
The Center for Gender and 
Intercultural Studies would like 
to take the time to congratulate 
Stephanie Offutt for winning the 
2016 Award of Excellence in 
Understanding Multicultural and 
Gender Issues.

Offutt currently holds senior 
status, however, it is only her 
third year here at SUNY 
Cortland. She is majoring in 
Archaeology, as well as in 
International Studies, with a 
concentration in global political 
systems. Additionally, she has a 
minor in Spanish, and Asian & 
Middle Eastern studies.

She believes that her fields of 
study are very important because 
they are oriented around the 
studies of other cultures. Both of 
her majors require an individual 
to be open minded and 
understanding of different 
peoples and how they do things. 
She feels that this is an important 
skill set for individual to possess, 
as it allows you to relate to 
others.

During her sophomore year, she 
worked as a student mentor for 
international students. She has 
also studied abroad three times, 
twice in Mexico and once in 
Turkey. She believes that these 
experiences have been extremely 
beneficial to her education, but 
also to her own personal growth. 

She summed up why this 
opportunities have meant so much
to her by saying, "As a result of 
these experiences I have had the 
opportunity to meet many 
different people, who have had 
diverse lifestyles. I have formed 
relationships with people all over 
the world snd because of this I 
feel that I have a deeper 
understanding of different 
cultures."

As of right now, she is not sure 
where exactly she wants to go 
after graduation, she has a few 
thoughts, such as possibly 
applying for a Fulbright, or 
attending graduate school, but her
mind is not yet made up. At this 
point, she is sure of one thing, and
that is that wherever she goes and 
whatever she does after 
graduation, she wants it to be on 
an international level. She intends
to spend the years following her 
graduation in another country.  

CGIS once again extends hearty 
congratulations to Stephanie on 
all of her accomplishments, and 
wishes her the best of luck in her 
bright future.

-CGIS Intern, Mary Mitsopoulos
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From the Director’s Desk  
Richard Hunter, Assistant 
Professor of Geography

* Native American History 
Month, organized by Native 
American Studies co-
coordinators Dawn van Hall and 
Dr. Ellie McDowell-Loudan, 
Professor of 
Sociology/Anthropology

Students continue to enjoy 
enrolling in our minors (Asian 
and Middle Eastern Studies, 
Latino and Latin American 
Studies, Women’s Studies, 
Native American Studies) and 
presenting their papers at CGIS 
events and national conferences. 
We are pleased to honor 
Stephanie Offutt receiving our 
CGIS award for Excellence in 
Understanding Multicultural and 
Gender Issues. Students also 
joined faculty, staff, and 
administrators in a Meet and 
Greet—celebrating a name 
change: Women’s, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies. We thank 
Sally Dear-Healey for her 
immense dedication in 
developing a completely 
revamped, exciting new 
curriculum for the minor, and the
dramatic increase in student 
enrolment shows students’ 
enthusiasm and support for her 
bold initiative. The Board is also 
developing a mentoring project 
that will benefit underrepresented
students.

With the support of the Offices 
of the President and Provost, 

Director
Dr. Mechthild (Mecke) Nagel

Secretary
Susan Stout

Interns
Emily FitzMaurice
Jessica Francisco 
Mary Mitsopoulos
 
CGIS Interdisciplinary Minors 
Sharon Steadman AMES 
Henry Steck, JST 
Sebastian Purcell, LLAS 
Richard Hunter, LLAS
Ellie McDowell-Loudan, NAMS 
Sally Dear-Healey, WST 

Committee Chairs
Africana Studies 
Dr. Seth Asumah
Anarchist Studies Initiative 
Dr. Nikolay Karkov
Institute for Disability Studies 
Dr. Judy Bentley
By-laws & Nominations 
Dr. Lynn MacDonald 
Environmental Justice 
Dr. Sheila Cohen
LGBTQ
Dr. Kate Coffey and
Vicki Wilkins

Seth N. Asumah and I will be 
hosting another free Summer 
Diversity Institute for Faculty and 
Staff, May 16-18. This year, we will 
be joined by faculty and deans from 
our partner Fulda University of 
Applied Sciences, Germany. There are 
still a few seats available.

Dr. Asumah and I have also been asked to 
participate in diversity initiatives in 
SUNY, e.g., planning another diversity 
conference for November 2016 in Albany.

Our CGIS faculty, many of whom enjoy 
national if not international scholarly 
reputation, are incredibly productive with 
publications and guiding M.A. and PhD 
students internationally. Many board 
members are involved with our journal 
Wagadu: A Journal of Transnational 
Women’s and Gender Studies 
(online), and we already saw the 
publication of “Women, Gender and 
Government Outsourcing in 
Comparative Perspectives” (Vol. 14, 
winter 2015) to be followed by 
“Epistemic Injustice” special issue 
this summer.

