Fame Room, featured a collection 
of Reardon’s three-dimension paper reliefs 
depicting athletes in action in every spot the 
College o" ered at the time.

At the fi rst-ever Post-World War II 
Reunion in Myrtle Beach, S.C., in the 1990s, 
Reardon surprised each of the 75 participants 
with an individualized, 12-inch by 18-inch 
portrait depicting the graduate in a pose 
related to his or her sport or interest while a 
Cortland undergraduate.

His talents included making intricate 
fi gures using peanut shells for torsos and 
adding wires for appendages, hair and 
whatever else was needed to create a 3-D 
caricature that became a treasured keepsake 
for the subject.

“John was selfl ess to all requests that the 
College made for his talents,” explained Rose-
Marie Kleinspehn ’49, who nominated him for 
the honor. “John had a big heart and shared it 
with all of his who loved him back.”

A 1978 inductee into the C-Club Hall of 
Fame, Reardon grew up in New Rochelle, 
N.Y., where he was the high school yearbook 
art editor. He served in the same capacity at 
SUNY Cortland, where he co-captained the 
football team, was a lacrosse defenseman and 
a heavyweight in wrestling.

An Army Air Force veteran, he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in physical education from 
Cortland, a master’s degree in secondary 
administration from Hofstra University and 
his director’s certifi cation from New York 
University.

He taught and coached in Orchard Park, 
N.Y., where he started the wrestling program, 
in Valley Stream, N.Y., and Roslyn, N.Y., 
before beginning his 27-year career at North 
Shore School District in Glen Head, N.Y. He 
retired in 1983 as district director of physical 
education and athletics. 

He and his wife, Winnie, moved to East 
Aurora, N.Y., where he substitute taught, 
volunteer coached, and became an award-
winning woodcarver.

The Reardons have fi ve children, Jon ’75, 
Jody, Dariel, Douglas and Tracy.

the Hill
VIEW FROM

College honors two alumni volunteers

Jack Sheltmire M ’73, director emeritus of the Center for Environmental and Outdoor Education, poses in front of the Camp 
Huntington building dedicated in his honor on July 31. The historic building will now be known as the Sheltmire Cabin aka Trapper’s 
Cabin. The recently retired Sheltmire increased educational programming facility use at the Outdoor Education Center and 
spearheaded the successful e" orts that culminated in 2004 with the U.S. Department of the Interior designating Huntington 
Memorial Camp as the fi rst and to date only National Historic Landmark within SUNY. The Cabin was named in honor of Sheltmire 
for his dedication and generosity. In addition, the naming recognizes the many alumni and friends who made donations to the 
Sheltmire Recognition Fund.

John Durkee, the Marcellus (N.Y.) Central School District High School 
principal, presented his ideas about communicating with parents 
on discipline matters during the 2010 Francis J. Cheney Educational 
Issues Conference on Aug. 11 in the Sperry Center. The College’s 
Educational Leadership Department coordinated the conference, 
which attracted 80 area school administrators and educational 
leadership majors. Sponsored by the Francis J. Cheney Conference 
Fund and the Cortland College Foundation, the event is named after 
the late Cortland Normal School principal, who served from 1891 
until 1912. Conceived and co-sponsored by Cheney’s granddaughter, 
Louise M. Conley of Princeton, N.J., the formerly biennial event 
became a yearly one in 2010.
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1946
REUNION 2011

1951
REUNION 2011

1954
Robert Elder continues to 

champion the plight of the less 
fortunate by raising funds for a church 
outreach center in his Massapequa, 
N.Y., community. An elementary 
education teacher for 37 years with 
Unified School District No. 23, he 
recently reached his goal in almost 
20 years of collecting 2 million cans 
or bottles from supporters and 
contributing $100,000 to the St. Rose 
of Lima Outreach. Since 1991, he 
has ridden his bicycle around the 
neighborhood, picking up improp-
erly disposed of cans and bottles and 
redeeming the nickel deposits for the 
outreach program. 

1956
REUNION 2011

1958
Jeannine Strong Casey of 

Lakeland, Fla., now lives in a condo-
minium. “Having lived in Florida now 
for 47 years, my days at Cortland seem 
an eternity ago,” she writes. “I retired 
in 1991 after 33 years of teaching but 
I continue to teach GED classes and 
mentor students. My greatest joy is 
volunteering for the food and clothing 
ministry at my church.”

1959
Thomas Major and Marie 

Passidomo Major ’63 celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on July 31 
in Trumansburg, N.Y. Their party was 
attended by their children, grand-
children, friends and colleagues.

1966
REUNION 2011

1967
Jeff Plotkin of New City, N.Y., has 

retired after spending 40 years in the 
banking industry. His son, Alexander 
Plotkin ’08, also is a Cortland 
graduate.

1971
REUNION 2011

Cheryl Weigand Grono has 
her dream job as the owner and 
innkeeper at the Pennsbury Inn in 
Pennsylvania’s beautiful Brandywine 
Valley. The bed and breakfast in 
Chadds Ford, Pa., is nestled between 
the Wyeth Art at the Brandywine 
River Museum and Longwood 
Gardens. Cheryl is married to Walter 
“Chip” Grono.

Pamela Moak retired in June 
after 37 years as an elementary 
physical educator. Pam taught 11 
years in the West Islip, N.Y., public 
schools, and for 25 years in the Clear 
Creek Independent School District 
in Houston, Texas. She served for 
20 years as an officer, including two 
terms as president, of the Clear Creek 
Educators Association, a local affil-
iate of the Texas State Teachers 
Association (TSTA) and the National 
Education Association. Pam plans to 
relocate to the Hudson Valley area. 

