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Message from the Clark Center Director 

Hello everyone and welcome to the 2015-2016 academic year! 



This academic year the Clark Center for International Education 

has chosen to focus its activities around the theme “Global Walls: 

The Migration and Refugee Crisis”. The world is currently 

experiencing large movements of population from conflict-areas, or 

poverty-stricken areas to North America, Europe, wealthier South-

East Asian countries such as Singapore or Malaysia, and 

Australia.  Some scholars have compared these movements of 

population to an exodus of historical proportions. The Clark Center 

will organize or co-sponsor events such as films, public lectures, 

panels, and other activities, to try to understand the implications of 

these large scale population movements. Part I of the theme, 

during the Fall 2015 semester, will focus on Europe and the 

Americas. Part II of the theme, during the Spring 2016 semester, 

will focus on Africa, Asia, and Australia.  

In addition to events related to the theme “Global Walls: The 

Migration and Refugee Crisis”, the Clark Center has also invited 

other speakers to campus, such as:  

 Paul Diehl, President of the International Studies Association, 

to speak about war and peace on November 12th  

 Sally Crimmins-Villela, SUNY Assistant Vice Chancellor for 

Global Affairs, to speak about internationalization efforts 

within the SUNY system, during the International Celebration 

Weeks in November 

 

There will be many other events organized or co-sponsored by the 

Clark Center for International Education throughout this academic 

year. We encourage you to join the Clark Center Facebook page 

and to check the Clark Center website for upcoming events and 

activities.  

 

We are looking forward to seeing you at activities around campus.  

Have a great academic year, 

Alexandru Balas 



Director, Clark Center for International Education 

 

International Events at SUNY Cortland 

“Immigration to Europe” Films: Entre Les Murs (2008, 
France) 
 
Part of the “Global Walls: The Migration and Refugee Crisis” 
2015-2016 AY Theme of the Clark Center for International 
Education 

Sponsored by: International Studies Program, Clark Center 
for International Education 
 

 
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 
2015 at 6pm 
 
Location: Sperry 304 
 
Check out the trailer of “Entre 
Les Murs” here.  

“Entre Les Murs, a 2008 French 

film based on the book “Between 

the Walls” by François 

Bégaudeau, looks at the modern 

French identity through the lens 

of a junior high classroom.  The 

very diverse French classroom 

has all the spices of boredom, 

rebelliousness, and uncertainty 

that go along with junior highs 

across the U.S.  The vast 

difference between the two is the 

fact that France looks to have its 

citizens identify with one cultural 

identity.  With the great diversity 

within the classroom and the 

coming of age angst, Bégaudeau 

who also plays the teacher in the 

movie, has his work cut out for 

him.  His passion to get through 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8HWJqgMAhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8HWJqgMAhU


 to these children shines through 

with his different approach to 

reaching these kids.  Winner of 

Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film 

Festival, and also featured at the 

opening night of the New York 

Film Festival in 2008, “The 

Class,” goes beyond the basic 

coming of age movie and shines 

light on the struggles of the 

modern dissimilar French youth 

trying to fit into a society where 

everyone is supposed to be just 

French.” (New York Times Film 

Review)  

Turkey and ISIS: A Reliable Ally? 
 
Lecture by: Dr. Sinan Ciddi, Director, Institute for Turkish 
Studies, Georgetown University 
 
Part of the “Global Walls: The Migration and Refugee Crisis” 
2015-2016 AY Theme of the Clark Center for International 
Education 
 
Sponsored by: Clark Center for International Education, 

Political Science Department, the Asia-Middle Eastern 
Studies Committee, College Artist Lecture Series (CALS) 
Grant   

 Turkey has long been considered a critical 

ally in the ongoing fight against the forces 

of ISIS by the United States. That being 

said, Turkey's government has been 

reluctant to take an active and engaged 

posture up until very recently, after direct 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/26/movies/26clas.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/26/movies/26clas.html?_r=0


 
Date: Wednesday, 

September 16, 2015 at 
4:30 
 
Location: Moffett 2125 
 

ISIS attacks on Turkish soil. It has even 

been suggested that Turkey provided 

logistical support and assistance to the 

terrorist organization, leading some in 

Washington (and beyond) to question 

Turkey's affinity towards, and even 

continued membership of NATO. What are 

the salient factors that determine Turkey's 

position towards ISIS; do Turkey and the 

United States have a joint plan on how to 

defeat ISIS, and what is the likely role 

that Turkey will play in the future stability 

of the Middle East? 

