
 

 

helped fund six undergraduate 

and graduate students’ travel to 

the Southeastern Medieval Asso-

ciation Conference in Atlanta, 

Georgia, where they performed 

the York Flood Play before an 

audience of Medieval scholars 

and where they had the oppor-

tunity to participate in a broader 

scholarly community.  We offer 

our sincere gratitude to those of 

you who have made these oppor-

tunities available to our students. 

      Finally, the English Depart-

ment added two new faculty 

members this year.  Sarah Hob-

son (Ph. D., University of Pennsyl-

vania) joins the faculty of the 

Adolescence Education/English 

program, where she is teaching 

courses in teaching methods and 

language pedagogy.  Guiseppe 

Getto (Ph. D., Michigan State 

University) joins the faculty of 

our Professional Writing pro-

gram, where he teaches courses 

in digital and technical writing.  In 

addition, Deborah Rogers and 

Christine Lemchak, two long-

serving instructors, were promot-

ed to full-time lecturers.  We 

welcome these additions to 

Cortland’s English community. 

By Matt Lessig 

     On the evening of Satur-

day, April 21, I will don aca-

demic regalia and present the 

English Department’s annual 

academic awards at Cortland 

College’s Honors Convocation. 

Though this will be my first 

stint as the department’s 

awards presenter, the regalia 

has been on stage many times 

before. 

     In fact, this regalia bears a 

rather illustrious history.  It 

first belonged to Professor 

Lester Hurt, chair of the Eng-

lish Department from 1963 

until his sudden and tragic 

death in 1965. The hood and 

gown then passed to Profes-

sor Hurt’s good friend, Robert 

Rhodes ‘53, who wore it 

proudly for many years before 

bestowing it upon his col-

league Arnold Talentino. Upon 

his retirement, Professor Tal-

entino passed the garments 

on to David Franke, who has 

generously allowed me to 

borrow them for this occa-

sion.  As I stand on stage and 

present our most accom-

plished students with this 

year’s awards, I will, quite literally, 

be draped in departmental history 

and tradition. 

     Thus, I imagine myself a fit 

figure for the occasion, my attire 

combining the traditional symbols 

of scholarship with our Depart-

ment’s history of academic excel-

lence and community service.  The 

12 undergraduate and graduate 

students who will be receiving this 

year’s scholarships have demon-

strated their commitments to 

scholarly achievement and aca-

demic excellence.  And these 

scholarships have been made 

possible by Cortland alumni and 

faculty who have demonstrated 

their commitment to the academ-

ic traditions of the English Depart-

ment through generous contribu-

tions to the Cortland College 

Foundation. 

     This year we are delighted to 

announce the introduction of the 

Robert Rhodes Scholarship, which 

honors Dr. Rhodes’ near 60-year 

association with the English De-

partment by providing financial 

support to an English Department 

major with demonstrated aca-

demic success and financial need.  

Our Foundation accounts also 
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Featured Alumnus Gerald K. Masters  
By Gerald K. Masters ’03    

     “Today’s 256 class has been 

canceled.”   

     After 40 years, details 

blur.  But I can still see those 

words, hastily scribbled on a 

scrap of paper and taped to 

the door of Professor Meon-

ch’s office.  I had taken the eleva-

tor from the ground floor at  Bing-

hamton University, after it had 

become obvious that there was 

something wrong with an empty 

lecture hall minutes before class 

was scheduled. After a nighttime 

trip of 40 minutes, and having 

paid tuition by stealing from the 

family piggy bank, I fumed, think-

ing that some academic in an 

ivory tower could casually steal 

something I considered valuable. 

I bend easily out of shape when I 

prepay for stuff, like college 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“Rather than 

enduring 

institutional 

arrogance that 

seemed to 

conspire against 

me, the entire 

staff at SUNY 

Cortland---not 

just the English 

faculty---seemed 

determined to 

help me.” 

 -Gerald Masters 

‘03 

Alumnus Gerald Masters ‘03 

working with a student 

Featured Alumnus Gerald K. Masters ‘03 
coursework, that’s never de-

livered.  It would be as though 

the fast food cashier returned 

only my change and receipt--

no food or drink.       

     The arrogance of an enter-

prise that even 40 years ago 

seemed overly pleased at its 

self-proclaimed “selective” 

status, but would cancel in-

struction without explanation, 

apparently unconcerned 

about the many non-

traditional students struggling 

to get to class and pursue 

dreams, unsettled me that 

night.  I can’t know if that 

night was also when, driving 

home from campus, “Bridge 

Over Troubled Waters” on the 

radio so moved me.  However, 

I’m quite sure which thing--

the “bridge” or the “troubled 

waters”--resonated most with 

my learning that night.   

    My graduate experience at 

SUNY Cortland three decades 

later couldn’t have been more 

different.  After 30 years of 

deferring my dream of earning 

a masters degree and teaching 

high school English, the next 

four years of nights and sum-

mers at Old Main were cer-

tainly my bridge to my second 

and current career, teaching 

technical and business com-

munications to high school 

vocational students.  Rather 

than enduring institutional 

arrogance that seemed to 

conspire against me, the en-

tire staff at SUNY Cortland---

not just the English faculty---

seemed determined to help 

me.  After a mere 10 years of 

blurring, easy to recall details 

are fondly remembered.  

