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Inside this issue: 

Political Engagement  

• Political Candidate In-
tern:  Samantha Knight, a 
service-learning veteran 
and a history major with a 
minor in political science, 
is interning with Chris 
Farkas, a candidate for 
Cortlandville councilman. 

• Poll Worker Assistants:  
The Institute is conduct-
ing its 2nd year of its 
“Democracy Works If You 
Do” project.  Student Coor-
dinator, Mollie O’Brien 
(Business Economics) has 
recruited 20 students to be 
Poll Worker Assistants in 
the November 2007 elec-
tions.  Last year, 13 SUNY 
Cortland students worked 
as Poll Worker Assistants, 

and 13 worked as Poll 
Workers.  The overwhelm-
ingly positive response 
from students and Cort-
land residents convinced 
the Cortland County Board 
of Elections and ICE that 
the program should con-
tinue.  SUNY Cortland stu-
dents will help replace sea-
soned poll workers who 
leave through attrition. 

Data Collection 

Students’ Community Ser-
vice:  Beginning in Novem-
ber, Lisa Greco 
(Communications) will col-
lect information relating to 
students’ non-service-
learning community service 
activities so that the college 
can more effectively ac-

knowledge students’ good 
deeds. 

Staff Community Service:  
Human Resources intern, 
Beth McCullough, and Of-
fice of Service-Learning 
intern, Brittany Baig, are 
conducting a mail survey 
of SUNY Cortland staff, 
including Research Foun-
dation and ASC employ-
ees, so that the college can 
more effectively acknowl-
edge these folks’ good 
deeds. 

End-of-Semester Reflec-
tions on Civic Engage-
ment:  Join faculty, staff, 
and students on Tuesday, 
December 4, from 3:00 to 
4:30 in Corey Union #209 
for this popular event. 
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Volunteer to be a Team Faculty Mentor 
   With all of its demands, 
college is a stiff challenge 
for students.  Student ath-
letes, especially at Division 
III institutions, face all of 
the rigorous academic, per-
sonal, and social obstacles 
with which non-athlete 
students must cope.   Meet-
ing these demands requires 
that student athletes ex-
pend time, mental effort, 
and physical exertion be-
yond that required of non-
athlete students. The insti-
tution which sponsors their 
athletic team benefits from 

their talents and effort in 
many ways. 
   To help our students get 
the most out of their col-
lege and athletic experi-
ences, the Team Faculty 
Mentor program provides 
student athletes with a 
faculty member to provide 
additional support and 
guidance.  The main pur-
pose of the program is to 
help serious students who 
are also serious athletes 
balance their roles as ef-
fectively as possible. 
   Additional purposes in-

clude: enhancing academic 
performance, retention and 
graduation rates; serving as 
a liaison between the aca-
demic faculty and the De-
partment of Athletics; and 
assisting with the recruiting 
process by talking with pro-
spective students and their 
families about a particular 
major or SUNY Cortland in 
general. 
        For more information 
or to volunteer, contact Joan 
Sitterly, Director of Athlet-
ics, at sitterly@cortland.edu 
or call ext. 4593. 

Service Learning • Community Outreach • Research and Economic Development 



Get Connected to the Community in the Learn-
ing Commons– Visit with Kathy Gallagher, Com-
munity Outreach Coordinator on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. until noon.  Want to get con-
nected with a service or volunteer opportunity?  This 
is the place to go – directly behind the Bookmark 
Café in the Library. 

High School Leadership Workshop:  Kathy Gal-
lagher and John Suarez are helping Brittany Sage 
(Senior, Communications major who is an SGA Stu-
dent Club liaison and a service-learning veteran) 
and Aaron Marsh (SGA President) to organize and 
conduct an interactive Personal Communications 
workshop at the Nov. 14 “High School Leadership 
Day,” sponsored by the Center for Educational Ex-
change.   

Binghamton University Service-Learning 
Conference:  John Suarez presented his paper, 
Emotion: The Logic Behind Service-Learning, on 
October 26.  

⇒ Students Advocating for a Valuable Environment 
(SAVE): Thursdays at 7 p.m. in Corey Union 204 

⇒ New York Public Interest Research Group Meet-
ings (NYPIRG): Mondays at 5 p.m. in Corey Union 
215 

⇒ Moving In Congregations, Acting in Hope (MICAH): 
Contact Marie Agen at 
agenm@cortland.edu 

⇒ Black Student Union: Mondays at 
6 p.m. in Corey Union Voice Office  

Community Outreach Service Learning 

Weekly Meeting Dates 

Department of Recreation & 
Leisure Studies students work 
with kids with disabilities  in 

exploring ways to include them in 
parks and recreation  

opportunities. 
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Community Outreach Partnership Center Coordinator & 
SUNY Cortland VISTA Member: Kathy Gallagher 

 
The Community Outreach activities are operated from our 

SUNY Cortland Main Street facility (9 Main St). 