Cross-Cultural Miscommunication Panel Discussion   
 

Sponsored by: The Institute for Civic Engagement, The 

International Programs Office, and The James M. Clark 

Center for International Education 

 

Panelists:  

John Castiglione, Special 

Education teacher, Elementary 

School Principal, Student 

Teaching Supervisor  

José Alzáibar Nieves, Fulbright 

Foreign Language Teaching 

Assistant, TC3; ESL teacher, 

Montevideo, Uruguay. 

John Suarez, Coordinator, 

Office of Service-Learning.   

 

In a world where different people 

and cultures are more involved in 



Date: Tuesday, September 22, 

2015 at 5pm 

 

Location: Corey 219 

one another’s life than ever, the 

chance of communicating across 

cultural lines becomes very 

likely.  This panel is specifically 

for K-12 cultural 

miscommunication, but will also 

expand much beyond it.  It will 

give you the knowledge of high 

versus low context cultures, as 

well as some cultural norms that 

may be extremely different from 

your own.  Examples will show 

the importance of cross cultural 

communication and the problems 

that can occur from it.  This is a 

relevant discussion for business 

and social experiences across 

cultural lines.   

“Immigration in the Americas” Films: Sleep Dealer (2008, 

Mexico-US)  
Part of the “Global Walls: The Migration and Refugee Crisis” 
2015-2016 AY Theme of the Clark Center for International 
Education 
 

Part of the Hispanic Heritage Month Events 2015  
 
Sponsors:  International Studies Program, Clark Center for 
International Education, Latino and Latin American Studies 
Program 



 
Date: Tuesday, 
September 22, 2015  
at 6pm 

 
Location: Sperry 304 
 
Check out the trailer of 
“Sleep Dealer” here.  

 

“‘Sleep Dealer,’ the feature directing 

debut of Alex Rivera (who wrote the 

screenplay with David Riker), is an 

unusually thoughtful science fiction film, 

using the speculative energy of the genre 

to explore some troubling and complex 

contemporary issues. Set mostly in 

Mexico, it imagines a future in which local 

water rights have been snatched up by 

multinational corporations, and in which 

people connect to a virtual-reality cyber 

network by means of “nodes,” electronic 

jacks implanted in their arms and necks. 

 

The film, which makes thrifty use of some 

basic but effective special effects, follows 

Memo (Luis Fernando Peña), a young man 

from Oaxaca who travels north to Tijuana 

after the death of his father. A self-taught 

computer hacker, this anxious wanderer is 

looking for work of some kind, but also, 

perhaps, for vengeance. His dad was killed 

by a military drone defending corporate-

controlled water from ‘aqua-terrorists.’” 

(New York Times Film Review) 

 

Immigration to Europe Films: The Intouchables 
(2011,France) 
 
Part of the “Global Walls: The Migration and Refugee Crisis” 
2015-2016 AY Theme of the Clark Center for International 
Education 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCZJ5mSF3Wc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCZJ5mSF3Wc
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/17/movies/17slee.html


Sponsors:  International Studies Program, Clark Center for 
International Education 

 

 
Date: Tuesday, 
September 29, 2015  
at 6pm 
 
Location: Sperry 304 
 
Check out the trailer for 
“the intouchables” here. 

 

“The Intouchables,” a 2011 French film 

about two people from completely 

different walks of life in France coming 

together to become friends.  Philippe the 

paralyzed white aristocrat is looking for a 

new employee to take care of him.  After 

many exhausting interviews Driss, a black 

streetwise man looking for someone to 

sign his unemployment papers bursts 

through the door.  After choosing Driss as 

his new employee, the two characters 

relationship flourishes.  Driss becomes a 

part of the family, helping with Philippe’s 

daughter and also bringing joy back into 

his life.  This film challenges the race and 

immigration problems in France, and looks 

to show the humanity of all people no 

matter what their situation.  Through the 

movie you will laugh, cry, and laugh some 

more, well also learning that a great 

friendship does not need any 

prerequisites.    

 

Harry Potter’s World: Renaissance, Science, Magic, and 

Medicine 

Opening Gala/Panel 
Discussion is scheduled 

Panelists Greg Phelan (Chemistry), Angela 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34WIbmXkewU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34WIbmXkewU


for Sept 15th from 
6:30 pm – 8 pm on the 
2nd floor of the library. 

Pagano (Biology), Moataz Emam 

(Physics), and Sally Dear-Healey 

(Sociology) will speak on such topics as 

alchemy, herbology, the physics behind 

the magic, and midwifery.  The physics 

club and Quidditch Team will be talking 

about invisible cloaks and sharing their 

sport. Refreshments will be served. 

