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A President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll Member 

SUNY Cortland Receives Carnegie Foundation Recognition for 
Community Engagement 

 by Richard Kendrick, Director of the Institute for Civic Engagement 

Affiliated with NY Campus 
Compact & the American 

Democracy Project 

 I am very pleased to report that SUNY Cortland received Carnegie Foundation Community 
Engagement Classification in December, 2008. More specifically, we were recognized in the areas of 
Curricular Engagement and Outreach and Partnerships. (Candidate institutions can be recognized in the 
areas of curriculum or outreach or both, depending upon the evaluation of the Carnegie review team.) 
We are one of ten schools in New York State to hold this distinction (and the only SUNY campus to 
have gone through the process). Four campuses were recognized in 2006 (Syracuse, New York 
University, Pace, and St. Thomas Aquinas). Six more campuses were given Carnegie recognition in 2008 
(SUNY Cortland, Wagner, Niagara, Nazareth, Daemon, and Keuka).  Nationally, there are 195 campuses 
that hold Community Engagement Classification. 
 
 The process that we went through is much like a program review and it involved the external 
review of our program by a team at the Carnegie Foundation.  We were required to demonstrate that 
the college has institutionalized its commitment to the community and civic engagement, has a 
program that extends across the college’s schools, departments, and programs, includes the scholarship 
of civic engagement (in the areas of pedagogy and community based research), involves significant 
numbers of students, has established relationships with a variety of community partners, and has in 
place consistent forms of assessment.  It was because of the work that many of you do that we were 
able to demonstrate our success in all of these categories.  So I would like to thank those of you who 
are involved in one way or another with our civic engagement programs. I knew about a lot of the work 
that is going on, but there were many whose work I discovered in the process of completing our 
Community Engagement application.  I particularly want to thank those who took the time – staff, 
faculty, students, and community partners - to provide examples and data to document your 
contributions to the campus and the community.  It is your work that was recognized.  Recognition by 
the Carnegie Foundation is a distinction to be proud of, and this honor will undoubtedly help us in the 
future as we continue to seek external support for our programs.  
 
 The complete application is available at www.cortland.edu/civicengagement - look for the 
link on the left hand side of the Web page. 

 For the second year, SUNY Cortland will join Virginia Tech to promote volunteering in the  
Cortland community. Virginia Tech offers a program of community volunteerism called VT Engage. VT  
Engage commemorates students’ lives that were lost on April 16, 2007, as a result of the campus attack.  
SUNY Cortland’s Institute for Civic Engagement has created a similar program called the Power of 10.  The 
Power of 10 project at SUNY Cortland asks students, faculty/staff, high schools, parents, and community 
members to volunteer for at least 10 hours this semester at any place of their choosing.  These hours will 
be logged by the volunteer and then handed in to be recorded by the Institute for Civic Engagement to 
contribute to VT Engage.  The goal of the program is to have 10 hundred people to volunteer 10 hours for a 
total of 10,000 hours of volunteering for the spring 2009 semester.  Volunteers can pick up log sheets at 
SUNY Cortland’s Information Desk in Corey Union or at 9 Main Street, Cortland, and hand in their log 
sheets  to the Institute for Civic Engagement in Moffett Center, Room 2120 by April 24th.  Last year the 
Power of 10 had 285 participants, logging 5,300 hours.  Recognition will be given to those that participate at 
the annual Civic Engagement Leadership Award Ceremony at Brockway Hall’s Jacobus Lounge on April 30th. 

The “Power of 10” Returns  
by Timothy Rodriguez, Main Street Community Outreach Coordinator 
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Service-Learning Coordinator : John Suarez 

The Office of Service-Learning is located in the 
Learning Commons, which is on the first floor of the 

library just beyond the Bookmark Café. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Opportunities to get involved! 
 