    I remember Arnold Tal-

entino’s encouragement and 

advocacy.  He arranged an 

initial interview with the MAT 

program administrator to facili-

tate a vision for my non-

traditional matriculation, which 

might otherwise not have been 

apparent to his colleagues.  He 

wrote letters on my behalf, 

despite my engineering under-

graduate work being so English-

lean that only a generous as-

sessment of tangentially related 

humanities coursework could 

justify allowing me to regis-

ter.  Dr. Talentino’s testimony 

that I would be a serious, if 

slow, learner was apparently 

based on directly observing my 

persistence as a novice tennis 

player whom he and Peter Ca-

hill had regularly whipped on 

Sunday afternoons in years 

past. 

    I remember Karla Alwes deal-

ing with my constant whining as 

I never seemed able to com-

plete work on time, and her 

gracious and gentle criticisms, 

such as that I “really had to try 

harder” to comply with MLA 

style guidelines on future pa-

pers.    

    I remember Ellen Hill allowing 

me to take her methods course 

on unit lesson planning at a 

distance, because I had to work 

during the day, which was the 

only time it was scheduled.  I 

sensed Dr. Hill might not have 

received all the required ap-

provals...had she even tried.   

    I remember Mary Kennedy 

accommodating my schedule by 

allowing an incomplete on my 

masters thesis in order to allow 

the inclusion of data from field 

research. That research may 

have been the only aspect of 

my placement that convinced 

my mentor teacher to allow 

that I might someday teach 

students, whose youth so chal-

lenged my ability to connect with 

them in a manner that could 

help them learn. Dr. Kennedy’s 

advising countered a generation 

gap trouble that---despite widen-

ing relentlessly each September--

-I better manage now.      

    I remember the English chair, 

dean, and provost listening impa-

tiently to why, with graduation 

imminent, I hadn’t fulfilled the 

foreign language requirement. 

Resolution: all would signoff on a 

waiver, if I spent the summer in 

the Spanish classroom at the 

local community college.  

    Cortland’s help wasn’t limited 

to professors, department chairs, 

and senior administrators. I re-

member department secretaries 

handling communications, copy-

ing, and all manner of admin-

strivia associated with my non-

traditional circumstances and 

absentmindedness. I remember 

the staff of the graduate studies 

office having to sort out the con-

fusion on my record caused by all 

this special treatment before I 

could graduate. I remember the 

cleaner at the Interfaith Center, 

Norman Trigoboff, advising me in 

all matters of local importance 

(best library study locations, 

what to bring for snack breaks 

during evening classes, etc.) and 

even knowing to whom, and in 

what order, I should appeal re-

garding that foreign language 

waiver.   

     And the help didn’t stop at 

graduation.  Under the auspices 

of Finger Lakes Community Col-

lege, my school offers credits to 

our vocational students for col-

lege-level work.  Planning for 

those first classes, calls for help 

were promptly answered---from 

Dr. Kennedy, a textbook recom-

mendation for a 101-level writing 

(Continued on page 3) S U N Y  C O R T L A N D   

Professor Robert Rhodes ‘53 

poses with an English student at 

the department party.  
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course, and from friends of Dr. 

Alwes, literature recommenda-

tions for a 102-level course for 

our Early Childhood Education 

students.   

    My addiction to help from 

Cortland seems irreversible. 

Recently, institutional support 

for David Franke’s Seven Valleys 

Writing Project, and Dr. Kenne-

dy’s opinion regarding my par-

ticipation in its grassroots mis-

Faculty Achievements 2011, Featuring Denise D. Knight 
By Staff 

    Denise D. Knight had an enjoy-

able and productive year-long 

sabbatical in 2011.  In June, she 

presented two papers at the 

International Conference on 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman in Mis-

soula, Mont., where she also 

chaired a session on Gilman’s 

literary form. She has been invit-

ed to expand one of her talks, 

“Artistic Renderings of Charlotte 

Perkins Gilman,” for inclusion in 

a new collection of essays.  In 

July, Knight completed work on 

a major invited essay titled 

“Prospects for the Study of 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman,” for 

the refereed journal, Resources 

for American Literary Study. 

That essay explores the direc-

tion of Gilman studies and pro-

vides scholars with suggestions 

for future research.  Denise D. 

Knight's essay, "`that pure New 

England stock': Charlotte Perkins 

Gilman and the Construction of 

Identity," has been published as 

the opening chapter in Char-

lotte Perkins Gilman: New Texts, 

New Contexts (Ohio State Uni-

versity Press, 2011).  The chap-

ter argues that Gilman's belief 

has undertaken with her hus-

band, Michael. 

Faculty Accomplishments: 

2011  

 

•Heather Bartlett, Ross Bor-

den, Jack Carr, Mary Kenne-

dy, Christine Lemchak, Debby 

Rogers, and Anne Wiegard 

completed an intensive, week-

long media literacy course — 

Project Look Sharp at Ithaca 

College in August 2011. They 

received training in the theory 

and practice of media literacy, 

learned applications for digital 

technology, and developed 

media literacy projects for 

their courses.  

•Victoria Boynton delivered 

the Brooks Museum Lecture 

for Women’s History Month, 

2012. The title of her talk was 

“Does a Text Have a Sex?” 

Three of her students won 

College Writing Contest priz-

es. 

•David Franke continues to 

direct the Seven Valleys Na-

tional Writing Project, pro-

moting writing for teachers in 

public schools. 

