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Read through all of the program descriptions in this booklet and rank your learning community 
choices in order of preference. You will provide these preferences when you sign up for an 
Orientation session. Placement is on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Complete the following steps to sign up for an Orientation session, indicate your learning 
community preferences and complete and submit the Course Information Form. 

1. Login to myRedDragon.
2. Select the Admissions tab and then the Important Links section.
3. Go to the Orientation tab to: 

• Sign up for an Orientation session and indicate your learning community preferences.  
You will be informed of your placement at summer Orientation.  

• Complete and submit the Course Information Form as soon as possible.

At Orientation, you will meet with a faculty advisor and set your first semester schedule. It will 
include your learning community course work, other General Education courses and COR 101: The 
Cortland Experience, a course designed to help you transition to Cortland’s academic community. 
Other courses will be added to complete a full semester schedule.

Professional advisors in Advisement and Transition provide ongoing support and resources to assist 
you in identifying your academic interests and career aspirations so that you are able to choose a 
major that aligns with your goals.

Your Next StepsExplore Majors and Succeed in Your 
First Year

Every year, SUNY Cortland welcomes new students in a variety of majors, the largest of these 
being pre-major. As a pre-major, you haven’t yet chosen a particular area of study. At SUNY 
Cortland, we offer a variety of learning community experiences that cover a range of interests 
and are well suited for those who have yet to commit to studying a particular subject.

During your first semester, you’ll explore career and academic options such as science, human 
behavior and society, democracy and government, world cultures, communication, recreation,  
the environment, technology, and gender and sexuality.

In a learning community, you won’t be just another student in an introductory class. You’ll be 
enrolled in courses that address common themes with about 22 other students who have similar 
interests. You, your classmates and your professors will get to know one another as you explore 
new ideas and discover the world around you. You’ll also learn more about yourself.

Research has shown that students who participate in learning communities develop greater 
intellectual maturity and take more responsibility for their education. I am excited about the 
opportunities you will have as part of a learning community at SUNY Cortland and I am confident 
that the experience will be rewarding.

 
R. Bruce Mattingly, Dean of Arts and Sciences



“I’ve had a great experience here at SUNY 
Cortland, and taking various courses has 
lead me to be more decisive about what I 
want to do in my career life.” 

- Bridgette Nickel

Building Community through Recreation

Recreation is active engagement in freely chosen, meaningful activity to promote well-being. By 
connecting individuals with common interests, recreation builds relationships and is the key to creating a 
healthy community. Students who build connections with others and to campus are more successful in 
and out of the classroom.
 In this learning community you will have the opportunity to create your own sense of community 
by not only sharing two courses, but also by participating in an overnight trip to the College’s  
William H. Parks Family Center for Environmental and Outdoor Education Center at Raquette Lake.
 In addition to COR 101, you will take REC 271: Foundations of Recreation, a liberal arts and sciences 
course, which introduces you to the concepts of recreation, play and leisure in your life as well as the 
profession of recreation and leisure services.
 This learning community will be of particular interest if you are thinking of majoring in recreation, 
outdoor recreation, therapeutic recreation or recreation management. Learn how you can make a 
difference by building community and enhancing quality of life through recreation.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

REC 271: Foundations of Recreation (3 cr. hr.)
History, theory, philosophy of play and recreation; implications  
for individuals, groups in changing society.

Instructor
Sharon Todd, Professor and Chair 
Recreation, Parks and Leisure Studies
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Democracy Matters

The concept of democracy has been around for 2,500 years, but substantial questions about it remain. In 
this learning community we will examine what democracy has meant at different places and times, and 
what it means for us in the modern world. We then examine the tension between democratic ideals and 
the actual practices of governments that generate some of the most important and controversial issues 
of our time.
 If you are interested in a career in law, politics, government or public affairs, or if you simply want to 
become a more informed and effective citizen, this learning community is for you.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

POL 102: Foundations of Democracy (3 cr. hr)
Theory and practice of democratic government from ancient Greece 
to the present. Topics include democratic institutions, rights and 
liberties, and the scope and limits of democratic governance in 
modern nation-states. This course meets the General Education 5 
category. 

Instructors
Mary McGuire, Associate Professor, Political Science 
Director, Institute for Civic Engagement

Thomas Pasquarello, Professor, Political Science

“Foundations of Democracy was an 
excellent course that used critical thinking 
to help me develop skills that I will carry 
with me for a lifetime.” 

- Allison Phillips
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“I like the learning community. I was happy 
to be put in Earth and Environment because 
I found out how much I enjoyed geology, 
otherwise I never would have known.” 

