
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     On Wednesday, November 28th, 28 students from Morris Academy of 
Collaborative Studies visited SUNY Cortland.  The visit was organized 
by 2006 C.U.R.E. graduate Suzanne Holzer. Students toured the 
C.U.R.E. office and attended a presentation on the program by 
C.U.R.E. students Kaitlyn Espina, Kaitlyn Paolillo, Yashema 
McGreggor, Julia Tuttle, Andrea Tirrell and Kyle Luqman in the 
Jacobus Lounge. The students then received at campus tour provided 
by admissions and enjoyed lunch in the dinning hall. 
     Ms. Holzer who is in her 7th year teaching and currently in her 3rd 
year teaching US History and AP US History at MACS was especially 
excited to return and marveled at how the campus had changed. 
Reflecting on her experiences, Holzer noted that: 
 
What C.U.R.E. did for me was allow me to realize what to expect and 
how to approach certain aspects that are unique to urban education. 
They take what you learn in your education classes and then they 
throw reality at you. They give you a good idea of what it’s going to be 
like, but not in a missionary sort of way, but a very realistic way that 
focused not only on the challenges urban students face, but also on 
their unique strengths. And C.U.R.E. gave me a lot of support through 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Spring 2013 

February 7 
All C.U.R.E. Meeting 

February 10-11 
Seven C.U.R.E. students along 

with the Interim Program 
Coordinator, Dr. Mona Ivey-

Soto and the Graduate 
Coordinator, Dr. Barrett, will be 
traveling to New York City to 

visit PS 46. 

March 21 
All C.U.R.E. Meeting 

April 5 
C.U.R.E. Interview Day 

April 18 
All C.U.R.E. Meeting 

May 18 
Undergraduate 

Commencement 

  

C.U.R.E.  Program and Scholarship  

 Cortland Urban Recruitment of Educators 

We have created a Facebook group for current students and 
alumni, as a way to stay connected with the program.  
Add us by searching:  C.U.R.E .  Program 
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C.U.R.E. Alum Returns to SUNY Cortland 
             Suzanna Holzer ‘06 
 

Suzanne Holzer with her students, current C.U.R.E. students, Dr. Ivey-Soto and Dr. Barrett 

college. I used to go to the C.U.R.E. office all the time and just talk 
to whoever was the grad assistant or coordinator. So you have 
this built-in support system - and a support system that’s geared 
very specifically towards helping you with your major and where 
you’re going in life – so that was a huge, huge thing for me in 
college. Most students at SUNY Cortland don’t get that. And, 
besides the mentoring that’s set up for you in C.U.R.E., a lot of 
mentoring relationships develop more organically. Also, the 
course materials we read were really helpful and, like Jonathan 
Kozol, are things that teachers don’t get to until they’ve been 
teaching for a couple of years. 
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Celebrating the C.U.R.E. Program Keeping up with our C.U.R.E. Alumni 

James Williams ‘03 
 

Meet the Interim C.U.R.E. Director: Dr. Mona Ivey-Soto 
         The C.U.R.E. Program is pleased to introduce 

Dr. Mona Ivey-Soto as the interim coordinator of the 
C.U.R.E. Program for the 2012-2013 academic year. 
Dr. Ivey-Soto teaches in the Childhood and Early 
Childhood Education program and emphasizes 
issues of social justice, multicultural education and 
equity within her courses.  Dr. Ivey-Soto has worked 
in urban schools and community based programs 
for over 12 years and utilizes those experiences in 
her teaching and leadership. She is passionate 
about providing C.U.R.E. Students with opportunities 
to spend time in culturally responsive classrooms as 
well as attending lectures, plays and films that focus on urban education.  In the 
Spring, Dr. Ivey-Soto and other C.U.R.E. Faculty/staff will take C.U.R.E. Seniors to 
PS 46 in Harlem to spend the day teaching and working with students.   She is 
engaged in many efforts on campus and within the Syracuse community that focus 
on urban education and community.  She is thrilled to be a part of the C.U.R.E. 
program and continues to build upon the strengths of the program. 

                                                                         Since graduating from SUNY Cortland and the C.U.R.E. 
                                                           Program in May 2003, James Williams has obtained master’s 
                                                             degrees in educational administration and in childhood 
                                                                education, with a birth-2 extension.  Mr. Williams has just 
                                                                  begun his tenth year as an educator in the New York City 
                                                                   Schools.  After teaching elementary mathematics at PS 102 
                                                                    in the Bronx and moving on to serve an additional three 
                                                                     years as a math coach at PS 196 in the Bronx, Mr. Williams 
                                                                     is now based at Bronx Regional High School where he is in 
                                                                    his fourth year as Assistant Principal of the New York City 
                                                                   Department of Education’s Living for the Young Family 
                                                                  through Education (LYFE) Program.  The LYFE program is 
                                                                 part of the New York City Department of Education’s District 
                                                               79, which encompasses the city’s alternative schools and 
                                                            programs.  LYFE supports pregnant and parenting students 
                                                        enrolled in a NYC Department of Education school by providing 
                                                   childcare and referral services at 38 centers across the city.  Social 
                                             Workers assigned to each of the LYFE centers provide social and 
emotional support for young parents to enable their academic progress as well as their progress as 
parents.  The program houses the school district’s youngest students, who can remain in LYFE’s early 
learning-focused childcare from the age of two week’s until the end of the year in which they turn three.  
The childcare classrooms are staffed by full time teachers, paraprofessionals and social workers. 
 Mr. Williams main responsibilities include observing teachers in the childcare classrooms, 
ensuring that education is taking place and improving instruction, working with social workers, re-
engaging young parents who are returning to school and supporting them in their efforts to meet their 
academic goals and graduate, and setting up peer relationships for LYFE teachers who are often 
“alone” as the only childhood educator in their building.  His current position involves collaboration with 
36 different principals and roughly 100 assistant principals. 
 In discussing his experiences and practice as a teacher with Dr. Brian Barrett, especially as they 
relate to some of the central tenets of culturally relevant teaching as promoted within the C.U.R.E. 
experiences, Mr. Williams notes that: 

I try to give my students real life stories.  I talk to them about myself and my experiences 
a lot. … I have found that a lot of time when I talk about real life stuff with parents, they 
listen.  So I try to relate to them in that way. … Growing up in the Bronx, too, has 
definitely been helpful … because I knew what was going on I knew that I wanted to go 
back and support and that’s what I do now: support student parents to help them 
accomplish their goals. … That’s the most rewarding thing about my job – when the 
students graduate; when they come back.  That’s why we’re here. … That’s what matters 
most. 

President’s Reception 
 On Thursday, November 15, 

C.U.R.E. Scholarship recipients 
attended a reception in their honor 
hosted by President Erik J. 
Bitterbaum and Ms. Ellen Howard 
Burton at the Lynne Parks ’68 
SUNY Cortland Alumni House.  At 
this reception students were able 
to share their experiences within 
the C.U.R.E. program with funders 
and faculty/staff from the college 
who support the program. 
 
“It was a great experience to 
spend time with those who are 
supportive of the [C.U.R.E.] 
program” 
       -Dawnielle Gibson, 

      Freshman 
          First-Year C.U.R.E. Student 
BA Childhood Education & History 
 
 

From the C.U.R.E. Office 

President Bitterbaum with current C.U.R.E. students, 
Dr. Mona Ivey-Soto and Danielle Zinn 


