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BY FREDERIC PIERCE Editor

It’s midnight and the sun is shining. 
Mountains 50 miles in the distance 
appear to be a few football fields away. 
And no matter which direction Sarah 

Child ’07 walks, she ends up going north. 
Child, a former SUNY Cortland 

geographic information systems major, 
hasn’t entered the Twilight Zone. She hasn’t 
fallen down Alice’s rabbit hole or stumbled 
into a Salvador Dali painting. 

She’s simply following her career  
dreams to the literal end of the earth.  

Child, a 26-year-old glacial geologist, 
spent nearly a month in Antarctica last year, 
setting up the field equipment needed to 
study the movements of island-sized chunks 
of ice in the most remote and unforgiving 
landscape on the planet.  

At times, she wore 12 layers of clothing 
against wind-chills as low as minus 60 
degrees Fahrenheit. She traveled across 
fields of snow that were two miles deep  
and dotted with mountain peaks that poked 
above the surface like iceberg tips. 

Yes, you read that correctly: two  
miles deep.

“You always had to have your harness 
on, because crevasses were everywhere and 
you never knew when you might fall into 
one and have to be rescued,” Child said. 
“The temperature actually wasn’t that bad. It 
was two or three degrees above zero most 
of the time when we went out. But then 
there were times you had to make sure no 
skin was exposed at all.”

Child, currently working on a Ph.D.  
in geology at the University of Kansas,  
said she hopes to go back to Antarctica 
whenever she gets an opportunity. Mean-
while, this veteran of four Cortland winters 
— an experience that leaves many SUNY 
Cortland graduates wishing they’d never see 
snow again — will spend a chunk of her 
summer camped in the Alaskan wilderness, 
studying a 43-mile-long river of ice. 

“She’s a very unique person,” said Asso-
ciate Professor Scott Anderson, chair of 
SUNY Cortland’s Geography Department 
and Child’s former advisor. “This is not a 
stretch for her at all. She’s tough as nails.”

Child was an All-America field hockey 
player at SUNY Cortland, starting as a 
defensive back during all four years of her 
College career. She anchored a nationally 

ranked, first-place team that gave SUNY 
Cortland its first-ever undefeated regular-
season field hockey record.  

SUNY Cortland athletics helped teach 
Child about facing challenges, staying 
focused and remaining determined. 

But it was her experience doing under-
graduate research for her GIS classes that 
ignited the passion that led her to her 
current career: a line of research aimed at 
better understanding the dynamics that 
cause glaciers to move, melt, spawn icebergs 
and do other things sometimes associated 
with global warming. 

As part of her SUNY Cortland studies, 
Child mapped land-use classifications for 
every parcel of property in the town of 
Hartwick, N.Y. Her work aimed to help show 
where industry, farming, tourism and other 
uses were in the town, which would make 
implementing town codes easier. 

She also mapped a long-unused rail  
line between Oneonta, N.Y., and Mohawk, 

N.Y., which required walking 10 miles of 
abandoned track with a GPS unit and 
researching the complicated legal history  
of involved landholders.

Research, however, was the farthest 
thing from the mind of this former high 
school field hockey star from the Cooper-
stown, N.Y., area, when she enrolled at 
SUNY Cortland in 2003. 

“When I first went to Cortland, the only 
plan of action I had was to play field 
hockey,” Child said. “I figured that once I got 
there, everything else would fall into place, 
and it did. 

“I was very fortunate to have Scott 
(Anderson) as an advisor. He and (Distin-
guished Teaching Professor of Geography) 
Dave Miller saw I had an interest. They would 
let me do a lot of independent study, which I 
really enjoyed. I got to get away from the 
constant routine and do my own thing.”

Child was more familiar with GIS than 
many students because her father, a trained 

cartographer, is the retired real property tax 
director of Otsego County, N.Y. But she said 
neither her father nor her mother, a retired 
Otsego County auditor and clerk of the 
Otsego County Board of Representatives, 
really influenced the direction of her career. 
She credits SUNY Cortland with that. 

“What my parents did provide was 
unending support for any path I wanted  
to pursue,” Child said. “To be honest, when I 
was very young — about 5 or 6 — I wanted 
to become a geologist. Doing GIS at 
Cortland, where I was allowed to explore 
research beyond the classroom, got me back 
on that path. And my parents have 
supported me the entire way.”

After Cortland, that path led Child to 
the University of Minnesota to work on a 
master’s degree. While there, the GIS skills 
she learned at Cortland allowed her to 
juggle work as a technician in the university’s 
map library and as a GIS analyst for the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, where 
she mapped out petroleum leak sites. 

At the time, the National Science Foun-
dation was just starting its Polar Geospatial 
Center, which is based at the university. 
Child became one of two employees at the 
non-profit agency, which creates data for 
scientists and operations at the North and 
South Poles. 

“This job was my first look at anything 
to do with Antarctica,” said Child, who made 
Antarctic maps and data sets. Her biggest 
project was locating and researching 278,000 
aerial photos of Antarctica and incorpo-
rating them into an interactive, online map. 

Child transferred to the University of 
Edinburgh in Scotland to complete her 
master’s, but continued to work for the Polar 
Geospatial Center from across the Atlantic 
Ocean. Her final thesis involved the use of 
ground-penetrating radar to measure past 
snow accumulation rates near a sub-glacial 
lake, a body of water hidden beneath the 
base of a glacier. This was when Child began 
doing real research about glaciology and 
decided that this is what she wanted to do. 

It took her several months of cycling, 
hiking and job searching in Scotland before 

“When I first went to Cortland, 

the only plan of action I had  

was to play field hockey. I  

figured that once I got there, 

everything else would fall  

into place, and it did.”
— Sarah Child ’07

Sarah Child ’07 stands before the remote Transantarctic Mountains. The former SUNY Cortland athletic 
and academic standout is now a geologist researching glaciers at the bottom of the world.

continued on page 8
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It is often said that college opens one’s eyes to the world. At 
SUNY Cortland, we mean that literally as well as figuratively. 

Every year, about 150 of our students study abroad in 
places as far flung as China, Ghana, Venezuela and Australia. 
These young men and women receive an education that 
reaches far beyond their class work. They are immersed in 
di!erent cultures, exposed to new ideas and challenged by 
unfamiliar environments. And they return to Cortland as 
better world citizens. 

That worldview, developed throughout SUNY  
Cortland’s program areas, both on campus and o!, shapes 
careers after graduation. Our alumni work and live in more 
than 40 countries around the planet. Research expeditions, 
business opportunities and humanitarian e!orts have led 
graduates like Sarah Child ’07 to the ice fields of Antarctica, 
and Bianca Hendricks ’12 to the impoverished villages of 
equatorial Africa (see Ghana story below).

In short, SUNY Cortland helps prepare students for a life 
of adventure. This passion for experiencing the world and 
taking on challenges is nurtured by Cortland’s study abroad 
opportunities, on the College’s athletic fields, through its 
hands-on learning experiences, and at its outdoor education 
facilities. Antlers and Camp Huntington on Raquette Lake are 
where many SUNY Cortland students, such as recently 
named Distinguished Alumnus James Costa ’85 (see Distin-
guished Alumni story on page 7), first experience the kind of  
fieldwork that eventually carries them across the globe. 

When it comes to international education, SUNY Cort -
land is also a destination in itself. About 95 international 
students study at the College each year, bringing fresh 
perspectives and new energy to our campus. 

This spring, the College had the pleasure of hosting  
delegations from Turkey and Thailand who were interested in 
strengthening their country’s academic connection with 
SUNY Cortland. 

The College has had rewarding relationships with Turkey’s 
Anadolu University and Izmir Economics University for nearly 
a decade. Through these partnerships, we’ve been able to 
o!er dual degrees in business economics, economics, or 
English language instruction to dozens of Turkish students. 

We have also had a productive relationship with Thai-
land’s ministry of education. Working with Orvil White, 
assistant professor of childhood/early childhood education, 
many Thai science teachers have traveled to Cortland, and to 
Raquette Lake, to learn about American education methods.  
The College’s recent discussions with Thai representatives 
have already led to new and exciting opportunities. This 
summer, a group of SUNY Cortland students will study in 
Thailand for the very first time. 

Those are only two of the areas in which the College is 
exploring opportunities to expand the boundaries of a SUNY 
Cortland education to reach across the globe. As an insti-
tution, we place tremendous value on hands-on learning and 
life-transforming experiences such as those a student gets 
when he or she lives and works abroad. 

International education develops self-confidence, the 
ability to bridge di!erences between people, and the ability 

to look at issues from a variety of di!erent perspectives. As 
the world economy becomes increasingly integrated, those 
are just the types of attributes that companies, non-profit 
organizations and government agencies will be looking for in 
future leaders. 

Several endowed scholarships — such as the Wah Chip 
and Yuki Chin Memorial Scholarship, which this semester 
helped send its first SUNY Cortland student to study for a 
full semester in China — help students from all economic 
backgrounds take advantage of the College’s many interna-
tional opportunities. Growing these endowments is one of 
the goals of Educating Champions, the Campaign for 
Cortland, the College’s drive to raise $25 million by mid-2013.

New things are happening all the time to make SUNY 
Cortland a more international campus.

Mecke Nagel, a SUNY Cortland professor of philosophy, 
is teaching at Fulda University of Applied Science in Germany 
on a German Academic Exchange Service scholarship. She 
had been instrumental in establishing a new study abroad 
partnership between Cortland and Fulda, where one of our 
students studied in the summer of 2011. This fall, a group of 
Fulda students is expected to study in Cortland.

This summer, Seth Asumah, SUNY distinguished teaching 
professor of political science and Africana studies, will lead a 
study program in Ghana focused on the history, culture, 
economy and educational traditions of this West-African 
country. It will be the first trip of its kind to Ghana for SUNY 
Cortland.

But it’s safe to say it won’t be the last. Throughout 
history, improved understanding between cultures and 
nations has often started with better relationships between 
institutions of higher learning. As the world economy 
continues to flatten and as technology continues to open 
bridges to other cultures, SUNY Cortland takes that role 
more seriously than ever. 

SUNY Cortland: doorway to the world
BY ERIK J. BITTERBAUM President

PRESIDENT’S

Message

As an institution, we place tremendous value 

on hands-on learning and life-transforming 

experiences such as those a student gets 

when he or she lives and works abroad.
— ERIK J. BITTERBAUM President
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BY FREDERIC PIERCE Editor

Bianca Hendricks ’12 vividly remembers the 
moment that changed her life.

It happened in 2009 while she was working 
with other SUNY Cortland students on a Habitat 

for Humanity project in Honduras, spending winter break 
building homes for several impoverished families. 

While Hendricks was in the Central American country, she 
and other student volunteers visited an orphanage for 
children who were by abandoned by their parents because 
they had tested positive for the AIDS virus. Hendricks recalls 
holding one of the babies, a beautiful little girl, as long as she 
could. She couldn’t help but think about the child’s future.

That’s when Hendricks, then a biology major planning a 
medical career, said she realized she wouldn’t be satisfied 
trying to treat sickness and disease. She wanted to prevent 
things from going wrong in the first place. 

Two years later, she was raising money to go to the West 
African country of Ghana, where she spent her final SUNY 
Cortland semester teaching people living in a conservative, 
traditional culture about pre-natal care, sexually transmitted 
diseases, family planning and women’s health. 

In Ghana, nearly half of all pregnancies are unintended. 
Complications associated with childbirth are the second- 

most common cause of death 
among women, according to 
Hendricks’ end-of-semester 
field report. Almost 2 percent 
of the population is infected 
with HIV/AIDS.

“The need is definitely 
there,” Hendricks said. “People 
wanted the information I had 
to give them. And for me, it 
was an amazing experience.”

The experience was not 
without challenges. In the village where she lived near Cape 
Coast, a seaside university city that once played a key role in 
the slave trade, Hendricks and her apartment-mates had to 
carry their drinking water from a tanker truck that rolled 
through the community once a week. She quickly learned 
that the local slang phrase for prostitute was “American girl” 
and that tank tops were inappropriate, no matter how high 
above 90 degrees the temperature soared.

Because of the way education is structured in Ghana, 
many of the students Hendricks taught were older than her. 
When needed, the 22-year-old — who has never had any 

children — got on the floor with a room full of pregnant 
women to teach birthing classes. 

By the time Hendricks left Africa in May to walk in SUNY 
Cortland’s Commencement, she was o!ered the full-time 
position of directing the program she’d interned for. It’s just 
one of the options she was considering after graduating with 
a major in community health.

“I think certain things in life happen for a reason, and 
through SUNY Cortland I’ve gone to places where I’ve been 
able to realize my true calling,” said Hendricks, a Brooklyn 

Bianca Hendricks ’12 talks with a class of students in Ghana, West Africa.   

Learning to change  
the world
Bianca Hendricks ’12, a community health major,  
spent her spring semester in Africa teaching as an intern  
for the Planned Parenthood Association of Ghana.    

continued on page 6
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I am not a SUNY Cortland 
alumnus. 

But I owe the College more 
than many of the 68,000 
students who have earned 
degrees from this school. 

You see, without SUNY 
Cortland … I wouldn’t exist. 

I became the College’s 
director of public relations in the 
spring of 2011. But my Cortland 
story began more than 60 years 

before that, when a shy young woman who dreamed of 
becoming a teacher met an athletic young man in the lunch 
line of the cafeteria in Old Main. 

It was the typical Cortland romance. The students fell  
in love and married. Eventually, they became my parents. 

Georgiana Oleksuk Pierce ’49, the daughter of Eastern 
European immigrants, worked as an elementary school teacher 
in the Binghamton, N.Y., area, ran her own pre-school program 
and, for more than 40 years, taught English as a second 
language to hundreds of new arrivals to the United States. 

Frederic M. Pierce ’51, an ambitious student with a love 
for sports, coached high school basketball, football and golf 
for 25 years and earned a doctorate in physical education 
from Columbia University. He became director of athletics in 
Johnson City, N.Y., started one of the first all-girl gymnastics 
camps in the United States, and operated a string of 
gymnastics clubs. Eventually, he entered the world of 
financial management and, like so many Cortland graduates, 
spent the second half of his life succeeding in an entirely 
di!erent field.

As parents, they made sure that my sister and I always 
understood that the foundation for all of their accomplish-
ments, the entire life they built for us, was created in 
Cortland. 

I was reminded of that lesson recently when, on my 
one-year employment anniversary, I pulled my parents’ 
alumni files. Dad’s contained little more than his 2009 
obituary. But Mom’s included an update form that she filled 
out during Reunion Weekend 1999.  

It was a simple question — What do you remember 
most about Cortland? Six lines were provided for an answer. 
Mom, who still lives outside of Binghamton, N.Y., in the 
home I grew up in, wrote a response that flowed over the 
provided lines, squeezed into the white spaces on the page, 
and filled the entire back of the paper. 

After describing how insecure and frightened she felt 
being away from home for the first time, worrying about 

her grades, working in a private 
home for room and board and 
meeting her best friend (Eleanor 
Myers Decker ’49), this is what 
she wrote:

“Meeting my husband and 
graduating from Cortland 
formed my future and my 
wonderful life. To be a teacher 
was ‘my dream’ — even as a 
child. To actually become a 
teacher was an important 
achievement, and my life’s wish. 

“Cortland made everything 
a reality. It established my self-esteem, my worth as an 
educator and gave me the satisfaction of reaching a goal. 

“Cortland, with its one main building located on top of a 
hill, enclosed its arms around me — comforted my anxieties 
through the understanding voices of professors, socially 
enhanced my self image through my peers and directed me 
on a path of knowledge and a quest to improve myself 
through education. 

“Cortland State Teachers College (as it was known) was 
a gift to me  — wrapped in new experiences, new ideas, 
extended philosophy, and an understanding of children and 
human behavior. 

“This gift allowed me to enjoy my profession and 
extended my career in helping others to find a window to 
the world around them through education and learning. My 
husband (Frederic Pierce) was also a special package found 
in Cortland — and my life became complete with children 
and grandchildren.

“The most important four years of my life were spent in 
the confines of this educational institution. My words of 
gratitude can’t truly be expressed to all the people who 
molded my future. 

“My parents were immigrants from Europe, and worked 
in a shoe factory. It was rare in those days that one would 
escape the same occupation as one’s parents. I did! I was 
privileged to graduate with honors from Cortland and was 
given the opportunity to live my life guided by the compass 
of education granted to me by SUNY Cortland.” 

As an administrator at the College, I’ve seen that same 
compass at work guiding current students and recent SUNY 
Cortland graduates. I’ve heard how it led generations of 
alumni to successful and fulfilling lives. And now, that 
compass is helping to guide me. 

Thank you, Mom and Dad. And thank you, SUNY 
Cortland.

Cortland’s compass stays true
BY FREDERIC PIERCE  Editor
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Beta Phi Epsilon reunion planned for 2013 
After years of discussion, the administration of SUNY Cortland 
has agreed to host a reunion of members of Beta Phi Epsilon. 

The event, to be held during Alumni Reunion 2013, will be 
limited to men who belonged to the fraternity before it was 
banned from campus and o"cially ceased to exist in 1995. 

Beta Phi Epsilon was founded in 1927 as a fraternity for 
Cortland men majoring in physical education. For decades, 
Beta brothers made enduring contributions on the College’s 
athletic teams and as members of campus community groups. 

Among Beta’s members are World War II veterans who 
liberated concentration camps, an Olympic medalist, and the 
former head of the United States’ aid e!orts in Kenya. Beta 
brothers have served their communities and country as 
teachers, coaches, administrators and other types of profes-
sionals. An astounding 87 brothers are C-Club Hall of Fame 
members, 15 are Distinguished Alumni and many have served 
on important College boards.

The reunion does not herald the return of the fraternity 
to campus as an active student organization, or signal a soft-

ening in the College’s stand on the unfortunate hazing events 
that led to its banning. Rather, it is driven by a desire to allow 
the hundreds of Beta members who had little to do with the 
problems that caused their fraternity to be banned to enjoy 
the same type of reunion event as the members of any other 
campus group. 

A similar reunion for Delta Kappa Beta, another  
banned fraternity with a long SUNY Cortland history,  
is planned for 2014. 

 “Many people currently on campus know Beta Phi Epsilon 
primarily as a fraternity that was banned for hazing and as the 
uno"cial namesake for unruly gangs of young men who 
continue to cause problems today,” President Erik J. 
Bitterbaum said. “But many older alumni also remember a 
very di!erent Beta, one made up of campus leaders and 
achievers who were an asset to the College and went on to 
have successful and highly respected careers.”

We cannot change history. We can, however, recognize 
the many positive contributions both Beta and Kappa made 
to campus during their decades at SUNY Cortland. The 
College looks forward to seeing members at future Reunions, 
when they return to Cortland and o"cially gather as brothers.

“. . . many older alumni . . . remember a  

very different Beta, one made up of campus 

leaders and achievers who were an asset to 

the College and went on to have successful 

and highly respected careers.”
— ERIK J. BITTERBAUM President
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Where we’ve been
Chapter Events
CORTLAND
Local Cortland alumni hosted a wrapping party for more than 
80 students and staff members at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY 
Cortland Alumni House on Dec. 1. The staff of each residence hall 
adopted one or more local Cortland families for the holidays. 

They raised money to purchase gifts for the parents to give 
to their children over the holidays. The graduates greeted them 
with hot cocoa, cookies, cupcakes and candies. As they wrapped 
gifts, students and alumni shared some stories about the holidays 
and their experiences at SUNY Cortland. Each student also was 
presented with a holiday-themed gift.

Also at the Parks Alumni House, 29 alumni and their guests 
dined on March 31. President Erik J. Bitterbaum gave a brief 
College update and introduced Thomas Hischak, professor of 
performing arts, as guest speaker. 

Hischak discussed the history of the Broadway musical 
“Violet” and answered questions from alumni. Graduates and 
guests had the chance to win SUNY Cortland raffle items 
including future tickets to an upcoming theatre event. Following 
the dinner, guests viewed the performance of “Violet” in the 
Dowd Fine Arts Center Theatre. 

LONG ISLAND
Alumni, students, family 
and fans attended the 
SUNY Cortland men’s 
lacrosse game versus 
Gettysburg College on 
March 10 at Burns Park 
in Massapequa, N.Y. This 
annual contest included a 
tailgate event supported 
by Joseph Lawless ’87,  
the Alumni Association, 
the College Store and 
parents of the lacrosse 
team players. 

A pre-game youth 
lacrosse clinic also was 
offered for local lacrosse 
players. The Red Dragons 
defeated Gettysburg,  
11-4, and student-athletes  
were greeted by the 

fans at the post-game tailgate for a well-deserved celebration. 
A special thanks goes out to Liberty Mutual for sponsoring the 
food for the tailgate and to Town of Oyster Bay Supervisor John 
Venditto, Assistant Deputy Commissioner of Oyster Bay Bobby 
McGreever, Massapequa High School Athletic Director John 
Piropato ’87, Tom Engelke of the Massapequa Lacrosse Club  
and all of the Oyster Bay Town staff for all their efforts to  
make this event a huge success.

NEW YORK CITY 
On March 16, Robert Vinal ’71 hosted an alumni gathering at 
Schaffer’s Tavern to reconnect with friends and fans of the Red 
Dragons baseball team. Later, they cheered on the Red Dragons 
during their game against CUNY College at Staten Island, N.Y. The 
Red Dragons defeated the Dolphins, 6-4.

SOUTHERN TIER
On March 31, alumni, family and friends enjoyed a buffet dinner in 
the Arena Club at the Broome County Veterans Memorial Arena 
in Binghamton. Guests enjoyed a complimentary drink, SUNY 
Cortland alumni giveaways and raffle prizes. After dinner, guests 
watched the defending Calder Cup Champion Binghamton 
Senators take on the Syracuse Crunch. The B-Sens lost in 
overtime, 2-1. 

SYRACUSE
On St. Patrick’s Day, the Syracuse Chapter hosted 29 alumni 
during their annual event at Mulrooney’s in Armory Square.  
Alumni and guests enjoyed a lunch buffet and were treated to 
a complimentary drink at the bar. Each attendee had a chance 
to win one of several Cortland-related prizes, including green 
St. Patrick’s Day themed shirts. With the St. Patrick’s Day parade 
marching right down the block, alumni were able to enjoy good 
food, great company and holiday entertainment.

Regional Events
FLORIDA REUNIONS
There were three opportunities for alumni to reconnect with 
old friends in the state of Florida this March. On March 1, Gloria 
Quadrini ’59, Alumni Board of Directors emerita member, hosted 
more than 35 guests in her Jupiter condo. Alumni were treated to 
cocktails and Italian hors d’oeuvres.

Thomas Tunney ’77 and Marion Wood Tunney ’76 hosted a 
new event this year at their home in the Villages. More than 40 
guests had the opportunity to reconnect with old friends and 
make new ones. Alumni had the chance to win several SUNY 
Cortland raffle items. 

Jim Cranfield ’61 and Susan Cranfield hosted a golf tourna-
ment and banquet in Nokomis at the Cayuga Lakes Golf Club. 
Forty golfers and more than 70 alumni and guests attended the 
dinner at the club. President Erik J. Bitterbaum attended all three 
Florida events to greet alumni and give a College update. The 
president also talked about the progress of Educating Champions: 
The Campaign for Cortland. The SUNY Cortland Alumni 
Association would like to thank all our hosts and hostesses for 
their assistance in making the Florida reunions such a success. 
Similar events in Florida are planned for Feb. 28 to March 2, 2013.
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Lou Pettinelli Jr. ’55
9415 Wickham Dr., Brewerton, NY 13029

WESTERN NEW YORK
David Dengler ’78

100 Ruskin Rd., Eggertsville, NY 14226

djdbflo@yahoo.com

Thomas Tunney ’77 and Marion Wood Tunney ’76 hosted a Florida 
Reunion event at their home in the Villages, Fla., on March 2. 
Attending, from the left, were Chuck Winters, Marion Tunney,  
Suzi Winters and Thomas Tunney.

 Joseph Lawless ’87 and his wife, 
Ellen, stop by the alumni tent for 
a photo during the 2012 SUNY 
Cortland men’s lacrosse tailgate 
party on March 10 at John J. Burns 
Park, Massapequa, N.Y.

Louis Chistolini ’65, on left, and Louis Pettinelli ’55 pose for a photo 
during the annual St. Patrick’s Day event on March 17 at Mulrooney’s 
of Syracuse.
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Special Events
CORTACA JUG 2011 
More than 350 alumni and guests watched the Red Dragons 
vanquish the Ithaca Bombers on the gridiron on Nov. 12 through 
various activities offered by the Alumni Affairs Office. 

Many obtained tickets through the annual alumni ticket 
lottery and enjoyed watching the action live. An intimate group 
of alumni enjoyed a Cortaca VIP experience with an elegant 
brunch at the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House, 
followed by charter bus transportation directly to the field. 
Others enjoyed the warm environment of the Parks Alumni 
House and watched the game on an 80-inch television. Finally, 
more than 100 alumni cheered on the Red Dragons in the New 
York City Chapter Cortaca party at Manny’s On Second.

No matter their location, all alumni were thrilled to watch 
the Red Dragons defeat the Bombers, 27-3, and celebrate the 
return of the Cortaca Jug to Cortland.

DINING ETIQUETTE DINNER
On Oct. 24, 25 alumni and community members returned to 
SUNY Cortland to share advice and talk about their personal 
career paths to the more than 70 students who attended. 