Highlights of New and  Continuing Volunteer  
Partnerships 

 
ESL Tutoring , child through adult.   Professor Paulo Quaglio is  
offering English as a Second-Language (ESL) tutoring for people of 
any age.  He and his spring 2009 ESL students will schedule tutoring 
sessions that accommodate the needs of the foreign language  
speakers.  For further information on this pilot project, contact Paulo 
at paulo.quaglio@cortland.edu.  
 
ESL Tutoring , child.   Students in Professor Hongli Fan’s Teaching 
Reading in the Second Language Classroom will help non-native  
English-speaking children learn to read English.  For further  
information, contact Hongli at hongli.fan@cortland.edu.  
 
Cortland Homer Afterschool Mentorship Program (CHAMP), at the 
JM McDonald Sports Complex from 3:30 – 6 pm, daily, from Jan 26th 
through May 15th.  Ages K-5.  Homework help, healthy Snack Choice, 
and Gross Motor activity (turf/ice skating) for 30 kids daily.  Up to 5 
volunteers per day needed!  Contact Dr. Tim Davis at Dav-
ist@cortland.edu  607-753-4969. 
 
Skill Builders/Challenger Sports Program – Park Center Gym(s) and 
Dance Studio – Tuesday nights 6-8 pm – ages Birth to 5 years with  
developmental disability – 5 volunteers needed per hour 6-7- or 7-8 
pm.  Contact Dr. Tim Davis at Davist@cortland.edu  607-753-4969. 
 

Teamwork Recess Volunteers at Randall Elementary School .  Erin 
Eckert, Randall’s Literacy Coach for grades 3 – 6, is recruiting  
volunteers to coordinate cooperative games during recess periods.    
Volunteers should be able to help direct wellness activities and  
physically-active games aimed at developing a non-competitive,  
cooperative approach to social interaction.  Recess periods run  
Monday - Friday, from 11:30 to 1:00.  Volunteers will need to pay for 
background checks.  Contact Erin directly at 607-758-4170 or at 
EEckert@cortlandschools.org.  
 
Other Opportunities in Area Schools. To arrange for student partici-
pation in any of the  following  partnerships, contact Kathy Beney, 
Director of Field Placement, at 753-2824, or at Kath-
leen.Beney@cortland.edu.  Barry Elementary’s Recess Program 
(Monday through Friday between 11:30 and 1:00) would like volunteers 
at recess for children, including those with disabilities. Recess will 
involve games and other activities. Cortland Junior/Senior Drop-Out 
Prevention Program needs volunteers in all subject areas to work 
with some at-risk students at the high school.  Groton Elementary 
School and the Even Start Family Literacy  
Program. This homework-help program will run on Tuesdays and 
Thursday s from 3:00 to 4:15. Groton Elementary needs two college 
tutors. 
 
Volunteers with Senior Citizens.  Liz Haskins, Long-Term Care  
Ombudsman Program Coordinator, is looking for names of  
volunteers who are willing to interact with senior citizens in activities 
such as writing letters or biographies or possibly leading discussions 
on current events.  For additional information, please contact Liz at 
ehaskins@cortland-co.org . 
 
Volunteers at the Cortland Regional Medical Center.  The Cortland 
Regional Medical Center’s (CRMC) Volunteer Director, Jarrod  
Kolodziejczyk, can accept up to 15 volunteers in 2- to 4-hour blocks 
of time.  Placements could include the Emergency Room, Admitting, 
and Transportation (within the Center).  One additional project  
possibility is the  development of a Patient Child-Care Project.  For 
additional information, please contact Jarrod at  
jkolodziejczyk@cortlandregional.org.  

•Participants at Service-Learning Shop Talk sessions discuss praises, 
problems, and possibilities in service-learning projects.  We’ll meet 
in Corey Union’s room 209 from 3:00 to 4:00 on Wednesday,  
February 18 . 
 