- Jillian McEvoy

Earth and Environment

Earth and Environment provides a unique opportunity for you to explore the Earth and environmental 
sciences by taking classes and laboratories as a group. Classes are small and students and faculty work 
together. You should consider this program if you are interested in the earth sciences and environment.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

EST 100: Introduction to Environmental Studies (3 cr. hr.)
Multidisciplinary study of the relationship of human beings to the 
natural world. Emphasis on the causes and consequences of human 
impacts on the local, regional, and global environments and the 
ecological, socioeconomic and institutional perspectives that must 
interact to solve environmental problems.

GLY 261: Physical Geology (4 cr. hr.)
Principles of physical geology. Earth materials, intracrustal forces and 
products, agents of gradation and their physiographic expression. 
Laboratory study includes minerals, rocks, topographic and geologic 
maps, simple geologic structures. Three lectures, one three-hour 
laboratory, field trips.

Instructors
Gayle Gleason, Associate Professor, Geology

Cheryl Hines,  Coordinator of Student Outreach and  
Non-Traditional Student Support, Advisement and Transition

Li Jin, Associate Professor, Geology
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Gender, Sexuality and Culture

Explore diversity, equity and inclusion from the perspective of gender and sexuality in this learning 
community. We will discuss these issues from economic, philosophical, political and social perspectives. In 
Introduction to Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies you will explore the social construction of gender 
and gender identity, sexual orientation and sexual behaviors across culture and history. Specifically, we will 
examine messages that we get from society, including television, film, literature, comics, art and political 
rhetoric, about what it means to be a gendered and sexual person. The community will also consider a variety 
of perspectives by Latina existentialist thinkers on matters such as self-expression in fashion to the prospects 
for love under oppression. All the courses satisfy Cortland General Education and all College requirements.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)
  
WGS 100: Introduction to Women’s, Gender and  
Sexuality Studies (3 cr. hr.)
A survey of women’s, gender and sexuality studies that emphasizes 
the integration of the various approaches to the area. Topics will 
include: analysis of patriarchy and gender and their influence on 
family, work and public policy; the history of women and the 
women’s movement; sexuality and sex roles; connections among 
gender, race and class. Satisfies requirement for women’s, gender, and 
sexuality studies minor.

PHI 229: Latin American Philosophy (3 cr. hr.)  
A survey of contemporary Latin American philosophy, with special 
emphasis on the tradition of existentialism and Latina Feminism. The 
course focus centers on a range of topics including self-expression, 
borderland life, post-conquest and post-settler existence, and the 
search for love and happiness.

Instructors
Jena Nicols Curtis, Associate Professor, Health

Mecke Nagel, Professor, Philosophy and Africana Studies, 
Director, Center for Gender and Intercultural Studies (CGIS)

Sebastian Purcell, Assistant Professor, Philosophy and  
Treasurer, Center for Ethics, Peace and Social Justice
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“My women’s, gender, and sexuality studies 
minor has encouraged me to recognize the 
stories of marginalized groups and work 
towards developing a voice in a discipline 
that I was never previously allowed to 
participate in. It has taught me how to be 
more critical of the social structures that 
seem concrete and ultimately how to be 
more of a compassionate human being.” 

- Brooke Hughes



Happiness and Society

This learning community is an opportunity for you to study philosophical and ethical issues of significance to 
contemporary society. It will help you think, read and write critically — skills beneficial for all future courses in 
all disciplines. This community is also a great introduction to philosophy and the major questions of human life. 
Courses have a high content of discussion and student interaction.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

PHI 100: Introduction to Philosophy (3 cr. hr.)
Introduction to subject matter and methods of philosophy. 
Readings include classical and contemporary writers on a range 
of philosophical topics including social and political philosophy, 
philosophy of religion, questions of metaphysics and epistemology, 
ethics and basic characteristics of rational inquiry.

PHI 135: Introduction to Ethics (3 cr. hr.)
Exploration of moral issues found in our daily lives and our special 
disciplines. Includes problems such as racial and sexual discrimination, 
abortion, capital punishment, civil disobedience, war, problems in 
bioethics.

PHI 201: Ancient Social Philosophy (3 cr. hr.)
Explores ancient social philosophy as part of the social, political 
and historical development of Western Civilization from its origins 
in Greece, emphasizing Plato and Aristotle to the Epicureans and 
Roman Stoics and comparing them to developments in other parts 
of the world. Analyzes the Greeks’ understanding of the human 
person in society and how that has influenced our thinking today. 
Covers such topics as democracy, justice, friendship and the family.

Instructors
David LaRocca, Lecturer, Philosophy 

Mecke Nagel, Professor, Philosophy and Africana Studies and 
Director, Center for Gender and Intercultural Studies (CGIS)

Sebastian Purcell, Assistant Professor, Philosophy and  
Treasurer, Center for Ethics, Peace and Social Justice

Marinda Souva, Assistant Director of Transition Programs, 
Advisement and Transition

“The best aspect of the learning community 
is how outgoing the teachers are toward 
every student and how everybody’s willing 
to help.” 