The program, hosted by the Alumni Affairs and Career 
Services offices in Brockway Hall Jacobus Lounge, also served to 
educate students on dining etiquette skills. Host Louis Larson, 
associate director emeritus of Career Services, led guests 
through a three-course meal while offering etiquette tips.

MULTICULTURAL ALUMNI REUNION
More than 70 alumni and students joined together for the 
Multicultural Reunion, held on Sept. 23-25. A powerful array of 
alumni speakers highlighted the weekend, delivering tips for 
success and making a call for intentional action.  

The weekend also honored Calvin Louis-Juste ’09, a 
respected and well-liked member of the alumni community  
who passed away in May 2011. 

Russell Ferguson ’81 delivered the weekend’s keynote address 
on “Building Intentional Relationships.” The director of diver-
sity management for the New York State Office for People with 
Developmental Disabilities, Ferguson shared experiences from 
more than 20 years of work as a diversity consultant and trainer.

Where we’re going
Chapter Events

Adirondack
A family style barbecue picnic at Antlers in Raquette Lake, 
N.Y., is planned from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, July 28. 

Join fellow alumni, family and friends for hamburgers, hot 
dogs, sausage with peppers and onions, macaroni salad, corn 
on the cob, salad bar and brownies. Members of the SUNY 
Cortland Alumni Association Board of Directors plan to be 
there to greet alumni. Attendees will have the opportunity to 
enjoy a boat tour and activities at Antlers such as canoeing, 
kayaking and swimming at the community beach. 

Look for picnic registration information and materials 
to be posted in the events section of our website at www.
cortland.edu/alumni.

Southern Tier
The SUNY Cortland Southern Tier Alumni Chapter will host 
alumni and their guests at the 14th annual Binghamton Mets 
baseball game and picnic on Saturday, Aug. 18. 

A pre-game picnic will feature a raffle of SUNY Cortland 
alumni apparel and other prizes. 

President Erik J. Bitterbaum plans to attend and give a 
SUNY Cortland update. He will greet alumni in the Maines 
Skybox. 

Look for updates in our e-newsletter Moments and on 
our website at www.cortland.edu/alumni.

Western New York
The Western New York Chapter will hold its annual 
Scholarship Golf Tournament on Sunday, August 19, at the 
Glen Oak Golf course in East Amherst, N.Y. 

A dinner and awards ceremony will precede the compe-
tition. All proceeds from the event will benefit the Western 
New York Chapter Scholarship Fund, which is awarded 
annually to a deserving Western New York student attending 
Cortland. This year’s scholarship will be awarded to Charlotte 
Heavern of Hamburg, N.Y.

Regional/Special

Hamilton 
The annual Hamilton Alumni Picnic is planned for Tuesday, 
July 17, at the home of Hank ’49 and Sallie von Mechow.  
SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum plans to join and 
give a brief update on the College. We look forward to seeing 
our local alumni and friends for a night of great food and 
wonderful company. 

California

President Erik J. Bitterbaum will visit alumni in San Diego, 
Long Beach, Santa Barbara, San Jose, Oakland and San Luis 
Obispo from Sept. 8 until Sept. 14. For a complete listing of 
the planned events, visit the alumni affairs website.

Homecoming
All alumni are encouraged to return for our Homecoming 
Weekend, from Sept. 14 to 16. A full weekend of events and 
athletic contests are planned. A Board of Governors/Student 
Activities Board alumni reunion will be held in conjunction 
with the weekend.

Lacrosse Weekend
Men’s lacrosse players from all eras will be invited to the 
Friends of Cortland Lacrosse: Celebration of Champions, a 
weekend devoted to Cortland lacrosse, from Friday, Oct. 12, 
to Sunday, Oct. 14. 

Many events are planned, including a golf outing, alumni 
lacrosse game and a scrimmage of the current team. The 
weekend also will kick off the Friends of Cortland Lacrosse 
fundraising initiative. 

To learn more and to see a complete listing of events, 
please visit www.cortland.edu/friends-of-lax. 

Cortaca Jug 2012
The Red Dragons will battle the Ithaca Bombers for the Jug 
on Saturday, Nov. 10, in the SUNY Cortland Stadium Complex. 
The Alumni Affairs Office this year will offer its annual ticket 
lottery by email only. To ensure you will receive notification, 
please check and update if necessary your alumni record by 
visiting www.cortland.edu/alumniupdate. To instead receive a 
lottery form by mail, please request one no later than Friday, 
Aug. 31, by calling (607) 753-2516. 

The Alumni Association plans many events for alumni to 
cheer on the Red Dragons together. To view the Cortaca Jug 
countdown clock and to learn more, visit www.cortland.edu/
cortaca. 

For updates, check the alumni online calendar at  
www2.cortland.edu/alumni/events

July
12-15 Alumni Reunion 2012, SUNY Cortland

17  Hamilton Area Picnic, Hamilton, N.Y.

27-29 Alumni Association Board of Directors Retreat, 
Raquette Lake, N.Y.

28 Antlers Alumni Picnic, Raquette Lake, N.Y.

August
18 Picnic and Binghamton Mets game, NYSEG 

Stadium, Binghamton, N.Y.

19 Western New York Chapter Scholarship  
Golf Tournament, Glen Oak Golf Course,  
East Amherst, N.Y.

September
8-14 Alumni receptions in California

14 Faculty and Staff Alumni Day, SUNY Cortland

14-16 Homecoming Weekend, SUNY Cortland

October
12-14 Friends of Cortland Lacrosse: Celebration of 

Champions Weekend, SUNY Cortland

19-20 C-Club Hall of Fame Weekend, SUNY Cortland

November
10 Cortaca Jug, SUNY Cortland Stadium Complex

calendar 
O F  E V E N T S

NEW YORK JETS RETURN  
TO CORTLAND

The SUNY Cortland Alumni 
Association will have the 
unique opportunity to host 
events in conjunction with 
the New York Jets in 2012. 

To be sure you receive information and invitations to 
these gatherings, please indicate your interest online 
and update your alumni record by visiting www.
cortland.edu/alumniupdate or call the Alumni A!airs 
O"ce at (607) 273-2516. 

General information about the New York Jets 
Training Camp at SUNY Cortland can be found at 
www.cortland.edu/jets. Please check this site often 
because information will be updated continually as 
plans develop.
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The SUNY Cortland Alumni Association is excited to host 
alumni from July 12 to 14 for its annual Alumni Reunion 2013. 

Many events are planned, including the annual golf 
tournament, class reunion dinners, cruises on the local 
Finger Lakes, receptions and banquets with President Erik J. 
Bitterbaum, and so much more. 

Learn more by visiting www.cortland.edu/reunion. As 
always, all alumni are invited, and the following reunion 
groups will be highlighted:

l Classes of 1943, 1948, 1953, 1958, 1963, 1968,  
1973, 1978, 1983 and 1988

l Nu Sigma Chi Sorority

l Beta Phi Epsilon Fraternity

l Half Century Club (alumni who graduated  
in or before 1963)

Alumni are needed to help plan the weekend. If you are 
interested in joining your class or Greek Reunion 
committee, please contact the Alumni A!airs O"ce at 
(607) 753-2516 or alumni@cortland.edu.

ALUMNI REUNION 2013
S A V E - T H E - D A T E :  J U L Y  1 2  –  1 4

Foundation Board chair honored as  
first-ever Presidential Champion

Brian G. Murphy ’83, the 
chair of the Cortland 
College Foundation Board 
of Directors and a highly 
successful venture capi-
talist in the health care 
field, received the first-
ever SUNY Cortland  
Presidential Champion  
of Excellence Award. 

Murphy, who was 
honored on May 12 during 

undergraduate Commencement, played a vital role in 
launching and steering the College’s current $25 million 
capital campaign, and has generously shared his skills and 
expertise to benefit both students and the greater 
SUNY Cortland community. The new award recognizes 
extraordinary service and leadership. 

As a member of the Foundation Board of Directors 
since 2005 and its chair since 2008, Murphy’s insightful 
leadership, financial acumen and dedication to the ideals 
of the College have been critical in establishing a vision 
for SUNY Cortland and supporting the student experi-
ences it o!ers. He chaired the committee that aligned 
the foundation’s fundraising goals with SUNY Cortland’s 
core strategic priorities.  

Murphy is the national chair of Educating Cham-
pions: the Campaign for Cortland and his behind-the-
scenes work has been key to its success. With more than 
a year remaining in the campaign, the College has already 
raised $22 million of its $25 million goal. 

Murphy served as foundation board chair during  
one of the toughest economic times since the Great 
Depression, yet he helped usher in a transformative era 
of fundraising for SUNY Cortland. By the end of the 
2010-11 fiscal year, the foundation’s endowment stood  
at an all-time high of $21.6 million.

Consistent with Murphy’s desire to encourage entre-
preneurism, he established an endowment fund to 
support a campus business incubator program. The 
initiative, still under development, will stimulate student 
and faculty entrepreneurial activities and eventually 
generate revenue for the College.   

Professionally, Murphy has more than 25 years  
of experience related to private equity, corporate 
management and development, focused primarily in 
health care services. He is a founding general partner  
of NewSpring Capital.

Murphy shared his insight and advice on the world 
of finance with SUNY Cortland students as a President’s 
Executive-in-Residence in 2005. Besides serving on the 
Cortland College Foundation Board of Directors, Murphy, 
a former SUNY Cortland basketball player, has personally 
hosted alumni events and served as an inspirational 
speaker for College athletes. He is a member of the 
College’s Lofty Elm Society and a charter patron of the 
Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House. He and 
his wife, Patricia Rhubottom, have established two schol-
arships at the College and are recipients of a College 
Philanthropy Medal.

native who initially felt out of place in the College’s rural, 
Upstate New York setting. “I think what Cortland did was make 
me feel comfortable going to another culture. A lot of people 
live in the United States and never leave the com munity  
they were born in. They never leave their comfort zone.” 

For most of her life, Hendricks’ comfort zone was her 
urban neighborhood in Brooklyn. Both of her parents were 
immigrants. Her father was from Jamaica. Her mother was 
born in Guyana. 

Hendricks was raised primarily by her grandmother, a 
Brooklyn teacher who encouraged her to pursue her dreams 
and work hard. The family struggled financially, especially 
during Hendricks’ younger years, but education was always 
stressed as the key to success.

As a teenager, Hendricks already had an idea that her 
future would involve reproductive health. She recalled having 
a very di!erent understanding than her peers on the preva-
lence of teen pregnancy, sexually transmitted illness and other 
women’s health issues common in her urban neighborhood. 

“The first day that I met Bianca, she made it clear that she 
was determined to bring better health to women who didn’t 
have access to the care that too many of us take for granted,” 
said Jena Curtis, an associate professor of health. “She sought 
out classes and volunteer opportunities that would allow her 
to develop her leadership and presentation skills. She infused 
herself and her experiences into all that she has done. Her 
level of commitment is impressive. She’s going to change the 
world someday.”

At SUNY Cortland, Hendricks was vice president of  
SUNY Cortland Women of Color, a campus group that  
advocates for women, especially those from under-repre-
sented groups. She interned for the Multicultural Life and 
Diversity O"ce, where she initiated “Onward & Upward,” a 
program to help women and minority students pursue a  
post-graduate education. 

During the College’s 2011 Women’s History Month  
Lecture Series, Hendricks presented a public talk on health 
issues facing women of color. At the College’s 26th annual 
Student Leadership Recognition Banquet, she was honored  
as an outstanding student leader.

Hendricks’ community involvement included volunteer 
work with groups like Habitat for Humanity of Tompkins and 
Cortland Counties. Habitat organized Hendricks’ student trip 
to Santa Rosa De Copan, a village in Western Honduras, 
where more than half the population lives in severe poverty. 

The eye-opening lessons learned during that experience 
were at the top of Hendricks’ mind a year later, when she was 

browsing through internship opportunities. The next chapter 
of her life became clear when she saw an opening with the 
Planned Parenthood Association of Ghana that was exactly 
what she was looking for. 

The additional cost of spending a semester in Africa posed 
a problem for Hendricks, an Equal Opportunity Pro gram (EOP) 
student whose means were limited. But not for long. 

Hendricks turned to Indiegogo, a website that allows 
people with ideas — start-up businesses, film projects, 
community improvements — to seek support from the public. 

She posted a well-developed proposal to raise money for 
her semester in Africa, and raised $800 from online donations. 
Combined with a scholarship from the SUNY Cortland Inter-
national Programs O"ce and support from EOP and several 
professors, it was enough to make the trip a possibility.

And for Hendricks, whose life is an example of over-
coming odds and stretching for big goals, possibility is what 
it’s all about.  

Hendricks 
continued from page 2
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Association names three Distinguished Alumni

T he SUNY Cortland Alumni  
Association will present its  
most prestigious honor, the 
Distinguished Alumni Award,  

to three graduates on Saturday, July 14, 
during the Alumni Reunion 2012 luncheon  
in Corey Union.
The 2012 Distinguished Alumni  
Award recipients are:

  Lawrence W. Fielding ’66, a professor of 
sport management and sport history at 
Indiana University who was named a 
research fellow by the North American 
Society for Sport Management.

  James T. Costa ’85, a professor of biology 
at Western Carolina University who 
serves as executive director of the High-
lands Biological Station.

The 2012 Distinguished Young Alumnus 
Award recipient is:

  Michael C. Draper ’03, a Massapequa (N.Y.) 
School District educator who is behind 
the successful peer mentoring program 
The Senior Nation.

Here’s a closer look at the three honorees:

LAWRENCE W. FIELDING ’66
Considered one of the 
founding fathers of the 
field of Sport 
Management, Fielding 
has distinguished 
himself as a research 
scholar in three 
academic disciplines: 
sport history, sport 
management and  
kinesiology.

While most sports historians were 
focusing on the relationship between sports 
and society and culture, Fielding analyzed the 
business of sports. He examined the perfor-
mance and practices of entrepreneurial 
sports organizations like the Harlem Globe-
trotters and analyzed trends in the sporting 
goods industry, athletics marketing, profes-
sional sports ticket distribution agencies and 
other sports-related businesses.

In addition to teaching, Fielding has 
directed Indiana University’s sports 
marketing/management program since 1996.

The former physical education major 
helped establish sport management degrees 
at the University of Louisville and at Indiana 
University. He was named the Young Faculty 
Researcher of the Year at the University of 
Louisville in 1978, and tapped as a research 
fellow by the North American Society for 
Sport Management in 2002.

Fielding said he was among the first group 
of Cortland students selected by Whitney 
“Pete” Corey ’43, the College’s Physical 
Education Department chair at the time, to 
present an undergraduate thesis in 1966.

“At Cortland, I quickly found that I 
needed to work in order to survive,” Fielding 
said. “I learned a lesson that stayed with me 
not just for my Cortland years but ever since.”

He went on to earn a master’s and 
doctoral degree in sport history from the 
University of Maryland, where he taught kine-
siology until 1975. Fielding then taught the 
same discipline at the University of Louisville 
for 22 years, serving as department chair from 
1986 to 1993. In 1995, Fielding joined the faculty 
of Indiana University, directing the kinesiology 
graduate program from 2002 to 2010.

He was a reviewer and editor for the 
Journal of Sport History during the late 1970s 
and early 1980s and served on the executive 
council of the North American Society for 
Sport History until 1987.

A native of Corning, N.Y., Fielding lives in 
Louisville, Ky., with his wife, Joan Ebtinger 
Fielding ’66. They have three grown children.

JAMES T. COSTA ’85 
A respected entomol-
ogist, textbook author 
and expert on the revo-
lutionary work of 
Charles Darwin, Costa 
has written two books 
and dozens of articles 
on insect and larval 
societies, population 
genetics, evolutionary 
biology and the historic 

biological scholar on evolution.
His 2009 textbook, Charles Darwin:  

A Facsimile of the First Edition of ‘On the 
Origin of Species’, was written for a general 
audience and seeks to help readers better 
understand the historical context, structure 
and content of Darwin’s masterwork.

 “I owe a debt of gratitude to my 
professors in the Biological Sciences 
Department and other departments at SUNY 
Cortland for giving me the foundation, 
helping set me on a most fulfilling, endlessly 
interesting career path,” said Costa.

As an undergraduate, Costa studied 
biology under Distinguished Professor 
Terrence D. Fitzgerald, who o!ered him his 
first opportunity to do research. The two 
now work as colleagues on breakthroughs in 
the understanding of insect behavior.

A SUNY Cortland Presidential Scholar, 
Costa earned a master’s degree in insect 
ecology and a doctorate in population 
genetics and behavior from the University  
of Georgia. In 1996, he completed a postdoc-
toral fellow in entomology at Harvard Univer-
sity’s Museum of Comparative Zoology.

Costa joined the faculty at Western 
Carolina University in 1996, becoming a 
professor of biology in 2005, the same year 
he was appointed to direct the Highlands 
Biological Station, a field research and nature 
center in the Appalachian Mountains.

Today, Costa teaches genetics, biogeog-
raphy, entomology, the origin of species and 
field courses in Hawaii and the desert 
southwest. His passion for Darwin and the 
history of evolutionary biology has led him 
to the Galápagos Islands and to England each 
summer, where he teaches in Harvard’s 
Darwin program at the University of Oxford.

He and his wife, Leslie, live in Collowhee, 
N.C., and have two sons.

MICHAEL C. DRAPER ’03
Draper, a Massapequa 
School District teacher 
for seven years, 
developed the Senior 
Nation, a yearlong 
project in which high 
school juniors and 
seniors teach important 
decision-making and 
health lessons to 
freshmen. 

“Without benefit of budget or stipend, 
Draper created a program born only out of 
his drive and his deep concern for children,” 
said Kevin Sheehan, an assistant professor at 
Molloy College. “…As a longtime consultant 
for Massapequa, I am not sure if I have ever 
witnessed a program that made a greater 
impact on a school district for less of a cost.”

The Senior Nation operates in two 
phases. During the first phase, Draper teaches 
upperclass mentors how to peer teach. They 
then travel by bus to the ninth grade building 
twice a week to teach lessons on topics such 
as evaluating choices and handling stress.

During the second phase of the program, 
freshmen students visit the high school’s 
main campus to shadow an upperclassman. 
The experience can contribute to a smooth 
transition when the younger students attend 
high school.

In its first year, 18 students participated in 
the peer-mentoring project. This year, 85 
students joined the Senior Nation, and the 
program continues to operate on a paper-
thin budget. 

Draper is adding teambuilding activities 
into the program, noting that SUNY Cortland 
did the same at the Center for Environmental 
and Outdoor Education Center at Raquette 
Lake for its student teachers when he was a 
physical education major.

“At Cortland, I had the opportunity to 
learn from great role models for teaching,” 
said Draper, mentioning SUNY Distinguished 
Service Professor of Kinesiology Joy Hendrick 
by name. “You could tell they cared about 
their students and that they were realists.”

The Long Beach, N.Y., resident also holds 
a master’s degree in education from Hofstra 
University and a Certificate of Advanced 
Study in educational leadership from Stony 
Brook University.

Draper, who also serves as a volunteer 
assistant coach for the Massapequa High 
School boys lacrosse team, played four years 
for the College’s men’s lacrosse squad, 
earning its Red Letter Award in 2003.

FILL OUT THIS FORM | DEADLINE: JAN. 31, 2013
Nominations for 2013 Distinguished Alumni, Distinguished Young Alumni and 
Outstanding Alumni Volunteer Awards are now being accepted by the SUNY Cortland 
Alumni A!airs O"ce. The awards are the highest honors that the Alumni Association 
can bestow upon graduates of SUNY Cortland. Established in 1968, as of this upcoming 
group of honorees, the Distinguished Alumni awards have been presented to 113 
graduates. In 1977, the Distinguished Young Alumni Award was introduced and, to 
date, 20 such graduates have been honored. Created in 1999, the Outstanding Alumni 
Volunteer Award has been presented to seven graduates.

All of these awards seek to recognize Cortland alumni for distinguishing themselves 
in their careers and communities, and/or rendering outstanding service to the College or 
Alumni Association. Distinguished Young Alumni Award winners must be under 35 years 
old and must have graduated in the last 10 years. 

Alumni nominated since 2011 who have not received awards do not have to be 
re-nominated. Nominations are active for three years, inclusive of the year of initial 
nomination. Distinguished alumni and young alumni awards will be presented at the 
Alumni Reunion 2013 Luncheon on Saturday, July 13, 2013. Outstanding volunteer awards 
will be presented at the 2013 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner.

Nominations may be made by filling out and submitting the form below or by 
visiting the Alumni A!airs O"ce website at www.cortland.edu/alumni and going to 
‘Awards.’

I WISH TO NOMINATE:

NOMINEE’S ADDRESS:

for the (check one):

 Distinguished Alumni Award

 Distinguished Young Alumni Award 

 Outstanding Alumni Volunteer Award

NOMINATION SUBMITTED BY:

IMPORTANT: Please include with this nomination form a letter of recommendation that 
strongly emphasizes how the nominee has distinguished himself or herself. If more than 
one nomination is submitted, please attach the extra names and supporting documen-
tation to this form. Please submit nominations by Jan. 31, 2013 to: Alumni Affairs Office, 
SUNY Cortland, P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045-0900.

Nominate an exceptional grad

Lawrence W.  
Fielding ’66

Michael C.  
Draper ’03

James T. Costa ’85
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Child connected with Leigh Stearns, an 
assistant professor of geology at the 
University of Kansas. Stearns had received 
three years of funding from the National 
Science Foundation to study Byrd Glacier in 
East Antarctica. Child was soon accepted into 
the school’s Ph.D. program. Under Stearns’ 
guidance, she became a member of the team 
charged with placing the 32 GIS units needed 
to track the slow and incremental move-
ments of Byrd, one of East Antarctica’s largest 
and least-studied glaciers. 

By using GIS, scientists can measure the 
speed at which glaciers change location and 
appear to change in elevation. Specifically, 
Child is interested in how the changing height 
of glaciers can be explained by the emptying 
and filling of glacial lakes hidden beneath 
them. When the lakes swell or drain, the 
glaciers rise or fall on their surfaces, giving the 
impression that the glacier is actually 
changing in size. 

In Antarctica, Child quickly learned, looks 
can be deceiving. 

She recalls the disorientation she felt 
disembarking from the crowded C-17 
transport plane that ski-landed on the packed 
snow surface of Antarctica. It wasn’t just the 
startling body blow given by the cold. 
Because of the continent’s vast expanses of 
emptiness, there are few landmarks to help 
judge distance. 

One of the first things Child saw, for 
example, was a mountain that looked to be 
no more than 10 miles away. It was actually 
more than 60 miles from the landing site. 
That’s a little like looking north up Interstate 
81 from Binghamton, N.Y., near the Pennsyl-
vania border, and being able to look past 
Cortland to see a mountain in Syracuse, N.Y. 

While in Antarctica, Child stayed at 
McMurdo Station, the National Science 
Foundation research center and, with a popu-
lation around 1,000, the largest community on 
the frozen continent. 

But not on her first night. 
All newcomers must immediately 

undergo survival training, an exercise known 
as “Happy Camper” that involves spending 
their first night in Antarctica trying to sleep 

outside in temperatures that routinely dip 
well below zero. 

“They want everyone to know what to 
do in case they get stranded,” Child 
explained. “They taught us how to dig a 
shelter out in the snow, but it looked like a 
grave to me, so I slept in a tent.”

After spending a night outdoors, Child 
was introduced to the harness and crampons 
that would become a routine part of her 
wardrobe during excursions. To teach new 
guests what to do if they fall into a crevasse, 
newcomers are lowered by rope into a deep 
crack in the ice and have to climb out. 

Stearns, the leader of Child’s team, broke 
her arm shortly before the trip and had to 
stay back, so Child and some collaborators 
from the University of Maine were on their 
own. Seasoned guides would accompany 
them on helicopter jaunts on and around 
Byrd glacier, and members of Child’s team 
would assemble the sturdy units and secure 
them to the underlying rock and ice. 

“Every time the helicopter landed, our 
guide would jump out and probe around to 
make sure the ground was solid and we 
weren’t stepping out into a crevasse,” Child 
said. “The guy I was with had been coming 
there for 30 years. He was great. We actually 
managed to finish early.”

That gave Child some time to explore 
Antarctica, including a trip to Cape Evans and 
the preserved hut built by the British explorer 
Robert Scott in 1911 as part of his ultimately 
fatal trek to the South Pole. 

The hut looks very much as it did when 
Scott left it more than a century ago, and is 
probably the world’s most di"cult-to-visit 
tourist attraction. The team’s original 
reindeer-skin sleeping blankets lie folded on 
the bunks. Tins of 100-year-old food line the 
kitchen shelves. And much of the early 20th 
century scientific equipment the expedition 
brought with them — considered state-of-
the-art at the time — sits as though the 
scientists had just stepped away. 

“Walking around inside, it’s a very eerie 
feeling,” Child said. “All of the original articles 
are still there.”

Of course, in Antarctica, a land of frozen, 
alien-planet landscapes and misbehaving 
compass needles, eeriness is always relative. 

Child and her guide pose after completing 
their fieldwork assignments early. Behind them 
stretches the forbidding, yet beautiful, Antarctic 
landscape. To their immediate right, not seen in 
the photo, is a yawning, 20-foot crevasse. 

Child and a colleague set up seismographic gear 
on the Antarctic ice. Her team used helicopters 
to reach 32 installation sites on and around Byrd 
glacier, with her mountaineering guide hopping 
quickly out after landing to check for hidden 
cracks that could swallow scientists. 

