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International Events at SUNY Cortland 

“Music of Russia and America” 
 
Contributors: The SUNY Cortland College-Community 
Orchestra; Ubaldo Valli, conductor; Sarah Shaiman, soprano 
 
 
Sponsored by: ASC and the Performing Arts Department 

 



 
 
Date: Tuesday, December 1, 2015 

at 8 p.m.  

 
Location: Dowd Fine Arts Theater  

Enjoy music crossing cultural 
lines performed by your very 
own SUNY Cortland College-
Community Orchestra.  Hear 
works from Borodin, Chadwick, 
Bernstein, Tchaikovsky and 
Gould.  If you know these 
artists come enjoy their great 
music, and if not come anyway 

to widen your cultural 
perspective of music in the U.S. 
and Russia and to enjoy free 
music.   

“The Rest is Silence” 
 
Sponsored by: The World First Learning Community, 
International Studies Program and the Clark Center for 
International Education 

 
 
Date: Tuesday, December 8, 2015 
at 6pm  
 

“A fact-based work of fiction 
that inevitably recalls the 
Taviani Brothers' Good Morning, 
Babylon (1987), Romanian 
director Nae Caranfil's historical 

epic Restul e Tacere travels 
back to the Bucharest of 1911, 
where 19-year-old Grigore 
Ursache (played by Marius 
Florea Vizante and modeled 
upon real-life director Grigore 
Brezeanu) realizes that he'll 
never be able to achieve 
success as a stage actor on par 

with his famous thespian dad. 
As an alternative, he decides to 



Location: Sperry 304 

 
 

kick-start a new career as a 
filmmaker extraordinaire by 
mounting the country's first 
epic drama - a lavish onscreen 
recreation of Romania's 
struggle for independence from 
the Ottoman Empire in 1877. 
Thus commences the young 
man's arduous and oft-nebulous 

seriocomic struggle between 
the requirements of art and the 
demands of business. While 
difficult, Ursache's effort does 
ultimately produce the film that 
he desires: the real-life 
Romanian masterpiece 
Independenta Romaniei (The 
War for Independence, 1912). 

His goal is simple: to convince a 
dubious Romanian public that 
cinema, as an art form, can 
exist on par with theater” 
(Rotten Tomatoes). 
 
Watch the trailer for “The Rest 
Is Silence” here. 

Sandwich Seminar "International Human Rights Day"  
 
Presented by: Dr. Ute Ritz-Deutch 
 

http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/the-rest-is-silence/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HaGRpaoaM3U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HaGRpaoaM3U


 
 
Date: Thursday, December 10, 
2015 at 11:30am 
 
Location: Brockway Hall Jacobus 
Lounge 

On December 10th, 1948, the 
UN General Assembly adopted 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (UDHR) 
and its 30 articles. Ever since 
then December 10th is 
internationally celebrated as 
Human Rights Day. This lecture 
is 

an overview of the UDHR and 
international human rights 
norms. It also takes a look at 
the global letter writing 
campaign that will take place 
during that week, advocating for 
political prisoners and other 
victims of human rights 
violations. Each year some of 

the focus cases taken on by 
Amnesty International and other 
organizations, have led 
to the release of political 
prisoners. The event is open to 
the public 

 

International Activities in the SUNY Cortland 

Area 
 

“ Muslims, Americans, and the Contemporary Legacies of 
Colonial Rule in the Philippines” 
 
Lecture by: Dr. Patricio Abinales, Asian Studies Department 
University of Hawaii  

 
Sponsored by: Mario Einaudi Center for International 



Studies, Comparative Muslim Societies Program 

 
 
 
Date: Tuesday, December 

1, 2015 at 4:30pm 
 

Location: McGraw Hall, 
Mezzanine room 101, 
Cornell University 

“The popularity of the United States 

among Filipino Muslims goes against the 

majority trend in the Islamic world, 

where the United States has had very 

low credibility since the series of wars in 

the Bush era. In the southern Philippine 

island of Mindanao, however, Islamic 

rebel movements sought out American 

mediation in their peace talks with the 

Philippine government.  In fact, the 

United States Agency for International 

Development USAID) is in its second 

decade of a successful economic 

presence in the war zones. My 

presentation suggests that (first), a 

history of relatively positive Muslim-

American relations, (second) the absence 

and the lack of legitimacy of the 

Philippine state, and (third) the nature of 

local power and authority are three of 

the reasons why this anomalous situation 

exists -- and persists -- to this very day.” 