•Marni Gauthier’s book, Am-

nesia and Redress in Contem-

porary American Fic-

tion:  Counterhistory, has been 

published by Palgrave MacMil-

lan in the American Literature 

Readings in the 21st Century 

series, edited by Linda Wagner-

Martin, on 2011.  Through 

interpreting the truth claims of 

a contemporary historical fic-

tion–beyond postmodernism--

on epistemological and narra-

tive bases, Amnesia and Re-

dress identifies a new literary 

movement as a distinct phe-

nomenon of recent global and 

national history. 

•Guiseppe Getto's poem "On 

the Banks of Forgetting" has 

been accepted for publication 

by the Sugar House Review 

(http:// sugarhousereview. 

com/). It will be forthcoming in 

their spring issue. 

•Alexander G. Gonzalez has 

been informed that his article, 

"Letting a Poem Mean as Much 

as It Can Mean:  Additional 

Interpretations of Eavan Bo-

land's 'I Remember' and 'In Her 

Own Image,'" has been accept-

ed for publication at ANQ:  A 

Quarterly Journal of Short Arti-

cles, Notes, and Reviews.  It will 

appear in a special edition on 

(Continued on page 4) 

warded, my dependence on 

Cortland is now hard-wired. 

    I’m pleased that after thirty 

years, when I returned to 

graduate school, Cortland 

displaced Binghamton.  No 

uncaring notes implying dis-

dain for my needs.  Rather, 

only sincere best wishes and 

solid help. And although I 

seemed especially needy, I’d 

bet my experience was not 

sion to improve writing instruction, 

has resulted in extraordinary pro-

fessional development for me, and 

the subtle transformation of my 

teaching.  My confidence, my stu-

dents’ learning, and my collabora-

tion with colleagues have all been 

transformed in ways that seem 

permanently beneficial to students. 

We’ll have to see about the perma-

nence of those changes, of 

course.  However, consistently re-

uncommon.  All students de-

serve like consideration, and I 

try to reflect that truth in my 

practice.  Trustworthy assis-

tance and rich professional 

association was my Old Main 

experience, the enduring bene-

fits of which I mean to extend 

to students and colleagues. 

Cortland showed me then---

and continues to model now---

how I should do just that.         

in, and association with, Anglo he-

gemony in New England reflects not 

only her tenacious nativism but 

also constitutes a form of cultural 

imperialism. In August, Knight 

served as an NEH Peer Reviewer in 

Washington, D.C., where she re-

viewed and ranked applicants for 

NEH Fellowships.  She also finalized 

work on an edition of Gilman’s 

verses, In This Our World and Un-

collected Poems, co-edited with 

Distinguished Professor of English 

Emeritus Gary Scharnhorst at the 

University of New Mexico. That 

book will be published in May. 

Knight also wrote a short article on 

Charles Walter Stetson’s sonnet, “A 

Song in May,” which is currently 

under review.  In October, she fin-

ished work on a 32-page article 

titled “`to woo that damsel’: Char-

lotte Perkins Gilman, Katharine 

Beecher Stetson, and the Branches 

on the Family Tree.”  That work is 

also under review.  Knight is cur-

rently working on an essay that 

examines the reconstruction of 

identity in Edith Wharton’s novel, 

Summer, which she is co-authoring 

with Dr. Karla Alwes.  She has also 

completed the first 110 pages of 

what will be a book-length memoir 

about 23 animal rescues that she 
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“Through the 

power of the 

internship, 

students and 

grads will be 

much closer to 

that dream 

position in a 

shorter amount 

of time than they 

often think.” 

—Taylor Morris 

Faculty Achievements 2011 continued  

S U N Y  

C O R T L A N D   

 

Dr. Guiseppe Getto, 

one of two new facul-

ty members in the 

English department  

contemporary Irish writers that will 

also feature his previously accepted 

annotations on Brendan Behan's 

play The Quare Fellow. Gonzalez 

has also been informed that his 

article, “Joyce's Presence in Iris 

Murdoch's 'Something Special,'” 

has finally been published in Studies 

in Short Fiction.  Alex wishes to 

thank the encouraging support of 

the College Research Committee, 

which awarded him a Faculty Re-

search Program grant in 2007. 

•Andrea Harbin’s article 

“Podcasting and Pedagogy” has 

been published in The Once and 

Future Classroom, Vol VIII, Issue 2, 

2010. Harbin’s Medieval Drama 

students performed in a successful 

production of the York “Flood” play 

at the South Eastern Medieval As-

sociation in Decatur, Ga.  She says, 

“They were fabulous!”  (Dustin 

Bush, Adam Ferguson, Ashley An-

drews, Betsye Caughey, Bev Cum-

mings, and Julie Herbert). 

•Mary Lynch Kennedy received the 

2010 Educator of Excellence Award 

from the New York State English 

Council. Kennedy’s Theorizing Com-

position: A Critical Sourcebook of 

Theory and Scholarship in Contempo-

rary Composition Studies. Greenwood 

1998, IAP 2006, has been released as 

an e-book. The seventh edition of the 

book, Writing in the Disciplines; A 

Reader and Rhetoric for Academic 

Writers, co-authored by Mary Kenne-

dy, published by Prentice Hall, was 

released earlier this year.  There will 

be a copy on the shelf in the depart-

ment office for interested browsers. 

• The book, Alchemy of the Word: 

Writers Talk About Writing, co-edited 

by Nicola Morris, published by Cali-

fornia Institute of Arts and Letters, 

was released earlier this year.  There 

will be a copy on the shelf in the de-

partment office for interested brows-

ers. 