Antarctica 
continued from page 1 Alumnus honored for work  

in Cortland community
The SUNY Cortland College 
Council honored Bernard E. 
Thoma ’78, M ’80 with its  
2011 College-Community  
Appreciation Award, recog-
nizing decades of community 
development work that has 
helped make Cortland more 
vibrant, attractive and 
connected with the College.

Thoma, founder and owner of Thoma 
Ltd., in Cortland and a longtime member of 
the Cortland College Foundation, became 
the 30th recipient of the annual award. The 
honor was established in 1985 to formally 
recognize and thank local residents who 
have significantly assisted the College.

His work has fostered partnerships that 
encourage SUNY Cortland students to 
grow as citizens. His e!orts improved the 
local housing stock, encouraged business 
development and helped create a vital 
downtown with a true “college town” feel. 

 “He is exceptionally committed to the 
College,” said Raymond Franco ’72, M ’75, 
SUNY Cortland’s vice president for institu-
tional advancement. “Bernie believes his  
life was changed by his SUNY Cortland 
education. He serves on the foundation 
because he wants to ensure future support 
of students so others may be changed for 
the better through a college education.” 

Thoma joined the Cortland College 
Foundation Board of Directors in th 1994-95 
academic year, and has served ever since. 

In 1980, Thoma founded what is now a 
12-member consulting firm at 34 Tompkins 
St. Thoma Ltd. provides grant writing, 
planning and administrative services, princi-
pally to the public sector. 

Through his firm, Thoma  
has helped secure funding  
that improved the quality of 
a!ordable housing available  
in the city, including the  
reconstruction of Cortland’s 
landmark Clocktower Building 
and the student housing it 
provides. He is a leader in an 
e!ort to prepare a Cortland 

Comprehensive Plan, a blueprint for future 
development that stresses the need to 
o!er su"cient, high-quality o!-campus 
student housing while maintaining the 
city’s attractive, residential nature. 

As part of the Cortland Downtown  
Partnership Project, Thoma helped  
secure funding to renovate a building  
at 9 Main St. that was leased and 
reopened by the College as Main Street 
SUNY Cortland. That strong, downtown 
presence helps the College engage with 
the surrounding campus community.  
Many SUNY Cortland students take 
courses in the building, or base their 
community-related research projects  
and civic engagement endeavors there.

Over the past eight to 10 years, 
Thoma’s company has mentored student 
interns from SUNY Cortland, and an  
estimated 30 percent of his sta! are  
SUNY Cortland graduates.

Thoma grew up in Central New York, 
graduating from Liverpool High School.  
He earned a B.A. in 1978 and an M.S. in 
1980 from SUNY Cortland. His wife,  
Paula, earned a bachelor’s degree from 
SUNY Cortland in 1976, an M.S.Ed. in 1980 
and a Certificate of Advanced Studies 
(C.A.S.) in 2001.
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A quiet observer of the human condition
BY JENNIFER WILSON Associate Editor

Since the early 1990s, anthropol-
ogist Suad Joseph ’66 has jour-
neyed to a village of her native 
Lebanon to study how a group of 

8-year-olds have matured into young adults 
in the aftermath of a very long civil war. 

Her thoughtful research into their 
evolution as citizens of a nation with little 
left in the way of formal government 
structure or direction has proven very timely 
in light of other struggles that have wracked 
the Middle East in recent times.

“I basically have studied this group of 
children for 16 or 17 years, observing how 
they learn their rights and responsibilities and 
how they view their citizenship,” said Joseph, 
the founding director of the Middle East/
South Asia Studies Program at University of 
California at Davis (UC Davis), during a 
campus visit in April. 

“What was not surprising, but sad, is that 
there was a very limited sense of the state, 
that ‘You are Lebanese and it is your duty,’” 
Joseph said. “There wasn’t much of a 
commitment on the part of the parents to 
teach their children that they were Lebanese, 
part of the state and had duties to the state.”

Over the research period, a large number 
of the families of her study subjects fled to 
other countries including Canada and the 
United States. 

“I had lost the heart of my study and had 
to make the decision to shut down the study 
or to follow them,” Joseph said. “And I 
followed them. I’ve visited them in Canada 
and in the United States, and this part of the 
study has become equally interesting to me: 
Their trans-nationalism. What happens to 
them after they move? What changes in their 
notion of citizenship and nationhood? It 
actually has reconsolidated in one way or 
another in the diaspora.”

SUNY Cortland formally recognized 
Joseph, an international authority on the 
politicization of religious sects in Lebanon 
and the connections between religion, 
ethnicity and state, as the 11th inductee into 
the SUNY Cortland Academic Hall of Fame 
on April 2. The newest inductee addressed 
students at the President’s List reception, an 
event honoring the students who earned the 
College’s highest grade point averages the 
previous semester. 

Created in 2006, the Academic Hall of 
Fame honors SUNY Cortland alumni who 
graduated 10 or more years ago with magna 
cum laude or higher honors, and who have 
made significant contributions to society 
through their chosen professions. The Hall of 
Fame wall is located in the Old Main 
Dorothea “Dottie” Kreig Allen Fowler ’52,  
M ’74 Grand Entrance Hall.

Joseph’s very close-knit family, which 
included four brothers and a sister, Violet 
Joseph Nauseef ’63, were among the earliest 

immigrants from Lebanon to arrive in the 
Cortland community. Their parents were 
loving and supportive of their intellectual 
endeavors. With the support and encour-
agement of local schoolteachers, Joseph and 
all her siblings graduated from college and 
pursued careers as scientists or educators.

“If we had migrated to New York City, for 
example, I don’t think we would have had the 
same experience,” she said. “My parents 
could not have supported that many children 
through college. They did not have college 
educations but they insisted that we did well. 
They set the standard.”

Joseph finished at Cortland High School 
in 1962 and graduated magna cum laude with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education 
from SUNY Cortland in 1966.

“I would not have had the life I’ve had if 
not for my experience at (SUNY) Cortland,” 
she said. “Largely because the professors I 
had were so passionate about teaching and 
took such interest in specific students. They 
went out of their way not simply to impart 
knowledge, but to open up a whole world.”

Recognizing her potential, some of her 
professors began to prepare her for a future 
she hadn’t conceived.

“A professor of history at that time, 
Gerard Silverstein, and Ephraim “Hal” Mizruchi, 
a professor of sociology, both took me aside 
and at their own initiative o!ered me private 
tutorials, and without my knowing were 
actually preparing me for graduate school.

“They saw a student who was serious and 
who was interested and curious to learn, and 
they just took me under their wing. Without 
that I would never have had the career that 
I’ve had, because I would never have 
imagined sociology as a career.

“My first major was elementary education 
and I lasted about five weeks. I realized that 
wasn’t for me, and part of that was because I 
walked into classes with professors like 
Gerard Silverstein and he blew my mind. Oh 
my god, I needed to know more about this.”

Her parents permitted her to engage in 
extracurricular activities that dovetailed with 
her studies, and she became very active with 
the Student Education Association of New 
York, both at the campus and the state level.

“The first time I was ever on an airplane 
was for a conference for SEANY that was in 
Albany,” she said. “I was so terrified I didn’t 
tell my parents until I came back. Here I was, 
20 years old and I had never been on an 
airplane. That was a di!erent time.”

Physically small and studious, Joseph 
nevertheless stood out among her class-
mates, asserted Frank Ray, associate professor 
emeritus of history.

“Suad was an event, she was a student 
celebrity,” Ray said. “She was quiet but well-
known. She had a backbone like steel. She 
was extremely smart and going to go on  
and make her own life.”

Joseph earned a doctorate in anthro-
pology from Columbia University, having 
focused her research on the political devel-
opment of minority groups, political and 
urban anthropology, and the history and 
culture of the Middle East.

She served on the faculty of Hofstra 
University before joining UC Davis in 1976. A 
professor of anthropology and women and 
gender studies, Joseph studied the politici-
zation of religious sects in Lebanon and the 
connections between religion, ethnicity and 
government. That work led her to study the 
impact of women and family on religion  
and the state and their influence on how 
individuals became subjects of their political 
systems in the Middle East.

 Currently, she is analyzing how Muslims 
have been represented in United States print 
news media from the 1850s to the present.

Joseph founded the Arab Families 
Working Group, consisting of 16 scholars 
undertaking comparative, interdisciplinary 
research on Arab families in Palestine, 
Lebanon, Egypt and the U. S.; the Middle East 
Research Group in Anthropology, which 
became the Middle East Section of the 
American Anthropological Association; the 

Association for Middle East Women’s Studies; 
and a consortium of five universities in Egypt, 
Lebanon and Palestine with UC Davis.

She served as president of the Middle 
East Studies Association of North America 
from 2010 to 2011 and is currently past  
president of the organization.

Joseph is the founding general editor  
of the Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic 
Cultures (Print Edition 2003 to 2007) and 
EWIC Online (Online Edition 2010-on going). 
Her edited books include Gender and  
Citizenship in the Middle East (2000) and 
Intimate Selving in Arab Families: Gender, 
Self and Identity (1999). Her co-edited books 
include Women and Power in the Middle 
East (2001), which with several other works, 
have been translated into Arabic.

UC Davis honored her with its Graduate 
Mentor Award from the Consortium for 
Women and Research, the Distinguished 
Scholarly Public Service Award and the Chan-
cellor’s Award for Diversity and Community.

In 1994, SUNY Cortland’s Alumni Associ-
ation presented her with a Distinguished 
Alumni Award.

Joseph has shared her knowledge with 
SUNY Cortland faculty and students as a 
faculty-in-residence, and currently advises 
the Center for Gender and Intercultural 
Studies and the editors of Wagadu: A  
Journal of Transnational Women and 
Gender Studies.

Suad Joseph ’66

Seeking nominees for  
Academic Hall of Fame
The College’s Academic Hall of Fame Committee welcomes nominations from alumni  
for future inclusion in the institution’s pantheon of stellar achievers. 

In 2006, SUNY Cortland created a hall of fame dedicated to successful alumni who 
graduated 10 or more years ago with magna cum laude or higher honors, and who have 
made significant contributions to society through their chosen professions. 

Eleven inductees are currently honored in the special display in the Old Main Dorothea 
“Dottie” Kreig Allen Fowler ’52, M ’74 Grand Entrance Hall. Suad Joseph ’66 was inducted 
during the 2012 ceremony on April 2 in conjunction with the College honoring its President’s 
List students. Other members are: Thomas Buchanan ’74, Anne Knupp Crossway ’78, Ronald 
Dye ’76, Eileen Ja!e ’75, Stephen Langendorfer ’72, Wayne Marley ’75, Michael Morandi ’76, 
William Thomas ’82, Judith Treadway ’81 and Joyce Johnson Valenti ’77.

Nominations should be sent to Jerome O’Callaghan, Associate Dean, Arts and 
Sciences, SUNY Cortland, Cortland NY 13045 or jerome.ocallaghan@cortland.edu. Please 
include the candidate’s name, address and your letter of recommendation that strongly 
emphasizes how the nominee has distinguished himself or herself in their career.  
The nomination deadline is Aug. 30, 2012, for induction in 2013.

Suad Joseph ’66 met with aspiring young anthropologists at the Brooks Museum in Mo!ett Center on 
April 2 before she was inducted into the College’s Academic Hall of Fame.

“They saw a student who was 

serious and who was interested 

and curious to learn, and they 

just took me under their wing. 

Without that I would never have 

had the career that I’ve had . . .”
— Suad Joseph ’66
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BY MICHAEL BERSANI Sta! Writer

A rare painting from the mid-1800s that was rescued from a 
New York City refuse pile several generations ago now hangs in 
the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House.

As the saying goes, one person’s 
garbage is another person’s gold. 
Just ask members of the Van 
Hensbergen family, a clan with 

deep Cortland roots that last summer gener-
ously gifted a rare, 19th century landscape 
painting to the 15,000-square-foot mansion  
at 29 Tompkins St. in downtown Cortland.

The survival story behind the Thomas 
Chambers piece from 1850 seems incredible, 
given its value. In 2011 a Manlius, N.Y., art 
gallery o!ered an appraisal of $78,000 for  
the painting, which long ago had been  
abandoned in a pile of debris and later 
collected dust in an attic.

“It’s been everywhere,” said Lynn  
Van Hensbergen Meldrim ’70, a Cortland 
resident and one of the three Van Hensbergen 
children who delivered the gift to the Lynne 
Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House in 
August. “My grandfather grabbed it from  
the garbage, it’s been in my father’s garage  
and my mother’s cellar, and yet somehow  
it’s still in good shape.”

The painting entered the Van Hensbergen 
family through Meldrim’s grandfather, 
Theodore Van Hensbergen, a Dutch immigrant 
who settled in Castleton-on-Hudson, N.Y., and 

found work painting and hanging wallpaper. 
He obtained it from an Army colonel in 
Manhattan who was cleaning house and 
o!ering people his scraps, including unframed 
paintings on canvas, from a trash pile.

“My grandfather took two paintings,” 
Meldrim said. “One of them was the Thomas 
Chambers painting.”

Chambers, an English-born painter who 
lived from 1808 to 1869, is remembered for 
producing museum-worthy landscapes of 
the outdoors. A review in The New York 
Times once compared the images in his 
work to “chorus lines singing and dancing 
their hearts out.”

The “View of West Point” piece that now 
hangs in the Parks Alumni House measures 22 
inches by 30 inches and o!ers an incredibly 
detailed landscape view of the Hudson River. 
Everything visible in the oil painting — from a 
crooked tree stump to the reflections of sail-
boats to a far-o! glimpse of West Point — is 
meticulously placed. Even a tiny hunter in the 
foreground is painted with precision.

“My family shared an important 
connection with (the painting),” Meldrim said. 
“My mother shared it with all of us, all four 
of her children.”

In 1951, Meldrim’s parents, Raymond  
and Marjorie, moved to Cortland from  
the Hudson River Valley. They squeezed 
everything that they could into two trucks, 
including Meldrim, her three siblings and  
the paintings, which Raymond’s father  
had passed on to them.

“My father didn’t want to bring (the 
paintings) but my mother insisted,” Meldrim 
said. “So they brought them and they went  
in my parents’ cellar, never to be seen by  
any of us.”

It wasn’t until the mid-1970s that the rare 
painting reappeared. Meldrim married her 
husband, Thomas, in 1969 and in 1975 moved 
into a house on Lincoln Avenue in Cortland. 
Marjorie, Lynn’s mother, gave them the dusty, 
unidentifiable art to hang on their bare walls. 
The piece was so filthy that the Meldrims 
opted to keep it in their attic, Lynn said.

“You couldn’t even see what it was 
because it was loaded with dirt,” she said.

Over the next three decades, each Van 
Hensbergen sibling would hold on to the 
valuable painting. In the late 1970s, the now-
deceased younger brother Scott visited 
Cortland for Thanksgiving and Marjorie asked 
Lynn to fetch it from the attic. Meldrim gave 
her brother the painting and he took it home 
to Williamstown, Mass., where it was cleaned 
and appraised for $18,000 and eventually 
displayed in the library at Williams College.

Older brother Rick, who now lives in La 
Quinta, Calif., safeguarded the painting next 
and had it restored on the West Coast. He 
paid for 2,400 lithograph reprints and five 
canvas reproductions of the painting — one 
for his mother and one for each of the Van 
Hensbergen siblings.

In the 1980s, Jean Van Hensbergen 
Bascom ’59, the eldest sibling, borrowed the 
painting. She took it back to the East Coast, 
where she splits time between Penn Yan, N.Y., 
and her winter home in Pinehurst, N.C. She 
personally carted the Chambers piece back 
and forth between both locations.

When Marjorie Van Hensbergen passed 
away in 2010, she left the painting to her 
three surviving children. Too attached to sell 
it and not content with boxing it up in an 
attic, the Van Hensbergen children decided 
to permanently honor their mother’s legacy 
by gifting the Chambers painting to the Parks 
Alumni House.

The house, which celebrates its 100-year 
anniversary this year, was purchased by  
the SUNY Cortland Alumni Association, Inc., 
in 2004. Today, it lodges overnight guests  
and hosts special events for the College  
and the public.

“(Cortland) is where our family is from, 
where mom lived most of her life,” Bascom 
said. “This is the one place where we still 
gather when our relatives come.”

Her younger brother agreed.
“Our roots are here,” Rick Van Hens-

bergen said.
In September, Meldrim’s daughter, Betsy, 

held her wedding reception at the Parks 
Alumni House. The rare painting that had been 
passed around in her family for more than a 
half-century hung upstairs. Marjorie Van Hens-
bergen might not have attended the wedding 
in person, but she was there in spirit.

Richard Coyne ’07, the general manager 
of the Parks Alumni House, said the 
Chambers piece adds another unique tale to 
the mansion’s vault of stories.

“Every single artifact in the Parks Alumni 
House tells a great story,” Coyne said. “The 
Chambers painting does that on two levels. 
First, you have this story of Thomas 
Chambers, an accomplished artist. Then you 
have the story about the many miles the 
piece has traveled and the many hands that 
have held it.

“We’re so fortunate to be holding on  
to it now.”

Once trash,  
now treasure

A valuable 19th century painting made its way to 
the Parks Alumni House in August, thanks to the 
Van Hensbergen family. Marjorie Van Hensbergen, 
who passed away in 2010, left “View of West 
Point” to her three living children. They are Lynn 
Van Hensbergen Meldrim ’70, seated, Jean Van 
Hensbergen Bascom ’59 and Rick Van Hensbergen.

“The Chambers painting [tells a 

great story] on two levels. First, 

you have this story of Thomas 

Chambers, an accomplished  

artist. Then you have the story 

about the many miles the piece 

has traveled and the many hands 

that have held it.”
— Richard Coyne ’07,  

General Manager, Lynne Parks ’68  
SUNY Cortland Alumni House
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Parks Alumni House plans centennial celebration

BY MICHAEL BERSANI Sta! Writer

The Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY 
Cortland Alumni House turns 100 
this year, and the College plans 
to celebrate the local landmark’s 

centennial anniversary with a yearlong series 
of events beginning in August.

An open house function, several  
invitation-only receptions and an Alumni 
Reunion-related event in 2013 highlight the 
100-year anniversary’s schedule. Additionally, 
the Parks Alumni House will o!er a $100 
nightly rate between Sunday and Thursday to 
all alumni from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013.

“For nearly a century, this house has been 
one of Cortland’s sparkling gems,” said 
Richard Coyne ’07, the general manager of 
the Parks Alumni House. “The College and 
the community both claim a special 
connection to it, and it’s important to make 
this year the best one yet.”

Highlights of the celebration include:
A New York Jets reception in August. 
Alumni and friends of the College who 
have participated in the room-naming 
program at the Parks Alumni House and 
individual garden donors will be invited 
to an exclusive reception during the New 
York Jets training camp.

A homecoming brunch on Saturday, Sept. 
15. Charter patron donors for the Parks 
Alumni House will be invited to a brunch 
before the College’s football team hosts 
Western Connecticut State.
A holiday open house on Sunday,  
Dec. 9. All alumni are invited to tour  
the Parks Alumni House while it is  
decorated for the holidays. Light  
refreshments will be served and  
entertainment provided.

A 100-Year Anniversary Fund event  
in Spring 2013. Donors to the 100-Year  
Anniversary Fund will be invited to 
campus for a theatre performance  
and reception.
An Alumni Reunion 2013 event on 
Saturday, July 13, 2013. Members of class 
or a"nity groups that have o!ered gifts 
to the Parks Alumni House since 2004  
will be invited to a special reception 
during reunion weekend.
“When people visit, whether they’re 

current students or graduates or visitors  
with no ties to the College, they’re blown 
away by the beauty of the house, both  
inside and out,” Coyne said. “They’ve 
probably walked by it on Tompkins Street 
many times, but there’s a good chance  
some of them haven’t ventured inside.”

That’s because the Alumni Association, 
Inc., o"cially acquired the property in 2004. 
What started as a prominent family’s 
15,000-square-foot mansion in the early 1900s 
has turned into a hub for many SUNY Cort-
land alumni functions. With the feel of a cozy 
bed and breakfast and the flexibility to host 
outdoor gatherings, the house at 29 Tompkins 
St. now lodges overnight guests and hosts a 
range of events, including bridal showers, 
business meetings and weddings.

Construction of the house started in 
October 1912 and was completed in 
November 1913. The Wickwire family, which 
owned the Wickwire Brothers, Inc., a local 
steel plant that produced the wire for 
window screens, built it for $39,000.

The five-bedroom mansion stayed in  
the Wickwire family until 1992, when Jean 
Miller Biddle, the granddaughter of original 
owner Charles Wickwire, Sr., sold the house to 
Charles Gibson, a local financial advisor and 
former Cortland College Foundation board 
member. Gibson owned the house for 12 
years, then sold it to the Alumni Association.

A successful naming campaign followed 
over the next several years, through which 
alumni and friends of SUNY Cortland o!ered 
financial gifts to put their names on the house’s 
rooms and furnishings. In 2008, Nu Sigma Chi 
sorority sister Lynne Parks Ho!man  ’68 named 
the house and thus became the College’s first 
$1 million donor.

Over the past four years, the mansion has 
hosted political figures and their families as 
overnight guests, prominent alumni as dinner 
guests and wedding receptions for 12 grad-
uates. In the summer of 2010, ESPN opted to 
film an interview with New York Jets owner 
Robert “Woody” Johnson for the television 
show “E:60” in the Judy Wright Levine ’64  
and Max Levine Living Room.

“We’re in the midst of a very exciting 
time,” Coyne said. “As more people discover 
the house’s many capabilities, we’re sure  
to reach a point where the Parks Alumni 
House becomes one of the most visited 
spots on campus.”

Alumni or friends of the College who wish 
to contribute to the 100-Year Anniversary 
Parks Alumni House Fund will help o!set 
expenses such as general maintenance, 
equipment acquisitions and small renovations. 
Those who contribute $100 or more will be 
listed in a commemorative book that will be 
on permanent display at the house. 

Gifts to the fund should be addressed  
to the Cortland College Foundation, 
Brockway Hall, Room 317, SUNY Cortland,  
P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045. Checks 
should be made payable to the Cortland 
College Foundation, Inc., with the words 
“Parks 100-Year Anniversary Fund” written  
in the check’s memo section. 

For more information on the yearlong 
celebration of 100-year anniversary events, 
visit www.cortland.edu/alumni-house/100.  
To schedule a tour or a stay at the Parks 
Alumni House, call (607) 753-1561.

The Alumni Association, Inc., purchased the historic mansion at 29 Tompkins St. in 2004 from Charles 
Gibson, a local financial advisor (1964 photo courtesy of the Cortland County Historical Society).

Enjoy a wine cruise weekend
Looking for a unique way to enjoy a summer or fall getaway?  
The Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY Cortland Alumni House has the  
escape you have been searching for.
Enjoy a two-night stay, which includes a complimentary continental breakfast each morning, 
in one of our beautiful rooms. Experience the beauty of the Finger Lakes while taking a 
relaxing six-hour wine cruise on Cayuga Lake, departing from Lansing Park in Ithaca, N.Y. For 
your convenience, transportation will be provided to and from the dock. Guests will have the 
opportunity to visit four di!erent wineries. In addition, the captain will stop at a preferred 
restaurant along the lake. Have a fun and relaxing weekend with family or friends for the 
weekend-package price of $450 (plus tax) per couple.

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
 A two-night stay at the Parks  

 Alumni House.

 Continental breakfasts at the Parks  

 Alumni House each morning.

 Transportation to and from the dock.

 A six-hour wine cruise.

SET SAIL: 
 Sightseeing and a visit to three  

or four wineries.
 A stop at our preferred restaurant bistro, 

Thirsty Owl, or groups’ decision  
on the lake for lunch.

 Individual wine tasting fees of ($2 to $3 
per winery) are the responsibility of the 
guests. If wine is purchased at the winery, 
tasting fees are waived.

 Guests are allowed to bring their own 
food and beverages (ice will be provided 
to help keep food and drinks refrigerated).

 Ample space on board for storage of  
wine purchases.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS PACKAGE
www.cortland.edu/alumnihouse

Many student-related events, 
including the Adopt-A-Family 
holiday event organized by the 
College’s Alumni A!airs O"ce  
and Residence Life and Housing, 
take place at the Lynne Parks ’68 
SUNY Cortland Alumni House.
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Alumnus lacked sight, but led the way
BY MICHAEL BERSANI Sta! Writer

Roger Wallace Carlson ’54 shaped 
the world around him, despite 
the fact that he was unable to 
see it. 

Carlson, like many SUNY Cortland alumni 
from the early 1950s, decided to attend the 
College before stepping foot on its campus.

But unlike all other Cortland students at 
that time, Carlson graduated after four years 
of accomplishment without ever catching a 
glimpse of Old Main or his residence hall 
room in Brockway Hall.

The former recreation major is believed 
to be the first blind student to graduate from 
SUNY Cortland. He went on to become a 
successful businessman and a loving father 
and husband before passing away Feb. 15 at 
his home in Fort Pierce, Fla. 

For much of Carlson’s life, he navigated in 
a world that did not guarantee success for 
people with disabilities. At Cortland, 
however, the Jamestown, N.Y., native 
discovered opportunity.

“Administrators were willing to take a risk 
to allow him to be a student,” said Donna 
Carlson Sheehan ’83, his daughter and a 
former recreation major herself. “And from 
the stories I’ve been told, it was somewhat of 
an ordeal. It wasn’t a quick ‘yes’ or ‘no.’ There 
had to be a meeting and an interview and a 
discussion.”