Study Abroad Info Sessions  

Australia Student Teaching (guest from Australia) 

Monday, September 21st 

7 p.m. Old Main, Room 220 (Colloquium) 

Study Abroad 101 Info Sessions, Old Main 220  

September 15 @ 4:30pm 

September 18 @ 3pm  

September 22 @ 4:30pm 

 

 

International Activities in the SUNY Cortland 

Area 
 

Turkish Foreign Policy and the Syrian War 
 
Sponsors:  Syracuse Middle Eastern Studies Program, the 
Program for the Advancement of Research on Conflict and 
Collaboration (PARCC), and the Center for European 
Studies, Syracuse University 



 
Date: Tuesday, Sept. 15 
@ 1:30pm 
 
Location: 220 Eggers 
Hall, Syracuse 
University 
 

 

Soner Cagaptay is the Beyer Family fellow 

and director of the Turkish Research 

Program at the Washington Institute. He 

has written extensively on Turkish 

domestic politics and U.S.-Turkish 

relations, publishing in scholarly journals 

and major international print media, such 

as Wall Street Journal, Washington Post 

and New York Times. He is a contributor 

to CNN's Global Public Square blog. 

A historian by training, Dr. Cagaptay 

wrote his doctoral dissertation at Yale 

University (2003) on Turkish nationalism. 

He has taught courses at different 

academic institutions including Yale, 

Princeton, Georgetown University, and 

Smith College. 

Dr. Cagaptay is the author of Islam, 

Secularism, and Nationalism in Modern 

Turkey: Who is a Turk? (2006), 

and Turkey Rising: The 21st Century's 

First Muslim Power (2013). 

 

Fellowship, Grant & Scholarship 

Announcements 



Boren Scholarship 
 

Deadline: February 9, 2016 

Boren Scholarships, an initiative of the National Security Education 

Program, provide unique funding opportunities for U.S. 

undergraduate students to study less commonly taught 

languages in world regions critical to U.S. interests, and 

underrepresented in study abroad, including Africa, Asia, Central 

and Eastern Europe, Eurasia, Latin America, and the Middle East. 

The countries of Western Europe, Canada, Australia, and New 

Zealand are excluded. 

 

For more information about the Boren Scholarship click here, or 

contact  Dr. Jerome O'Callaghan (jerome.ocallaghan@cortland.edu) 
Fulbright Grant 

 
Deadline: October 13, 2015 

 

Academic: Applications for Fulbright U.S. Student Program grants 

will be considered for academic study or research, or a 

combination of the two. Depending on the country of application, 

grants may be for graduate study which lead toward a degree. 

 

Arts: Applications for Fulbright U.S. Student Program grants will be 

considered for practical training in the creative and performing 

arts. To review the disciplines that qualify click here. 

 

ETA: The English Teaching Assistant (ETA) Program places recent 

college graduates and young professionals as English teaching 

assistants in primary, secondary schools or universities overseas - 

improving foreign students’ English language abilities and 

https://www.borenawards.org/boren_scholarship/basics.html
mailto:jerome.ocallaghan@cortland.edu


knowledge of the United States while increasing the U.S. student's 

own language skills and knowledge of the host country. 

 

For more information about the Fulbright Grant click here. 

The Public Policy & International Affairs Program (PPIA) 

 
Deadline: November 1, 2015 

 
About the PPIA Fellowship 

The PPIA Program prepares undergraduates to be competitive 

candidates for top degree programs in the fields of public policy, 

public administration or international affairs. Accepted students 

participate in an intensive, 7-week, academic program during the 

summer before their senior year on one of the following Junior 

Summer Institute (JSI) campuses:  

 

 Carnegie Mellon University 

 Princeton University 

 University of Michigan 

 University of California, Berkeley 

 

If you are a United States citizen or legal permanent resident you 

are eligible to apply to all JSI programs. In addition: UC Berkeley 

(including the Law Fellows program) and Princeton University can 

accept international students who are studying at US institutions. 

 

The deadline for application to the 2016 summer institutes is 

November 1, 2015.  Applications can be submitted through the 

PPIA website, at: www.ppiaprogram.org.  

 

Benefits of Participation 

http://us.fulbrightonline.org/#&panel1-3
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.ppiaprogram.org&d=AwMFaQ&c=JL-fUnQvtjNLb7dA39cQUcqmjBVITE8MbOdX7Lx6ge8&r=T1br-Qxt_gNB9EmeqhBsLrPXuNAtnuzHJZ4qn32-QM8&m=2YPSbdlUOT4GktQeqwd2WITHJAStI4djWfvo0ru-Rfo&s=5h6kvb7oJdrcjfjrKdbbCm8c_a510JmvoA4o6iFokys&e=


 Full tuition at a PPIA Junior Summer Institute. 