•Emmanuel Nelson recently reviewed 

a book-length manuscript titled Queer 

Retrosexualities: The Politics of Repar-

ative Return for possible publication 

by Lehigh University Press. The two-

volume Encyclopedia of Contemporary 

LGBTQ Literature of the United States, 

which Emmanuel S. Nelson edited 

recently, has been named a 2010 Out-

standing Academic Title by Choice.   

•Nominated by five former graduate 

students, Karen Stearns has been 

named an Educator of Excellence by 

the NYS English Council.  She is giving 

two presentations at this year’s con-

ference in Albany: “What’s So Critical 

about Critical Literacy: Reading the 

World in the Word” and “Reading the 

Past, Reading the Future: Reading and 

Teaching YAL in the Digital Era.” 

Cortland students who will also be 

presenting are Dustin Bush, Liz Camp-

bell, Jessica Cassin and Heather 

Dengler.  

 Student Remarks on Value of Internships 
I’ve used my portfolio of clips and 

bylines to show potential freelance 

clients my skills, and have continued 

to build that portfolio with new 

work for new publications. When 

my internship ended, I was also 

brought on as a freelance contribu-

tor and have since written for the 

paper on a near-weekly basis. 

     Internships are important, but 

only as important as professional 

writing students choose to make 

them. If a student is a fan of politics 

and hard news journalism and 

they're off writing memos and press 

material for some insurance compa-

ny, the internship will likely be less 

fulfilling for them than if they're, 

say, a fashionista writing for a 

style magazine or a sports buff 

writing at a sports pub. Students 

should seek out the best “entry 

(Continued on page 5) 

doors.” Clichés, sure, but they’re accu-

rate. I ended up reaching out to one of 

the paper's editors, took an interview, 

and was eventually offered an intern-

ship position in editorial. 

     On day one of any writing/

journalism/editorial internship, come 

prepared to write. On my day one, I 

walked in, got a quick tour of the office, 

and was handed a card. The card was a 

heavy-paper flyer for a local theatre 

production company’s latest crea-

tion.  “Write a preview for this event,” I 

was told. “About 100 to 150 words.” My 

theatre knowledge was, as it is now, 

limited. I did what every writer should 

know how to do: read. 

     An hour or so later, an accepted pre-

view was taken. It would end up being 

my first (albeit un-bylined) piece of copy 

in print. In a few weeks, I started getting 

bylines and building a portfolio. 

     The work I did at my internship car-

ried over into my new professional life. 

By Taylor Morris (2011) 

     A writing-based internship is a 

required part of the professional 

writing major, though all students 

may take internships for credit. 

Acquiring an internship-- or even an 

interview for an internship-- is al-

most entirely on the shoulders of 

the student. This, at first, might 

seem a little tough: mandate an 

internship, turn them out on the 

world in an effort to find one. Well, 

it’s not as tough as that; the pro-

gram provides students with intern-

ship coordinators; student employ-

ment services can help with place-

ment; advisors can help point stu-

dents in the right direction.  

     I did my internship in the spring 

semester of 2011 at an alt 

newsweekly in Albany. The intern-

ship was an “incredibly valuable 

experience” that “opened up 
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By  Drs. Hobson and Getto 

 

     Sarah Hobson comes from 

the University of Pennsylvania 

where she specialized in Read-

ing, Writing and Literacy.  She 

began her career as a public 

suburban high school teacher of 

French, English and Humanities.  

In 2003, she left the classroom, 

just as the culture of standarded 

testing had begun to permeate 

urban and suburban schools.  

Eager to improve her own prac-

tice and to create spaces for 

teachers to have a voice in edu-

cational policy, she pursued 

practitioner inquiry.  She re-

turned to urban middle and high 

school classrooms to develop 

and study English pedagogy 

centered in student research of 

multiple genres of texts through 

ethnographic and dramatic in-

quiry and writing.  Her current 

interests are to continue devel-

oping this pedagogy with pre 

and in-service teachers.  In her 

first semester at Cortland, she 

began a practitioner inquiry 

study with the large cohort of 

undergraduates in her course on 

Grammar and the Writing Pro-

cess.  Using various mediums 

such as drama, film, photo-

graphs, music, and writing, these 

students produced in depth 

understandings of several Young 

Adult novels.  Her study will 

reveal in what ways instruction 

centered in multi-genre texts 

and ethnographic and dramatic 

inquiry supports current and 

future teachers in re-envisioning 

the teaching of English and con-

necting deeply with adolescents, 

their lives, literacies, needs, and 

concerns. 

     Guiseppe Getto hails from 

Michigan State University where 

he received his Ph.D. in rhetoric 

and writing with a specialization 

in Community Literacies, Tech-

nologies and Media. As a first 

generation college student, 

graduate student, and now 

Ph.D., Guiseppe has always been 

driven to develop teaching prac-

tices that enable students and 

local community members to 

gain access to literacies, technol-

ogies and media that empower 

them to be successful in their 

educational and professional 

endeavors. Now at  SUNYCort-

land, he is in the process of de-

veloping this interest/expertise 

into curricula and research pro-

jects that foster the exploration 

of various high impact profes-

sional writing genres from grant 

writing to web authoring to 

technical writing. He is current-

ly preparing for a new re-

search project tentatively 

entitled "New Media Engage-

ment: Designing Civic Practic-

es for Digital Writers. " The 

project will investigate how 

his community partners use 

various digital genres of 

writing, such as websites, 

social media pages, digital 

videos, created by students in 

his service-learning course 

"Writing in the Digital Age." 