- William Zahansky
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Human Communication

This option allows you to explore concepts and principles related to the field of communication studies. 
Along with COR 101, you’ll take COM 100: Human Communication. 
 Do you see yourself as a website developer, TV news director, journalist, special effects technician 
in the film industry or a public relations or advertising executive? If you share an excitement about, or are 
interested in, the field of communication studies, this might be the community for you.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

COM 100: Human Communication (3 cr. hr.)
An introduction to basic communication concepts, principles 
and practices; consideration of theories and models, language, 
perception, audiences, messages, technologies, mass media, 
persuasion and intercultural communication with practical 
application in various contexts.

Instructors
Moyi Jia, Assistant Professor, Communication Studies

Meredith Morell, Student Employment Coordinator,  
Career Services
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“Being in the learning community helped my  
transition to SUNY Cortland. It allowed me to bond 
and connect with my classmates on a deeper level. 
We were able to learn about each other while being 
able to relate and discuss lessons and assignments 
regarding our Human Communication class.”

- Amanda Hernandez



Learning In Deed

School learning usually takes place in a classroom, yet “the real world” takes place outside of the 
classroom. Because of this, the Learning In Deed learning community lets you learn from — and apply 
your learning to — the real world. The centerpiece of this learning community is a service-learning 
experience.
 Service-learning is an experiential form of learning that combines a community project with one 
or more academic courses. Your service experience integrates the three courses listed below. Students 
in this learning community have participated in community projects such as tutoring, environmental 
sustainability and advocating for the rights of people with disabilities. 
 As you learn from the blending of your community project and these academic courses, you apply 
your new knowledge and skills to real life, so you develop a deeper understanding of yourself, the world 
around you and your role in it. You will personalize your learning, in deed.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

CPN 102: Writing Studies in the Community I (4 cr. hr.)
Introduction to the study and practice of writing with an emphasis 
on critical reading and thinking skills. Includes 30 hours of service-
learning work in the community.

SOC 150: Introduction to Sociology (3 cr. hr.)
Social structure, institutions, processes and major social forces. 
Emphasis on American society.

Instructors
Erin Boylan, Associate Director, Alumni Engagement

William Skipper, Assistant Professor, Sociology/Anthropology

John Suarez, Coordinator, Service-Learning, Institute for  
Civic Engagement

“I really enjoy the learning community. A lot 
of what we learn in classes intertwines with 
each other. I can easily connect information 
from computer applications to writing 
studies and sociology. I am lucky to be a part 
of this community.”  

- Lauren Carlson 
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Molecular World

In Molecular World, you will explore topics that include nanotechnology, medicine and how green 
technologies will benefit everyone on the planet. This learning community provides the unique opportunity 
for you to work in small groups of students and faculty within the classroom and laboratory environment.
 Classes in this learning community satisfy General Education requirements. If you are interested in 
biochemistry, chemistry and adolescence education in chemistry, you should join this learning community.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

CHE 221: General Chemistry I (4 cr. hr.)
Atomic theory, structure, chemical bonding. Application of 
thermodynamic, structural and kinetic considerations to inorganic 
systems. Electrochemistry, quantitative analysis, other current topics. 
Three lectures, one three-hour laboratory. 

CHE 224: Problem-Solving in General Chemistry I (1 cr. hr.)
Methods of solving problems in general chemistry: stoichiometry, 
atomic and molecular structure, bonding.

Instructors
Gail Buckenmeyer, Lecturer I, Chemistry 

Katherine Hicks, Assistant Professor, Chemistry

Gregory Phelan, Professor and Chair, Chemistry

Andrew Roering, Assistant Professor, Chemistry

Maureen Smith, Lecturer I, Chemistry

“My learning community taught me a  
lot about what I could do to keep from 
getting overwhelmed during my first 
semester of college.”  

- Jacob Bonanno
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“Being in the learning community  
really showed me I am not the only 
one who has no idea what they want 
to do with their life coming in as a 
freshman. That is okay. The courses 
helped me to see who I really was  
and exactly what I wanted.”

- Dannielle Della Penta
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Our Future World

Explore the challenges human beings face in striving to live well on a changing planet. In two popular 
geography courses that satisfy General Education categories 3, 6 and 12, you will investigate the 
interrelationships between population growth, economic development, resource use, the environment 
and technological change now and in the future. If you are interested in geography, international affairs, 
globalization, culture, ecology, social justice and technology, you will particularly enjoy this program. It may 
even help you find a career to be passionate about. A weekend trip to the Adirondacks is an added bonus.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

GRY 125: Human Geography and Global Development (3 cr. hr.)
A spatial study of race, class and gender relations in the context 
of contrasting cultures, and the role the relations play in global 
development — social, political and economic. 