•The State of Poverty Simulations, from 2:45 to 5:00 in Corey  
Union’s Function Room: 

Monday, February 2nd 
Thursday, February 5th 

This role-playing simulation helps participants understand –  
intellectually and emotionally – the challenges that low-income 
families face while trying to survive from month to month.  It is a 
simulation, not a “game.”  It is conducted in a large room with the 
“families” (students) seated in groups in the center.  Seated along 
the walls are people representing community resources for those 
families.  These services include a bank, food pantry, employment 

office, police station, utility offices, landlords, a pawn broker,  
grocery store, and welfare office. 

The activity runs for two hours, including an introduction, the 
simulation, and a debriefing.  Community Action Program of  

Cortland County (CAPCO) staff facilitate the event.  For more 
information or to arrange a simulation visit, contact John Suarez, 
Coordinator of the Office of Service-Learning, at 
john.suarez@cortland.edu or at (607) 753-4391. 
 
•On Thursday, February 05, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 in Sperry 204:  
NYPIRGs Global Warming Teach-In.  This event has three parts –  

6:00pm - 6:30pm:  Webcast on the 1Sky Coalition and on climate 
change solutions 
6:30 - 7:30:  Faculty presentations 
7:30 - 8:00:  Moderated Q and A session 

The Teach-In is free and open to the public. 
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 I appreciate this opportunity to introduce myself.  My 
name is Adam Megivern. On December 1st of 2008 I was hired as the 
new Executive Director of the Cortland Downtown Partnership.   
Since graduating from Cortland Jr. Sr. High School I have lived, 
worked and studied in various places such as Vermont, Bolivia, New 
Orleans, and Los Angeles.  I am pleased to be able to apply what I 
have learned from these life experiences to my hometown. 
 
 The first event that the Cortland Downtown Partnership 
has planned for 2009 is the second annual Chill-A-Bration. The  
Cortland Downtown Partnership, the Cortland Regional Sports 
Council and the Cortland County Chamber of Commerce are again  
collaborating to celebrate snow, cold, and outdoor recreation in 
our very own Upstate winter. Please come out and join us from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m. at Downtown Cortland’s Court House Park on  
February 28th.  The event includes a ski and snowboard terrain park, 

a sled dog exhibition, family games, chili cook-off and beer tasting, 
and a snowman building competition.  Volunteer inquiries and all 
other questions welcome! 
 
 In addition to my duties to the Cortland Downtown  
Partnership I have become the Main Street Building Administrator. 
In that capacity I am the point of contact to schedule all campus 
and community events and meetings at the Main Street SUNY 
building’s first floor public space and second floor  
classrooms.  I can be reached by email at 
adam@cortlanddowntown.com or by cell 
phone at (607) 342-6460.  Main Street 
SUNY Cortland at 9 Main Street is a  
beautiful facility that I invite you to 
 explore during your next trip to  
downtown Cortland. 

 As the Main Street Community Outreach Coordinator for  the Institute for Civic Engagement and the Cortland Downtown  
Partnership, I look forward to an exciting semester.  By way of introduction, I grew up just outside of Utica, New York, graduating high 
school from West Canada Valley Central School in 2005.  At SUNY Cortland, I majored in Outdoor Recreation with a concentration in  
Outdoor Leadership, completing my undergraduate work in this field in December 2008.  At Cortland, I was actively involved in various  
organizations on campus such as the Cortland College Recreation Association (CCRA), Student Senate, Habitat for Humanity, Cortland  
Running Club, and NYPIRG to name a few.  Coming back to Cortland after a year of studying abroad and completing an internship, I look 
forward to using my experience with various groups on campus and in the community for making the position of  Main Street Community 
Outreach Coordinator very effective.  I see one of my major roles in this position as being a catalyst for activity between campus and the 
community, and vice versa.  One of the ways I am doing this is by  promoting a program called The Power of 10.  For more information 
about this program, see the article below.   The first event that I coordinated this year was the very  successful Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
of Education and Service on January 19th.  Some of the future events coming up this semester  include a tele-conference with Congressman 
Michael Arcuri on the issue of Climate Change on February 4th, a Main Street Lecture by Mark Clare on February 5th, a big conference and 
lobby day in Washington D.C. on the issue of Climate Change called PowerShift 2009 from February 27th thru March 2nd, as well as many 
more  events and programs to listen and look for.  The 2009 spring semester will be great for community outreach.  I am ready and excited 
for an array of activities to foster community involvement here in Cortland.  Stay tuned for upcoming  announcements! 