Professional Writing students 

Jack Labriola and Erin Garri-

son will be his research assis-

tants.  

point” for their favorite field or 

desired genre and work their 

way in. And work their way up. 

Students shouldn’t just limit 

themselves to some crown jew-

el, super A+, competitive posi-

tion. (Although if they can get it, 

they should by all means take it.) 

Student Remarks on Value of Internships continued  
cliché, while definitely a cliché, is 

apt in the writing world. A stu-

dent or recent graduate likely 

won’t walk into a dream job. 

They’ll first have to gain experi-

ence and the oh-so-valuable 

byline. Internships accelerate the 

experience and byline track. 

Through the power of the intern-

ship, students and grads will be 

much closer to that dream posi-

tion in a shorter amount of time 

than they often think. 

Students should be encouraged 

to take multiple internships over 

the course of their undergradu-

ate career, not just the required 

one. The experience and connec-

tions and opportunities afforded 

by these internships is invalua-

ble. The “climbing the rungs” 

Cortland Remembers the Life of June Sprague  
me that one might have thought 

she was married to Shake-

speare), and she taught the usu-

al range of introductory and 

period courses.  Something of an 

expert on the works of James 

Joyce, she might have offered 

courses on his work had fate not 

decreed that Joyce was already 

territory staked out by, well, the 

author of these remarks.  To 

these bare bones of what June 

Sprague did in the English De-

(Continued on page 6) 

tioned there.  Surely they were 

honed later at Bryn Mawr Col-

lege, where she took her Ph.D. 

and was a Fulbright Scholar.  

Later, she taught in the English 

Department of Wells College 

before joining Cortland’s English 

Department as an assistant pro-

fessor in 1963. 

     At Cortland, June moved to 

associate professor in 1965 and 

full professor in 1972.  Her spe-

cial fields were Milton and 

Shakespeare  (Donna Anderson, 

professor emerita, Music, told 

tors and she mentioned by 

name two former members of 

the English Department:  Van 

Burd, still moving along at 98, 

and June Sprague, whom she 

remembered for her extraordi-

nary command of her subjects 

and equally high standards and 

expectations of her students. 

     Perhaps some of June’s pro-

fessional and personal qualities 

grew from being born in 

Charleston, S. C., a city of high 

style and elegance, the daughter 

of a career Navy officer sta-

By Robert Rhodes, Professor 

Emeritus, English 

 

     A few days after June Spra-

gue’s death on March 16 at age 

90 in Mobile, Ala.., I found my-

self in the audience for a pro-

duction of South Pacific in Syra-

cuse.  I fell into conversation 

with a woman in the row be-

hind me and learned that she 

was a Cortland graduate, class 

of 1975.  As usually happens in 

such circumstances, we talked 

about her courses and instruc-
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“It's because 

you all instilled 

within me this 

massive 

hunger for the 

written word -- 

to learn it, to 

discover it, to 

make it mine, 

and now... to 

share it. “ 

—Amber Fox 

SPRING 2012  

partment must be added that she 

did it with total dedication and 

commitment to her students, her 

colleagues, the department, and 

the College.  She was never one to 

show up only when she had a class 

or an office hour. 

     Bob Clark, native of Charleston, 

S.C. and now resident there, taught 

with Cortland’s English Department 

for 17 years beginning in 1964 and 

so was June’s contemporary and a 

first-rate teacher himself.  Shortly 

after June’s death, Bob wrote me to 

speak of her profound and lasting 

influence on him as a teacher.  She 

taught him, Bob wrote, more about 

Shakespeare than he’d learned in 

his own college course.  She was 

Bob’s model in close textual read-

ing and incisive analysis, and she 

counselled him on the shades and 

subtleties of grading.  He wrote -- 

and others who knew June will 

confirm this -- of her formidable 

memory and preparation not only 

for class but for any artistic or cul-

tural event she happened to 

attend.  And Bob spoke of her class-

room presence:  “quite august.” 

     And from that presence might 

issue instructions about the re-

quired protocol should any of us 

need to know how to conduct our-

selves if chance should happen to 

find us in the company of Queen 

Elizabeth or just what we could 

expect to find at the Akhenaton 

exhibit at the Brooklyn Museum. 

     No doubt June’s already vast 

knowledge was augmented by her 

wide travels to just about any-

where in Europe you care to men-

tion and several such voyages as 

Swan’s Hellenic cruises to Greece, 

Italy, Sicily, Turkey and Tunisia.  

And there were the hundreds - - 

perhaps thousands - - of slides she 

took, showed, and then stored in 

her too-small house on Bellrose 

Avenue in Cortland.  I wonder with 

some envy about their present 

whereabouts. 

     As I look back over these re-

marks, I’m afraid I’ve created the 

impression for those who didn’t 

know June Sprague that she wasn’t 

much more than pedantic.  Not so, 

for she was an equally avid social 

creature who loved to give and go 

to parties of all sorts.  She was an 

elegant hostess and cook and de-

lighted in giving brunches and din-

ners.  For a spell in the 60s and 70s, 

English Department members - - 

and, later, others - - gathered after 

classes on Friday afternoons at the 

bar in the now long-departed Hotel 

Cortland for a couple of convivial 

hours, and June was there. 