Finally, we thank our dedicated 
student interns, Mary Mitsopoulos, 
editor of the newsletter and media 
projects, Jessica Francisco, Wagadu 
editorial assistant and other special 
projects coordinator, and Emily 
FitzMaurice, assisting Women’s 
Studies initiatives.

Dr. Mechthild Nagel, Director

www.twitter.com/
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SUNY Cortland's 2016 
Black History Month was a 
wonderful success, providing 
students and faculty with a 
variety of different events which
they were able to attend 
throughout the month.

This year, there were far 
more students from a variety of 
disciplines who were able to 
participate in the events..  The 
students took on the challenge 
of presenting their work during 
Black History Month in 
Sandwich Seminars and evening
programs.  Some of these 
valuable individuals include 
Steven Hernandez, History and 
Political Science;  Xavier 
Campbell, Political Science; 
Kenia Ozoria, Communication 
Studies; Alexis Vilceus, 
Education; Claire Leggett, 
History;  Deidre Kirkem, 
Psychology; and Jocenelle 
Alcime, Childhood Education.
With both student and faculty 
presentors at the events 
throughout the month, a wide 
and unique array of viewpoints 
were represented.  

Not only were there 
excellent Sandwhich Seminars 
and lecture events throughout 
the month, the faculty and 

Black History Month
students also came together in a 
collaborative effort in the 
Gospel Choir, Rock, Blue, and 
Jazz Ensemble, and the Africana
Dance Ensemble.  This joint 
effort made for a phenomenal 
and highly memorable month.

A wamr thank you to all 
of those who participated in and 
attended events, as well as to the
Black History Month Co-
sponsors; the President's Office, 
Provost, Dean of Arts and 
Sciences, CGIS, the Politcal 
Science, Philosophy, and 
Africana Studies Departments, 
and CALS, BSU, and PASA.  A
special thank you also to Dr. 
Seth N. Asumah, Chair of the 
Africana Studies Department. 
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Women's History Month 

As March drew to a close, as did SUNY
Cortland's celebration of Women's History 
Month, 2016.  The theme of this year's 
Women's History Month was “Working to 
Form a More Perfect Union:Honoring 
Women in Public Service and Government.” 

This theme was celebrated with 18 
different lectures and film screenings.   These 
events touched on isues from domestic 
violence, to civil rights, to issues women face 
within the the healthcare system, and they 
important work that they are doing to 
counteract such problems. 

Speakers this March included; Wendy 
Murphy of the Women's and Children's 
Advocacy Project, Lisa Sangoi of the National
Advocates for Pregnant Women, peace 
activists Jack Gilroy and Ann Tiffany, Cathy 
Marston from the Free Texas Battered 
Women, and Sandwhich Seminars led by; 
Candice Jaimungal, Anne Adams, Karen 
Pastorello, and Colleen Kattau. 

Sponsorship
 CGIS Advisory 

Board members
 CGIS Executive 

Board members
 SUNY Office of 

Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion 

 Auxiliary Service 
Corporation

 President’s Office
 Provost’s Office
 Research and 

Sponsored 
Programs Office

 Campus Artist and
Lecture Series

Make a 
Gift to 
CGIS
To make a 
financial gift to 
CGIS, please visit 
cortland.edu/
giving or call the 
Cortland College 
Foundation office 
at 607-753-5572. 

From the Director’s Desk  

“Women's History Month is strong, and we want to make sure it recieves the attention 
it deserves throughout the month and beyond.” -Sally Dear-Healey, coordinator of SUNY 
Cortland's Women's Studies

This Women's History Month invited 
and honored such a wide range of individuals 
with the goal of celebrating the impressive and 
diverese accomplishements and impacts made 
by women around the country and around the 
world.  

A hearty thank you is extended to all of 
those who spoke at and attended Women's 
History Month events, as well as to the 
Women's History Month sponsors; the 
President's Office, the Women's Studies 
Committee, CGIS, Women of Color, SUNY 
Cortland's Title IX Office, CALS, and the 
college's “Thinking about War and Peace” 
series -(CGIS, Center for Ethics, Peace and 
Social Justice, and the Philosophy and Africana
Studies Departments).   A special thank you to 
Dr. Sally Dear-Healey, coordinator of 
Women's studies at SUNY Cortland. 

It has been another action packed academic 
year for our board, committee members and 
students! To share a few:

* A year-long series on Thinking about War 
and Peace (co-sponsored with Africana 
Studies Department, The Center for Ethics, 
Peace, and Social Justice, and Philosophy 
Department).

* Black History Month, organized by Dr. Seth
N. Asumah, SUNY Distinguished Teaching 
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