GRY 370: Will the World Provide?  
A Research Experience for Students (3 cr. hr.)
This course provides a science, technology, and society (STS) research 
experience for students. Through class, group and individual projects, 
students develop and pursue a research question, investigate 
resources and reach a set of comprehensive conclusions on one of 
the following global resource topics: air, water, minerals, agriculture, 
energy, forestry, fisheries and wildlife.

Instructors
Wendy Miller, Associate Professor and Chair, Geography

Scott Anderson, Professor, Geography

Ibipo Johnston-Anumonwo, Professor, Geography 



Play Across Cultures

Every day, all over the world, children play games. They jump ropes and roll marbles — even animal 
knuckles. They draw games on sidewalks or in the sand; they throw balls and chase each other. They play 
for healthy physical, social and cognitive development; they play for fun. And when they play, culture 
is learned and perpetuated. This learning community is for students interested in play, children and 
contrasting cultures.
 In addition to COR 101, you will take REC 150: Play Across Cultures where you will “travel” to different 
countries so that you can play the games, simulate the celebrations and perhaps even taste the foods 
that young people around the world are enjoying.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

REC 150: Play Across Cultures (3 cr. hr.)
Study of the similarities and differences in young people’s play and 
celebrations through an examination of world cultures.

Instructors
Cheryl Hines, Coordinator of Student Outreach  
and Non-Traditional Student Support,  
Advisement and Transition

Vicki Wilkins, Professor,  
Recreation, Parks and Leisure Studies“I didn’t know it at the time, but the 

majority of people in my community 
ended up in the same program as me.  
It was great having familiar faces that I had 
known from day one here at Cortland.”

- Connor Berg
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“This was a good learning community if you are 
interested in kinesiology and sociology. You 
discover interesting concepts within sport and 
social aspects of society and allows you to meet 
and communicate with peers in your class.” 

- Mike Mirabile 
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Social Issues in Sport

This learning community connects EXS 290: Social Problems and Issues in Sport and Exercise with a 
dedicated COR 101 section. You will examine social issues through the context of sport and exercise.  
EXS 290 fulfills the Prejudice and Discrimination General Education requirement.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

EXS 290: Social Problems and Issues in Sport and Exercise (3 cr. hr.) 
Examination of social problems and issues that impact upon a 
variety of physical activities. Consideration of how values, prejudice, 
discrimination and stereotypes affect sport and exercise in ways similar 
to society at large.

Instructors
Yomee Lee, Associate Professor, Kinesiology

Susan Stiner, Academic Advisor, Advisement and Transition



World First

World First brings together students and faculty who are concerned about global issues such as racism 
and multiculturalism, human rights, international violence and global economic structures, including 
inequality and poverty. You will explore past causes of, and future solutions to, the global issues and 
problems facing our world. World First is great if you have an interest in international issues, travel,  
world cultures and ethnic groups or working in international settings.

COR 101: The Cortland Experience (1 cr. hr.)

IST 100: Culture Through Film (3 cr. hr.) 
Introduction to film as an art form and to the basic narrative and 
stylistic aspects of film; study of film as a medium of cultural 
representation and expression; exploration of current and historical 
global themes and issues through screening, study and discussion of 
course films.

HIS 101: The World Since 1500 (3 cr. hr.) 
Explores expanding connections between peoples, cultures and 
political communities in the world from 16th century to present. 
Focuses on rise and development of new economic systems, political 
institutions, cultures and ideologies and interactions of people 
across geographic and national boundaries. Seeks to understand 
globalization and tensions between local and global events. 

ANT 102: Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (3 cr. hr.) 
Subdisciplines, conceptual frameworks dealing with origins, 
development, diversity of human cultures.

We strongly urge that students enroll in a foreign language course to 
round out their first-semester course load.

Instructors
Alexandru Balas, Assistant Professor,  
Coordinator, International Studies Program and  
Director, Clark Center for Global Engagement

Girish Bhat, Professor, History

Patricia Martinez, Lecturer IV (Spanish), Modern Languages

Sharon Steadman, Professor, Sociology/Anthropology

“The learning community helped me adjust 
to college because I got to know my fellow 
classmates and professors very well.” 

- Bryant Levy
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For more information, please contact:

Advisement and Transition
SUNY Cortland

Memorial Library, Room A-111
P.O. Box 2000

Cortland, NY 13045

Phone: 607-753-4727
Fax: 607-753-5593

cortland.edu/advisement