Administrators at Purdue University, 
where Carlson went blind in 1948 after an 
infection, suggested their campus was too 
large and di"cult for a blind student to 
navigate, Sheehan said. Carlson was dejected 
but undeterred. He heard about the recre-
ation major o!ered at Cortland and met with 
administrators to discuss the feasibility of 
studying at the College.

After both sides agreed on their expecta-
tions, a 26-year-old Carlson enrolled at 
Cortland. He brought his seeing-eye dog, 
Dena, to campus and “took advantage of the 
social opportunities like any other student,” 
Sheehan said.

He wrestled during his spare time, 
traveled to Raquette Lake and took notes for 
his classes with a Braille tool, refusing to use 
his blindness as an excuse, Sheehan said. 
Whenever possible, he made people around 
him feel at ease with a joke or funny story.

Carlson told his daughter about a specific 
episode that took place on Main Street in 
Cortland. One night, on his walk home after  
a enjoying a few drinks downtown, he felt 
Dena slow down. A tad woozy, Carlson 
rested his arm on a light post.

“Dad said a policeman came up to him 
and said: ‘Sir, are you drunk or are you blind?’” 
Sheehan said. “Without missing a beat, my 
father replied: ‘I’m both!’”

Carlson graduated cum laude. He went 
on to enjoy a 56-year marriage with his wife, 
Marilyn, and managed his own ceramics 
business for more than 25 years.

“His story is very rare for that time,” said 
Janet Duncan, a SUNY Cortland associate 
professor of foundations and social advocacy 
who studies access opportunities for people 
with disabilities. “He was a true pioneer.”

Roughly two decades after Carlson grad-
uated, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 estab-
lished that institutions receiving federal funds 
could not discriminate against people with 
disabilities. The Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 took that legislation further.

 “Most blind students (during the 1950s) 
were receiving education, if they were 
receiving it at all, at the K through 12 level and 
in state schools for the blind,” said Chris 
Danielsen, a spokesman for the National 
Federation of the Blind. “Often, when they 
graduated from those schools, they were 
generally expected to go into professions 
that the schools had trained them for.

“So it was reasonably rare for a blind 
person to graduate from college.”

At Carlson’s Clay Shop, the ceramics 
business Carlson went on to own in 
Jamestown, N.Y., he depended on the 
honesty of his customers. They needed to 
report to him which items they were 

purchasing, Carlson added the costs up in his 
head and then he asked the value of the 
money they handed over.

“His lack of sight was never a handicap,” 
said Sheehan, who works in communications 
and marketing for the city of Winter Haven, 
Fla. “It was simply a nuisance.”

Everybody did their part in the Carlson 
home, Sheehan said. Her mother drove the 
family’s car. Sheehan and her siblings picked 
up the slack with regular household chores. 
And Roger Carlson, even without the benefit 
of sight, managed to build a room in his 
house’s basement. Often, friends and family 
members commented that someone forgot 
to tell him he was blind.

“My mother never viewed herself as 
marrying a blind man,” Sheehan said. “It was 
just another quality, something else that was 
there. . . .“My mom and everyone else who 
knew my dad fell in love with him for the 
man that he was, not because of or in spite 
of anything.”

When Sheehan began studying at 
Cortland in 1979, she shared her professors’ 
names with her father. He recognized some  

of them and mentioned he also studied a 
course taught by George McDermott,  
a distinguished professor emeritus.  
Sheehan introduced herself to McDermott  
as Carlson’s daughter and McDermott 
responded by talking about the profound 
impact that Carlson had on his teaching.

As a young professor, McDermott relied 
heavily on visuals such as slides and pictures, 
Sheehan said. He assumed everyone saw the 
same thing, until a student showed up in the 
first row of his class with a seeing-eye dog 
beside him. Teaching a blind student, 
McDermott told Sheehan, helped the 
professor explain his content more clearly.

“Isn’t that something?” Sheehan said. 
“Here my dad’s thinking that he’s absorbing  
all of the wonderful experiences at Cortland. 
“Actually, he’s made an impact of his own.”

College still 
sees access as 
a priority
Roger Wallace Carlson ’54 would be 
proud.

More than half a century after 
the blind recreation major graduated 
from SUNY Cortland, the College 
continues to promote accessibility for 
people with disabilities. The Inclusive 
Recreation Resource Center (IRRC) at 
SUNY Cort land was recently recognized 
for its contribution by the New York 
State Developmental Disabilities 
Planning Council.

The six-year-old center o!ers many 
services for people with disabilities and 
their families, most notably a massive 
online recreation database that provides 
accessibility information about hundreds 
of parks, museums, sports venues and 
other facilities across New York state.

All of the IRRC’s work is focused on 
one overarching goal: Help every person 
play wherever he or she chooses. Visit 
the center’s website at www.nysirrc.org.

Recreation expert receives honorary degree
Geo!rey C. Godbey ’64, a SUNY Cortland 
distinguished alumnus and one of the world’s 
leading authorities on leisure, recreation, 
public parks and tourism, received an 
honorary doctoral degree from the State 
University of New York during SUNY Cort-
land’s Undergraduate Commencement.

Godbey, whose research revolutionized 
the way leisure time is perceived and 
continues to influence both public policy and 
private development, delivered both the 
morning and afternoon commencement 
addresses on May 12.

“Cortland gave you the opportunity to 
succeed, and to do so with humility,” Godbey 
told the graduates. “Go out and succeed, 
making sure you have thought about what 
success is. Go out and change the world. It is 
your world now, a world full of extraordinary 
beauty and strangeness. May it fill you with a 
sense of wonder.”

Godbey graduated from SUNY Cortland 
in 1964 with a degree in recreation education. 
He served in leadership roles at the University 

of Waterloo in Ontario, Canada, and at Penn-
sylvania State University, where he earned his 
doctorate and spent most of his career. 
Godbey was a founding member and past 
president of the Academy of Leisure Sciences 
and a representative to the United Nations’ 
World Leisure Organization. 

His research, conducted over more  
than 40 years, illuminates how people use 
their time and has added significantly to the 
academic study of leisure and recreation. He 
is the author of 10 books and more than 100 
articles on issues that include time-use, aging, 
tourism, health and the future of recreation. 

His expertise on wellness, recreation and 
tourism is valued by the business world. He 
helped develop a series of exercise stations 
for older adults, served as advisor and 
spokesman for Hampton Inn’s tourism 
promotion and was a member of Hilton 
Hotel’s Leisure Time Advocacy Board. 

Godbey’s focus on the relationship 
between leisure activities, health and the 
barriers faced by individual ethnic or age 

groups has helped guide policy makers at the 
local, state and federal level, as well as leaders 
in China and Brazil. He has testified before 
committees of the U.S. Senate and a presi-
dential commission, and given presentations 
in more than two dozen countries. Godbey 
served as a consultant for the National 

Science Foundation, the U.S. Forest Service 
and the U.S. Department of the Interior. His 
research clients include the American Associ-
ation for Retired Persons and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation. 

The SUNY Cortland Alumni Association 
in 1987 recognized Godbey as a Distinguished 
Alumnus, its highest honor. He delivered the 
keynote address at the College’s annual 
Scholars’ Day event in 1998 and gave the  
prestigious Metcalf Lecture during the 50th 
annual SUNY Cortland Recreation 
Conference in 2000. 

“When we say SUNY Cortland educates 
champions, Geo!rey Godbey is the type  
of insightful and influential professional we 
have in mind,” President Erik J. Bitterbaum 
said. “His work has helped make the world  
a healthier and more enjoyable place for 
millions of people, regardless of age, culture 
or income level.”

 

Geo!rey C. Godbey ’64, an international 
authority on recreation and leisure studies, 
delivers the commencement address at SUNY 
Cortland’s 2012 graduation. Godbey received an 
honorary doctorate during the ceremony.

Roger Wallace Carlson ’54, believed to be the first 
blind student at SUNY Cortland, is shown in the 
recent image above as well as in the Didascaleion, 
SUNY Cortland’s yearbook, pictured below and to 
the left of his seeing-eye, Dena.



N A M I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  a t  S U N Y  C O R T L A N D

Ruth Hart Blanchard �’23 
spent half a century 
educating young children. 
Before her death in 

2001, this tireless children�’s advocate 
created a SUNY Cortland scholarship 
for early education majors.

So when her family decided to give 
the College a gift in her name, it made 
sense to recognize her achievement 
and contribution with a permanent 

memorial in SUNY Cortland�’s Child 
Care Center.  Now, a pla ue identi es 
the Ruth Hart Blanchard �’23 Gross 
Motor Skills Room in the center, and 
tells students and visitors a little about 
what made her so special in life. 

�“It meant a lot to me, and it 
meant a lot to my kids, who were 
all there at the ceremony,�” said Paul 
Blanchard, Ruth Blachard�’s son. �“They 
were very proud of her, and it is a 

great way to recognize somebody.�”
It is also a wonderful way to 

support SUNY Cortland�’s educational 
mission. The College�’s naming program, 
the rst fundraising effort of its kind 
ever approved by the SUNY Board of 
Trustees, gives friends and alumni an 
opportunity to create lasting campus 
legacies while helping their alma mater. 

It lets alumni deepen their connection 
with the College while helping future 

SUNY Cortland students receive the 
same kind of quality education that 
made a positive difference in their 
lives. The practice allows them to 
literally put their name on the campus 
landscape or pay tribute to a particular 
academic, athletic or arts program.

Tailored after the successful naming 
program created for the Lynne Parks �’68 
SUNY Cortland Alumni House, the campus 
program offers the same opportunities 

Create
a Legacy

Giving program makes alumni part of campus landscape

continued on page 14

Dowd Fine Arts Center
This is the hub of campus creativity, where a 
$22 million renovation began this year. Naming 
agreements will help Educating Champions, the 
Campaign for Cortland establish a performing 
arts enrichment fund.

 Main Theatre ................................$1 million

 Theater Lobby ..............................$100,000

 Practice Rooms ............................$10,000

Become a campus landmark
Pictured are examples of the naming opportunities available on 
upper campus. Many more can be viewed at the College website 
at www.cortland.edu/naming.

Bowers Hall
The College�’s science building is now undergoing 
a $43 million renovation to create new state-
of-the-art laboratories, classrooms and other 
facilities �— all of which will need a name. 

 Museum ...........................................$250,000

 Planetarium ...................................$100,000

 Laboratories ..................................$25,000 to $50,000

 Student Club Rooms .................$10,000
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Education Building
This new structure is home to the School of 
Education, which prepares more than half of all 
SUNY Cortland students for teaching careers. It 
includes a working day care center and preschool.

 Entire Building ...............................$3 million 

 Classrooms.....................................$40,000 to $50,000

 Playground pieces .......................$2,500 to $5,000

Interested?
Contact Planned Gifts Manager 

Peter VandeWoude at (607) 753-2518 or 

peter.vanderwoude@cortland.edu.

You may also reach out to 

Leadership Gifts Manager Michael Katz 

at michael.katz@cortland.edu or 

Leadership Gifts f cer Tina versano 6 

at tina.aversano@cortland.edu. 

Corey Union
This is the headquarters for student 
activities, the showcase for major events, 
the convergence of four dining areas and 
the host of group meetings for every 
imaginable campus interest.

 Function Room .............................$500,000

 Campus Radio Station..............$100,000

 Meeting Rooms ............................$25,000

for alumni, friends and organizations 
to establish a permanent legacy at the 
College, only on a much larger scale.

Literally hundreds of opportunities for 
naming campus buildings, rooms, sports 
facilities, galleries, residence halls and 
other physical assets are available, each in 
exchange for speci c levels of giving.  They 
range from just a few thousand dollars to 
name a piece of playground equipment at 
the Education Building to $7 million to put 
a name on the new Student Life Center 
scheduled to begin construction this fall. 

�“It was important to us that a wide 
variety of options be available so all 

interested alumni and College supporters 
can participate, regardless of their income,�” 
said Doug DeRancy �’75, M.S. Ed. �‘86, SUNY 
Cortland�’s assistant to the vice president 
for institutional advancement. �“We�’re 
happy to work with anyone who cares 
about the College to help nd a meaningful 
and affordable way to connect with the 
campus and help move it forward.�”

All gifts made under the program 
bene t Educating Champions  The 
Campaign for Cortland, the College�’s 
drive to raise $25 million by June 30, 2013. 
The campaign supports programs that 
further SUNY Cortland�’s four primary 
strategic goals  academic excellence, 
transformational educational experiences, 

personal and community well-being, 
and the wise use of resources. 

Those goals are shared by many 
alumni. But there are as many reasons 
for giving a gift, and for naming a 
particular physical piece of campus, 
as there are SUNY Cortland alumni.

�“As surely as my Cortland education 
left its mark on my life, so did Old Main 
leave its mark on my heart,�” said Dorothea 
�“Dottie�” Kreig Fowler �’52, M.S.Ed �’74, whose 
name now graces the grand entrance hall of 
the College�’s oldest building. �“What a joy 
it was to be able to claim a little bit of this 
oldest and beloved building as my legacy, 
knowing that deserving students would 
be assisted by my gift for years to come.�”

A full menu of naming opportunities 
and their respective gift levels is available 
on SUNY Cortland�’s website at  
www.cortland.edu/naming.

Naming Program
continued from page 13

Glass Tower Hall
SUNY Cortland�’s newest residence hall features four 
floors of quad doubles with kitchens on every floor, air 
conditioning and a fully equipped recreation room. It�’s 
where the New York Jets stay during training camp.  

 Entire Building ...............................$2 million 

 Residence Hall Lounges ............$25,000 to $50,000

 Residence Hall Rooms...............$10,000

Be remembered forever
Naming possibilities abound on middle campus, 
where thousands of students eat, sleep, play, 
learn and evolve into successful graduates.
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Learn more about naming opportunities

Park Center
This multi-purpose sports facility is a 
familiar venue for nearly all SUNY Cortland 
athletes. It offers four gymnasiums, an ice 
arena, an Olympic-sized pool, a gymnastics 
area, dance studios and workout rooms.

  ce rena ........................................$500,000

 Wrestling Room�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…$100,000

 Squash Court�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…�…..$10,000

Student Life Center
This $56 million structure will become the new 
focal point of campus life. Is scheduled to start 
Construction this fall. This unique complex will 
feature a diverse range of athletic and recreational 
pursuits and a 300-seat dining area.

 Entire Complex.............................$7 million 

 Recreational Pool .........................$500,000

 Golf Simulator Rooms ..............$15,000

Stadium Complex
This landmark structure is home field for nationally 
ranked SUNY Cortland teams and host of the annual 
Cortaca Jug competition. It is where the New York Jets 
holds summer training camp. 

 Entire Complex .............................$4 million

 Track ..................................................$250,000

 Locker Rooms ...............................$50,000 to $100,000

Alumni and friends of SUNY Cortland 
aren�’t limited to naming physical 
assets. They can also leave an indelible 
mark on scholarships, faculty 
positions, academic programs, 
schools, departments 
and other non-tangible, 
but essential, aspects 

of a SUNY Cortland education. For 
information, go to   
www.cortland.edu/naming-programs.

Programs

Touch future generations
Stay in the game forever by taking advantage 
of the unique naming opportunities on SUNY 
Cortland�’s lower campus, home to the College�’s 
premiere fitness, sports and recreation facilities.

Places
A complete list of hundreds of opportunities 
for all interests and incomes is available 
on SUNY Cortland�’s website. Go to

www.cortland.edu/naming  
or  

Scan this QR code



Camp Huntington
Huntington Staff House 

Built in 1888 to accommodate 12 staff members, this 
impressive structure continues to house faculty and 
staff who accompany students.

 Entire Building ...............................$500,000 

 Living Room ...................................$25,000

 Bedroom Fireplace(s) .................$7,500

Durant Cabin 
Now used for educational and historic tours, this 
historic structure was built by William West Durant, 
the camp�’s developer and original owner. 

 Entire Cabin ...................................$500,000

 Living Room f ce....................$30,000

 Porch .................................................$12,000

Chalet 
This unique, two-story cabin was built in 1882.  
The first floor is now a historic recreation of  
Adirondack life from more than a century ago.

 Entire Building ...............................$500,000

 Front Porch ....................................$15,000

Ropes Course 
Strung high above the forest floor, this course 
challenges individuals, hones teamworking skills 
and creates lifelong memories.

 Entire Course .................................$25,000

 Individual Elements ....................$5,000 to $10,000
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RAQUETTE LAKE
Center for Environmental and Outdoor Education at

l d h h

h

fl h

Antlers
Casino Building

The focal point of the seven-building education 
center and wilderness staging area, the century-old 
Casino now features Antler�’s primary classroom space. 

 Entire Building ...............................$500,000

 Classroom ......................................$50,000

 Front Porch ....................................$12,000

 Fireplace ..........................................$7,500

One of the many student 
opportunities that set SUNY 
Cortland apart from other colleges 

is its outdoor education facility, nestled in the 
heart of the Adirondack Mountains. 

The center is composed of historic 
Camp Huntington, a 40-building compound 
accessible only by boat or ice road, and Antlers, 
a former hotel complex on the picturesque 
shore of Raquette Lake. Positive educational 
experiences at the center have changed the 
lives of thousands of Cortland students. 

Now, as the College moves to dramatically 
increase programming and student access to 
the center through the creation of an initial 
$1.5 million endowment, proud alumni have 
many opportunities to leave a lasting mark of 
their own.



BY JENNIFER WILSON Associate Editor

For an astonishing 42 years, high school students 
have learned about nature firsthand in the 
pristine beauty of the Adirondacks …. courtesy  
of SUNY Cortland.

Many of those students developed a lifelong love  
of science, nature and the outdoors. Some went on to 
experience it all again, this time as degree-seeking  
SUNY Cortland students. 

Douglas Pens ’67, M ’71 established a tradition carried 
forward by many SUNY Cortland graduates in physical 
education and secondary education. As teachers, they would 
land jobs and later create programs to allow high school and 
middle school students to experience sunrises and sunsets in 
the lee of majestic Blue Mountain at the College’s Environ-
mental and Outdoor Education Center at Raquette Lake.

The tradition, anchored by New Hartford Senior High 
School, where Pens was a teacher, remains strong. During 
the 2010-11 school year, 470 youth from 17 school groups 
participated in programs at Huntington Memorial Camp or 
Antlers or both. All of the groups were led or accompanied 
by SUNY Cortland graduates who had become teachers  
and brought their classes to the Adirondacks to experience 
the same hands-on learning that transformed their own 
college experience. 

Robert Rubendall, director of the Center for Environ-
mental and Outdoor Education, estimates that between  
20 and 25 graduates have used the center this year as an 
outdoor classroom for their students.

“The storyline of Cortland graduates in physical 
education and education bringing their high school and  
even middle school students here is an important one to  
the Raquette Lake Outdoor Education Center,” Rubendall 
said. “It helps influence interest in attending SUNY Cortland 
and provides a way for the outdoor/environmental educa-
tional spark ignited during college to play out in the teachers’ 
careers in New York.”

That spark has helped illuminate a wide variety of 
learners. 

“From my own struggles as a student, I tried to see 
learning from the perspective of a student where ‘things 
were not always clear,’” said Pens, explaining his motivation 
for creating a class with a unique field studies component 
that involved exploring the alpine wilderness. “Even though 
my classes had students who ranged in ability from low to 
honors, I constantly challenged myself to ‘work’ the subject 
matter in such a way as to appeal to all.” 

Pens retired in 2000, turning over a program that remains 
a beacon to the rest.

“Students in these programs are changed in many ways 
when they are here,” Rubendall said. “First and foremost, 

they learn what it means to live in a community with 
structure, responsibilities and privileges. They know 
they are lucky to be able to use this magnificent 
facility and enjoy the direct interaction with nature 
in the woods, on the trails and on the water. 

“For many, it’s their first time in the Adirondacks, 
the first time they have seen deer running through 
the woods, or the Milky Way at night,” he said. 
“They are often amazed at what they can do and 
derive self-confidence from the challenges they 
overcome as individuals and a group.”

The College recently rea"rmed its commitment 
to the 64-year-old Outdoor Education Center at 
Raquette Lake by making the properties and 
programs a major focus in the $25 million Educating 
Champions: the Campaign for Cortland. 

Even in di"cult financial times, parents and 
school districts in the region have continued to send 
pre-college teenagers to Raquette Lake, sometimes 
with the help of local fundraising or state grants, 
Rubendall said. That dedication has helped the 
center maximize its shrinking resources.

“Their presence provides business for us midweek in 
spring, fall and winter, when we don’t have as many SUNY 
Cortland groups who can attend,” Rubendall said. “The 
revenue that is brought in by these groups does help 
maintain the year-round operation of the center for our 
students as well.”

The tradition of pre-college outings to the center began 
in 1970 when Pens, an eager and promising new instructor at 
New Hartford Senior High School, traveled to Raquette Lake 
with his wife, Eileen Davies Pens ’68, to ask the center 
director, the late George Fuge ’48, for permission to bring 
high school seniors to camp.

“I must have been persuasive, because he finally said yes,” 
Pens recalled. “New Hartford High was to be the first public 
school to come to Camp Huntington. The two-hour ride 
home became very quiet, as I realized the responsibility I 
now had: to the College, to my high school, my students and 
myself. Wow, what had I done?”

Pens had proposed to design and teach one of the coun-
try’s first high school ecology courses, for which none of the 
50 state education departments he contacted could o!er a 
curriculum. Starting from scratch, Pens included the kind of 
fieldtrip experience that had been so important for him.

After graduating from SUNY Cortland with a bachelor’s 
degree in early secondary science, and earning a master’s 
degree from his alma mater in education, Pens taught science 
at Cortland Junior High School and Stimson Junior High 
before landing what would become a 30-year career at New 
Hartford Senior High School. 

His groundbreaking education trips to Raquette Lake 
initially focused on field biology, water chemistry, nature 
studies, animal behavior, astronomy and geology. The 
students were enthusiastic and constantly challenged Pens.

“One thing I did not expect was how this science trip 
began to evolve right before my eyes,” Pens said. “Students 
would ask me about the history of the Adirondacks. I could 
not help that much, but I told them I would find out. They 
would approach me with a poem they were writing about 
this trip and asked for input; again it was out of my comfort 
zone. Students would sit down by the dock sketching Blue 
Mountain, again asking for help.” 

Pens’ science trip was morphing into a wide-ranging 
outdoor education program. He continued to focus on 
science but added English, Adirondack history, art and 
photography, and later — with the Project Adventure course 
— a physical education teacher. 

Pens’ program continued successfully for 30 years, 
involving nearly 4,000 students and 90 di!erent teachers. 
The College periodically sent biology, recreation and physical 
education majors to join him as willing observers and sta!. 

The New York State Board of Regents awarded Regents 
credit to New Hartford High School’s Ecology class. Students 
could also receive three undergraduate college credits 
through SUNY Cortland.

New Hartford’s program of science and outdoor 
education continued under another teacher. The latest 

BY FREDERIC PIERCE Editor

Laura Platt ’12 was always an outdoors person. 
But it wasn’t until she spent two weeks 

studying biology deep in the Adirondack Moun-
tains at SUNY Cortland’s Center for Environ-

mental and Outdoor Education that she began finding a 
career path that might let her stay outside most of the time.

“It definitely influenced me to get more involved with 
field research — or adventure research as I like to call it,” 
said Platt, a biology major and recreation minor. “I realized I 
didn’t have to choose between the outdoors and scientific 
research. I realized I could do both.”

Laura, who graduated this spring, traveled to Raquette 
Lake about a dozen times; for student government lead-
ership conferences, for courses to complete her recreation 
minor and as a volunteer kayaking instructor. And she’s just 
one of thousands of SUNY Cortland students whose lives 
have been touched by the College’s unique, historic jewel. 

“I got really, really close with my professors and the other 
students,” said Cheryl Ringer ’12, an English major who went 
to Raquette Lake twice for writing workshops. “It was great 
not having distractions and being able to hone in on what 
you’re trying to write. Not having a phone for a weekend 
may sound scary, but it’s great.”

It’s an experience that SUNY Cortland would like to give 
all of its interested students. To achieve that, the Cortland 
College Foundation seeks to raise $1.5 million to support the 
Raquette Lake Endowment Fund as part of Educating Cham-

pions, the Campaign for Cortland, the College’s drive to raise 
$25 million by June 30, 2013.

Raquette Lake gifts will not be used to repair buildings 
or erect new structures. The College has already set aside 
$1 million to improve and expand facilities at both historic 
Huntington Memorial Camp and Antlers. The transfer of 
Antlers’ ownership to the foundation from SUNY Cortland’s 
Auxiliary Services Corporation will be done this summer. 

Instead, gifts from alumni, friends, faculty and sta! will 
endow a fund to help students overcome transportation 
and other access issues. The endowment also will allow the 

College to increase the number of courses taught at the 
Center for Environmental and Outdoor Education and more 
fully integrate the Raquette Lake experience into the life of 
the College. 

 “SUNY Cortland’s Raquette Lake experience is an educa-
tional adventure that can open eyes and change lives,” Pres-
ident Erik J. Bitterbaum said. “Transformational education 
is one of our core priorities, and we want to give all our 
students an opportunity to develop an appreciation for 
the natural world, discover a passion for healthy, outdoor 
pursuits and commit themselves to environmental sustain-
ability.”

Supported by a strong endowment, the center will host 
College orientation programs and student retreats. It will 
promote lifelong learning through the development of more 
recreational programs for students, faculty and alumni. 

Traditionally, students with majors in the departments 
of art and art history, biological sciences, childhood/early 
childhood education, geology, history, physical education 
and recreation, parks and leisure studies have had an 
opportunity to learn-by-living at SUNY Cortland’s rustic 
Adirondack complex. If the campaign is successful, greater 
numbers of students from all of those fields — and many 
more — will be able to participate.