1974
Donna Sacco Bianco was invited 

to perform with Umbrian Serenades, 
an a capella chorale that rehearses 
and performs in Spoleto, Italy. This 
year’s group was conducted by famed 
maestro Joseph Flummerfelt of the 
New York Philharmonic. Donna, of 

HOW TO SEND CLASS NOTES
We enjoy hearing from you and encourage you to continue sending us 
your news by visiting www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate and selecting 
the “I have a Class Note” checkbox. Alumni who prefer a different 
method to update their alumni records may also send information 
by e-mail at alumni@cortland.edu, telephone at (607) 753-2516, fax 
at (607) 753-5789 or mail at Alumni Affairs Office, SUNY Cortland, P.O. 
Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045. Include with all submissions your name, 
name at time of graduation (if different), class year, address 
and telephone number.

PHOTOS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
With respect to written submissions, please withhold announcements 
of your important life accomplishments until after the fact, when 
we will gladly report your promotion, marriage, new baby, etc. For 
weddings, please include the date, city and state, spouse’s full name and 
pre-marital last name. For births, kindly include the exact date of birth. 
Regarding images, we reserve the right to not include blurry, ‘pixelated’ 
or grainy submissions. Please adjust digital cameras to the highest 
quality setting in order to meet our minimum size standard of 1 MB 
(megabyte) for small portraits and 3 MB (megabytes) for group shots.

WEDDING PHOTO POLICIES
The editors reserve the right to select wedding photos for publication 
based on available space, photo quality, timeliness, and the number of 
Cortland graduates named in the photo. Please send your photos when 
announcing your wedding, as we will not publish a photo for nuptials 
previously announced in Columns.

ALUMNI REUNION WEEKEND 2011
The SUNY Cortland Alumni Association looks forward to hosting yet 
another great reunion on July 15-17, 2011 on the SUNY Cortland campus. 
Special reunion celebrations for this year include the Classes of 1936, 1941, 
1946, 1951, 1956, 1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986. In addition to these 
class years, the Half Century Club (Class of 1961 and earlier), Alpha Kappa 
Phi/Agonian, Sigma Sigma Sigma, Sigma Rho Sigma sorority and Lambda 
Phi Delta fraternity will host events during Reunion. The Alumni Affairs 
Office reminds everyone that reunion is open to all SUNY Cortland 
alumni regardless of graduation year. Alumni who are not members of a 
2011 reunion class or group may request a registration packet by calling the 
Alumni Affairs Office at (607) 753-2516 or e-mailing alumni@cortland.edu.

Class Notes

Barbara Miller DeGra!  ’53 and June Yeransian Kenney ’53 are two former physical 
education majors, roommates and friends who are still dancing 57 years later as 
members of the “Huntington Senior Tappers.” Barbara can recall their fi rst stage 
presentation was for “Beta Frolics” in 1952, when they danced as a pair of cigarette 
packs. Barbara and her husband, Frank DeGra!  ’51, live in Northport, N.Y. June and 
her spouse, George Kenney, reside in Huntington.

Frederick Smith ’59 and Virginia Wunsch Smith ’59 celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on July 15, 2010, with a party 
in Wilmington, N.C. Attending, in the front row from the left, were: Patricia Esposito Piner ’66, Virginia, Fred, Phyllis Smith 
Johanson ’64, Holly Smith Kromer ’84 and Lisa Cragnolin Johanson ’93; and, back row: Warren Deutsch ’59, William Piner ’66, 
Walfred “Walle” Johanson ’64 and Craig Johanson ’93.
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Yonkers, N.Y., performed spiritual works 
written in Latin, French and English with 
the group in venues including the home 
of Gian Carlo Menotti’s Festival of Two 
Worlds as well as in Norcia and at the 
upper basilica of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Jonathan Dinkin ’74, M ’76 and 
Aveeya Elias Dinkin ’76 are retired 
from teaching, having spent most of 
their career as educators working 
for the Syracuse (N.Y.) City Schools. 
They are now performing music 
as the group Jonathan Dinkin and 
Klezmercuse. They recently recorded 
a CD titled ‘Lilly’s Hora’ on the online 
distributor of CD music CD Baby, 
which has garnered much positive 
attention from the local press. They 
also have had their musical composi-
tions published by Transcontinental 
Music Publications, Shawnee Press, 
and Boosey & Hawkes.

The Wall Street Journal featured 
Charles Erik Gordon, Esq., in its July 1 
edition for having a very extensive 
private collection of metropolitan 
New York-area telephone directo-
ries, possibly one of the largest in 
the country and dating back to 1919. 
In the article, titled “Finger Walking 
Through History,” Charles, an inves-
tigative attorney, led the reporter 
on a diverting tour among the old 
yellow books in his office near Penn 
Station, helping the journalist track 
down the history of famous early 
New York figures as well as members 
of his own family living at different 
locations in earlier times. Charles uses 
his 1,300 directories to trace missing 
heirs, beneficiaries, shareholders and 
witnesses, especially in working “cold 
case” assignments. He currently serves 
as first vice president of the Society 
of Professional Investigators, Inc.

1976
REUNION 2011

Richard Ryan has retired from 
the New York City Department 
of Education in June 2009 after 25 
years of service. He had taught social 
studies for more than 20 of those 
years at Curtis High School in Staten 
Island, N.Y. He also coordinated 
law-related education, coached the 
Moot Court, Mock Trial and Debate 
Teams, assisted the varsity basketball 
staff and moderated the Newman 
Club. Presently, he lectures in the 
History, Philosophy and Political 
Science Department at C.U.N.Y. 
Kingsborough Community College. 
Rich’s son, Christopher Ryan ’10, 
graduated with honors in May with a 

B.S. in sport management. Chris was 
the sports editor and reporter for The 
Dragon Chronicle and a lead singer 
with The Rock and Blues Ensemble. 
Antonio Mancilla ’10, Rich’s former 
student and Chris’ best friend from 
childhood, also graduated in May. 
He was an R.A. for three years, a 
Residence Hall Association leader and 
the guitarist for The Rock and Blues 
Ensemble.  