     I particularly remember the many 

times June drove to Albany to join 

my family for its annual Thanksgiv-

ing dinner and the day’s holiday 

toasts.  Indeed, she became so well 

established in my grandchildren’s 

recollections of those days that my 

granddaughter Mairead once asked, 

“Just what is Miss Sprague’s rela-

tionship to us?”  June frequently 

joined our family for Christmas din-

ner at my daughter Tracy’s and 

those of us who were there for one 

such dinner remember and still 

laugh about the time June was 

sitting near a very tall and heavily 

ornamented Christmas tree and 

watched - - apparently unable to do 

anything about it - - as the tree very 

slowly tipped in her direction and 

did indeed come to a soft rest on 

her white hair.  Unharmed, she 

shrugged off the whole affair with 

an august aplomb that even Queen 

Elizabeth would have applauded. 

     June retired from full-time teach-

ing in 1988 but remained on adjunct 

status until 1992, during which time 

we shared an office and she was 

much the June I’d always known.  

When she vacated the office she left 

behind a locked file cabinet that 

became a mystery to many col-

leagues and certainly to her office-

mate.  Eventually a key was found 

and several of us gathered to 

watch the unveiling, hoping for…. 

some new dimension of our for-

mer colleague? a secret of some 

sort? that I could share with you 

now.  I think we were all disap-

pointed to find only old course 

and student files, but on reflection 

they confirmed June’s commit-

ment to her profession. 

     June’s last years were not par-

ticularly good ones for her or 

those who knew her best and 

cared very much about her.  She 

did pursue her social and intellec-

tual lives but at a slower pace.  

Mobility was increasingly difficult 

for her and a variety of illnesses - - 

a devastating attack of shingles 

took a heavy toll - - led to increas-

ingly long stays at home, and near 

the end of her time in Cortland 

there was a spell in the hospital.  

Friends either took her shopping 

and on other errands, or did them 

for her.  There was a very deep 

stubborn streak in June that kept 

her from seeking the kinds of help 

that could have made her life easi-

er.  Eventually, about two years 

ago, June’s three sisters and their 

husbands came to take her to 

Alabama to be near family.  June’s 

last days were spent as a resident 

in a nursing home where family 

members visited her daily.  It was 

there that she died peacefully. 

     But balancing so much that was 

difficult in June’s last years against 

all that was so vital and vibrant in 

her personality and character, I 

think I’m going to remember June 

Sprague as the woman who dealt 

with that falling Christmas tree 

with such insouciance. 

Remembering June Sprague continued 

June Sprague (above) 

(left to right) students Caitlin 

Liberati, Ryan O’Callaghan,  

Cara Shulman 



 

 

P A G E  7  

 Alumna Thanks Professors after Publishing Book 
By Amber Fox ‘05 

     To all of my English, Litera-

ture, Composition, Writing 

(etc) teachers and professors: 

     Not all of you may remem-

ber me, and that's fine: 

you've had many more stu-

dents than I've had teachers, 

and I'm sure I've forgotten my 

fair share, too. What's im-

portant to me is that you 

know I remember what you 

taught me.  

     I wrote a book. (Find it 

here). It's flash fiction, and 

maybe not everyone's cup of 

tea, but all the same, I want-

ed to tell you. I wanted you to 

know that I did it. I wrote it. 

I've put it out there. It's be-

cause you all instilled within 

me this massive hunger for 

the written word -- to learn it, 

to discover it, to make it 

mine, and now... to share it. I 

couldn't have gotten half this 

far without all of you, and all I 

learned from you. 

     Ms. Arbes, for opening my 

eyes to symbolism and explica-

tion -- I've never been able to 

go back, and I don't want to. 

     Mr. Lohmann, for introduc-

ing me to Shakespeare again 

and again, and the sheer joy of 

all the stage productions. 

     Ms. Romeo, for never ac-

cepting anything less than my 

best work, and for Wuthering 

Heights. 

     Dr. Pukstas, for teaching me 

the power of volume, and of 

silence. And for letting me 

introduce Superman.  

     Ron, for your consistent 

encouragement and unfailing 

humor. And for poems about 

epaulets and nipple tips. And 

the scotch. 

     Dr. Wagner, for teaching me 

about rhythm and pride, and 

daring me to believe I have 

talent. 

      Noralyn, for teaching me to 

be brave, that it's all right to 

cry, and that I have something 

in me worth sharing. 

     Janet, for promising me good 

writing doesn't have to mean 

that I can't use vulgarity if I damn 

well feel like it. 

     Matt, for never just handing 

me an A when I felt entitled, but 

making me work like hell to earn 

every single B+. 

     Victoria, for the dogs that 

licked the sweat off your back, 

the peer reviews, the magazine, 

and the open readings. 

     Marni, for letting me believe 

that Pound's Metro was as much 

beauty as misery. And for not 

failing me even though I hate 

Hemingway.  

      Alex, for teaching me to be 

comfortable in my own skin as 

an explorer, a woman, and a 

writer, all at once. And for persi-

flage. 

     Mark, for eating, shooting, 

and leaving.  . . . and for pushing 

me to finish.  

     Del, for the hours in the dun-

geon, for the afternoons of poet-

ry, for "Something amazing, a 

boy falling out of the sky". 

     Hager, for your love of brevi-

ty. Truly. 

     From all of you, I learned that 

the written word changes lives 

every minute of every day.  That 

just because I see symbolic ref-

erences to sex or death or love 

or life in a piece doesn't mean 

I'm right or wrong. It means I'm 

thinking. It means I'm alive. "I'm 

not a pervert -- I'm an English 

major!" was a source of laughter 

and tears and even a battle cry 

while I have struggled to come 

to terms with how I see the 

world and what I want out of it. 