 Eligibility to receive assistance with travel expenses. 

 A stipend of up to $1,500 (funding determined by each JSI). 

 University housing with a meal plan. 

 Books and related course materials at your JSI. 

 Each JSI may offer additional benefits, such as GRE 

preparation, at their discretion. Please check with each JSI 

about any additional benefits. 

 Minimum of a one-time $5,000 scholarship at a PPIA graduate 

school if admitted for a Master's degree. PPIA Fellows often 

receive financial offers above and beyond this minimum from 

their graduate program. 

 Fee waiver when applying to schools that are members of the 

PPIA Graduate School Consortium. 

 

Virtual Information Session 

There will be a virtual information session on Thursday, September 

17 at 1pm ET. Visit http://www.ppiaprogram.org/ppia/what-we-

do/junior-summer-institutes/2016jsiwebinar1/ to register to 

participate. 

 

Foreign Films @ SUNY Cortland 

In this new section, every issue we will recommend a foreign film 

from the list of foreign films available online through the Memorial 
Library’s portal. There are approximately 160 foreign films in the 
library from about 50 countries. Everyone on campus has access to 
these films. We would like to encourage everyone to expand their 
cinematic experience by watching films from different parts of the 
world. 
 

Babel (2006) 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.ppiaprogram.org_ppia_what-2Dwe-2Ddo_junior-2Dsummer-2Dinstitutes_2016jsiwebinar1_&d=AwMFaQ&c=JL-fUnQvtjNLb7dA39cQUcqmjBVITE8MbOdX7Lx6ge8&r=T1br-Qxt_gNB9EmeqhBsLrPXuNAtnuzHJZ4qn32-QM8&m=2YPSbdlUOT4GktQeqwd2WITHJAStI4djWfvo0ru-Rfo&s=Q9ZgCZVatlVXBDmisNgIMczyZYkHQYCKX9V6bgPxtiE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.ppiaprogram.org_ppia_what-2Dwe-2Ddo_junior-2Dsummer-2Dinstitutes_2016jsiwebinar1_&d=AwMFaQ&c=JL-fUnQvtjNLb7dA39cQUcqmjBVITE8MbOdX7Lx6ge8&r=T1br-Qxt_gNB9EmeqhBsLrPXuNAtnuzHJZ4qn32-QM8&m=2YPSbdlUOT4GktQeqwd2WITHJAStI4djWfvo0ru-Rfo&s=Q9ZgCZVatlVXBDmisNgIMczyZYkHQYCKX9V6bgPxtiE&e=


Call #: VideoD PN1997.2 B3245 2006 

 

 
 
For this week’s newsletter we have chosen the film “Babel”. 
 
“It tells four distinct stories, disclosing bit by bit the chronology and 

causality that link them and making much of the linguistic, cultural 
and geographical distances among the characters. The movie 
travels often by means of jarringly abrupt cuts and shifts of tone 
from the barren mountains of Morocco, where the dominant sound 
is howling wind, to fluorescent Tokyo, where the natural world has 
been almost entirely supplanted by a technological environment, to 
the anxious border between the United States and Mexico. Each 
place has its own aural and visual palette. The languages used by 
the astonishingly diverse cast include Spanish, Berber, Japanese, 
sign language and English. The misunderstandings multiply 

accordingly, though they tend to be most acute between husbands 
and wives or parents and children, rather than between 
strangers”.  (NY Times)   

 

Check out the trailer for Babel here. 

 

Follow the Clark Center on Facebook 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/27/movies/27babe.html?_r=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzrHrTVaqJs


 

Now you can follow the Clark Center for International Education on 

Facebook! Like us at this link:   

 
You may also want to “like” the Facebook page for International 

Studies Majors & friends of IST. 

Contact Information 

If you would like to announce an event through the International 

Education Newsletter, please send the information to: 

Alexandru Balas (alexandru.balas@cortland.edu) or John 

Kriegelstein (John.kriegelstein@cortland.edu) 

Clark Center Team: 

Alexandru Balas, Director  

Sue Pettitt, Administrative Assistant 

Interns: 

John Kriegelstein, International Education Newsletter Editor 

Jonathan Moore, Events Coordinator Public Relations Coordinator, 

Events Organizer 

Jacob Gosier, Clark Center and International Studies Social Media 

Coordinator, Events Organizer   

https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Studies-Majors-at-SUNY-Cortland/207278946119040
https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Studies-Majors-at-SUNY-Cortland/207278946119040
mailto:alexandru.balas@cortland.edu
mailto:John.kriegelstein@cortland.edu
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SUNY-Cortland-Clark-Center-for-International-Education/740718312610537