1980
Laurie Mastin Carney has 

directed development at Florida 
Atlantic University for the past 11 years 
and has lived in South Florida since 
1983. She and her Class of 1979 friends 
really enjoyed the 2009 reunion, 
which was her first return to campus 
since graduation. She has two sons, 
Matt, 19, and Chris, 16. Her oldest has 
completed his first year in college.

1981
REUNION 2011

1982
Kathleen Dunham Millier 

practices as a state-licensed public 
school speech language pathologist 
in Newfield, N.Y. She keeps busy after 
27 years in the profession and enjoys 
time with her sons, Rob, 12, and John, 
11, and her husband of 25 years, John.

1983
The younger son of Alfred 

Nolan Jr., Sean Nolan, has earned 
SUNY Cortland’s Robert Noyce 
Scholarship for science, technology 
and engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) majors. A mathematics-physics 
adolescence education major, Sean 
plans to pursue a master’s degree at 
Cortland after he graduates in May. 
Alfred’s older son, Kyle Nolan, is a 
2009 Cortland graduate. 

1986
REUNION 2011

1987
Suzanne Wygand Woods and 

her fiancé, Laurence Dexter Smith, live 
happily in St. Augustine, Fla.

1989
Gospel singer and recording artist 

J. Christine Johnson Sinclair ’89 
appeared as a special guest on the 
live, one-hour episode of the “3ABN 
Today Show” hosted by Danny Shelton 
on Aug. 6. Christine is the daughter 
of the late SUNY Cortland professor 
emeritus of history, Ellis “Doc” 
Johnson. 

1991
G. Douglas Nelson and Renee 

Kovalsky Nelson ’92 of Depew, 
N.Y., celebrated 18 years of marriage 
this past June and have six children, 
including a set of twins. Renee home 
schools the children while Doug is an 
assistant vice president at the Bank of 
Akron. 

1995
Dave Kettner lives with his wife, 

Mary Ann, in Peoria, Ariz. Dave works 
his own business from home as an 
Internet marketer, called Desertoasis 
International Marketing, LLC. Mary 
Ann works in human resources for 
an iron and metal recycling company 
in Phoenix. Mary Ann has four adult 
children and Dave has a 7-year-old son.

1998
Kathleen Sullivan won a 2009 

Emmy as producer and host of “The 
Friday Zone,” a local children’s televi-
sion show, writes her classmate, Mark 
O’Connell ’99.

2002
Ryan Bond was promoted to 

human resources director for NBC 
Universal Technical Operations, 
based in New York City. Previously, 
Ryan worked in Los Angeles, Calif., 
as the human resources manager for 
several departments within NBCU’s 
Entertainment Group, including 
Publicity, Business Affairs and the 
Television Legal organization. His work 
supported a number of Universal 
Media Studios productions, such 
as The Tonight Show, Heroes and 
House. Ryan joined NBCU in 2004 as 
a member of GE’s Human Resources 
Leadership Program. He has also 
worked for NBCU in Philadelphia.

Vivian Heyward ’68, M ’71 of Albuquuerque, 
N.M., recently released the sixth edition of her 
textbook, Advanced Fitness Assessment and Exercise 
Prescription, with her publisher, Human Kinetics. 
The edition is also available as an e-book. “The text 
provides a clear-cut approach to physical fitness 
assessment and exercise prescription for exercise 
scientists and personal trainers,” writes Vivian. She 
is a Regents professor emerita at the University of 
New Mexico. 

Mary Langton ’85 of Chester, N.Y., was guest author 
at Florida (N.Y.) Public Library’s Summer Book Café 
in July. She read from her latest book, The Bright 
Processional, and participated in a question-and-
answer session.

The State University of New York Press has released 
an Excelsior Edition of the 2009 book by Anthony 
Gero M ’91, Black Soldiers of New York State: A Proud 
Legacy. The text chronicles, in words and photo-
graphs, the forgotten, distinguished legacy of genera-
tions of African Americans, who pursued their goal 
of equality by serving nobly in the French and Indian 
War, Revolutionary War and War of 1812. Drawing 
on a wealth of sources, some newly discovered, 
Anthony chronicles their two centuries of struggles, 
which ended in 1950 when the U.S. Army and New 
York’s National Guard became integrated. A retired 
high school teacher in Auburn, N.Y., Anthony teaches 
history at Cayuga Community College and is a Fellow 
of the Company of Military Historians. He has written 
many articles on military history and is the author, with 
Roger Sturcke, of New York State National Guard.

ALUMNI IN PRINT

Four Class of 1970 graduates and friends, Shirley Johnson Flint, Carole Zwart Sauer, 
Camilla Lynch Esposito and Kathleen Moran DeSanctis gathered this past summer 
for the 35th consecutive year to renew old friendships. Shirley and Camilla live near 
Rochester, N.Y. Carole lives in Washingtonville, N.Y., and Kathy lives near Syracuse, N.Y.

Members of the class of 1972 gathered recently to celebrate the 60th birthday 
of Susan Recchio Kogler, writes classmate Allen Freedman of Holtsville, N.Y. 
Attending, from the left, were: Allen, Phyllis Hayes Zanghi, Sue, Maria Moreno-
Zaniewski and Janet Joseph Cara.