(Cornell University). 

Fellowship, Grant & Scholarship 

Announcements 

http://events.cornell.edu/event/muslims_americans_and_the_contemporary_legacies_of_colonial_rule_in_the_philippines


10th COIL (Collaborative Online International Learning) 

Conference 

 
When? April 25-26, 2016  

 

Call for Papers Deadline? February 1, 2016 

 

Where? CUNY Graduate Center, 365 5th Ave., NYC 

 

The SUNY COIL Center's annual conference is the leading 

international event in the field of online teaching and brings 

together 350+ professors, international programs staff, 

instructional technologists, and university and college 

administrators from SUNY, across the U.S. and around the world to 

share innovative models and best practices. The year's conference 

agenda will include sessions from both invited speakers as well as 

those resulting from our international Call for Presentations. We 

greatly appreciate sponsorship from the City University of New 

York (CUNY) in providing facilities at their Graduate Center for 

SUNY's 10th anniversary COIL Conference thus allowing us to 

expand the number of attendees at this usually sold out event. 

 

For a decade the SUNY COIL Center has been reimagining 

education as a globally networked phenomenon. Collaborative 

Online International Learning* links faculty across borders to co-

create learning environments in which students gain valuable 

digital and cross-cultural competencies through collaboration with 

international peers. We have in parallel expanded the landscape of 

higher education institutions at SUNY, across the US and the world 

who are internationalizing their curricula by implementing the COIL 

model to benefit their students, as well as their faculty and staff. 

 



Our own networks have grown from a handful of loosely 

participating campuses in 2006 to over 50 committed member 

institutions working to normalize this model. At this, our tenth 

anniversary conference, we gather together to reflect on the 

evolution of the field, to celebrate accomplishments, to welcome 

new practitioners to our networks, and to investigate what new 

directions the next ten years may bring.  

 

For more info about the Conference and Call for Presentations 

(CFP) please visit: http://coil.suny.edu/conference 

 

Questions?COILConference@suny.edu or Craig Little and William 

Skipper, SUNY Cortland’s COIL Nodal Network Coordinators  
Boren Scholarship 

 

Deadline: February 9, 2016  

 

Boren Scholarships, an initiative of the National Security Education 

Program, provide unique funding opportunities for U.S. 

undergraduate students to study less commonly taught languages 

in world regions critical to U.S. interests, and underrepresented in 

study abroad, including Africa, Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, 

Eurasia, Latin America, and the Middle East. The countries of 

Western Europe, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand are 

excluded. 

 

For more information about the Boren Scholarship click here, or 

contact  Dr. Jerome O'Callaghan (jerome.ocallaghan@cortland.edu) 

 

http://coil.suny.edu/conference
mailto:COILConference@suny.edu
mailto:Craig.Little@cortland.edu
mailto:William.Skipper@cortland.edu
mailto:William.Skipper@cortland.edu
https://www.borenawards.org/boren_scholarship/basics.html
mailto:jerome.ocallaghan@cortland.edu


Youth in International Development and Foreign Affairs 

Internship Program  

 
Deadline: January 12, 2016  

 

The summer 2016 internship program will bring a group of talented 

U.S. citizen graduate students, recent graduates, and rising college 

juniors and seniors with disabilities from across the U.S. to 

Washington, DC, for nine weeks.  This will include a one-week 

training and orientation program followed by an eight-week 

internship at an international organization in the Washington, DC, 

area.  USICD will cover the cost of accessible housing during the 

program, reimburse travel expenses to and from DC, and provide a 

limited stipend.  It is anticipated that the program will run from 

May 29 to July 30, 2016. These dates may be subject to change. 

 

To learn more about Youth in International Development and 

Foreign Affairs internship program click here 

 

 

Thomas R. Pickering Foreign Affairs Fellowship 

 
Deadline: January 15, 2016 

 

As you may know, the Pickering Fellowship is one of the State 

Department’s premier recruitment programs aimed at increasing 

diversity among U.S. Foreign Service officers. The Fellowship is 

designed to attract outstanding individuals from all ethnic, racial 

and social backgrounds who have an interest in pursuing a Foreign 

Service career with the U.S. Department of State. Women, 

members of minority groups historically underrepresented in the 

Foreign Service and students with financial need are encouraged to 

http://usicd.org/template/page.cfm?id=257
http://usicd.org/template/page.cfm?id=257


apply. 