     I don't know where half of 

you are now -- I don't even 

know if this will reach all of 

you.  I hope it does, and I hope 

you're all still just as passionate 

now as you were when I sat in 

your classrooms.     

     You made a difference in my 

life. Thank you. 

Student Creates Satire Blog Called “The Potato” 
By Ryan O’Callaghan  ‘12 

     It is my firm belief that 

people take themselves too 

seriously. We all worry about 

where we are headed in the 

next few years. Some of us 

worry about getting every-

thing done. In life, I think, that 

we all need to laugh. Smiling 

fights off cancer; look it up (by 

saying “look it up” you should 

probably assume that it is 

right, so don’t even bother 

looking it up. That statement 

ensures my credibility). Yes, I 

am thinking about my future, 

but I don’t think we need to 

nearly kill ourselves trying to 

get to our desired paths. 

     I don’t know about you, but 

for me, I want to have fun 

when I’m on my career path. I 

am a huge fan of “The Onion,” 

a satire news source. The kind 

of writing that “The Onion” 

produces is something that I 

have always wanted to try to 

create. So I put together a task 

force, which includes five more 

SUNY Cortland students, who 

are the funniest people I know. 

In homage to the news source I 

love and my Irish upbringing, I 

named my paper “The Potato.” 

After claiming a tumblr URL 

(cortlandpotato.tumblr.com), my 

team and I began working on our 

paper. We are currently working 

solely online, updating the site 

with new articles each Tuesday. 

Find us at cortlandpota-

to.tumblr.com. 

     With “The Potato” I want to 

create a newspaper that expands 

creative minds, generates an 

understanding of teamwork, and 

produces work that all involved 

can be proud of. But most of all, I 

want it to be fun. 

“The Potato: SUNY Cortland’s 

favorite News Source”. Adver-

tisement for blog on facebook.  

http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/catastrophe-jones-a-collection-of-forgotten-dreams/18691925
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Students sitting in Carlson 

Class room at Camp Hunting-

ton.  

Student Reflects on Raquette Lake Writers’ Retreat  
By Jackie Carlson ‘13 

 

     “Raquette Lake this. Raquette 

Lake that.” That’s all I’ve been 

hearing since I set foot on the 

SUNY Cortland campus three years 

ago. The professional writing pro-

gram hyped up the retreat. It was 

something phenomenal, some-

thing inclusive; to me, it was some-

thing only the best of the best 

attended. 

     I was invited to go for the win-

ter break retreat my Spring semes-

ter of 2011. Frozen lakes, snow, 

cabins—as appealing as that 

sounded, I wasn’t going to jump at 

the chance. Secretly, however, I 

was afraid to go away. I was al-

ready seven hours from home and 

had just developed new friends I 

was finally comfortable with. What 

if I got homesick or scared?  

     I refused the offer. 

     The first Monday back from the 

trip, it seemed like I was out of a 

tight loop. The tall, creative-

looking kid who sat across from 

me was now best friends with the 

outlandish, opinionated senior, 

who was now on joking terms with 

the adorable boy whose prose 

piece made me laugh until I hurt. I, 

however, sat across the room, 

quiet and alone.  I tried to chime in 

when I could, or write something 

up to par, but the Raquette Lake 

retreaters were too intimidating. 

They had transformed into the 

writers I wanted to be.  

     I was determined. 

     This past September, I planned 

to go to Raquette Lake with the 

Cortland Writers Association e-

board. I was, and am currently, 

part of the e-board, making a quiet 

agreement during meetings, trying 

not to step on any toes—they 

were, after all, the experienced 

retreaters. 

     So I went. 

     The weekend came and I almost 

chickened out, but I didn’t. I could-

n’t believe how beautiful the site 

was. The mountainous drive, the 

boat ride across the lake, and the 

water so serene that my body 

was still just from looking at it.  

     When it came time to write, 

I did it with ease, because it’s 

what I love to do. There was a 

hike through the chaotic still-

ness of the woods to an open 

meadow, a walk onto an old 

dock where the cross of a 

church lies across the silent 

water, a broken down shack 

with sturdy inspiration.  

   On our last night, we went 

into a quaint library, blanketed 

with soft light and books. Shar-

ing my own work didn’t come 

naturally to me, but I felt at 

home. I opened my thoughts 

and the words came out. 

    I got laughs, and nods, and 

smiles. 

    Smiles. 

    I was one of the writers 

now, woven into that tight 

loop. Raquette Lake had 

birthed my new family. 

     It’s where I belong. 

S U N Y  C O R T L A N D   

“I look forward 

every semester 

to talking to 

students in one-

on-one confer-

ences and 

watching their 

progress in the 

writing both of 

essays and crea-

tive pieces.” 

—Jane Richards 
Grad Student Remarks on Performance at Conference 
By Dustin Bush ‘12 

 

     I recently had the pleasure of 

performing in The York Fishers’ 

and Mariners’ Pageant: The Flood 

at the South Eastern Medieval 

Association’s 2011 “Voices of the 

People” conference in Decatur, 

Ga.  Dr. Harbin organized the trip, 

and she urged all of her medieval 

drama students to get involved.  

Fortunately for us, the trip was a 

total success, and the entire group 

enjoyed the experience.  As one 

would expect, some members of 

our class could not travel, but they 

were gracious enough to volun-

teer their time designing props 

and participating in rehearsals.  

Also, a number of SUNY Cortland 

faculty and staff made it possible 

for our group to receive funding.  I 

do not think the trip would have 

been feasible without the support 

we received. 