Douglas French ’85 was elected last 
November to a four-year term as mayor 
of the City of Rye, N.Y. He is married 
to Carrie Odell French ’86. They have 
three children.

KEEP IN TOUCH
In order for us to alert you to the latest SUNY Cortland and alumni 
happenings, it is very important that you keep us up-to-date 
with your current contact information. You can do so by visiting 
www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate. It’s a good idea to visit the site 
whenever you have a new address, your name changes, your career 
changes or any time you have news you think we should know about. 
Items about you for the “Class Notes” section of Columns may also 
be submitted via this website. Alumni who prefer a different method 
to update their alumni records may also send information in an e-mail 
to alumni@cortland.edu, a telephone call to (607) 753-2516, a fax 
to (607) 753-5789 or by mail to the Alumni Affairs Office, SUNY 
Cortland, P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045. Please be sure to 
include your name, name at time of graduation, class year, perma-
nent address, seasonal address, home phone, spouse/partner’s name, 
and employment information with all submissions. Cell phone, work 
phone and e-mail addresses are also appreciated. If submitting a class 
note, please see instructions on page 14.
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2006
Michael Prasad recently was 

appointed production editor for the 
Western New England Law Review. 
“Michael’s achievements at Western 
New England College School of Law 
are a testament to the quality of your 
institution, and I hope that we will be 
able to continue to foster the relation-
ship between SUNY Cortland and 
Western New England College School 
of Law in the future,” writes Karen 
Romano, the school’s assistant dean.

2007
Steven Rice teaches high school 

at his own alma mater, Bishop Loughlin 
Memorial High School in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., while pursuing a master’s degree 
at Long Island University’s Brooklyn 
campus. Steven recalls his many extra-
curricular activities as a Cortland 
student, including serving as a 
co-founding member of Men of Value 
and Respect (MOVE), Black Student 
Union, La Familia Latina and Caribbean 
Student Association. He lived in 
the Leadership House while writing 
for the student newspaper, giving 
speeches and performing his poetry 
at many events. 

Marriages
David Kettner ’95 to Mary Ann Cameron on June 4 in Peoria, Ariz.
Kevin Slade ’06 to Jenna DeMayo ’07 on Feb. 13 on Long Island, N.Y.

Births
Christine Iadevia-Goldberg ’85 and Lee, an adopted daughter, Chloe Siwei, 

age 2, on March 22 from Chongqing, China.
Michael Kelly ’90 and Jennifer Routh Kelly ’94, a son, Jake Thomas, on March 19.
Bruce Williams ’91 and Jody Sirota Williams ’93, a daughter, Lia Madelyn, 

on May 23.
James McDarby ’94 and Hope, a daughter, Olivia Elexandra, on May 30.
Kenneth Milani ’94 and Anna, a daughter, Ava Florence, on Dec. 28.
Jennifer Neumann Begley ’95 and Joseph, a daughter, Julia Elizabeth, on May 31.
Jaimie Taylor Falzarano ’96 and Heath Falzarano ’98, a daughter, Taylor Louise, 

on June 1.
Jennifer Montgomery Salvi ’00 and William Salvi ’00, a daughter, Riley Danielle, 

on June 29.
Michelle Cairo Partenza ’02 and Joseph, a daughter, Caroline Louise, on Jan. 25.

In memoriam
Genevieve Rumsey Stafford ’35
Laurens “Joe” Dietz ’42
Dawn Darling Fletcher ’48
Vincent LeRoy Fowler Sr. ’49
Carl Newton ’49
Dominick Morelli ’51
Joyce Cavanagh ’53
Elmer Akley ’61

Mary Louise Dobenecker 
Hobson ’61

Carol Ann Masters Schiller ’62, 
Distinguished Alumna

John Foote ’63
Helen Hofstead Robinson ’66
David Curreri ’06

Angela Neu ’03 was deployed to Iraq in March 2009 and returned in November that 
year, writes her mother, Joanne Prouty, to Coach Julie Lenhart and Angie’s “softball 
family” from Cortland. Angie, who played softball at Cortland for three seasons, 
received a Combat Action Badge for her engagement with enemy fi re during a route 
clearance. An explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) technician, Angie belongs to a very 
elite group with few females. This type of military unit was recently spotlighted in 
the fi lm, “Hurt Locker.” 

Kevin Slade ’06 and Jenna DeMayo ’07 exchanged wedding vows on Feb. 13 in Amityville, N.Y. Attending, kneeling from the left, 
were Richard Monaco ’06, Kevin Fulton Jr. ’06, Kevin, Jenna and Paul Johnson ’06; and standing: William Wert Jr. ’06, Tommy 
DiMattina, James Franco ’05, Keith Levinson ’06, Kelly Law ’07, Jami Sautter ’07, Andrew DiNatale ’08, Angela Santoro ’07, 
Alyssa Helme ’07, Kayla Oldfi eld, Sheila Romero ’07, Victoria Belegrinos ’07, David Underwood ’08 and Rhonda Jacobs ’01.

Matthew Baildon ’92 writes that SUNY Cortland head lacrosse coach Stephen Beville and SUNY Cortland assistant coach and 
lecturer Michael Abbott ’09 traveled to Berlin, Germany, in August to conduct the week-long Berlin Lacrosse Camp 2010 for 
the Berliner Hockey Club (BHC). Matt, who teaches at the John F. Kennedy School in Berlin, a German/American bilingual and 
bi-cultural school, is a member of the BHC Board of Directors who served as the camp’s organizer. Assisting at the camp as the 
athletic trainer was Philipp Ewert ’10, Matt’s former student at the Kennedy School. Shown, from the left, are: Philipp, Coach 
Beville, Matthew and Mike. 
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Register Now!
Alumni and their families are invited to take advantage 
of three great opportunities to stay at Raquette Lake in 2011. 
Join old and new friends in a spectacular Adirondack setting 
at an a" ordable price.