“It’s amazing,” said Ringer, recalling the time she spent 
with students and instructors at Raquette Lake. “You get 
to see everybody in real life. It’s not just 50 minutes in a 
classroom.”

Expanding Cortland’s Adirondack adventure

Raquette Lake lures high schoolers

High school students in the New Visions Environmental Science class taught 
by Timothy Sandstrom ’76, an Onondaga-Madison-Cortland BOCES teacher, 
engaged in “service learning” by knocking snow o! a rooftop at Camp 
Huntington during the snowy winter of 2010-11. 
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continued on page 25

Laura Platt ’12 relaxes after reaching a scenic spot near an 
Adirondack mountaintop.
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Retirements
LAWRENCE ASHLEY 
retired in December 
2010 after 38 
years of service to 
SUNY Cortland. 
He was designated 
professor emeritus of 
philosophy.

Ashley, who 
helped shape inter-

disciplinary education at the College, joined 
as an instructor in 1972. He was promoted  
to professor in 2001.

As chair of the Philosophy Department 
from 1996 to 2000, Ashley coordinated a 
longtime general education required course, 
Modern Western Thought. He was one of 
the originators of the general education 
requirement for multiculturalism in the 
curriculum. He taught courses in the history 
of philosophy, logic, cinema, multicultural 
education, interdisciplinary education and 
technology in education. Ashley spearheaded 
educational initiatives related to technology, 
and using Internet resources to teach issues 
in gender, race and class.

He was SUNY Cortland’s United 
University Professions (UUP) chapter pres-
ident from 2001 to 2009 and served on the 
union’s Statewide Grievance Committee for 
several years. Ashley also co-chaired the local 
Clean Up Rosen Brothers (CURB) community 
project, which won a $50,000 grant from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to lead 
a cleanup of the Cortland toxic waste site.

Ashley received his bachelor’s degree in 
philosophy from the University of Chicago. 
He earned a doctoral degree in philosophy 
from Duke University. 

He and his wife, Patricia, live in Cortland.

SHEILA G. COHEN 
 retired from SUNY 
Cortland in December 
2010 after serving the 
College for 23 years. 
She was designated 
associate professor 
emerita of literacy.

Cohen received 
her Ed.D. in curriculum 

and instruction from the University of 
Kentucky. She has an M.A. in human devel-
opment from Fairleigh Dickinson University 
and a B.A. in psychology from the City 
College of New York.

She taught in the New York City and 
Monroe-Woodbury school districts before 
serving as an assistant professor in reading 
at Sam Houston State University in Texas. 
Cohen joined SUNY Cortland’s Education 
Department faculty in 1987 as an assistant 
professor and was promoted to associate 
professor in 1991.

Cohen chaired the Literacy Department 
during the 2008-09 academic year. She 
also directed what is now the Center for 
Gender and Intercultural Studies and orga-
nized campus visits by Simba Maasai cultural 
performers from Kenya, in 2004 and 2007. 
She helped secure a $500,000 grant to bring 
the “Live From the Heart of New York” music 
appreciation program to campus. 

Cohen obtained a National Endowment 
for the Humanities grant for “The Big Read,”  
a 2008 multi-generational literacy series. 

She also organized a Student Literacy 
Corps; co-founded the SUNY Cortland Chil-
dren’s Museum; and helped to forge partner-
ships with Blodgett School in Syracuse, N.Y., 
and the Center for the Arts in Homer, N.Y. 
In 2006, she was honored with the College’s 
Leadership in Civic Engagement Award. 

Cohen lives in Cortland, N.Y., and serves 
on the UUP Executive Board. She is president 

of the Cultural Council of Cortland County 
and coordinates College Reading Educators. 
Cohen is also vice president of the Seven 
Valleys Reading Council, and works with the 
citizen’s group Gas Drilling Awareness for 
Cortland County on issues related to the use 
of hydraulic fracturing. 

DOUGLAS  
DERANCY ’75,  
M.S.ED. ’86, who has 
served SUNY Cortland 
for 26 years in alumni 
a!airs and fundraising 
executive positions, 
retired on May 31.

He was designated 
as director emeritus of 

alumni a!airs and assistant emeritus to the 
vice president for institutional advancement.

DeRancy worked to establish beneficial 
relationships with SUNY Cortland’s 68,000 
alumni. His friendship with John Fantauzzi ’58 
developed into the College’s largest gift: a  
$6.5 million commitment that provides  
dozens of scholarships.  

DeRancy was involved closely in the 2003 
acquisition of the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY 
Cortland Alumni House in Cortland and its 
transformation into a bed and breakfast and 
major venue for campus and alumni events. 
He spearheaded the major fund drive among 
alumni, faculty and friends that established 
a $1.7 million endowment to support the 
house’s upkeep, including a $1 million naming 
gift from Lynne Parks Ho!man ’68. 

Since 2009, DeRancy has served as the 
assistant to the vice president for institu-
tional advancement, a position that was 
created as the College undertook Educating 
Champions: The Campaign for Cortland, 
to raise $25 million among alumni, friends, 
faculty, sta! and corporate partners by 2013. 

From 1999 until 2009, he was executive 
director of alumni a!airs, providing leadership 
and direction for the College’s Alumni A!airs 
O"ce and the Cortland College Alumni Asso-
ciation, Inc. 

DeRancy joined the College in 1986 as 
director of alumni a!airs. He was promoted 
to director of alumni and foundation a!airs 
in 1989. While managing day-to-day opera-
tions, he oversaw the growth of the annual 
fund o"ce and served as executive director 
for the Cortland College Foundation. 
During his 10 years leading the foundation, 
he established the College’s first major gift 
and planned giving programs and headed 
a reorganization that made it the College’s 
lead fundraising entity. The reorganization 
supported the College’s first-ever capital 
campaign, which in 2003 reached its $10 
million goal.

DeRancy served for many years on the 
College’s C-Club Board of Directors. Before 
working for SUNY Cortland, DeRancy was 
executive director of the Cortland County 
Youth Bureau for 10 years. 

He and his wife, Deborah, live in Scott, N.Y. 

DANIEL DRISCOLL, 
 who served the Math-
ematics Department 
at SUNY Cortland 
for almost 50 years, 
retired on Jan. 1. He 
has been designated 
professor emeritus of 
mathematics.

Driscoll earned 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Toronto, a master’s degree from Bowdoin 
College, and a doctorate from Syracuse 
University.

He taught mathematics and coached 
basketball and football at Fabius High School 
for seven years before joining the College 
in 1962, continuing a teaching career that 
spanned nearly 57 years. 

Driscoll was promoted to professor 
in 1983. He chaired the Mathematics 
Department for six years, from 1989 until 
1995, and served for two years as assistant 
dean of arts and sciences.

Driscoll authored or co-authored 
numerous scholarly articles that appeared in 
a variety of professional journals. He served 
on oral examination committees and as an 
external reader for doctoral degree candi-
dates at Syracuse University.

He and his wife, Sylvia, live in Fabius, N.Y.

RALPH T. DUDGEON, 
a well-known scholar 
and major researcher 
in trumpet perfor-
mance who served 
SUNY Cortland for  
27 years,  will retire on 
Aug. 31. He has been 
designated professor 
emeritus of music.

Dudgeon is a leading authority on the 
history and music of the keyed bugle and on 
historically informed musical performance 
practice. Dudgeon received a 2005 Chancel-
lor’s Research Recognition Award and a 2006 
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Schol-
arship and Creative Activities.

Dudgeon earned a B.A. in music 
education and an M.A. in trumpet perfor-
mance from San Diego State University. 
He also completed graduate studies in 
performance at Aspen School of Music 
and received a Ph.D. in musicology from 
University of California, San Diego. He 
undertook post-graduate study in trumpet 
performance and conducted with interna-
tionally acclaimed performers.

He taught high school music for 11 years 
in California and was an associate professor 
for five years at University of Texas.

He joined SUNY Cortland’s Music 
Department in 1985. Promoted to professor 
in 1994, he chaired the department from 
1997 to 2000. Dudgeon co-authored the 
current musical theater major and the reor-
ganization of the former theater and music 
departments into the current Performing Arts 
Department. He developed courses in world 
music, jazz, and music history. 

Since 2004, Dudgeon has served as  
principal trumpet with the Colgate University 
Orchestra. From 1993 to 1994, Dudgeon 
served as acting director and curator of the 
Streitwieser Foundation Trumpet Museum in 
Pottstown, Pa. Each year since 1996, he has 
devoted two months as a research consultant 
to the Instrumentenmuseum, Schloss 
Kremsegg, in Austria.

His published books include The Keyed 
Bugle (1993) and Das Flugelhorn (2003). He 
wrote two chapters for The Cambridge 
Companion to Brass Instruments (1997), 
and his refereed articles and reviews have 
appeared in key professional journals. 

Dudgeon has appeared throughout the 
United States, Europe, Canada, Mexico and 
China as a trumpet soloist and conductor. 
His debut solo album, “Music for the Keyed 
Bugle,” was the first full-length recording 
devoted to the keyed bugle. 

He and his wife, Virginia Dudgeon, a SUNY 
Cortland lecturer III emerita of childhood/
early childhood education, live in Homer, N.Y.

JOSEPH F. GOVERNALI, who served SUNY 
Cortland for more than 36 years, retired in 
November 2010. Governali, who continues 
to teach part-time at the College, has been 
designated as professor emeritus of health.

In 2005, Governali received a State 
University of New York Chancellor’s Award 
for Excellence in Faculty Service.

Governali earned a bachelor’s degree in 
physical education from Manhattan College 
and taught elementary physical education 
in Three Village School District in Setauket, 
N.Y., from 1966 to 1970. He earned his 
master’s degree and Ph.D. in health education 
from University of Illinois and was a health 
education consultant with the American 
Medical Association from 1972 to 1974.

Governali joined SUNY Cortland’s Health 
Department as an assistant professor in 
1974. He was promoted to professor in 1984. 
One of SUNY Cortland’s longest serving 
department chairs, he oversaw the Health 
Department for 24 years, from 1979 to 1980 
and from 1981 to 2002.

Governali led the department’s e!orts  
to re-register its programs with the New York 
State Education Department (NYSED), secure 
reaccreditation from the National Council for 
the Accreditation of Teacher Education and 
write the new Health M.S.T. program. 

His College-wide service covered a broad 
spectrum of committees. For more than 
three decades, Governali served as a member 
of the Faculty Senate.

A presenter at state and national confer-
ences, Governali is the author of 23 published 
articles in juried journals. He served on 
several editorial review boards  and as a 
manuscript reviewer for professional journals. 
He received several multi-year grants from 
the Metropolitan Life Foundation, NYSED 
and the U.S. Department of Education to 
present workshops on wellness and health 
education to hundreds of teachers. 

Governali was instrumental in founding 
and then serving as president of the Cortland 
chapter of Phi Kappa Phi, the national all-
discipline honor society.

He has been involved with several 
community health initiatives and had served 
as board president of Family Counseling 
Services of Cortland County. Governali also 
was a consultant for the NYSED Bureau 
of Drug Education, chaired numerous 
committees for several state health organiza-
tions and was a program evaluator for Crouse 
Hospital in Syracuse, N.Y. He is a longtime 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
American Lung Association of Central New 
York and a past president.

He and his wife, Nancy, reside in Cortland.  

THOMAS LICKONA, 
an internationally 
recognized leader in 
character education 
who served the 
College for 40 years, 
retired in July 2011. He 
was designated as 
professor emeritus 
of childhood/early 
childhood education.

Lickona continues to direct the College’s 
Center for the 4th and 5th Rs (Respect 
and Responsibility). Its education news-
letter, excellence & ethics, is distributed to 
educators around the world.

He was recently honored by the Univer-
sidad Anahuac Mexico with an honorary 
doctorate in recognition of his contributions 
to children and youth. 
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Lickona earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Liberal Arts English from Siena College, a 
Master of Arts in English from Ohio State 
University and a Doctor of Philosophy in 
Psychology from SUNY Albany.

A developmental psychologist, Lickona 
joined SUNY Cortland in 1970 to direct a 
federally funded teacher education program, 
“Project Change,” which won a national award 
for excellence in teacher education. From 
1978 to 1980, he served as a visiting professor 
at Harvard and Boston Universities. 

Lickona is the author or editor of several 
books on moral development and character 
education, including Educating for Character, 
which received a 1992 Christopher Award. 

In 1994, Lickona founded the Center for 
the 4th and 5th Rs. Its Summer Institute in 
Character Education since has trained more 
than 5,000 educators from 40 states and 20 
countries. The center’s work was the subject 
of a New York Times Magazine cover story, 
“Teaching Johnny to Be Good.”

In 1996, Lickona was invited to speak at 
the White House Conference on Character-
Building for a Democratic and Civil Society. 
In 2001, the national Character Education 
Partnership honored him with a lifetime 
achievement award.

Lickona obtained more than $2 million in 
foundation and federal grants in support of 
his work at SUNY Cortland.

ELLEN R. PATERSON, who served the College 
for 35 years, retired in December 2010. She 
was designated as librarian emerita.

Paterson earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing and Library Science and a Master of 
Library Science in Medical Librarianship from 
SUNY Albany. She completed a certificate in 
advanced studies in library and information 
science from SUNY Albany.

From 1973 to 1975, she was a science 
reference librarian with Bates College in 
Maine. She joined SUNY Cortland in 1975 
as an assistant librarian and was promoted 
to senior assistant librarian in 1980 and to 
librarian in 1992. In addition to her service 
to the College, she compiled, organized and 
annotated three textbook bibliographies 
published by Whitston, reviewed textbooks 
and films on human health and sexuality for 
several publications and wrote articles on 
how librarians enhance learning.

Paterson served as president of the  
SUNY Librarians Association from 1983 to 1984 
and planned programming for the Eastern 
New York Academic and College Research 
Librarians. She was on the YWCA Board of 
Directors and served as program chair for the 
Cortland Health Systems Council.

Paterson lives in Homer, N.Y., with her 
husband, Michael.

MARY WARE, who 
served SUNY Cortland 
for 41 years, retired in 
December 2010. She 
was designated as 
professor emeritus of 
foundations and social 
advocacy.

Ware assumed 
interim dean and asso-

ciate dean duties three times since 1989. She 
served as interim dean of graduate studies 
from 1989 to 1991, interim associate dean 
of professional studies from 1995 to 1996 
and interim associate dean of education 
from 2005 to 2006. Ware also chaired the 
Education Department, now the Childhood/
Early Childhood Education Department, from 
1997 to 1998.

Hired as an instructor in 1970, she was 
promoted to professor of education in 1983. 
In 2002, she joined the Foundations and Social 
Advocacy Department faculty. Over three 
decades, she helped shape the curriculum of 
her departments by creating new courses and 
pioneering new teaching formats. 

A Computer Advisory Committee 
member, Ware ran a children’s on-campus 
computer camp and coordinated the com -
puter applications minor during its early years.

Elected to the University Faculty Senate 
in the 1970s, Ware served as SUNY Cortland’s 
senator for parts of the next three decades, 
including as vice president of the statewide 
organization from 1997 to 1999.

She was a member of several College 
and statewide committees and wrote many 
articles, book chapters and papers. 

Ware was elected to the Homer Central 
School District Board of Education in 1990 
and served for nine years. The district created 
the Dr. Mary Ware Conscience of the Board 
Award in her honor.

Ware and her partner, Mary F. Stuck, a 
professor of sociology and the assistant dean 
of arts and sciences at SUNY Oswego, reside 
in Homer, N.Y.

C-Club honors achievers

The nation’s first woman four-star general and one of the longest-serving coaches 
in the National Football League are among the seven new members who will be 
inducted into the SUNY Cortland C-Club Hall of Fame during its 44th annual 
banquet on Saturday, Oct. 20, in Corey Union.

THE 2012 HONOREES ARE:
John “Jack” LaBombard ’63, a former Cortland conference wrestling champion who 

coached the Queensbury (N.Y.) High School wrestling team to 394 victories in 31 seasons;
Tony Seaman ’65, who won 263 games and two National Coach of the Year honors as a 

30-year collegiate men’s lacrosse head coach at Towson, Johns Hopkins, Penn and C.W. Post;
Ann Dunwoody ’75, a former Red Dragon gymnast and tennis player who is the first 

female four-star general in the history of the United States military and was the winner of the 
NCAA’s top honor, the Theodore Roosevelt Award, in 2011;

Rick Armstrong ’79, a three-time All-America wrestler and 1978 NCAA Division III 
158-pound champion who has enjoyed a long and successful career as wrestling coach at 
Walton (N.Y.) High School;

 Paul Alexander ’82, an Academic All-America o!ensive tackle at Cortland who has 
served as an assistant coach with the NFL’s Cincinnati Bengals since 1994 and as the team’s 
assistant head coach since 2003;

Tracey Armstead ’86, a five-time women’s track and field NCAA champion and 14-time 
All-American who has coached and taught in the Ithaca (N.Y.) City School District since 1986;

Fran Elia, Cortland’s sports information director since 1992, will be an honorary inductee.
In addition to Saturday night’s o"cial ceremony, the inductees also will be introduced at 

halftime of the Cortland-Rowan football game earlier that afternoon.
Established in 1969, the C-Club Hall of Fame recognizes Cortland alumni who competed as 

athletes at the College and who have since distinguished themselves in their professions and 
within their communities. Honorary members are recognized for their long and significant 
contributions to SUNY Cortland athletics. New C-Club members have been added annually 
and this year’s ceremony will bring the Hall of Fame roster to 225 alumni and 26 honorary 
members.

Details will be shared on the SUNY Cortland C-Club Hall of Fame website at a future date.

C-Club Hall of Fame
NOMINATION FORM

The Hall of Fame was established in 1969 to recognize and honor those men 
and women associated with SUNY Cortland athletics who, through their 
e!orts and accomplishments both as student-athletes and later in their 
professional lives, have brought great honor and distinction to the College. 

On special occasions, non-alumni have been recognized as honorary inductees into 
the Hall of Fame for their outstanding devotion and loyal service to the College 
athletics program.

C-Club Hall of Fame nominations may be submitted by anyone. In order to be 
considered by the C-Club Board of Directors the nominator must send a detailed letter 
of recommendation with the nomination form.

NOMINEE’S NAME 

HOME ADDRESS 

CITY STATE  ZIP 

HOME PHONE 

EMAIL 

IF A CORTLAND GRADUATE, LIST CLASS YEAR 

m  CHECK HERE IF AN HONORARY NOMINEE 

NOMINATOR 

HOME ADDRESS 

CITY  STATE  ZIP 

HOME PHONE  

EMAIL 

IF A CORTLAND GRADUATE, LIST CLASS YEAR 

Once an individual’s Hall of Fame nomination form and nominator’s letter of recommendation 
have been received, the athletics director will send the nominee a Cortland C-Club Hall of 
Fame candidate information form.

Please submit nomination materials to Athletics Director, SUNY Cortland,  
P.O. Box 2000, Cortland, NY 13045-0900 by Jan. 15, 2013.

Earn Rewards
and show your Red Dragon Pride!
Now you can help the SUNY Cortland Alumni Association.
A percentage of every purchase you make with your SUNY Cortland Alumni Association 
Select Rewards Visa® Card goes to support important programs and services 
provided by the SUNY Cortland Alumni Association.
Plus, you earn rewards points that can be redeemed for almost anything! 

 
 

2 
 

 
Choose Your Own Rewards program 

3 zero fraud liability4  
 

Travel Accident Insurance and more

APPLY TODAY!
Call (888) 327-2265 ext. 73028 or visit 
usbank.com/SUNYCortland
1 Bonus points will be awarded when you use your new Visa Card for the first time. Bonus points will only be awarded to new accounts. 

2 Accounts must be open and current to earn and redeem points. 3 Some limitations apply. Details are 
provided to cardmembers. 4 U.S. Bank provides zero fraud liability for unauthorized transactions. Cardholder must notify U.S. Bank promptly 
of any unauthorized use. Certain conditions and limitations may apply. 
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1938 1952
REUNION 2012

Los Angeles Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa in October appointed 
Joseph “Joe” Halper to the City 
Planning Commission, a quasi-
judicial body that hears appeals of 
City Planning Department decisions. 
One of Harlan “Gold” Metcalf’s 
three original recreation majors, 
Joe headed several of the largest 
urban park and recreation systems 
in the country, including those in 
New York City, Westchester County 
and Nassau County in New York 
state and in Los Angeles County in 
California. His second textbook in 
the field of recreation administra-

tion, co-authored with Jay Shivers 
of University of Connecticut, was 
released by Ruthledge Publications 
in January. The text is titled Strategic 
Recreation Management. Joe lives in 
Pacific Palisades, Calif., with his wife, 
Arline Rimmer Halper ’57. They have 
three sons and 12 grandchildren, who 
periodically have enjoyed the alumni 
camps at Raquette Lake.

1953
Norma Young Rhodes and 

Robert Rhodes this spring celebrated 
the 60th anniversary of their first 
date in the location where it took 
place, the Community Restaurant 
in Cortland. The Cortland Standard 
published a March 31 feature article 
about their lasting romance.  

1956
R. Bruce Allison ’56, M ’57, the 

man who Lacrosse Magazine credited 
in 2008 with “changing the sport 
forever” and making “the NCAA 
Men’s Lacrosse Championships a 
festival that is the highlight of every 
season,” was inducted on Oct. 29 
into the National Lacrosse Hall of 
Fame. Bruce was among six national 
figures in the sport to enjoy this 
honor at a ceremony held at The 
Grand Lodge in Hunt Valley, Md. He 
was the head lacrosse coach and 
director of athletics for both Union 
College and the Colorado School 
of Mines. A former president of the 
United States Lacrosse Association 
and the United States Intercollegiate 
Lacrosse Association, Bruce has been 
cited for developing and imple-
menting the NCAA lacrosse playoff 
system and for forming the Rocky 
Mountain Intercollegiate Lacrosse 
League. Paul, inducted into the 
Lacrosse Hall of Fame in 1999, is the 
current head lacrosse coach at Union 
College and a Cortland C-Club Hall of 
Fame member. Richie, inducted into 
the National Lacrosse Hall of Fame 
in 1983, played lacrosse at Cortland 
in the spring of 1956 before he trans-
ferred to Maryland. Richie was the 
Cornell lacrosse coach for many years, 
and his 1971 lacrosse team won the 
first NCAA championship. In addition 
to Paul, Bruce joins six previous SUNY 
Cortland alumni inductees: James 
F. Burke ’78, Joseph A. Cuozzo ’59, 
Stanley Kowalski ’69, Michael A. 
Messere ’66, Michael J. Waldvogel ’71 
and David J. Urick ’70.

1957
REUNION 2012

Friends met in the spring in 
Stuart, Fla., for a round of golf 
and to relive fond memories of 
Cortland. They included Charles 
“Charlie” Davison, Frank Yozzo ’59, 
Alfred “Fred” Pisano ’61, Richard 
“Dick” Zuck, Joseph “Joe” Cuozzo 
’59, Ronald “Ron” Benizio ’61 and 
Andrew “Andy” Oleski ’69.

1958
Last fall, a group of Nu Sigma 

Chi sisters and friends from the Class 
of 1958 met at the Hilton Hotel in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., to celebrate 
their 75th birthdays, writes Louise 
DaMassa Sessa. John Zanetti and 
Sharon “Shay” Geary Rumsey 
hosted a fabulous welcoming party at 
John’s beautiful home. Highlights of 
the three days included touring the 
greater Saratoga Springs area, visiting 
restaurants and museums, making 
shopping excursions, exercising and, 
above all, reminiscing about their 
very special years at Cortland. The 
75th birthday bash took place at the 
Gideon Putnam Hotel and a farewell 
breakfast was held at the Hilton. 

1959
Ronald Black was inducted 

into the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association 
Hall of Fame in August. An adminis-
trator at Akron Central School, Ron 
served as the association’s president 

from 2006-08 and as the Section VI 
president for two terms. For nearly 
40 years, he worked in Section VI 
schools, as a teacher and administra-
tive assistant to the district principal 
at Holland Central School and as a 
principal in the Akron (N.Y.) Central 
School District. An Orchard Park, 
N.Y., resident, he was appointed a 
long-term seat on the association’s 
Championship Advisory Committee 
and served on its Strategic Planning 
Committee. As a youth, he played 
four sports at Buffalo Technical 
High School then played soccer at 
SUNY Cortland. He later coached 
the freshman soccer team at Penn 
State University, where he earned a 
master of science degree. Ron has a 
doctorate in education from SUNY 
Buffalo and certificates in specializa-
tion in education administration and 
school district administrator from 
Niagara University. He was honored 
by the School Administrators 
Association of New York State with 
a 1991 Administrator of the Year 
Award and a 1992 New York State 
Distinguished Secondary Principal 
Award. The New York State Athletic 

HOW TO SEND CLASS NOTES
We enjoy hearing from you and encourage you to continue sending  
us your news. Please use our online form, available at www.cortland.
edu/alumniupdate. Those without Internet access should send  
information to the Alumni Affairs Office, SUNY Cortland, P.O. Box 
2000, Cortland, NY 13045. The copy deadline for the fall Columns 
edition is Sept. 1, 2012.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please withhold written submissions announcing your important life 
accomplishments until after the fact, when we will gladly report your 
promotion, marriage, new baby, etc. For weddings, please include the 
date, city and state, spouse’s full name and pre-marital last name. For 
births, kindly include the exact date of birth. 