Research & Economic Development 

Community Outreach Main Street Community Outreach Coordinator  Timothy Rodriguez 

New Executive Director of the Cortland Downtown Partnership 

Cortland Downtown Partnership Executive Director (and Main Street Building 
Administrator): Adam Megivern 

The Research and Economic Development activities are operated from Main 
Street  SUNY Cortland  which is located at 9 Main Street  

Intercollegiate Debate Returns to SUNY Cortland 
by Elizabeth Owens, Debate Club Advisor 

Nearly fifteen years ago Cortland faculty and students were involved 
in trying to bring back competitive public speaking (forensics) and 
debate to SUNY Cortland. At the time, Richard Kendrick was an 
advisor, John Rowe was the Instructor and Coach, and I had the 
pleasure of meeting the team at the tournaments as a judge for 
Cortland. However we had no real funding and it soon fell apart.  
 
Miraculously, along came Trevor Curry a junior  Political Science 
major, who was intent on  starting  a club. Trevor talked to Paul Van 
Der Veur, department chair of Communication Studies, and  a club 
was up and running. Last fall, the club attended three tournaments in 
The Public Forum Debate League and won awards at each one! In 

December the club was approved by the Student Government 
Association and this  spring we began offering COM 395, a one credit  
participation course, to support the club and provide advising and 
judging at tournaments. It is a pleasure to help develop and 
encourage such a worthwhile venture, but the credit belongs to 
Trevor and the other club members . 
 
If you would like more information about The Public Forum Debate 
League, our club or the COM 395 course, contact Trevor Curry 
(President of the club) at Trevor.Curry@cortland.edu or Elizabeth 
Owens Debate Club Advisor and Lecturer in Communication Studies 
at Elizabeth.Owens@cortland.edu . 

New Main Street Community Outreach Coordinator  



The Beard Building Gallery Re-opens with an Exhibition of Ceramics 
By Kathy Kramer  

http://www.cortland.edu/civicengagement/ 

The activities of the Institute for Civic Engagement and 

Main Street SUNY Cortland are made possible through 

the support of the Office of the President, the Office of 

the Provost, the Office of the Associate Provost, the 

Office of Sponsored Programs, the Faculty Development 

Committee, the MacDonald Foundation, the New York 

State Music Fund, the Appalachian Regional Commission, 

the Corporation for National and Community Service, the 

Cortland Fund, the Cortland College Foundation, the 

Division of Institutional Advancement, and the Auxiliary 

Services Corporation. 

Other Upcoming Events 
• Kwame Anthony Appiah - Informal Chat about 

his recent work, the prize winning Cosmopolitan-
ism: Ethics in a World of Stranger, in the Jacobus 
Lounge from 3-4:30 p.m. on February 4th.  

• Kwame Anthony Appiah– Lecture in Brown  
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. on February 4th.  

Marc Clare to speak at Main Street  
SUNY Cortland  

Welcome back from NYPIRG! 
 Hello and welcome back! I hope everyone had a wonderful break and is excited 
for the spring semester. As you are probably aware, NYPIRG (The New York Public  
Interest Research Group) is New York State’s largest non-profit, non-partisan, student 
directed advocacy organization.  NYPIRG and other student groups were  
responsible for registering a record number of student voters this year. By voting in 
the election in November, we all took a part in changing history, and that’s  
something to be really excited about. Getting involved in NYPIRG is a great way to 
learn valuable skills while making a difference on issues like voting rights, higher  
education and the environment. 