A brief description of the camps follows. Complete 
details, including camp rates, deposit fees and times of 
arrival and departure, are available on the registration form.

WINTER ALUMNI RETREAT 2011
Jan. 23-27
The annual Winter Alumni Retreat at Huntington Memorial 
Camp, o" ering cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, saunas, 
stargazing and much more, is set for Jan. 23-27, 2011. This 
fi ve-day session is o" ered to alumni and their families. 
Guests should be prepared to walk or ski across the ice road 
to Camp Huntington. Your gear will be transported.

SUMMER ALUMNI CAMP 2011
Eight Sessions in July and August
In summer 2011, the Outdoor Education Center at Raquette 
Lake will o" er alumni and their families several di" erent stay 

combinations at Antlers and Camp Huntington to fi t every-
one’s budget and timeframe. Activities will include boating, 
campfi res, good food, hiking and time to relax with family and 
friends. Camp Huntington provides a remote lakeside getaway, 
and Antlers o" ers easy access to Adirondack attractions. 

The Antlers seven-day sessions are July 2-8, July 10-16 and 
July 24-30. The Antlers fi ve-day session is Aug. 22-26. The 
Antlers three-day session is Aug. 19-21. The Camp Huntington 
seven-day session is July 2-8. The Camp Huntington four-day 
sessions are July 2-5 and July 5-8. Note: Alumni will have the 
option of staying the full week or just half the week during 
the same time period.

RENT THE KIRBY CAMP
Weekly Sessions between June 12-Sept. 17, 2011
The Kirby Camp at Raquette Lake will be available to SUNY 
Cortland alumni, faculty, sta"  and their guests on a one-week 
basis. The rental season is June 12 through Sept. 17, 2011. 

Visitors arrive at the Antlers facility on Sundays at 2 p.m. 
to be transported by boat to the Kirby Camp. They depart 
on Saturdays at 10 a.m. Camp guests enjoy a delightfully 
remote and rustic experience featuring gas-powered lights, 
stove and refrigerator. The camp has cold running water and 
a composting toilet. There are canoes and paddles for your 
use. The two bedrooms feature bunk beds in one and 
a queen-sized bed in another. A maximum group of eight 
individuals can occupy the camp. Renters must bring their 
own groceries.

REGISTRATION AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Please note that for all three programs, participants are 
required to bring their own linen and or sleeping bags and 
personal toiletries, with blankets and pillows provided.

To register and for more information, visit the Outdoor 
Education Center website at www.cortland.edu/outdoor and 
select the Raquette Lake page, then select the Upcoming 
Events button to complete and download a registration 
form. Or call the OEC at (607) 753-5488 to arrange for a 
form to be mailed to you. Please read all registration instruc-
tions carefully before completing and mailing it with your 
deposit check.

A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N

RAQUETTE LAKE PROGRAMS 

Obituaries
STEVEN J. BARNES
Steven J. Barnes, a lecturer in the Africana Studies Department 
and the director of the Rock & Blues Ensemble at SUNY 
Cortland, passed away unexpectedly at age 54 on March 10. 

He graduated from Vestal High School and attended 
Ithaca College. He owned Finger Lakes Music in Ithaca, N.Y., 
and was employed as the manager of McNeil Music prior 
to opening Ultimate Music in downtown Cortland with his 
business partner, Lonnie Park, in 1992. They also opened and 
ran an Ultimate Music store in Horseheads, N.Y., for a period 
of time. Steve played keyboard in the Tribal Revival Band. 

He is survived by his wife, Catherine Northway Barnes 
of Freeville, and his son, Matthew, of Cortland.

MORRIS R. BOGARD
Morris R. Bogard, associate vice president emeritus for 
academic a" airs, died on Aug. 30 in Venice, Fla., at the age 
of 83. He served the College in various capacities from 1953 
until his retirement in 1989. 

Bogard joined SUNY Cortland as an English Department 
faculty member and was promoted to assistant professor in 
1954, associate professor in 1958 and full professor in 1962. 

In 1963, he became the fi rst chair of the newly created 
Speech and Theatre Department. He directed the Hilltop 
Masquers in 41 plays. He helped to develop bachelor’s 
degree programs in theatre, rhetoric and public address, 
general speech, speech education and speech pathology, 
plus a master’s degree program in speech education.

A versatile administrator, he was the associate vice 
president in academic a" airs for 15 years. At various times, 
he also served as acting president, acting provost and vice 
president for academic a" airs, acting dean of graduate 
study and continuing education, and acting dean of the 
Education Department. He was the Fine Arts Center admin-
istrator in the late 1960s, directed the Cortland College 
Centennial in 1967-68, and chaired and served on many 
College committees. He played a central role in the devel-
opment of the College’s Equal Opportunity Program.

The St Louis, Mo., native grew up in Centralia, Ill. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 1950 from Illinois Wesleyan 
University, where he attended on an athletic scholarship 
and lettered in football, basketball and track. He received 
his master’s degree in 1952 and his Ph.D. in 1961, both from 
the University of Illinois. He was a fellow at the Claremont 
Institute for the Study of Higher Education in Claremont, Calif.

In 1946-47, Bogard was a physical training instructor 
in the U.S. Air Force. At the University of Illinois, he was 
assistant technical director for university theatre, an 
instructor in verbal communications and drama advisor for 
the Extension Service.

