
Community & College Commission 
Park Center Hall of Fame Room 

Meeting Minutes: March 10, 2014  
6:30 p.m. 

 
Attendees    Absent 
Carolyn Bershad   John Bennett  
Michael Catalano   Ken Dye 
Scott Conroe    Tom Gallagher     
Steve Dangler   Carl Gambitta 
Fred Pierce     Kimberly McRae Friedman 
Adam Megivern   Mark Prus 
Tom Michales    Greg Sharer 
Kim Pietro    LeighMarie Weber 
Lee Price    Susan Wilson 
Katie Silliman 
Bruce Tytler 
Melony Warwick (support) 
 
Guest 
Mike Pitaro, interim director, Office of Student Conduct 
 
Opening and Welcome 
 
Co-chair Kim Pietro welcomed everyone.  Kim reported that there is one more meeting 
scheduled for March 24.   
 
Open Student Forum 
 
Fred Pierce commented that the student forum on Feb. 27 went well and was attended 
by about 20 students.  At the forum, students reported that many students have the 
perception that there would be no significant punishment for bad behavior. They said 
students felt they would only be reprimanded.  Scott Conroe commented that students 
reported that landlords set rules but they are not enforced.  Bruce Tytler commented 
that if the behavior continues that the college should take strong action.  
 
Code of Student Conduct 
 



Mike Pitaro, interim director of student conduct, provided an overview of the code of 
student conduct.  Mike reported that all students are required to attend a two-night 
session called “Know the Code.”  Mike reported that if the College were aware of bad 
behavior off campus, the College would deal with the student as well as the student 
having to deal with local law enforcement officials. A list of all current students is given 
to the city police every year.  The office also meets frequently with city law enforcers 
and city police officers will often attend student hearings.   
Mike reported that the vast majority of offenses are open container violations, 
underage drinking, and assaults off campus. Students often feel that they will face 
more consequences from the College than from the city.  Students with three alcohol 
incidents could face suspension for a semester or more, and perhaps even permanent 
dismissal.  Students with two drug violations could face suspension.  With fighting, self-
defense may be taken into consideration, but there is generally no tolerance. They have 
different procedures depending on the offense. 
 
Mike reported that the hearing board decides whether a student is in violation of the 
code of student conduct. There are appeal processes as well. About 45 students a year 
are suspended from the College.  The majority of offenses are alcohol-related. Tom 
Michales asked if colleges communicate with each other about offenses so when other 
college students get in trouble here, do we have a way to contact that students’ 
college to let them know. Mike and Chief Catalano said that there’s no way to know if a 
student is from another college unless they self identify. In situations where the 
information is brought to the College’s attention, there is communication between 
schools. The other school, however, may or may not hold their students accountable 
for actions committed in Cortland. When SUNY Cortland is made aware that one of its 
students misbehaved elsewhere the College does take action.  
 
The education department checks the disciplinary record of all students that enrolled in 
the teacher education program.  In some cases, for punishment before suspension, 
students do community service (SPCA, city library, offices on campus, etc.) to connect 
them positively in the community.  Mike reported their process is educational and not 
punitive. 
 
A question/answer period ensued.   
 
Bruce Tytler asked if the College has considered bringing back “Majority Rules,” a drug 
and alcohol awareness program based on the fact that a majority of students do not 
abuse alcohol.  Steve Dangler reported that he is on the committee and they are going 



to look at bringing that program back through the Cortland Area Community That Cares 
program.  Carolyn Bershad reported that some of that is being brought through the 
COR 101 classes. 
 
Subcommittee Solutions 
 
Commission members went through the subcommittees’ suggested solutions to 
determine what the commission should continue to pursue.  At the meeting on March 
24 recommendations to be presented to Mayor Tobin and President Bitterbaum will be 
developed. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Melony A. Warwick  
 
 
 