WEDDING PHOTOS AND OTHER IMAGE POLICIES
Given the volume of photos and electronic images submitted to us, 
not all material can be used. High-resolution, digital color images are 
preferred. Submissions that are blurry, poorly lit, pixilated, or grainy 
are not likely to be published. We are unable to use PDFs, images 
embedded in text files and in previously printed news and magazine 
clippings. Please adjust digital cameras to the highest quality setting in 
order to meet our minimum size standard of 1 MB (megabyte) for small 
portraits and 3 MB for group shots.

We reserve the right to select images for publication based on 
available space, photo quality, timeliness and the number of Cortland 
graduates shown in the photo (weddings). Please send your photos 
when announcing your wedding, as we will not publish a photo for 
nuptials previously announced in Columns.

Class Notes

The Cortland C-Club Hall of Famer R. Bruce Allison ’56, M ’57 shared an image of 
himself and two former classmates and fellow Lacrosse Hall of Fame members. 
Meeting for the occasion were, from the left, Paul Wehrum ’72, Bruce and former 
SUNY Cortland classmate Richie Moran.

Carolyn “Cookie” Cooke ’66 writes 
that in September she visited with 
Syrilda Carrabine Helgren ’38, 
shown above, at the Helgren home in 
Larchmont, N.Y. “She was a swimmer, 
diver and dancer while at Cortland,” 
Cookie writes of her friend.

Norma Turnbull Riley ’48 of Cortland was reunited with her junior high school 
physical education teacher, Irene Motyka Hartung ’39, in November at Irene’s home, 
Parkrose Estates Senior Living Residence in Liverpool, N.Y., writes Carolyn “Cookie” 
Cooke ’66, who helped reunite student and mentor. “This teacher was the one who 
inspired Norma to go to Cortland to become a PE teacher, too.”

Louise DaMassa Sessa ’58 writes that attending last fall’s Nu Sigma Chi gathering, 
were, seated from the left, Shirley Smalls Hornbeck, Louise and Shannon “Shay” 
Geary Rumsey ’58; and standing, Margaret “Peg” Roach Kennedy, Edith “Edie” 
Gardiner Reardon, Carol Walsh Lowell, Patricia “Pat” Stayley Ryan, Agnes “Aggie” 
Gallagher Hartigan and Mary Anne Ono! Trapanese.
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Administrators Association recog-
nized him with a 1992 Distinguished 
Service Award.

Joseph “Joe” Cuozzo was 
inducted into the New York State 
Public High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame at a ceremony held in Lake 
Placid, N.Y., in July. He coached high 
school lacrosse on Long Island for 42 
years, amassing a record of 747 wins 
and 100 losses. His teams won eight 
state championships, seven at Ward 
Melville High School and one at Mt. 
Sinai High School.

In October, John E. Nyilis  
ran the Marine Toys for Tots Half 
Marathon, which started at the 
Colonie Town Park and ended at 
the Corning Preserve in downtown 
Albany, N.Y. “My daughter, Colleen, 
flew from San Diego to run the race 
with me,” John wrote.

1960
Barbara “Bobbie” Kilian 

Bern stein was honored twice 
over the past year for her blood 
donations. While donating at the 
Florida Blood Services in Largo, Fla., 
local Channel 9 featured her on their 
“Everyday Hero” segment. On Feb. 23, 
2011, Bobbie donated her 100th gallon 
of blood. She was thrown a surprise 
recognition lunch. Attending were 
phlebotomists who have drawn her 
blood over the years.

1962
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Maureen O’Rourke Murphy, a 
faculty member at Hofstra University, 
was among four individuals to receive 
an honorary doctorate on Dec. 1 from 
the National University of Ireland. 
The Joseph L. Dionne Professor of 
Curriculum and Teaching in the School 
of Education, Health and Human 
Services at Hofstra, Maureen was a 
Fulbright Fellow at University College, 
Dublin from 1965 to 1966. A member 
of the Hofstra University faculty since 
1969, she served as dean of students 
from 1984 to 1993 and interim dean of 
the School of Education, Health and 
Human Services from 2005 to 2008. 
A past president of the American 

Conference for Irish Studies and 
a past chair of the International 
Association for the Study of Irish 
Literatures, Maureen was one of 
the six senior editors of the prize-
winning Dictionary of Irish Biography 
published in nine volumes and 
online by the Royal Irish Academy 
and Cambridge University Press in 
2009. She directed the New York 
State Great Irish Curriculum Project 
(2001), which won the National 
Conference for the Social Studies 
Excellence Award in 2002. The histo-
rian of the Irish Hunger Memorial 
in Battery Park City, she presently 
is serving in the same capacity with 
the Mission of Our Lady of the 
Rosary/Watson House Project. She 
edited four editions of A Guide to 
Irish Studies in the United States 
and Irish Literature: a Reader (1987, 
rev. ed. 2006) with James MacKillop. 
She also edited Asenath Nicholson’s 
Annals of the Famine in Ireland 
(1998) and Ireland’s Welcome to the 
Stranger (2002). She edited Annie 
O’Donnell’s Your Fondest Annie in 
2005. Maureen is writing a biography 
of Nicholson titled Compassionate 
Stranger: Asenath Nicholson and the 
Great Irish Famine. She has written 
more than 100 articles and reviews 
and has given more than 300 invited 
lectures in 18 countries. A State 
Department lecturer to Egypt in 
1993 and 2000, Maureen has worked 
with the Irish Studies Program at the 
University of Sao Paulo since 1991. 
She has lectured regularly at the 
Yeats International Summer School 
where she was deputy director from 
2005 to 2007 and associate director 
in 2009. Maureen has been the 
features editor of The Irish Literary 
Supplement since 1982. She serves on 
the editorial boards of the Canadian 
Journal of Irish Studies and Estudios 
Irlandeses, on the selection board 
for the Senator George Mitchell 
Fellowships, and on the boards of the 
American Irish Historical Society and 
the Emerald Isle Immigration Center. 
A 1985 SUNY Cortland Distinguished 
Alumna, she serves on the Class of 
1962 Reunion Committee and on a 
special committee of her classmates 
that is attempting to be the first class 
to raise $1 million as this year’s reunion 
class gift.

1964
Phyllis Oill Guze,  
at left, recently 
was elected 
2012-13 chair of the 
Board of Regents 
of the American 
College of 
Physicians (ACP), 

the nation’s largest medical specialty 
organization. Her term began during 
Internal Medicine 2012, ACP’s annual 
scientific meeting in New Orleans, 
April 19-21. Phyllis has been a Fellow 
of the American College of Physicians 
(FACP) since 1980 and has served 
on the ACP Board of Regents since 
2008. She has held the position of 
governor of the Southern California 
Region I Chapter. Board-certified 
in internal medicine and infectious 
diseases, she earned her Master of 
Science in Anatomy and Physiology 
from Indiana University, Bloomington, 
and her medical degree from the 
University of Southern California 
School of Medicine in Los Angeles. 
She also completed an internship and 
residency in internal medicine and 
a fellowship in infectious diseases 
at Harbor UCLA Medical Center in 
Torrance, Calif. A resident of Los 
Angeles, she currently serves as 
associate vice chancellor of health 
affairs and senior executive dean 
of the School of Medicine at the 
University of California, Riverside. 

Additionally, she has been a professor 
of medicine at the UCLA School of 
Medicine since 1985. Guze previ-
ously held the position of acting vice 
chancellor of medical sciences and 
dean of the UCR medical school. 
She was also chair of medicine at the 
VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare 
System and executive vice chair 
of medicine at the David Geffen 
School of Medicine at UCLA from 
1986-2005. Phyllis has served as presi-
dent of the Association of VA Chiefs 
of Medicine and President of the 
Association of Program Directors in 
Internal Medicine. “The bottom line 
was, I wanted to be a doctor,” Phyllis 
said of her early drive to succeed 
as the first person in her family to 
graduate from college. “My grandpar-
ents and my parents and everyone 
around me said  ‘no, no, no. Women 
don’t become doctors. They become 
nurses or secretaries or teachers.’ 
I got a modest scholarship from 
New York state to attend teachers 
college. I was an athlete, so I went 
as a physical education major.” A 
native of the Bronx who later lived in 
Queens, she said she liked everything 
about Cortland. “There was a great 
faculty there and a great curriculum,” 
she said. Phyllis expressed admira-
tion for two mentors, the late former 
Dean of Women Shirley Wilson and 

the former Acting Dean of Women 
Elizabeth Gwaltney.

Angela Zaccarello Stortz and 
her former Nu Sigma Chi roommate, 
Bonnie Robbins Dorschel, were 
reunited last fall in Saratoga Springs, 
N.Y. Bill Stortz and Jim Dorschel also 
enjoyed the weekend get-together.

1967
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The National Interscholastic Athletic 
Administrators Association (NIAAA) 
named Alan Mallanda to its third 
Hall of Fame class. The ceremony 

took place in 
Indianapolis, 
Ind., during 
mid-December at 
banquet festivi-
ties for the 42nd 
annual National 
Athletic Directors 

Conference, co-sponsored by the 
NIAAA and the National Federation 
of State High School Associations 
(NFHS). Alan, of Lake Luzerne, N.Y., 
retired in 2003 after 36 years as a 
teacher, coach, official and athletic 
administrator in four New York 
school districts. The final 20 years 
of his career were spent in the 
Corning-Painted Post (N.Y.) Area 
School District. He remains active 
in athletic administration and is 
the executive director of the New 
York State Athletic Administrators 
Association (NYSAAA), a position 
he has held since 2000. At Corning-
Painted Post, he administered a 
physical education and athletics 
program for two high schools, two 
middle schools and nine elementary 
schools involving 5,800 students, 32 
full-time staff and 125 coaches. He 
is a certified master athletic admin-
istrator through the NIAAA. At the 
national level, Alan was a charter 
member of the NIAAA in 1977 and 
since has served as president, chair 
of the Professional Development 
Committee and state delegate. He 
was a member of the NIAAA Board 
of Directors from 1990 to 1994 and a 
member of the first NIAAA Strategic 
Planning Committee. He has been a 
member of the Leadership Training 
Institute’s National Faculty since 1996 
and holds a position on the NIAAA’s 
Accreditation Committee. Alan is a 
co-author of three national publi-
cations of the NFHS/NIAAA, “A 
Guide for College-Bound Student-
Athletes and Their Parents,” “A 
Profile for Athletic Administrators 
in the Nineties” and “Fundraising 
Guidelines.” He is a member of the 
New York State Coaches Association’s 
100-win club in baseball. The honors 
bestowed upon Alan include the 
NFHS Citation, NIAAA State Award 
of Merit and NIAAA Award of Merit. 
In 2011, he was inducted into the New 
York State Public High School Athletic 
Association Section IV Hall of Fame.

1970
Buffalo Academy of the Sacred 

Heart, a private Catholic high school 
in Buffalo, N.Y., has appointed 
Linda Niezgoda Cimusz director of 
academics. The academy has been 
educating young women in the 
Franciscan tradition for 135 years and 
has a student body of approximately 
400 young women. Linda, of Amherst, 
N.Y., has served as an academic 
instructor and administrator for more 
than four decades, most recently 
as the assistant superintendent for 
instruction with the Williamsville 

Friends from the Class of 1960 held their annual gathering on Oct. 6 at the Landmarc 
restaurant in New York City, writes Irmari Weinstein Nacht. Attending, seated from 
the left in the above image, were Irmari and Madeleine “Mady” Lieblein Kasof; 
and, standing, were Merle Hurwitz Kalishman, Carol Margaretten Cassell, Vivienne 
Thurm and Elaine Ort Kanef. “Shortly after we sat down, amid kissing, hugging 
and loud chatting, the waiter brought a bottle of designer water to our table 
compliments of the next table,” Irmari writes. After learning that a theatre group 
from Norman, Okla., had presented the gift, they thanked the large group that was 
there visiting Broadway. “We were not sure if this was meant to shut us up,” Irmari 
writes. “One woman said, ‘We had a marvelous time in your city ... We can’t wait to 
come back!’” Only later did they learn that the Oklahoma visitors also picked up 
part of their tab. “Like ships that pass in the night this small act of kindness brought 
Norman, Okla., and New York City a little closer together,” Irmari writes. The 
“fantastic and unusual experience” of the classmates originated with Mady’s arrival 
from California to visit her mother in Bayside, N.Y.

Maureen O’Rourke Murphy ’62 is shown above with her brother, Peter O’Rourke, 
on the far left, and Seamus Heaney, a 1995 Nobel Laureate in Literature.

Sixteen Sigma Delta Phi sisters held their annual gathering at the Great Neck, N.Y.,  
home of Annie Garlick Freeman ’63 in October. Featured from the left in the front  
row are Marilyn Mishkin Silberglied ’61, Virginia “Ginny” Allen Lammers ’62, Evelyn 
“Evie” Gottschalk Nowak ’64, Rita Co"eld Podair ’64, Fran Berks Hynds ’63 and 
Carol Seidenfeld Bassen ’61; second row, Alice Chait Olick ’57, Susan “Scotty” 
Blumenson ’58, Janice “Jan” Reed McCloy ’61, Margaret “Meg” Moon O’Connell  ’62 
and Kathryn “Kay” Fenton Saunders ’61; and third row, Maxine Aaron Pines ’61, Annie, 
Judy Stuart Zuck ’62, honorary Sigma Delta Phi sister Marta Watts McIvor ’64 and 
Bette Salmowitz ’61.
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(N.Y.) Central School District. Prior 
to that, Linda was executive deputy 
commissioner for curriculum, assess-
ment and professional development 
and chief of operations and admin-
istrator for professional develop-
ment, policy planning and evaluation 
with the Texas Education Agency, a 
branch of the state government of 
Texas responsible for public educa-
tion. In partnership with Texas’ 
Commissioner of Education, she 
led statewide efforts in education 
reform. Additionally, she served as 
a teacher and administrator, both 
school- and district-wide, for 20 years 
in the Syracuse (N.Y.) City School 
District. Linda has an M.A. in educa-
tion from Syracuse University.

1972
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Sharon Sherman has served 
the Greater Syracuse (N.Y.) Tenants 
Network as executive director since 
July 2010. She is busy in her neighbor-
hood as treasurer of the Westcott 
Area Cultural Coalition, a board 
member of the Westcott Community 
Center and facilitator for Eastside 
Tomorrow’s Neighborhoods Today. 
She continues to help political candi-
dates who she is convinced can make 
a difference.

1974
Alan Kaye retired in July 2010 

from Newton High School in Queens, 
N.Y., after 34 years of service as a 
special education teacher.

1975
Ellyn Geller Roloff and Susan 

Saperstein Rabin ’77 met as 
members of a Temple Concord group 
from Syracuse, N.Y., that traveled to 
Israel this winter. A highlight was a 
visit to the Ba’hai Gardens on Mount 
Carmel in Haifa.

1976
Five Cortland alums recently 

participated in the 5th Annual 
Karl Depold Memorial Pickleball 
Tournament in Schenectady, N.Y.: 
Christopher Mazzotte ’91, Judith 
Barniak ’68, Janice Tesoriero Pauly 
’71, Noreen Leonard and Cheryl 
Wadsworth Silverman. Cheryl and 
her partner finished first in the 
women’s doubles open division. Judy 
and Janice took third place in the 
same division.

1977
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1978
Two alumni, Dorothea “Dottie” 

Kunz Shuman and Timothy “Tim” 
Trezise ’88, met recently at a wedding 
where Tim assisted in the wedding 
ceremony of two of Dottie’s former 
students in the Montreat College 
Chapel. Tim, an exercise science 
major at Cortland, directs the Leaders 
in Future Training (LIFT) program at 
Camp-of-the-Woods in Speculator, 
N.Y. The groom worked at LIFT after 
graduating with a degree in outdoor 
education from Montreat College. 
Dottie, who majored in recreation 
education at Cortland, teaches 
both bachelor’s and master’s degree 
programs in outdoor and environ-
mental education at Montreat, a small 
Christian College in the Mountains of 
North Carolina.

1979
The Eastern College Athletic 

Conference (ECAC) in Centerville, 
Mass., in late January hired Mary 
Rock Bradbury as its new director of 
officiating. A 30-year veteran official 
in basketball, softball and volleyball, 
working at both the high school and 
intercollegiate levels, Mary has been 
selected to work numerous college 
basketball postseason games as well 
as the Massachusetts state high 
school west regional and semifinal 
tournaments. A resident of Lee, Mass., 

she is a member of the International 
Association of Approved Basketball 
Officials (IAABO) and the ECAC 
and has served as the secretary 
and treasurer for the IAABO Board 
No. 25 and local representative to 
the Massachusetts State Board of 
Basketball Officials since 2009. Before 
joining the ECAC administrative 
team, Bradbury’s professional career 
spanned two decades in business 
administration and ownership in the 
field of education. In 2009, Mary was 
inducted into the Berkshire County 
Volleyball Hall of Fame for contribu-
tions to the sport, and also received 
a lifetime achievement award. Mary 
has been a two-year clinician at the 
University of New Haven IAABO 
Referee School and served on the 
Conference’s organizing committee 
for the 2011 ECAC Convention and 
Trade Show. She has a master’s degree 
in athletic counseling and psychology 
from Springfield College.

Heather Daims has served since 
1999 as a high school principal in the 
Los Angeles Unified School District. 
She also serves as president of the 
California Interscholastic Federation, 
the governing body for all high school 
athletics in the State of California, 
after being president of the Los 
Angeles City Section for several years. 
“The high school where I am principal, 
The Miguel Contreras Learning 
Complex, has been on the cutting 
edge of school reform and is one of 
the first campuses in the Los Angeles 
Unified School District to house 
multiple independent high schools 
with different themes on the same 
site,” Heather writes. President Barak 
Obama visited her school in March 

In February, Roy Pfeil ’71 and his wife, Ginny, visited Ed Stendardi  Jr. ’72, and 
Deborah Maguire Stendardi ’72 at The Villages, an adult retirement village in 
Central Florida not far from Orlando. They enjoyed the Mardi Gras celebration in 
the square at the Villages at Lake Sumter Landing, appearing, from the left: Ginny, 
Roy, Ed and Deborah. Ed and Roy were members of Delta Kappa Beta fraternity 
and Debbie was a member of Sigma Delta Phi sorority.

A second texbook in the field of recreation education by 
Joseph “Joe” Halper ’52, co-authored with Jay Shivers, 
professor emeritus of the University of Connecticut, was 
released by Ruthledge Publications in January. The text is 
titled Strategic Recreation Management. The book aims to 
provide the perfect foundation for any degree-level course 
in recreation management, as well as being an indispen-
sible reference for all professionals working in recreation 
service. Joe is an internationally recognized parks and recre-
ation administrator knighted in Sweden for civic merit. He has 
served as the head of the largest urban park and recreation 
systems in the United States, including New York City and Los 
Angeles County. His experience encompasses 35 years as an 
administrator and educator in this field.

David Lynch ’65 had his lavishly illustrated 
book, Finely Feathered-The Marsh and 
Lagoon Birds of the Lowcountry, published 
in November by Lydia Inglett Ltd. The 
author received his M.S. in biology from 
SUNY Oswego in 1967 and taught biology 
in Southampton, N.Y., until his retirement 
in 1995. He also was the sole proprietor of 

Eastern Aerial Photography, Inc., and took aerial photographs 
for numerous real estate companies on Long Island’s east end. 
Upon retirement to Hilton Head Island, S.C., he continued his 
photography and lifelong interest in wildlife by photographing 
local and migratory birds in the Lowcountry, which covers 
the coastal region from Charleston to the Sea Islands south 
of Savannah. Finely Feathered is a coffee table book with 176 
pages and 250 photographs of 32 species of birds that feed in 
the marsh waters. Each species is accompanied by conversa-
tional-style descriptive text.

Ann Scher Goldfarb-Clapp ’72 writes that her first 
novel, The Face Out of Time, received honorable mention 
in the fiction category of the Arizona Author’s Association 
2011 Literary Contest. Her second novel, Ripple Rider: An 
Anguillan Adventure in Time, recently was released by the 
same publishers, Amazon and Barnes & Noble. The novel also 
is available on Kindle. 

Susan Saperstein Rabin ’77 is the co-author 
of Jewish Community of Syracuse, released 
in December 2011 by Arcadia Publishing as 
part of its popular Images of America series. 
Susan and Barbara Sheklin Davis share the 
story, through beautiful photographs, of 
the Jewish experience in Syracuse begin-
ning in the early 18th century and continuing 

today. Because Syracuse was easily reached by the Erie Canal, 
it became home to many Jewish immigrants. Susan has lived, 
since 1987, in Syracuse where she and her husband raised 
their two children. Susan has an M.S. in public relations 
from Boston University. She is a writer, editor and commu-
nity volunteer, and has served on the boards of the Syracuse 
Hebrew Day School and Vera House. Susan is from the 
Dutchess County village of Millerton, N.Y., where she learned 
the importance of community from her late parents, Irving 
and Shirley Saperstein. Susan also is the author through the 
same publisher of State University of New York at Potsdam.

James Johnson ’81 released a Life Lessons 
book last fall, A Coach and a Miracle: Life 
Lessons from a Man Who Believed in an 
Autistic Boy (Beacon Publishing). Written 
with Mike Latona and including a foreword 
by University of Florida men’s basketball 
team head coach Billy Donovan, the inspira-
tional real story relates how, on Feb. 15, 2006, 

a high school student with autism and a learning disability 
stunned the world when he entered a basketball game in the 
final minutes and proceeded to shoot the lights out. Coach 
Jim relates how his student athlete, Jason McElwain (J-Mac), 
captured the attention of CBS, ESPN, CNN and major news 
outlets around the world as well as YouTube video hits. Jim 
begins his story long before the student and team manager 
with disabilities took the court that night at Greece Athena 
High School in Rochester, N.Y. Jim’s sense of compassion led 
him to give Jason the once-in-a-lifetime chance, an opportu-
nity the boy seized in such a stupendous way that will not be 
forgotten anytime soon. Jim’s book is an important book for 
sports fans who need to believe that miracles can still happen. 

It reinforces the value of applying passion, goal-setting,  
perseverance and teamwork to any of life’s endeavors.

Timothy Mohin ’82, director of corporate responsi-
bility at Advanced Micro Devices, is the author of a forth-
coming book, Changing Business From the Inside Out: A 
Treehugger’s Guide to Working in Corporations. Tim’s book 
will be published in August by Berrett-Koehler Publishers and 
Greenleaf Press. 

Richard Watts ’85, an assistant research professor in 
the Department of Community Development and Applied 
Economics at the University of Vermont, is the author of 
the 2012 book Public Meltdown: The Story of the Vermont 
Yankee Nuclear Power Plant. His research examines the influ-
ence of social power through critical media and cultural 
studies, particularly to help readers understand public policy 
outcomes in energy and transportation policy. He previously 
served as research director at the Transportation Research 
Center and was on the Board of Directors at Vermont 
Public Interest Research Group and as a Policy Fellow at 
the Snelling Center for Government. Richard has a Ph.D. in 
natural resource planning from the Rubenstein School of 
Environment and Natural Resources at the University of 
Vermont and an M.A. in journalism from the S.I. Newhouse 
School of Public Communications at Syracuse University. At 
SUNY Cortland, he majored in political science and served as 
student government president.

 A world of deception, friendship and love on a college 
campus is featured in the first self-published novel by Nicola 
Lashawn Ford ’01. The book Behind My BACK! is available for 
purchase on lulu.com. The drama begins when Nicole intro-
duces Omar, a transfer student from her neighborhood in 
Brooklyn, to Maxine. Sparks immediately fly between the 
two, but Nicole wants him all to herself. She embarks on a 
deadly and dangerous mission to sabotage Maxine and Omar’s 
relationship and soon things get ugly. “I wrote this novel 
while in college at SUNY Cortland,” wrote Nicola, a native of 
Brooklyn who is working on her second novel. “I think this is 
an excellent picture into college life and it gives adults actual-
ization that people have to be responsible for their actions, 
along with consequences.”

ALUMNI IN PRINT
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2009, soon after his inauguration. She 
is married to Cynthia Landes.

Michael DeGrazia received 
permanent appointment as director 
of finance and administration in the 
Academic Affairs Division of SUNY 
Purchase College. A voting member of 
the Purchase College Senate and the 
Budget Planning Committee, Michael 
previously served as treasurer on the 
Professional Staff Council. Before 
joining Purchase in 2005, he was 
site director for Skidmore College’s 
extension site in Westchester County.

1980
In February, Meg Rieley was 

chosen as the 2011 Pennsylvania 
School Counselor of the Year for 
the middle/junior high level by the 
Pennsylvania School Counselors 
Association.

1981
Ron “Sean” Bugara was accepted 

as a national board certified teacher 
through the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards 
(NBPTS) in December. A teacher 
and coach at Blue Mountain Middle 
School in the Hendrick Hudson 
School District, he has earned the 
highest credential available to 
American educators. His certifica-
tion was achieved through a lengthy 
and rigorous, performance-based 
assessment of his pedagogical skills 
and content knowledge. While 
state licensing systems set the basic 
requirements to teach in each state, 
national board certified teachers have 
demonstrated advanced teaching 
knowledge, skills and practices. 
NBPTS certification identifies quali-
fied teachers as leaders in their field, 
much like the certifications earned by 
experts in law and medicine. 