Bogard, whose scholarly articles were published in 
major journals, was a book reviewer for Choice magazine 
and theatre editor for Reports, the communication vehicle 
of the New York State Speech Association. He was past 
president of the New York State Theatre Festival Associ-
ation and chaired the annual Theatre Festival in Corning. He 
was a founding member of the Cortland Repertory Theatre 
Board of Directors.

Bogard is survived by his companion, Sue Mauler, 
his four sons, Lawrence of Washington, D.C., Scott of 
Coatesville, Pa., Peter of Grants Pass, Ore., and Kenneth of 
Bradenton, Fla., and nine grandchildren. A memorial service 
will be held this fall in Venice, Fla.

KATHRYN A. “KATHY” FERRIS ’83, M ’88
Kathryn A. “Kathy” Ferris ’83, M ’88, a lecturer at SUNY 
Cortland for 13 of the last 22 years, passed away on May 11 in 
Cortland at age 49. 

A lifelong Cortland resident, she was a dual major at 
SUNY Cortland, earning a degree in math and another 
degree in early secondary math and secondary education. 
She also earned an M.S.E.D. from SUNY Cortland in 1988. 

She was a lecturer in the Department of Education from 
1988-93 and 2001-04. She taught in the Childhood/Early 
Childhood Department from 2004-06 and was a lecturer in 
the Mathematics Department from 2008 until this year.

Ferris joined the Cortland High faculty in 1982 after 
graduating from SUNY Cortland and taught there for 28 
years. She was a founding member of Tri-M, coached the 
Cortland High School Bowling Team for many years, and 

served as Advisor for the National Honor Society. She was 
an avid bowler, being the fi rst woman in Cortland to bowl 
a perfect 300 game. She was inducted to the Seven Valley 
USBC Hall of Fame in 2004,

THOMAS F. TOOMEY
Thomas F. Toomey, foreign student advisor emeritus and 
the former Ella Van Hoesen Campus School principal, died 
June 19 in Denver, Colo.

The New Jersey native came to SUNY Cortland in 1968 
after having been principal at Smith School in Hillsdale, 
N.J. and a principal at the Merritt School and Bryan School 
in Cresskill, N.J. He was president of the Department of 
Elementary School Principals in the New Jersey Education 
Association and of the Northeastern States Regional 
Elementary Principals Association. 

A U.S. Army Air Corps veteran, Toomey earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Fordham University and his master’s 
degree from Seton Hall University. He began his career in 
1950 teaching adolescent boys in Rockland State Hospital in 
Orangeburgh, N.Y, and then fourth grade in Garnerville, N.Y.

He was an associate professor of education and the 
Campus School principal from 1968 until its closure in 
1982. He spent three weeks in 1978 in the United Kingdom 
observing the educational systems. In 1980, he joined 
a historic, SUNY Cortland four-person delegation that 
travelled to China to negotiate student and faculty 
exchange programs. 

During his career as an educator, Toomey undertook 
research in the fi elds of social studies, non-graded school 
systems and moviegenics, as well as projects designed to 
establish a relationship of physical coordination with chil-
dren’s reading and intellectual development.

From 1981 until his retirement in February 1990, Toomey 
served SUNY Cortland as transfer student coordinator and 
transcript evaluator in the Admissions O!  ce and as foreign 
student advisor in the Study Abroad Program. He served 
more than a decade on the committee empowered with 
administering the College’s international programs.
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The Cortland baseball team matched its 
best national fi nish ever with a second-place 
showing at the NCAA Div. III World Series in 
Wisconsin this past May. The Red Dragons, 
who also were national runner-up in 2005, 
fi nished the season with 40 victories and 
qualifi ed for its 10th World Series since 1995.

The successful spring season for Cortland 
athletic teams also featured NCAA showings 
by the men’s lacrosse, women’s lacrosse and 
softball teams, along with a men’s track and 
fi eld All-America relay performance. The 
men’s lacrosse team lost in the national semi-
fi nals, one game away from its fi fth straight 
NCAA championship game berth.

For the entire 2009-10 season, the 
Cortland athletics program fi nished 17th 
out of nearly 440 colleges and universities 
in the Division III Learfi eld Sports Directors’ 
Cup, which ranks the best all-around sports 
schools. Cortland is one of only six schools in 
the country to place in the top 20 each of the 
15 years the standings have been compiled.

Baseball slugs its way to 
national runner-up status
Featuring perhaps its best o" ensive squad in 
school history, the Cortland baseball team 
posted a 40-10-1 record and came within 
one game of winning a national title. The 
Red Dragons, under 11th-year head coach Joe 
Brown, qualifi ed for the NCAA playo" s for 
the 18th straight season — the longest active 
streak nationally in Div. III. Cortland swept 
four games at the NCAA regional in Auburn, 
N.Y., to earn its 10th World Series berth, then 

posted a 4-2 mark at the Series to fi nish 
second in the country. Cortland was also 
national runner-up in 2005.

For the season, Cortland boasted a .354 
team batting average, with four hitters over 
the .400 mark, and averaged nearly 10 runs 
per game. The Red Dragons scored 71 runs in 
their six World Series games and 35 runs in 
four NCAA regional contests.

Senior third baseman Steve Nickel of 
Lake Ronkonkoma, N.Y., and junior outfi elder 
Jason Simone of Utica, N.Y., were both 
named second-team All-Americans. Nickel 
batted .446 with 12 home runs and 65 RBI, 
while Simone hit .437 with 56 RBI and 23 
steals. Simone fi nished the season with a 
24-game hitting streak.

