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Attendees    Absent 
John Bennett    Ken Dye 
Carolyn Bershad   Tom Gallagher   
Michael Catalano   Katie Silliman 
Scott Conroe    Susan Wilson     
Steve Dangler     
Kimberly McRae Friedman   
Carl Gambitta     
Adam Megivern 
Tom Michales  
Fred Pierce  
Kim Pietro  
Lee Price 
Mark Prus 
Greg Sharer 
Bruce Tytler 
Melony Warwick (support) 
LeighMarie Weber  
 
Opening and Welcome 
 
Co-Chair Kim Pietro welcomed and thanked everyone for attending. Mike Urtz ’94, SUNY 
Cortland Director of Athletics, was there to offer his perspective on the game and 
answer questions. 

Guest Perspective 

Mike Urtz, SUNY Cortland Director of Athletics, reported that he has a lot of thoughts 
about the game and this past year.  Mike is confident that this challenge is going to get 
better. Mike said that the event faced and overcame similar challenges related to the 
game during mid- to late-1990s.  

Mike reported that he is a Cortland grad and was a student-athlete and thus been 
around the game as both a student and staff member. When he was a student, the 



baseball team assisted at the game.  When he came back to Cortland to work, he said 
he was the event manager for the Cortaca game.   

Mike reported that during the ’90s the College started to experience more and more 
problems at the game.  By late ’90s there were serious fights on the field and at the 
game.  A group was put together, had a lot of meetings, did pregame preparation, and 
it went away overnight, he said. From his perspective, this past year was the tipping 
point for Cortaca issues that have been growing for years in the community. He said 
the weather determines the magnitude.   

Mike reported that we since we addressed the problems at the actual contest, there 
have been no fights in the last 6 to 8 years.  There is more of a police presence at the 
game and he feels good about where we have come from that.  At the game, the 
college is managing 10,000 people. He feels confident that between the campus and 
community we can get a handle on the issues that surfaced last year.  He said he is a 
community member and the college means a lot to him.  What transpired last fall was 
an eyesore from both perspectives.  He sees all sides of it, and he feels we will be okay. 

Mike reported that he knows we will do a better job, but his one concern is that people 
will expect perfection on day one.  While it may not be perfect immediately, it will get 
better as time goes by. He warned, however, that there might not be any pleasing 
some people. 

Mike reported one comment that jumped out to him was at the faculty and staff open 
meeting on Friday, March 21. A faculty member made a meaningful comment and didn’t 
place blame on one party. The faculty member charged his colleagues to figure out 
what they can do to make it a better situation. He said it’s time for the adults to step 
up and play a lead role.   

Mark Prus commented that during the discussions the commission has had, most 
people have expressed an understanding that most of the bad things that happened 
didn’t have anything to do with the game. Mark asked Mike if he had ideas to get more 
students and alumni to actually attend the game and have a positive impact.  Mike 
commented that it is ironic that most of our challenges are when the game is at Ithaca. 
Cortland is allotted 3,150 tickets for the game, but for the last couple of away games 
we have not been issuing even 1,000 tickets. Mike reported that the College has done 
a good job of discouraging students from drinking and driving.  We need to get 
students together, perhaps on buses. If the students attend, he hopes it will distract 
them from the party scene in Cortland.  



Carl Gambitta asked Mike what the capacity of the stadium is.  Mike commented 9,500 
and that each student is guaranteed one ticket to the game.  Mike described how 
tickets are distributed.   

John Bennett asked if the coaches could work with their athletes to do a campaign to 
support the game.  Mike commented that there is a group that is discussing ideas and 
strategies to try and get the message to resonate to students. 

John Bennett asked if there has been any discussion of increasing seating capacity of 
the stadiums.  Mike reported that we can only do so much and we only max the facility 
out with bodies once or twice a year. We have been creative in the past, but there are 
safety codes and athletics works well with university police to make it happen.  The 
only way we could add is build more bleachers. John asked about tailgating and Steve 
Dangler commented that tailgating is allowed, just not alcohol.  

Kim reported that she and Bruce met with the Cortland Rotary Club on March 11 and 
gave them an update on what the Commission was working on.  They had a lot of 
questions and were able to clear up some misconceptions.  

Faculty/Staff Open Meeting Report 

Scott Conroe reported that about 30 faculty and staff members attended the open 
meeting on Friday, March 21.  The meeting lasted about an hour and seven commission 
members were present.  The meeting was pretty constructive.  Faculty and staff 
conveyed that they were appalled and ashamed of what happened and felt there was a 
lot of damage done to the Colleges’ image.  It was suggested to use social media 
strategy to counter what is going on.  Some faculty felt that it’s time to get ugly with 
consequences for students.  Some faculty members have discussed this in their classes 
with students. Steve Dangler commented that one group we have to look at is the 
students who live off campus that were victimized as there was no support for them.  
Fred Pierce commented that a day of service was suggested to strengthen the 
connection between students and the community so that there would be more mutual 
respect.   

Draft Report  

Kim Pietro distributed a draft commission final report and thanked Kim McRae Friedman 
for the outline for the report.  Commission members reviewed the recommendations. 
Fred Pierce will work on the report and update.  The report will be redistributed to 
commission members before the next meeting on April 7.  



Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Melony A. Warwick 
 