John C. “Jack” Scorby Jr. ’81 
recently was promoted to the rank 
of rear admiral in the U.S. Navy. 
Currently serving as a commander, 
Navy Region Southeast, he is a 
native of Manlius, N.Y. Jack, shown 
below, entered the Navy in 1982 
as an aviation officer candidate. 
He was commissioned an ensign 
in March 1983, and designated a 
naval flight officer in June 1984. 
Jack’s early operational assignments 
include Fleet Air Reconnaissance 
Squadron Two (VQ-2) and Patrol 
Squadron Special Projects Unit One 
(VPU-1). He subsequently served as 
the officer in charge of VPU-1 and 
commanding officer of VQ-2. Jack’s 
shore and staff assignments include 
Bureau of Naval Personnel/PERS-43, 
where he served as the VQ/Force 
Support detailer; North American 
Aerospace Defense Command, 
where he served as a missile opera-
tions officer, chief of the Aerospace 

Warning Branch and executive assis-
tant to the North American Defense 
Command director of operations; 
chief of Naval Operations (OPNAV/
N13), where he served as the aviation 
officer community manager and 
deputy, Officer Plans and Policy; 
chief of Naval Operations (OPNAV/
N88), where he served as the EP-3E 
requirements officer and executive 
assistant to the director; Naval Air 
Station Jacksonville, where he served 
as the commanding officer; and assis-
tant secretary of the Navy (Energy, 
Installations and Environment), where 
he served as the executive assis-
tant. Jack has a Master of Science 
in Financial Management from the 
Naval Postgraduate School; a Master 
of Arts in National Security and 
Strategic Studies from the College 
of Command and Staff, U.S. Naval 
War College, where he graduated 
with distinction; and a Master of Arts 
in National Resource Strategy from 
the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces, where he graduated with 
distinction.

1982
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Robert Hofmann has been 
selected as senior vice president 
and senior operations officer of 
Union Bank of Morrisville, Vt., a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Union 
Bankshares, Inc., which is traded on 
the NASDAQ Exchange. He also has 
been appointed chair of Union Bank’s 
Product Development Committee. 
Rob brings many years of experi-
ence at the senior management level 
to the position. He recently served 
the State of Vermont as secretary 
of human services, commissioner 
of corrections, and commissioner 
of finance and management. Prior 
to that, Rob worked for Chittenden 
Bank as director of business services 
and previously as director of 
marketing. Over his 30-year career, 
he also was employed with the New 
England Culinary Institute, American 
Express, and Dun and Bradstreet. 
He has an M.B.A. in marketing and 
finance from the Columbia University 
Graduate School of Business, earned 
top honors from Stonier Graduate 
School of Banking and is a graduate 
of Leadership Champlain. Rob is a 
board member for Vermont Public 
Television and has served on the 
Vermont Housing Conservation 
Board, the State Retirement Fund 
Board and the Board of the Vermont 
Chamber of Commerce. A long-time 

resident of Waterbury Center, he is 
an advisory member of the ReBuild 
Waterbury steering committee.

Timothy Mohin, director of 
corporate responsibility at Advanced 
Micro Devices (AMD), spoke to 
master’s and doctoral degree candi-
dates in Duke University’s Nicholas 
School of the Environment at 
the school’s annual Recognition 
Ceremony on May 12. Tim is credited 
with leading corporate sustain-
ability and responsibility efforts at 
some of America’s most innovative 
and respected technology compa-
nies, including Intel, Apple and now 
AMD. He is considered to repre-
sent a new generation of environ-
mental leaders who understand 
that business and sustainability can 
be harmonious pursuits, according 
to William Chameides, dean of the 
Nicholas School. Before joining AMD, 
Tim served as senior manager of 
supplier responsibility at Apple, and 
as director of sustainable develop-
ment and worldwide environmental 
manager at Intel. Before entering the 
corporate world, he served as a senior 
staff member on the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Environment and 
Public Works and as a section head 
at the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. Tim has a master’s degree 
in environmental management with 
a concentration in environmental 
toxicology from Duke.

1983
Gregory Gould directs the 

Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
(ONRR). His U.S. Department of the 
Interior (DOI) agency is in charge 
of collecting billions of dollars in 
oil and gas revenue on behalf of 
American taxpayers. The office, 
which turned one year old in early 
October, recently implemented new 
data mining efforts to ensure the 
industry is accurately reporting the 
oil and natural gas it extracts from 
public lands and waters. As acting 
deputy assistant secretary of the 
agency, Greg likely will oversee the 
collection of more than $10 billion 
in fiscal 2011. The agency, which has 
replaced the much-criticized Minerals 
Management Service (MMS), plans to 
use its authority to increase penal-
ties for violators. The ONRR also 
has strengthened ethics to ensure 
employees maintain professional 
contact with the industry they 
regulate. Greg joined the DOI in 1981 
as a geologist in the Bureau of Land 
Management’s New York office, 
where he oversaw oil and gas drilling 

off the coast of New Jersey. Before 
his most recent appointment, he had 
led revenue collection at the DOI 
since 2008 and previously served 
as chief of MMS’s environmental 
division.

1987
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1989
“In addition to having the honor 

of being the singing evangelist for 
the Hope for Today Revival in Mt. 
Vernon, Va., the Lord blessed me 
with the opportunity to sing for 
United States presidential candidate 
Rick Santorum,” wrote J. Christine 
Johnson Sinclair in early October. 
She met Santorum during an event 
sponsored by the Family Institute of 
Connecticut, a division of Focus on 
the Family Ministries. “Each time I sing 
before presidents, prime ministers, 
governors, generals, etc., I consider it 
an honor and evidence of God leading 
the path of my music ministry.”

1990
Timothy O’Connell, an associate 

professor of recreation and leisure 
studies at Brock University, received 
the institution’s 2011 Faculty of Applied 
Health Sciences Award for Excellence 
in Teaching. He was honored with 
the 2011 Dorothy Walter Leadership 
Award from the Council of Outdoor 
Educators of Ontario. Tim has taught 
outdoor recreation at Brock University 
in St. Catharines, Ontario, and 
Lakehead University in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, for the past 11 years.

Robert Wappman recently 
was promoted to senior informa-
tion analyst with the New York State 
Assembly. His work includes infor-
mation management, new media 
outreach, providing news updates, and 
analyzing stakeholder views in Albany 
before and after bills are passed into 
law. Bob has been on the Assembly 
staff for more than a decade, and lives 
near Saratoga Lake with his wife, Katie 
King, and daughter, Elexis.

1991
King + King Architects of 

Syracuse, N.Y., recently named Sarah 
Ioele as an associate, a promo-
tion reserved for professionals 
who greatly exceed expectations in 
client service, architectural vision, 
business leadership, the environment, 
employee team spirit and as commu-
nity volunteers. A five-year employee, 
Sarah directs new business develop-
ment and marketing. She has more 
than 20 years of professional experi-
ence and volunteers her time as the 
chair of Father Champlin’s Guardian 
Angel Society. A member of the Sales 
and Marketing Professional Services 
organization and the Strathmore 
Neighborhood Association, her 
honors include the Central New 
York 40 Under Forty award and the 
Distinguished Sales and Marketing 
Executives Award. Sarah is a graduate 
of Leadership Greater Syracuse. 

1993
Cindy Mardenfeld was recog-

nized in a Nov. 4 article in Newsday 
for setting an amazing pace as an 
event planner. She worked four 
events in a single day. 

1995
Jessica Dunlop Fanucchi teaches 

on the faculty at Lone Star College 
while raising two daughters, Emma, 
7, and Grace, 5, with her husband of 
eight years, David. “I have the same 
passion for health and education 
today that was instilled in me by my 
wonderful professors at Cortland.”

Christopher Sanford earned a 
joint Ph.D. in special education from 
the University of California, Berkeley, 
and San Francisco State University in 
December. He lives in Oakland, Calif., 
with his wife, Angie, and their two 
children, Beckett, 3, and Devin, 1.

1997

Kristie Oliver graduated from 
Loma Linda (Calif.) University with 
a Master of Physician Assistant 
and received board certification 
in September. Currently employed 
as a surgery resident at Arrowhead 
Regional Medical Center in Colton, 
Calif., she is training in general surgery 
with an emphasis in burn surgery and 
critical care.

“I was in the center of the 
exciting and historic Occupy Wall 
Street protests, wrote Allison 
Sesso. “I was part of a panel on Liz 
Benjamin’s ‘Capitol Tonight.’ I hope 
students on campus are interested 
and supportive.”

1998
Joseph Barbarito joined the 

Charlotte Knights Baseball Club in 
January as director of the newly 
formed Inside Sales Department.

2001
This spring, the paintings of Jacob 

Mezrahi ’01, M ’03 were displayed 
with those of 22 other artists in the 
gallery exhibition “Silent Witnesses: 
Synagogues Transformed, Rebuilt 
or Abandoned,” at the Holocaust 
Memorial Center Zekelman Family 
Campus in Farmington Hills, Mich. 
The unique installation of photo-
graphs, paintings, videos and mixed 
media works reflected the artists’ 
research on stories of synagogues 
across America, Europe, India and 
Israel as witnesses to the social and 
economic upheavals of our time. The 
collaborative project was supported 
by the center, the Cultural Heritage 
Artists Project, the Jewish Art Salon, 
and JWalks. Last fall, Jacob’s work and 

Six alumni met as participants in Bike NY, in which they rode 43 miles through the 
five boroughs of New York City. “It was interesting to us that we spanned 22 years  
of graduates,” notes Linda Griggs ’84. Shown, from the left, are Colleen Flynn 
Mickle ’77, Debra DeForest Wein ’72, Barbara Haines Newton ’84, Linda, Lori  
Smith Ra!erty ’94 and Ann E.K. Brown ’82.

John C. “Jack” Scorby Jr. ’81

Colleen Edwards ’97 married Joseph 
Vasile on Oct. 29 in Auburn, N.Y. 
Former classmates attending were, 
from the left: Jessica Rizza Boyan  
Leak ’01, Colleen, Sara Hammond 
McGee ’97 and LaLannie Sipley 
Ovenshire ’97.
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that of 39 other artists from across 
the country were part of the “9/11 
10th Anniversary Memorial Exhibition 
Ceremony and Exhibition” at Penn 
State Berks: Freyberger Gallery. The 
artists sought to express the pain, lost 
faith and trust and to focus on univer-
sally human themes in this exhibi-
tion. Jacob was an early recipient of 
SUNY Cortland’s John Fantauzzi ’58 
Scholarship for first- and second-
generation Americans.

2002
Nicholas T. Ojea started in 

August as associate athletic director 
for compliance at Rutgers University 
in Piscataway, N.J. 

Katrina L. Miner joined as the 
director of marketing for NMSU 
Dining Services at New Mexico State 
University. Previously she worked for 
Binghamton University.

2007
Victoria “Vicki” Belegrinos and 

some former classmates reunite every 
summer in the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina. Meeting for a fifth year 

for a week during August in a rented 
cottage at Nags Head, N.C., were: 
Vicki, Lisa Cascone ’08, Julianne 
Giarrusso ’08, Megan Ottaiano, 
Elise Moscati, Diana Crowe, 
Felicia Strauss ’08, Donald “Don” 
Cleveland, Brian Bert ’08, Michael 
“Mike” Lubicich, Joseph “Joe” Quirk, 
Christopher “Chris” Marciano ’06 
and Robert “Bob” Lemerise.

2010 
Ian Burk is employed as a field 

hydrogeologist and environmental 
scientist for P.W. Grosser Consulting. 
The firm specializes in strategic 
environmental engineering solutions.

Alumni on 
Campus

Gordon Valentine ’68 delivered 
the keynote address during the 26th 
annual Greek Convocation on  
Sept. 22. Gordon joined chapter  
and colony presidents as they spoke 
about their chapters and what makes 
them unique.

Amber Ingalls ’10, a residence 
hall director of Fitzgerald Hall, shared 
her journey in finding a major and 
ultimately a career on Oct. 12 during 
a COR 101 career and major explora-
tion class.

Marriages
Heather Daims ’79 to Cynthia 

Landes on Oct. 25, 2008, in 
California.

Colleen Edwards ’97 to Joseph 
Vasile on Oct. 29 in Auburn, N.Y.

Brian P. Propfe ’00 to Michelle 
Rhodes on July 27, 2007, in 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Carolyn Hemingway ’02 to Jason 
Brooks on July 23 in Marlboro, N.Y.

Nicholas Ojea ’02 to Lisa Staedt  
on May 29, 2011, in Louisville, Ky.

Elizabeth Daniels ’03 to Alex 
Fahmi on March 20, 2011, in 
Lindenhurst, N.Y.

Kristen Egan ’05 to Ken Ropke on 
Aug. 5 in Brookville, N.Y.

Ashley Magnini ’05 to Anthony 
Capula on Feb. 18 in Buffalo, N.Y.

Jack Popper ’05 to Christina 
“Chrissy” DeHay ’06 on July 9 in 
Syracuse, N.Y. 

Dianna Ravinsky ’05 to Michael 
Bianco ’06 on June 3, 2011, in 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

Michael “Mike” Castaldo ’06 to 
Amanda Yonkers ’07 on Oct. 22 
in Albany, N.Y. 

Katherine “Katie” Liberti ’07 to 
Justin Shirey on Oct. 1 in Silver 
Bay, N.Y. 

Andrea Brown ’07 to Corey Gray 
’08 on Oct. 15 in Niagara  
Falls, N.Y. 

Births
Sarah Boland Brandolino ’96 and 

Chris, a daughter, Sofia Sky 
Brandolino, on Jan. 15, 2011.

Brian P. Propfe ’00 and Michelle,  
a daughter, Addison, on  
June 9, 2011.

Michael J. Mastrella ’00 and 
Katherine White Mastrella ’02, 
a son, Owen Michael, on  
June 2, 2011.

Kristin Creegan Griff ’02 and Luke, 
a daughter, Ella, on Oct. 29.

Michael E. Idland ’03 and Nancy, a 
daughter, Marielle Davie,  
on Oct. 8.

Kristie Gray Hennessey ’04 and 
Michael, a daughter, Natalie,  
on March 15.

Alan W. Howell ’05 and Deborah, a 
son, Stephen David, on Feb. 2.

In Memoriam
Lena Morse Fay ’36
Howard Page ’36
Edward Docherty ’39
Charles Schalk ’48
Robert Armstrong ’49
Evelyn Benjamin Koehler ’49
Robert Krapf ’51
Donald Joyce ’52
Patricia Morey Killeen ’52
Elizabeth “Betty” Hand Graeb ’53
C. Glenn Stevens ’54
Ralph Tryon ’56
Alan Greenfield ’57
Pamela Pomeroy Woods ’57
Richard Foster ’58
Richard Beams ’59
E. Patricia Evers ’59
Roger Halsey ’60
Susan Gibbons ’61
Janet Sheridan ’65
Laurel LeLoup ’70
Howard Snyder ’70
Phyllis Marie Unold Avery M ’73
Martha Barry Smith M ’73
Linda Buettner ’77
Robert Jacovino ’78
Lisa Codispoti ’86
Douglas Friedle ’90

Michael “Mike” Castaldo ’06 and Amanda Yonkers ’07 were married on Oct. 22 
in Albany, N.Y. Former classmates present included, reclining in the foreground, 
Jordan Broe; first row from the left, Kevin Brockman ’05, Lauren Antin ’07, 
Pasquale Iannone ’07, Amanda, Michael, Philip Carhart ’05, Robin Stinson and 
Nicholas “Nick” DePaola ’08; second row, Jonathan “Jonny” Mapley ’06, Kristen 
Fedor ’10, Melanie Szumowski Lawrence ’06 and David Lawrence ’06; and third 
row, Steven Gipprich ’06, Danielle Sokol ’07, Nathan “Nate” Kie! ’08, Matthew 
“Matt” Gold ’07, Andrea Margolis ’08, Michael “Mike” DePaola ’06, Christina 
Dipietrantonio DePaola ’04, Patrick “Pat” DiPrimo ’06, Katherine Lederman ’07, 
Allison Berlin Armstrong ’92 and Derek Swartz ’07.

Katherine “Katie” Liberti ’07 married Justin Shirey on Oct. 1 in Silver Bay, N.Y. 
Attending, kneeling from the left, were Krista Ho!man ’08, Matthew Ronca ’06, 
Abigail King Jackson ’07 and Kelly Crumb ’08; second row, Tara Kempey Zwick ’08, 
Andrea “Ang” D’Amboise ’07, Katie, Kara Gyidik ’06, Andrea Ciminelli ’07  
and Sally Louer ’07; and third row, Gary Zwick ’08, Stephanie Wyllie ’08,  
Adam Fetterly ’07 and Bryon Lewis ’06. “We met while I was at Binghamton 
University for grad school and he worked at Lockheed Martin in Owego, N.Y.,” 
Katie writes. The couple currently live in the Philadelphia suburbs. Katie works in 
the Center for Student Engagement and Leadership at Cabrini College. Justin is an 
aerospace engineer at Boeing.

Andrea Brown ’07 and Corey Gray ’08 exchanged wedding vows on Oct. 15 in 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. Attend ing were, front row from the left, Marie-Grace Herrera ’07, 
Jenna West ’07, SUNY Cortland assistant director of leadership and community 
development Mary Kate Boland ’06, Colleen McCarthy Hall ’07, Michelle Rulli ’07, 
Matthew “Matt” Fuller ’07, Matthew “Matt” Innace ’08, Nicole Oresto Innace ’06, 
Erinlee Huggard and Michael “Mike” Compton ’11; and back row, Brandon Lopez ’07, 
Dena Hermanek ’07, Ashley Pichura ’08, Allison Brown ’07, Corey, Andrea, Weston 
Deutschlander ’07, Ethan Gietz ’07, William “Bill” Bishop ’07 and Brian Hobbs ’08.

Kristen Egan ’05 and Ken Ropke exchanged wedding vows on Aug. 5 in Brookville, 
N.Y. Present at the nuptials, front row from the left, were: Michelle Ciquera ’04, 
Michael Clonan ’99, Lauren Egan Clonan ’00, Ken, Kristen, Margaret Clonan ’05  
and Thomas “Tom” Egan ’72; and back row: Michele Schaefer ’01, Christina 
“Chrissy” DeHay Popper ’06, Jack Popper ’05, Kerry Costello ’07, Meghan  
D’Orazio ’05, Danielle “Dani” Maye ’06, Erin Egan Murcott ’02, Noelle Picone ’03 
and Kelly Brandt ’05.

Jack Popper ’05 and Christina “Chrissy” DeHay ’06 were wed on July 9 in Syracuse, 
N.Y. Attending, front row from the left, were: Tyler Cross ’05, Jonathan “Jon” DeHay 
’01, Matthew “Matt” Johnson ’06, Jason “Jay” Hays ’03, Brian Tobin ’94 and Robert 
“Bob” Maye ’77; and back row: Heather Sassano ’06, Jennifer “Jen” Longwell ’06, 
Alison Canale Scanlon ’09, women’s basketball coach Jeannette Mosher, Kerry 
Costello ’07, Chrissy, Jack, Erin Dabe ’07, Danielle “Dani” Maye ’06, Lyndsay 
Dalton ’07, Andrea Wilkinson ’07 and Kristen Egan Ropke ’05. The couple live in 
Fayetteville, N.Y.

Dianna Ravinsky ’05 and Michael Bianco ’06 exchanged wedding vows on June 3, 
2011, in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. The couple are pictured in the foreground. Also attending, 
from the left, were: Edward Holsopple ’89, Michelle Zmudosky ’04, Angela  
Brouty ’02, John Calfa ’06, James “Jimmy” Hahn ’06, Patricia “Patti” Hartnett 
Nannariello ’97, Lauren Johanson Rockefeller ’04, Brian O’Connell ’01, Matthew 
“Matt” Urciuoli ’01, Casey Lorenz ’06, Kimberly “Kim” Lorenz West ’06, William 
“Bill” Bianco ’01, Jillian Walsh ’11, Lindsey Wessels Hart ’04, Kerri McConville ’06, 
Jason Wessels ’02, Kristie Worell Meyer ’00 and Kurt Worell ’99.
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Obituaries
RAM P. CHATURVEDI of Cortland, 
N.Y., a distinguished service professor 
emeritus and member of the Physics 
Department faculty for 40 years, died 
on May 4.

Chaturvedi, who retired from the 
College in 2006, helped transform 
SUNY Cortland into a liberal arts 
college in the early 1960s.

He joined the Physics Department 
in 1965, a year after it was created. 

Chaturvedi earned bachelor’s 
degrees in physics, chemistry and 
math, and a master’s degree in physics 
at Agra University in India. He joined 
the faculty there as a physics lecturer 
in 1955. In 1963, Chaturvedi earned a 
Ph.D. with distinction in nuclear 
physics from the University of British 
Columbia in Vancouver.

 Chaturvedi joined SUNY Cortland 
as an associate professor. He taught 
atomic and nuclear physics and 
pursued his research interests in those 
areas at Cornell University, Henan 
Normal University in China, T.W. 
Bonner Laboratories at Rice University, 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory in 
Tennessee, the Brookhaven National 
Laboratory, the Argonne National 
Laboratory and at the Pacific 
Northwest Laboratory. 

He won grants from the National 
Science Foundation, the Department 
of Defense and the SUNY Research 
Foundation. He co-authored more 
than 20 papers published in national 
and international journals and 
presented more than 70 papers.

He also helped organize many 
lecture series at SUNY Cortland, 
including the Albert Einstein 
Centennial Celebration, the Ralph 
Bunche Centennial Celebration, the 
Ken Reynolds Memorial Lectures 
Series and the Arts and Science Distin-
guished Lecture Series held in 
conjunction with the College’s 125th 
anniversary celebration.

Promoted to professor in 1970, 
Chaturvedi was awarded the title of 
distinguished service professor by the 
SUNY Board of Trustees in 1988. In 
1991, he was presented the State of 
New York and United University 
Professions Excellence Award. He 
chaired the Physics Department from 
1981 to 88 and was acting chair in 1999. 

He served as president of the New 
York State chapter of American Asso-
ciation of Physics Teachers from 1991 
to 1992. In 1986, the College’s student 
association presented him with its 
Outstanding Faculty Member Award.

DAVID L. CRAVEN of Albuquerque, 
N.M., a world authority in several fields 
related to art and a 15-year faculty 
member in the Art and Art History 
Department, died Feb. 11.

The winner of the 1991 State 
University of New York and United 
University Professions Excellence 
Award, Craven was the author of 10 
books and more than 150 articles that 
appeared in 25 countries and were 
translated into 15 languages. Much of 
his writing dealt with 20th century art 
from Latin America, post-1945 art from 
the U.S. and critical theory, as well as 
philosophy of art history methods and 
visual culture.

In 1993, his final year at the 
College, Craven released The Art and 
Sculpture of Gerald DiGiusto, a 
thorough and sensitive look at the 
work of the late SUNY Cortland 
professor and sculptor. He donated all 
of the proceeds from that book to the 
Gerald DiGiusto Visiting Artist and 
Lecturer Fund.

Fluent in Spanish, German and 
French, Craven traveled the world 

during his time at the College, 
lecturing on art. 

Prior to SUNY Cortland, Craven 
served at Duke University from 1978 to 
1993. He then went to the University 
of New Mexico, where he earned the 
rank of distinguished faculty in 2007.

Craven earned a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Mississippi, a 
master’s degree from Vanderbilt 
University and a Ph.D. from University 
of North Carolina. 

JOHN OGDEN of Cortland, N.Y., the 
director emeritus of international 
programs who oversaw the creation of 
several international study abroad 
opportunities for SUNY Cortland 
students, passed away Feb. 25.

Widely remembered for his 
promotion of intercultural under-
standing and peace, he became the 
College’s second director of interna-
tional programs in 1990 and enjoyed a 
16-year career at the College before 
retiring in 2006.

Ogden directed an extensive 
program at SUNY Cortland with 30 
study abroad and international 
exchange sites on five continents. He 
oversaw new opportunities in 
Australia, Belize, Costa Rica, Egypt, 
France, Kenya and Venezuela.

Ogden grew up in Ithaca, N.Y.  
He earned a B.A. in French from  
Brown University. He and his wife, 
Chris, joined the Peace Corps in its 
early years and taught for two years  
in Liberia. 

Ogden earned an M.A. and a Ph.D. 
in French from SUNY Bu!alo. He later 
taught French and chaired the Foreign 
Language Department at the 
University of Michigan-Flint.

A Fulbright Lecturer at Omar 
Bongo University in Gabon, he subse-
quently earned a master’s degree in 
communication from Michigan State 
University. In 1988, the University of 
North London presented Ogden  
with an honorary Doctor of the 
University degree. 

ROGER E. SIPHER, a SUNY distin-
guished service professor of history 
emeritus who served SUNY Cortland 
for 43 years, died on Jan. 14.

Sipher had retired in 2004 after 
serving as a member of the SUNY 
Cortland History Department since 
1961. Until his illness last year, however, 
he continued reporting daily to his 
o"ce to work on a book, maintaining 
close friendships with former 
colleagues and attending his beloved 
SUNY Cortland sports events.

“Roger had an incredible dedi-
cation to students, a unique sense of 
humor, a love of history,” recalled 
History Department Chair Randi 
Storch. “He was a community builder 
in the department, across the campus 
and through his profession. There are 
hundreds of teachers and public 
school administrators who owe their 
careers to him.”

Sipher earned a bachelor’s degree 
in education from SUNY Potsdam, an 
M.Ed. from University of Rochester, 
and a Ph.D. in history from Syracuse 
University. A U.S. Army veteran, Sipher 
began his professional career as a 
junior high math teacher in Williamson, 
N.Y., and as a social studies teacher at 
Liverpool (N.Y.) High School.