Sophomore second baseman Matt June 
of Colonie, N.Y., recorded a .414 batting 
average, including a 22-game hitting streak 
during the season. Senior catcher Andersen 
Gardner, batted .412 with 11 home runs, 
four in the World Series, and 68 RBI. The 
Fairport, N.Y., native fi nished as Cortland’s 
career leader with 171 RBI and tied for the 
career lead with 24 homers and 21 triples. 
Senior outfi elder Khyle Dimino of Brighton, 
N.Y., batted .383 with a school single-season 
record 37 stolen bases and junior pitcher 
Travis Ratli"  of Levittown, N.Y., fi nished 9-1 
with 70 strikeouts in 64 innings.

Brown was chosen as the New York 
Region Coach of the Year for the sixth time. 
He registered his 400th win during the World 
Series, and earlier in the season passed 
Robert “Sparky” Wallace ’53 as Cortland 
career victory leader.

Softball cruises past SUNYAC 
foes on road to NCAAs
The Cortland softball team continued its 
recent dominance over State University of 
New York Athletic Conference (SUNYAC) 
foes this past spring. The Red Dragons 
fi nished 18-0 during the league regular season, 

followed by four shutout victories in the 
conference postseason tournament for their 
10th SUNYAC title overall and third in the last 
four years.

Led by 16th-year head coach Julie 
Lenhart, Cortland fi nished the season with a 
40-8 mark and have won at least 30 games 
each of the last nine years. The Red Dragons 
were 2-2 during NCAA regional play in Ithaca, 
N.Y., to tie for 26th place nationally.

Junior second baseman Donnalyn Cross 
of Binghamton, N.Y., was named a fi rst-team 
All-American for the second straight season. 
Senior pitcher Katie Finch of Amsterdam, 
N.Y., was a repeat selection to the second 
team and earned All-America honors three 
times as a Red Dragon.

Cross batted .416 with 21 stolen bases and 
led Div. III nationally with 15 triples. Through 
three seasons, she is the SUNYAC career 
leader with 32 triples. Finch fi nished 26-4 
with a national-best 0.68 earned run average. 
She struck out 268 batters and threw three 
no-hitters, including two perfect games. Finch 
concluded her collegiate career with 93 wins 
and 1,025 strikeouts, both SUNYAC records, and 
seven no-hitters. She’s the 11th player in Div. III 
history to surpass 1,000 career strikeouts.

Senior fi rst baseman Emily Ringen of 
Pompton Plains, N.J., hit .408 with three 
homers and a team-high 38 RBI. Lenhart 
was named the SUNYAC Coach of the Year 
and became the 11th softball coach in Div. III 
history to reach the 600-win mark. Her 639 
career wins include 519 at Cortland.

Men’s lacrosse advances to 
national semifinals
The Cortland men’s lacrosse team, defending 
NCAA Div. III champions, was on its way to a 
fi fth straight national title game appearance. 
Leading visiting Tufts 7-3 early in the second 
half of the national semifi nals, the team lost 
10-9 to snap a 16-game winning streak and 
close the season with a 17-3 record.

Fourth-year head coach Steve Beville, 
the SUNYAC Coach of the Year, saw his 
squad convincingly win its ninth SUNYAC 
title in 11 years. The Red Dragons were 6-0 
in league play, followed by two conference 
tournament victories by a combined score 
of 34-7. Making its 10th straight NCAA 
appearance, Cortland defeated Keene State 
and RIT, both at home, before falling to 
eventual national champion Tufts.

Junior midfi elder Chris DeLuca of Sayville, 
N.Y., and senior midfi elder Tom Burke of Mass-
apequa, N.Y., each earned individual national 
awards. DeLuca was chosen as the Most 
Outstanding Player in Div. III, while Burke 
received the Division III Specialty Player Award.

DeLuca, also the SUNYAC and New York 
State Div. III Player of the Year, fi nished the 
season with 37 goals and 15 assists. He won 68 
percent of his faceo" s and led the team with 
84 ground balls. Burke, a short-stick specialist, 
totaled 23 goals, 17 assists, 81 ground balls and 
18 caused turnovers.

In all, eight Red Dragons earned All-
America honors. DeLuca and Burke were 
joined on the fi rst team by junior defender 
Justin Schneidman of Katonah, N.Y. Senior 
attackman Brian Krol of Niskayuna, N.Y., 
and senior midfi elder Brandon Misiaszek 
of New Hartford, N.Y., earned third team 
honors, and junior attackman Jay DiStefano 
of Huntington, N.Y., junior midfi elder Eric 
Parah of Baldwinsville, N.Y., and sophomore 
attackman Mike Tota of Webster, N.Y., were 
honorable mention selections.

SPRING SPORTS

Baseball fi nishes second at NCAA Div. III World Series
BY FRAN ELIA Sports Information Director

Katie Finch completed her four-year collegiate career as one of the top softball pitchers in NCAA Div. III 
history. A three-time All-American, Finch posted a 26-4 record with a 0.68 earned run average and 268 
strikeouts this past spring and graduated as the State University of New York Athletic Conference’s career 
leader with 93 victories and 1,025 strikeouts. 
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Senior third baseman Steve Nickel earned All-America honors after leading Cortland with a .446 batting 
average and 12 home runs. The Red Dragons placed second nationally at the NCAA Div. III World Series 
in Grand Chute, Wis., and fi nished with a 40-10-1 record. Cortland has fi nished second twice and third 
two times among its 10 World Series appearances. 
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continued on page 19
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Women’s lacrosse extends 
streak of SUNYAC crowns
The Cortland women’s lacrosse team, under 
second-year head coach Kathy Taylor, 
continued its impressive stretch as one of 
the nation’s top programs. The Red Dragons 
fi nished 17-3 and won their 12th straight 
SUNYAC title.