     So, what was the best part of 

the trip?  Our performance, obvi-

ously!  All kidding aside, I wit-

nessed a few insightful presenta-

tions and developed a heightened 

appreciation for medieval drama.  I 

had the pleasure of sitting in on 

well-rehearsed performances: 

scenes from Mucedorus featuring 

Bremo, the medieval wild man; 

The Wakefield Second Shepherd’s 

Play; The Disguising at Hertford.  

The conference was comprised of 

a close knit academic community, 

but it was a welcoming atmos-

phere.  Though we traveled 

approximately 900 miles, I was 

surprised to meet scholars 

from Massachusetts, Virginia 

and Texas.  The entire trip was 

a worthwhile experience.  It is 

extremely important to meet 

eminent scholars, especially 

when citing their publications 

in your own contributions to 

the field.  I recommend that 

other students take advantage 

of the opportunity to travel.  

You will have the opportunity 

to go places you have never 

been, meet scholars with in-

terests similar to your own and 

potentially find an interest in 

new subject areas. 

Dr. David Franke and student 

Jackie Carlson joke with one 

another at department par-

ty. 
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By Denise Knight 

 

     Walk down the English 

Department wing in Old Main, 

and chances are you will 

catch a glimpse of Jane Rich-

ards quietly conversing with a 

student in the vestibule out-

side of her office.  Richards, 

who has taught at Cortland 

for the past 21 years, loves to 

discuss with students their 

perceptions on a variety of 

national and world issues.  

     “I enjoy working with stu-

dents,” she says.“I always 

want to know why the stu-

dents have developed their 

points of view.  I look forward 

every semester to talking to 

students in one-on-one con-

ferences and watching their 

progress in the writing both 

of essays and creative piec-

es.” 

     Yes, most teachers would 

say the same, but what is 

remarkable about Richards is 

that she has been teaching 

for over 50 years, and she has 

never lost the passion.  What 

is equally remarkable is that 

Richards is in terrific shape; 

her appearance belies the 

fact that she has taught for 

half a century at the elemen-

tary, high school and college 

levels. 

     While her age is a secret, 

her sometimes-grueling fit-

ness routines are not.  An 

exercise enthusiast, Richards 

could easily outpace many 

people who are decades 

younger.  

     “I don’t worry about age,” 

she says.  Her exercise rou-

tine proves that. “Exercise 

helps the mind as well as the 

body.  I run, walk and attend 

fitness classes.  And I also 

bike.” 

     Indeed, Richards has biked 

along the Danube River in 

Central Europe, pedaled 

through southern Denmark, 

and completed two seven-

day Bon Ton Roulet bike trips 

through the Finger Lakes 

region of New York 

state.  The bicyclists taking 

part in the Bon Ton Roulet 

cover between 50 and 75 

miles a day.  She has also 

biked along the Erie Canal 

from Buffalo to Albany. 

     “I stay fit,” she says, “by 

walking and running outside 

in the warm weather and 

going to the gym when it’s 

cold.  On weekends I attend a 

Zumba Gold class and a toning 

class, which I refer to as the 

bone-crushing class!  But exer-

cise, especially when I com-

plete a session, makes me as 

happy as reading a book.” 

     Richards is also devoted to 

her family, who she sees fre-

quently.  In addition to teach-

ing, family time and staying 

enviably fit, Richards also en-

joys meeting new people and 

traveling 

     “I read, write, teach, and 

exercise.  They’re all intercon-

nected,” she says. “I live for 

today and try not to worry 

about the future.” 

      Clearly, it shows. 

Noteworthy Accomplishments by Alumnus and Student  
By Staff  

 

     Austin MacRae ‘09 will 

have his first book of poetry, 

The Organ Builder, published 

in spring 2012 by Dos Madres 

Press. Already published are 

his two poetry chapbooks, 

Graceways (Modern Metrics, 

2008) and The Second Rose 

(Foothills Publishing, 2002). 

Recent poetry can also be 

found in Atlanta Review, 

Stone Canoe, The Cortland 

Review, Unsplendid and sev-

purpose kills her boyfriend. 

The novel takes place in a 

spiritualist colony modeled 

on the one in Lily Dale, N.Y., 

the nexus for spiritual medi-

ums in the United States. 

Ellis, who grew up near Lily 

Dale, notes that "the idea of 

someone who technically 

does not believe in death but 

commits a murder intrigued 

me.” Writes Publishers Week-

ly: “The opening line of Ellis's 

debut novel . . . engages the 

reader like tossing a pork 

chop to a hungry dog. . . . The 

story ends with a spooky calm 

rather than a bang, Ellis 

choosing an evocative, poetic 

and thoughtful denouement. 

. . . An excellent storyteller, 

this new author exhibits a gift 

for subtlety and suggestive 

understatement even when 

dealing with such potentially 

gaudy themes as clairvoy-

ance, necromancy and mur-

der.” The reprint will be pub-

lished by Amazon.  

eral others.  Along with these 

accomplishments, he was also 

recently nominated for the 

Pushcart Prize for his piece 

“Guns ‘N Roses” and was 

named a finalist for the Mor-

ton Marr Poetry Prize. 

     Current English Master’s 

student and author Rhian 

Ellis will see her novel, After 

Life, back in print this spring. 

Originally published by Viking 

Press in 2000, After Life is a 

psychological thriller about a 

medium who accidentally-on-

Faculty Profile of Professor Jane Richards  
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