In 1971, Sipher helped to create the 
College’s former secondary social 
studies curriculum, which included the 
innovative and nationally renowned 
professional semester program for 
seniors. He coordinated the curriculum 
until his retirement.

Much of Sipher’s career was 
devoted to assisting middle school 
and high school social studies teachers 
across the state. A catalyst in the 

creation of the New York State 
Council on Social Education, he served 
as its president and sat on its board of 
directors. He also served on the exec-
utive board of the Central New York 
Council for Social Studies and chaired 
various state committees on social 
studies education.

In 1976, he received the prestigious 
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. In 1987, he was presented the 
Distinguished Social Studies Educator 
Award by the Central New York 
Council for the Social Studies and 
Harcourt, Brace and Jovanovich. He 
was named a Distinguished Service 
Professor by the SUNY Board of 
Trustees in 1995.

Sipher wrote the original grant 
proposal to the National Geographic 
Society to establish a Geographic 
Alliance for social studies teachers in 
New York state. He wrote numerous 
professional papers, won grants, orga-
nized prestigious conferences and 
crafted a 1977 New York Times op-ed 
piece on compulsory education that 
was reprinted in several anthologies.

ALEXANDER P. SPENCE of 
Willoughby, Ohio, a respected 
educator who retired from the College 
in 1990 as professor emeritus of 
biological sciences after 26 years of 
service, died on Jan. 6.

Spence was a corpsman in the U.S. 
Navy, serving as a medic for the 
Marines during the Korean War. He 
earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
from the University of Missouri and 
joined SUNY Cortland’s Biological 
Sciences Department in 1961. 

In 1963, Spence completed 
graduate work in anatomy at SUNY 
Upstate Medical University while 
teaching at Syracuse University’s 
School of Nursing. In 1967, he received 
a National Science Foundation Faculty 
Fellowship that allowed him to earn a 
Ph.D. in ecology and evolutionary 
biology from Cornell University.

At SUNY Cortland, Spence served 
as a department chair from 1977 to 
1983 and as a special advisor to 
students preparing for graduate study 
in medicine and dentistry. 

He was the author of Basic 
Human Anatomy, a popular college 
textbook, first published in 1982 and 
subsequently translated into Portu-
guese. Human Anatomy and Physi-
ology, written with Elliott Mason, was 
published in 1979 and translated into 
French and Portuguese. In 1989, Spence 
released a third textbook, Biology of 
Human Aging.

JUNE E. SPRAGUE of Mobile, Ala., 
professor emerita of English and a 
SUNY Cortland faculty member for  
29 years, died March 16.

A specialist in Shakespearean liter-
ature and the works of James Joyce 
and John Milton, she taught a variety 
of English courses at the College. 

 “She did everything with total 
dedication and commitment to her 
students, her colleagues, the English 
Department and the College,” said 
Robert Rhodes ’53, professor emeritus 
of English. “She was never one to show 
up only when she had a class or an 
o"ce hour.”

Sprague served on many College 
committees during her SUNY Cortland 
career, chairing the Graduate Faculty 
Executive Committee and planning 
Scholars’ Day, the College’s celebration 
of academic research.

Before Cortland, Sprague taught at 
Wells College from 1959 to 1963. She 
held a bachelor’s degree from Smith 
College and master’s and Ph.D. degrees 
from Bryn Mawr College, where she 
also was a Fulbright Scholar.

GERALD “JERRY” MAYNARD 
SURETTE of Cortland, an associate 
professor emeritus of economics who 
served the College for 28 years, died 
on Dec. 2.

 He retired in 1997, and was 
considered a driving force behind the 
Economics Department’s evolution.

“J.S. was a brilliant teacher and 
mentor to generations of students,” 
said Distinguished Service Professor 
Henry Steck. “He was devoted to 
enriching the education that SUNY 
Cortland provides its students.”

Surette was an advocate of a 
liberal arts education for all of SUNY 
Cortland’s students. Many of them 
fondly recall his e!orts to foster intel-
lectual growth and clear thinking.

Surette earned a Bachelor of Arts 
in Economics from Harpur College 
(now part of Binghamton University). 
He served in the U.S. Army, studied 
Chinese at the Army Language School, 
and later served as a translator. 

Surette then completed course 
work toward his doctoral degree in 
economics at Cornell University. He 
taught economics at Bennington 
College in Vermont for two years 
before joining the SUNY Cortland 
Economics Department as an 
instructor in 1969. 

He was promoted to assistant 
professor in 1972 and to associate 
professor in 1982. He chaired the 
department from 1977 to 1985 and 
again from 1988 to 1991.

Surette, who had been involved 
with the Fayette County, Tenn., Voter 
Registration Project during the civil 
rights movement, developed courses 
in the areas of American political 
economy, Marxian economic theory 
and the history of economic theory. 
He co-wrote The Ecological Crisis: Its 
Biological, Economic and Political 
Dimensions, a text released in 1973.

Contributions in his memory can 
be made to the Gerald M. Surette 
Scholarship in Political Economy. 
Donations to the scholarship fund may 
be sent to the Cortland College Foun-
dation, Inc., at the Cortland College 
Foundation O"ce, P.O. Box 2000, 
Cortland, NY, 13045. In the memo 
space, write “Surette Scholarship.” 

ANTHONY “TONY” TESORI ’39  
of Rockledge, Fla., who served the 
College for more than two decades as 
a faculty member and administrator, 
notably negotiating a critical land deal 
that allowed the institution to remain 
and grow in Cortland, died on April 19. 

A Cortland native, Tesori was a 
physical education major at Cortland 
who excelled in football, basketball, 
track and baseball. After graduation, 
he served his country with distinction 
as a Naval o"cer to Atlantic and 
Pacific amphibious forces from 1942  
to 1945.

Tesori joined the College in 1946 
as a faculty member, teaching 
education courses until 1952. He 
directed student teaching, and 
coached varsity basketball, tennis, golf 
and football as an assistant coach. He 
earned his master’s and doctoral 
degrees at New York University. 

Tesori later coordinated student 
teacher field services, then directed 
admissions and records until 1967. 

In 1947, Tesori played a key role in 
obtaining an adjoining 27-acre piece of 
land needed to grow the College 
campus. After months of negotiations, 
Tesori persuaded the reluctant owners 
to sell. If he had not, the state would 
have forced the College to leave 
Cortland and relocate the campus to 
another site. The acquisition encom-
passes the site of Davis Field, Lusk 
Field House, the varsity baseball field 
and the tennis courts. 

In 1967, Tesori left Cortland to 
work at SUNY Fredonia, from which 
he retired in 1970. The University of 
Central Florida subsequently sought 
him out. He retired from there in 1980. 

Inducted into the College’s C-Club 
Hall of Fame, Tesori also was named a 
SUNY Cortland Distinguished Alumnus 
and a recipient of the Alumni Associa-
tion’s Special Appreciation Award.

Earlier this year before Tesori’s 
death, a cohort of World War II and 
post-World War II era SUNY Cortland 
graduates worked diligently to honor 
their 96-year-old mentor for his 
monumental influence in their lives.

An alumni committee from the 
Class of 1949 launched a “Double Play” 
fund drive among their classmates and 
friends in the Cortland community to 
raise gifts totaling $20,000 to support 
two di!erent causes with a meaningful 
connection to Tesori.

Part of the drive aims to complete 
the establishment of a scholarship 
fund that Tesori had begun. Once fully 
funded, the World War II Generation 
Scholarship will o!er a minimum 
$1,000 academic scholarship.

The second e!ort would help 
replace a modest plaque to Tesori in 
front of Whittaker Hall with a more 
substantial tribute.

To make a gift to the endowment 
fund, checks should made payable to 
the Cortland College Foundation and 
the words “Tesori Double Play” should 
appear in the memo area of the check. 
Checks should be sent to the Cortland 
College Foundation, Inc. P.O. Box 2000, 
Cortland, NY 13045.

student group experienced a 
winter camp in February and 
brought the total school partici-
pation over the years to at least 
4,575 inquiring minds. And students 
from other high schools continue 
to follow in Pens’ footsteps.

Rubendall recalls a recent visit 
by one secondary teacher who 
annually brings his boys and girls all 
the way from the Point Option 
Alternative High School in Newport 
News, Va. He has the help of 
college students from William and 
Mary College led by two Cortland 
physical education graduates, 
Randall “Randy” Drake ’77 and Tim 
Ramsey ’73. 

Pens recalls that many, many 
New Hartford graduates who took 
his course later enrolled at SUNY 
Cortland. 

“I have had four or five 
students enroll at SUNY Cortland,” 
observed Timothy Sandstrom ’76, 
an Onondaga-Madison-Cortland 
BOCES teacher whose New Visions 
Environmental Science class has 
experienced the outdoors at 
Raquette Lake. 

“We have many former 
students who have enrolled at 
SUNY Cortland who went to 
Raquette Lake,” noted James  
Barry M ’89, a Homer Jr. High  
School teacher and SUNY  
Cortland adjunct faculty member 
who brings his secondary school 
children to visit the Adirondack 
camps. “I would imagine that their 
time at Raquette Lake was certainly 
memorable and it was their first 
connection to Cortland.” 

Raquette Lake  
continued from page 17
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Three fall and winter teams finish among NCAA top 10
BY FRAN ELIA Sports Information Director

SUNY Cortland’s women’s soccer and 
women’s volleyball teams each made 
runs to the NCAA Division III quarter-
finals and the wrestling team finished 
10th at the NCAA Championships to 
highlight the 2011-12 fall and winter 
sports seasons. Here’s a look at those 
and other top stories from the fall and 
winter campaigns.

Women’s volleyball and women’s  
soccer reach NCAA “Elite Eight”
Although they took di!erent paths, the destinations were 
the same for the Cortland women’s volleyball and women’s 
soccer teams as they each advanced to the NCAA Division III 
tournament quarterfinals and tied for fifth place nationally.

The women’s volleyball team, led by seventh-year head 
coach Pam Hoerup ’90, finished the season with a sparkling 
42-2 record. The Red Dragons only lost once in 38 regular-
season matches, then cruised to a pair of straight-set 
victories in the State University of New York Athletic 
Conference (SUNYAC) tournament for their second straight 
league title and an NCAA tournament automatic berth.

Cortland won its first three matches in the national tour-
nament, losing only one set in the process, to earn a trip to 
St. Louis for the NCAA “Elite Eight.” The Red Dragons fell in 
four sets to eventually second-place finisher Christopher 
Newport University in the quarterfinals.

Senior middle hitter Sheena Asibey of Brentwood, N.Y., 
and senior outside hitter Ashley Coyle of Mt. Hope, N.Y., 
each surpassed the career 1,000-kill mark and earned 
honorable mention All-America honors. Coyle has a year of 
eligibility remaining and plans to use it next fall as a graduate 
student. Junior setter Kristen Guercio of Smithtown, N.Y., 
joined Asibey and Coyle as All-New York Region selections. 
Hoerup was named both the SUNYAC and the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association New York Region Coach of 
the Year.

The women’s soccer team started the season with a 3-4-1 
record, but rebounded to win nine straight matches to close 
the regular season. Eighth-year head coach Heidi Woodcock’s 
squad won the SUNYAC regular-season title, then advanced 
in penalty kicks in the conference tournament semifinals 
before losing to New Paltz, 1-0, in the championship round.

Two days later, Cortland earned an at-large berth into the 
NCAA tournament and headed to Case Western Reserve in 
Ohio to face Eastern University (Pa.) in the opening round.

Cortland and Eastern played to a scoreless tie through 
two overtimes. Penalty kicks finally determined who 
advanced. Three times, Eastern had a chance to convert the 

winning penalty kick, but all three times Cortland graduate 
student goalie Pam Monnier of East Northport, N.Y., turned 
aside the attempts. Cortland connected on its penalty kick in 
the eighth round, and Monnier made yet another save to 
send the Red Dragons to the second round.

The following day, Cortland stunned nationally ranked 
Case Western, 1-0, on a second-half goal by freshman Caitlin 
Guerra of Highland Falls, N.Y., to advance to the “Sweet 16.” A 
week later at Ithaca College, Cortland beat Concordia-
Moorhead (Minn.), 2-0, but lost to the host Bombers, 2-0, one 
game shy of the “Final Four.” The Red Dragons finished the 
season with a 14-6-3 record.

Monnier allowed only 0.66 goals per game and posted 11 
solo shutouts during the season. Cortland’s career leader with 
314 saves, Monnier earned SUNYAC Player of the Year and 
Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) Upstate New 
York Defensive Player of the Year honors. Monnier, senior 
forward Jackie De Luise of Schenectady, N.Y., senior defender 
Kelly Wanser of East Northport, N.Y., and junior midfielder 
Stacey Wood of New Hyde Park, N.Y., were selected to the 
All-East Region team.

Three Red Dragons wrestlers earn 
All-American recognition
One of the best seasons in Cortland wrestling history culmi-
nated with a 10th-place team finish at the NCAA Division III 
Championships. Tenth-year head coach Brad Bruhn’s squad 
also won the Empire Collegiate Wrestling Conference (ECWC) 
title and tied the school single-season victory record with its 
17-3 dual-meet record.

Junior Jared Myhrberg of Queensbury, N.Y., sophomore 
Brian Bistis of Whitehouse Station, N.J., and freshman Joey 
Giaramita of Elwood, N.Y., earned All-America honors with 
top-eight finishes at nationals. Myhrberg placed third at 197 
pounds, while Bistis and Giaramita finished eighth at 141 and 

285 pounds, respectively. Myhrberg completed the season 
with a 33-1 record, his only loss an overtime decision in the 
national semifinals. He set a school record with 17 pins.

Myhrberg and Bistis won ECWC weight-class titles to earn 
national berths. Giaramita, junior 157-pounder Troy Sterling of 
Uniondale, N.Y., and senior 184-pounder Carl Korpi of Miller 
Place, N.Y., were national wild-card selections. 

Field hockey and men’s cross  
country qualify for NCAA action
The Cortland field hockey team earned its 13th straight NCAA 
tournament appearance in thrilling fashion when sophomore 
Erin Smith of Greene, N.Y., scored with four minutes, 57 
seconds remaining in sudden-victory overtime to give the 
Red Dragons a 2-1 win over Oneonta in the SUNYAC tour-
nament title game.

Led by 14th-year head coach Cynthia Wetmore, the team 
received an NCAA automatic berth by winning the league 
crown for the 11th time in the last 12 years. Cortland, which 
finished the season 12-7, lost in the NCAA opening round at 
Franklin & Marshall College and tied for 17th place nationally.

Junior forward Sara Woodward of Ancram, N.Y., led the 
Red Dragons in scoring with 11 goals and three assists for 25 
total points. She earned a spot on the All-North Atlantic 
Region team along with junior back Liz DeWaters of 
Lockport, N.Y.

The men’s cross country team, under fourth-year head 
coach Steve Patrick ’97, finished second at the SUNYAC 
Championships and fourth out of 40 schools at the NCAA 
Division III Atlantic Regionals. The Red Dragons earned an 
at-large berth in the 32-team NCAA Division III Championship 
field and finished 20th nationally.

Five Red Dragon runners earned all-region honors with 
top-35 regional finishes. Freshman Nick Marcantonio of Glens 
Falls, N.Y., placed 10th at regionals and junior Tom Hopkins of 
Syracuse, N.Y., finished 17th at regionals and was the Red 
Dragons’ top finisher at nationals with a 54th-place showing.

Junior Pat Fannon of West Islip, N.Y., turned in a 23rd-
place regional finish, followed by freshman Mike Ramos of 
Middletown, N.Y., in 29th place and junior Joe Blazey of 
Newark Valley, N.Y., in 33rd place.

Graduate student women’s soccer goalie Pam Monnier dives to stop a penalty kick versus Geneseo 
in the 2011 SUNYAC tournament semifinals. Monnier earned SUNYAC Player of the Year and ECAC 
Division III Upstate New York Defensive Player of the Year honors after helping lead Cortland to the 
SUNYAC regular-season title and the NCAA Division III tournament quarterfinals. 

Junior Jared Myhrberg earned All-America honors with a third-place finish at 197 pounds at the NCAA 
Division III Wrestling Championships. Myhrberg, shown during a regular-season home match, finished 
the season with a 33-1 record and set a school single-season record with 17 pins. Cortland finished 10th 
nationally and won the Empire Collegiate Wrestling Conference title. 
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Complete coverage of SUNY Cortland’s 25 varsity  
athletic programs is available online at:

www.cortlandreddragons.com
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Football retains Cortaca Jug,  
wins ECAC Southeast Bowl game
Two close losses kept the Cortland football team from making 
its third NCAA tournament appearance in four years, but the 
Red Dragons still enjoyed a 9-2 season that included a second 
straight Cortaca Jug rivalry game win over Ithaca College.

Under 15th-year head coach Dan MacNeill ’79, Cortland 
tied for second place in the New Jersey Athletic Conference 
with a 7-2 record after a five-point loss to league champion 
Kean and a one-point setback at Montclair State. The Red 
Dragons finished the regular season on a high note with a 
27-3 win at Ithaca — its largest margin of victory on the 
Bombers’ soil since 1955 — and wrapped the year with a 14-0 
home win versus Albright College in the ECAC Division III 
Southeast Bowl.

Graduate student quarterback Dan Pitcher of Cortland, 
N.Y., was a finalist for the Gagliardi Trophy — the Division III 
version of the Heisman Trophy — after enjoying a record-
setting season. Pitcher established school single-season 
records with 31 touchdown passes and 2,951 total o!ensive 
yards and career records with 54 scoring passes and 13 straight 
games with a touchdown toss.

Pitcher, senior o!ensive tackle Billy Castro of Washing-
tonville, N.Y., and sophomore wide receiver John Babin of 
Warwick Valley, N.Y., each earned All-America honors. Castro 
garnered All-America status for the second straight season. 
Babin broke school records with 72 receptions for 1,183 yards 
and 16 touchdowns.

Women’s gymnastics and men’s  
basketball capture ECAC titles
The Cortland women’s gymnastics team won the ECAC 
Division III title for the second straight season and finished 
fourth at the National Collegiate Gymnastics Association 
(NCGA) Championships.

With 14th-year head coach Gary Babjack at the helm, the 
Red Dragons posted an ECAC winning score of 189.10. The 

score is the second-best in school history, just short of the 
190.00 Cortland scored to win the 2011 ECAC crown. Junior 
Sarah Nadrowski of Bu!alo, N.Y., was chosen as the ECAC 
Division III Gymnast of the Year after repeating as the all-
around champion and earning four other All-ECAC honors. 
Freshman Elise Koniko! of Hamburg, N.Y., won the ECAC 
vault title.

Cortland earned eight All-America honors at the NCGA 
Championships, led by senior Marissa Goodstein’s national 
runner-up finish on vault. Nadrowski picked up All-America 
hardware on floor exercise, uneven bars and in the all-around. 
Sophomore Courtney Mangini of Dix Hills, N.Y., was an All-
American in both the all-around and floor exercise. Other 
Cortland All-Americans included sophomore Stephanie 
Sladky of East Islip, N.Y., on floor exercise and senior Cady 
Tinney of Nichols, N.Y., on uneven bars.

The men’s basketball squad, led by 17th-year head coach 
Tom Spanbauer ’83, finished the season with a 22-7 record 
— the fourth-highest win total in school history. The Red 
Dragons finished second in the SUNYAC regular-season 
standings and advanced to the league tournament champi-
onship game before losing a tight game, 66-57, at Oswego.

The Red Dragons were denied an NCAA at-large berth 
but, instead, earned the right to host Alfred University in the 
ECAC Division III Upstate New York championship game. 
Junior guard Jeremy Smith of the Bronx scored 19 points and 
was the game’s Most Outstanding Player as the Red Dragons 
defeated the Saxons, 76-69, to win their first ECAC title.

Junior guard Jesse Winter of Rockville Centre, N.Y., led 
Cortland with 14.8 points and 4.2 assists per game. He was 
chosen as both an All-ECAC and All-SUNYAC selection. 
Winter also became the 20th player in program history to 
reach the career 1,000-point mark and only the ninth player 
to do so in three seasons or less.

Other highlights...
 Senior women’s tennis player Stephanie DiCapua of East 
Quogue, N.Y., was named the 2011 SUNYAC Peter J. Cahill 
Award recipient as the league’s Most Valuable Player. 
DiCapua finished the fall season with an 11-0 singles record 
and earned All-SUNYAC honors for the third time. The 
award is named for Cortland’s former women’s tennis and 
swimming and diving head coach, a 1966 Cortland alumnus, 
who passed away in 2006.

 Senior women’s basketball guard Brittany Cohen of 
Fayetteville, N.Y., earned SUNYAC Player of the Year 
honors for the second straight season. Cohen was also the 
ECAC Upstate New York Division III Player of the Year and 
an honorable mention All-American after averaging 15.2 
points and 5.4 assists per game.

 Senior distance runner Alyson Dalton of Sherrill, N.Y., 
earned All-America honors during both the fall and winter. 
She finished 30th at the NCAA Division III Women’s Cross 
Country Championships and placed eighth in the 5,000 
meters at the NCAA Division III Women’s Indoor Track and 
Field Championships.

 Other Cortland indoor track and field athletes to earn  
All-America honors included junior Jordyn Naylon of 
Fairport, N.Y., with sixth-place national finish in the 
women’s mile run and the national fourth-place men’s 
4x400-meter relay team of junior Eric Banks of Westbury, 
N.Y., senior Phill Wiltshire of Vestal, N.Y., freshman Neil 
Yodice of Northport, N.Y., and sophomore Stephan Linton 
of Roosevelt, N.Y.

Division III cultivates well-rounded champions
As part of the first annual NCAA Division III athletics  
recogni tion week, SUNY Cortland President Erik J. Bitterbaum 
this April wrote a public letter about SUNY Cortland’s long 
history as a D-3 powerhouse, and what that says about 
SUNY Cortland’s educational experience. A version, edited 
for space, is printed here: 

BY ERIK J. BITTERBAUM President 
Board Member, NCAA Division III  
President’s Council

Lindsay Abbott, a nationally recognized 
SUNY Cortland lacrosse player, could 
probably play just about anywhere she 
wants; including many Division I schools. 

But Lindsay, a four-time All-America 
player and the College’s all-time leader in goals, points and 
assists, says that she’s never thought about transferring from 
Division III SUNY Cortland. 

“People tell me that I could have played Division I 
lacrosse. But honestly, the experience that I had at Cortland,  
I wouldn’t trade it for anything,” Lindsay said. “I wanted to 
stay at Cortland the entire time.” 

Those sentiments mean a lot to me, both as president of 
SUNY Cortland and as a member of the Division III Presidents 
Council, which I was named to in December. I know that 
similar feelings are shared by student-athletes among all 442 
college and university campuses that host NCAA Division III 
athletics. It is a division with no scholarships, relatively few 
headlines and no illusions about professional sports careers. 
At this level of competitive college athletics, students partic-
ipate for only one reason: love of the game. 

At SUNY Cortland, we are very proud of our national 
reputation for athletic excellence. Our athletic program is 
one of only five in the United States to rank among the top 
20 in Division III every year since the Director’s Cup standings 
began in 1996. The College has placed first in the State 
University of New York Athletic Conference Commissioner’s 
Cup Standings every year except one since 1997.

We are even prouder of the larger role that the College 
played in shaping the lives of thousands of well-rounded and 
high-achieving young men and women. In Division III institu-
tions like Cortland, athletics is just one of the many educa-
tional activities students are encouraged to experience. 

SUNY Cortland embodies the Division III philosophy of 
equally valuing academics, athletics and involvement in 
co-curricular and extracurricular activities. We are proud that 
so many of our student-athletes exhibit the type of well-
rounded balance and dedication to excellence that Division 
III sports promote. 

Students like Alyson Dalton, a two-time All-America cross 
country runner from Sherrill, N.Y. Alyson knew of Cortland’s 
storied athletic history from her father, Mark, a former Red 
Dragon swimmer. And she knew that competing for a Division 
III school like Cortland would allow her to achieve personal 
goals that may have been out of reach on the Division II or 
Division I stage.

“At Cortland, I knew I could run well and be a big fish in a 
little pond, not the other way around,” said Alyson, a senior 
who has been accepted into the physical therapy program at 
SUNY Upstate Medical University.

In Division III, students don’t limit their goals to the track, 
swimming pool or playing field. 

Michael Tota, captain of SUNY Cortland’s undefeated and 
nationally second-ranked men’s lacrosse team, became the 

eighth player in program history to surpass 200 career points, 
and he did it while maintaining a 4.06 grade point average. 
The senior business economics major also was deeply 
involved in undergraduate research. He recently won both  
a prestigious SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Student Excel-
lence, and distinction for having the highest grade among  
all Phi Kappa Phi honor society members in SUNY Cortland’s 
School of Arts and Sciences.

“It’s all about time management,” Tota said. “If you’re 
willing to get ahead, life as a Division III student-athlete 
should be rewarding and manageable.”

Abby Martin, a two-position softball star from Oswego, 
N.Y., transferred from Division I Monmouth University to be 
closer to home. At SUNY Cortland, she found a softball team 
that was both a national championship contender and an 
enjoyable outlet that let her grow as a person. 

“At my old school, it was all business,” Martin said. “Here 
at Cortland, we play because we want to, because we love it 
and we share a love for the game.”

Michael Tota balances outstanding athletic 
performance with stellar academic 
achievement.

Allyson Dalton knew Cortland’s nationally recognized athletic program would  
help her reach her goals.
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