The Red Dragons were ranked in the top 
10 nationally most of the season. All three of 
their losses were by one-goal margins. One 
of those setbacks was to eventual national 
runner-up Hamilton College, while a 10-9 
NCAA tournament heartbreaker versus Colby 
College placed Cortland in a tie for ninth 
nationally for the fourth straight season.

Sophomore midfi elder Lindsay Abbott 
of South Onondaga, N.Y., and freshman 
midfi elder Maria Di Fato of Camillus, N.Y., 
were named second-team All-Americans. 
Senior midfi elder Jess Fritz, a Baldwinsville, 
N.Y., native, was chosen to the third team. Di 
Fato also was selected as the ECAC Upstate 
New York Rookie of the Year.

Abbott led Cortland with 51 goals and 34 
assists for 85 total points. She became just 
the fourth player in school history to reach 
100 career goals by her sophomore season. 
Di Fato ranked fourth on the team in scoring 
with 58 points on 40 goals and 18 assists. She 
ranked second nationally with 3.4 caused 
turnovers per game. Fritz totaled 42 goals and 
21 assists to complete her career ranked fi fth 
at Cortland with 236 total points.

Relay earns All-America honors at 
men’s track and field nationals
Freshman Eric Banks of Westbury, N.Y., 
sophomore Zac Farnham-Haskell of Essex 
Junction, Vt., junior Phill Wiltshire of Vestal, 
N.Y., and junior Gino Bisceglia of Norwood, 
N.Y., earned All-America honors with their 
seventh-place fi nish in the 4x400-meter relay 
at the NCAA Div. III Men’s Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships this past May in Ohio.

The quartet was clocked in 3:15.09 in the 
fi nals after setting a new school record of 
3:14.08 in the preliminaries. They are the fi rst 
Red Dragon men’s 4x400-meter relay team to 
earn All-America honors. Bisceglia also qual-
ifi ed for nationals in the 400-meter run and 
freshman P.J. Flynn of Valhalla, N.Y., competed 
in the triple jump. Cortland tied for 74th 
place at the national meet.

Third-year head coach Steve Patrick ’97 
also guided the Red Dragons to a second-
place showing at the SUNYAC Champion-
ships. Cortland’s national 4x400-meter relay 
unit won the league title in the event. Senior 
Kyle O’Brien of Monroe, N.Y., won his third 
consecutive SUNYAC title in the 3,000-
meter steeplechase and senior Joe Keleher 
of Newfane, N.Y., was the league 110-meter 
hurdle champion. Senior Schuyler Field of 
Queensbury, N.Y., won the pole vault and 
freshman Shawn Wilson of Seneca Falls, N.Y., 
captured top honors in the javelin throw.

Women’s track and field second 
at SUNYAC championships
The Cortland women’s outdoor track and 
fi eld team, led by third-year head coach 
Steve Patrick ’97, fi nished second at the 
SUNYAC Championships in Brockport in May.

Freshman Nicki Schafer of Troy, N.Y., led a 
top-three Cortland sweep in the heptathlon. 
Freshman Katie Darling of Delhi, N.Y., fi nished 
second and sophomore Brenna Filipello of 
Delmar, N.Y., was third. Freshman Christi 
Nassauer of Mount Sinai, N.Y., won the pole 
vault league title.

Cortland also won the 4x400-meter relay 
at the league meet behind the combination 
of sophomore Veronica Montrose of Clin-
tondale, N.Y., senior Mallory Baker of Clifton 
Park, N.Y., freshman Alexis Fairbanks of 
Apalachin, N.Y., and freshman Lex Grable of 
Pine Bush, N.Y.

XLV
Purchase a raffle ticket for a chance to win tickets  
to Super Bowl XLV in Arlington, Texas, Feb. 6, 2011

$100 per ticket • Only 500 will be sold

One winner will be chosen to receive this deluxe Super Bowl package:
 Two tickets to the game at Cowboys Stadium ($2,000 min. value)
 Three nights at the Holiday Inn Select North Dallas ($742 value)
  $1,000 in cash for transportation and other expenses

Total minimum value of package: 
$3,742 and the trip of a lifetime

Participants must be at least 18 years of age. 
 Drawing will be held Dec. 8, 2010.  

Proceeds will go to the Cortland College Foundation.

How to Purchase a Ticket
Send payment with your name, home address, phone number and e-mail to 

Melony Warwick, SUNY Cortland, P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045. 
Make checks payable to Cortland College Foundation, Inc.

HBO TV’s “Hard Knocks” series showed the 
New York Jets Camp at Cortland to a national 
audience. Some 41,000 came to watch the action in 
person. Clockwise from the top: Jets Hall of Fame 
quarterback Joe Namath chats with New York 
sports radio notable Michael Kay. The Green-and-
White scrimmage attracts thousands of spectators.  
Jets signal caller Mark Sanchez readies for the 2010 
season. Coach Rex Ryan and the players huddle 
around longtime Jets fan Gov. David Paterson.

Nation views NY Jets at Cortland
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We promise you won’t need snow gear for this event!

July 15-17, 2011
The reunion will feature the classes of ’41, ’46, ’51, ’56, ’61, ‘66’, ’71, ’76, ’81 and ’86, the Half 
Century Club, Alpha Kappa Phi/Agonian, Sigma Sigma Sigma, Sigma Rho Sigma sorority and 
Lambda Phi Delta fraternity. For more information, visit www.cortland.edu/reunion or turn to 
the ad on page 7.
Save the date! It won’t be the same without you!

The Class of 1956 attempts to light a fi re in the snow.

Get ready to dive into 
Alumni Reunion 2011!

Sig Rho sisters enjoy diving into a 

snow drift in the early 60s.

A Lambda Phi Delta pledge class 
shows o"  its winter hats.