After working on campuses and in New York’s communities for over 35 
years, NYPIRG has successfully advocated for the passage of nearly 150 pieces of 
legislation and executive orders.  NYPIRG is working to control the rise in textbook 
and tuition prices, and to raise funding for the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP).   
NYPIRG is also planning a series of workshops during the spring to teach about  
financial literacy, namely, Credit Cards and Student Loans. We also run clothing and 
food drives to benefit the local homeless community; we organize campaigns and 
events that are led by students; and we work as environmental advocates.  

Currently, NYPIRG is promoting a national initiative to raise awareness for 
global warming, which, as you know is a serious problem that threatens our health, 
economy, and national security. NYPIRG believes now is the time to get involved, 
get informed and go out and act. The National Teach-In will be held on February 5th, 
2009 from 6pm – 8pm in Sperry 204.  

Stop by the NYPIRG office in 215 Corey Union or come to NYPIRG’s  
Student Action Meeting on February 17th at 6pm in the Lounge in Corey Union to 
learn about how to get involved.  I look forward to seeing you there!  Any  
questions? I can be reached at (607) 753-4815 or Cortland@nypirg.org.  – Alicia Eimer, 
SUNY Cortland’s NYPIRG Campus Coordinator. 

  
 Marc Clare, visual artist, will present a talk 
on Thursday, February 5th at 2 p.m. at Main Street 
SUNY Cortland (9 Main Street).  For his talk he will 
focus on a number of projects that approach the 
public for some kind of participation. This will include 
the project , Another Day In My  Kingdom, which was  
presented in the Gallery of Photography, Dublin in 
2007, and involved five International Aid Workers 
who are based in Afghanistan, Africa,  Argentina, India 
and Palestine.  He will also discuss Ping Pong Diplo-
macy, presently part of “Getting Even” at the Glucks-
man Gallery, Cork, along with a number of earlier 
works. 

 War is raging in the Congo. Among soldiers' targets are women and  
children, who have been subject to extreme degradation and violence. The Women 
of the Congo are formidable. They are coming together to create communities for 
themselves, places they can heal their bodies, and begin the necessary work of  
creating a sustainable economy.  
 On February 26, NeoVox, the TransAfrica Project, Dowd Fine Arts Gallery, 
the Clark Center, the Literacy Department, the Cultural and Intellectual Climate 
Committee, the Department of Philosophy, CAAR, Women's Studies, Center for 
Gender and Intercultural Studies, POWER, the Dean of Arts and Sciences, and the 
Office of the President, present a teach-in about the Congo and how SUNY  
Cortland might come together as a community to partner with these women in their 
quest for autonomy. The teach-in will feature a film, The Greatest Silence: Rape in 
the Congo, followed by discussion and suggestions for next steps. We invite the 
community to join us.  
 For more information about the film, go to: 
http://www.wmm.com/filmcatalog/pages/c709.shtml 

MAPELO: Hearing the Women of the Congo 
A Teach-In, 4:00 P.M., Feb. 26, 2009, Dowd Fine Arts Gallery 

 Main Street SUNY Cortland’s Beard Building Gallery re-opens for the Spring semester with a  two-person exhibition of  
ceramics featuring the work of Ken Little and Xena Holzapfel, who are students in the Department of Art and Art History.  Ken Little is a BFA 
student in ceramics.  He was co-curator and exhibitor of the acclaimed opening exhibition of the Beard’s Fall semester, Permission to Speak. 
Xena Holzapfel is a studio art major in the Department, accomplished in photography, new media design, and ceramics.  She plans to apply 
to the BFA program next year. 
 Both Little and Holzapfel address dimensions of the human condition in their chosen medium of clay.  Little explores the fragility 
of the delicate balance between childhood and adulthood.  Holzapfel’s work reflects a keen fascination with how the human mind affects 
perceived and actual physical appearances. 
 The exhibition opens on February 2 and extends through March 6.  An opening reception will take place from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. on 
February 5 at the Beard Building Gallery, 9 Main Street, Downtown Cortland. 