 

Program highlights include: 

 

·         Undergraduate candidates (10 fellowships available): Up to 

$37,500 annually for tuition, room and board, books, mandatory 

fees and some travel expenses for the senior year of 

undergraduate studies, and first year of a master’s degree in fields 

related to the Foreign Service such as business administration, 

economics, public policy, international affairs, and other relevant 

fields. 

 

·         Graduate candidates (20 fellowships available): Up to 

$37,500 annually for tuition, room and board, books, mandatory 

fees and some travel expenses for a two-year master’s degree in 

fields related to the Foreign Service such as business 

administration, economics, public policy, international affairs, and 

other relevant fields. 

·         Two summer internships, one at a domestic office of the 

Department of State in Washington, D.C. and one overseas at a 

U.S. embassy or consulate. The program provides stipends, 

transportation and housing for these internships. 

 

·         Employment in the Department of State Foreign Service for 

those who successfully complete the program and Foreign Service 

entry requirements. 

 
To learn more about the Thomas R. Pickering Foreign Affairs 

Fellowship click here. 

Foreign Films @ SUNY Cortland 

http://www.twc.edu/thomas-r-pickering-foreign-affairs-fellowship-program?utm_medium=print&utm_source=brochure&utm_campaign=pickering&utm_content=TWC_2016
http://www.twc.edu/thomas-r-pickering-foreign-affairs-fellowship-program?utm_medium=print&utm_source=brochure&utm_campaign=pickering&utm_content=TWC_2016


In this new section, every issue we will recommend a foreign film 
from the list of foreign films available online through the Memorial 
Library’s portal. There are approximately 160 foreign films in the 
library from about 50 countries. Everyone on campus has access to 
these films. We would like to encourage everyone to expand their 
cinematic experience by watching films from different parts of the 
world.  

Joyeux Noël 
 

Call#:  VideoD PN1997.2 .J69 2006 

 

 
 
 

 
For this weeks newsletter we have chosen the film “ Joyeux Noël” 
 
"A glossy French antiwar movie with melted snowflakes in its eyes, 
tells the true story of an improvised Christmas truce during the 
first year of World War I. The visually sweeping film, written and 
directed by Christian Carion, is the kind of feel-good, feel-sad 
movie with a message that invites you to bask in the glow of 
communal bonhomie, as enemy soldiers lay down their arms, 
stagger out of their trenches and sing carols together on a frigid 

Christmas Eve. 
 



If the film's sentiments about the madness of war are impeccably 
high-minded, why then does "Joyeux Noël," an Oscar nominee for 
best foreign-language film, feel as squishy and vague as a 
handsome greeting card declaring peace on earth? Maybe it's 
because the kind of wars being fought in the 21st century involve 
religious, ideological and economic differences that go much deeper 
and feel more resistant to resolution than the European territorial 
disputes and power struggles that precipitated World War I. 
 

Another reason is that the movie's cross-section of soldiers from 
France, Scotland and Germany are so scrupulously depicted as 
equal-opportunity peacemakers that they never come fully to life 
as individuals. All are well-spoken mouthpieces for cut-and-dried 
perspectives that vary somewhat, according to rank, background 
and war experience. As ferociously as they may fight, these 
soldiers are civilized good guys underneath their uniforms. When 
they go at one another, they're only following orders” (New York 
Times). 

 
Watch the trailer for “Joyeux Noël” here. 

Follow the Clark Center on Facebook 

Now you can follow the Clark Center for International Education on 

Facebook! Like us at this link:   

 
You may also want to “like” the Facebook page for International 

Studies Majors & friends of IST. 

Contact Information 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/03/movies/03noel.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/03/movies/03noel.html?_r=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRrr-CDXijs
https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Studies-Majors-at-SUNY-Cortland/207278946119040
https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Studies-Majors-at-SUNY-Cortland/207278946119040
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SUNY-Cortland-Clark-Center-for-International-Education/740718312610537


 

If you would like to announce an event through the International 

Education Newsletter, please send the information to: 

Alexandru Balas (alexandru.balas@cortland.edu) or John 

Kriegelstein (john.kriegelstein@cortland.edu) 

Clark Center Team: 

Alexandru Balas, Director  

Sue Pettitt, Secretary 

Interns: 

John Kriegelstein, International Education Newsletter Editor 

Jonathan Moore, Events Coordinator 

Jacob Gosier, Clark Center and International Studies Social Media 

Coordinator   

mailto:alexandru.balas@cortland.edu