Service Learning Coordinator: John Suarez 

The Office of Service-Learning is located in the Learning 
Commons, which is on the first floor of the library just 

beyond the Bookmark Café. 

SUNY Faculty Members Attend Deliberative Polling Initiative Workshop 
    Karen Hempson and Christopher 
Latimer, respectively from the Child-
hood/Early Childhood Education De-
partment and Political Science Depart-
ment, attended a Deliberative Polling 
Conference at Stanford University on 
September 27-29, 2007.  Funded by the 
American Democracy Project and the 
American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities, they collaborated with 
Dr. Jim Fishkin at the Center for Delib-
erative Democracy. This Center is 
housed in the Department of Communi-
cations at Stanford University and is 
devoted to research on civics and public 
opinion that is attained through Delib-
erative Polling. 
      Deliberative Polling was designed to 
inform citizens about key public issues 
through the use of initial polling of a 
random sample of people.  They then 

form a statistical microcosm of the com-
munity and engage in an all-day dia-
logue with competing experts and politi-
cal leaders based on questions that they 
develop in small group discussions. 
With carefully balanced briefing materi-
als and opportunities to interact with 
panels of experts, the participants come 
to a considered and informed judgment 
of the issue.  The aim is to provide in-
formed and representative input from 
the public on complex issues.  Parts of 
the event are broadcast on television, 
either live or in taped and edited form. 
 The resulting changes in opinion repre-
sent the conclusions the public would 
reach if people had the opportunity to 
become more informed and more en-
gaged by the issues, instead of resorting 
to "sound bites" and headlines. 
Deliberative polling experiments have 

been conducted over 22 times in the 
United States and in such countries as 
Britain, Australia, Denmark, and Ire-
land.  In the U.S., there have been 2 
events at the national level as well as 
10 local versions.  The National Issues 
Convention was broadcast from Austin, 
Texas in January, 1996. This was spon-
sored by the MacNeil/Lehrer Produc-
tions, PBS, the University of Texas, and 
the National Opinion Research Center. 
 In January of 2003, the first national 
online Deliberative Poll took place in 
Philadelphia using a national random 
sample of 340 participants. 
     We are hoping to bring a Delibera-
tive Polling experiment to the Cortland 
campus, and Profs. Latimer and 
Hempson will be meeting with the Pro-
vost to discuss the possibilities.  



Developing Downtown   
Cortland’s Heritage  
and Culture District 

 
 The SUNY Cortland GIS 
lab, the Cortland Downtown Part-
nership and the city of Cortland are 
exploring the potential of arts and 
culture venues in historic downtown 
Cortland’s vacant and 
marginally used second 
and third stories. 

 Through the work 
of SUNY Cortland stu-
dents’ developing skills in 
GIS technology, a three-D 

model of historic downtown Cort-
land is being created to serve as a 
planning, marketing and business 
recruitment tool. 

The entire project is managed out of 
the SUNY Cortland Main Street 
campus, 9 Main Street, and a por-
tion of the student work will be 
funded by a Preserve America grant 

from the National Park 
Service.  Potential arts 
and cultural uses for 
these spaces include 
artist lofts and studio 
space, gallery space, 
and performance space. 

This project’s activities also include: 

•Meeting with selected property 
owners to review potential and alter-
nate building uses. 

•Written inventory and condition 
assessments of each participating 
property. 

•Survey of participating property for 
suitability as venues for arts and 
culture. 

•Architecture and engineering docu-
ments and cost estimates for renova-
tion and adaptive reuse of spaces as 
venues for arts and culture. 

Upcoming Events of Interest to the Community 

Research & Economic 
Development 

Cultural & Intellectual Climate Com-
mittee “Earthly Matters Discussion 
Series on Environment” 

♦ Paul Roberts (Journalist): “Peak Oil: 
Depletion and Denial” 
November 8th, 7:30 p.m. in Brown 
Auditorium, Old Main. Roberts ex-
plores the economic and political im-
plications of a peak in oil production 
and the potential for alternatives to 
fill the gap left by the declining sup-
ply of oil.  

♦ Michael Klare “Rising Power, 
Shrinking Planet: The Global Strug-
gle over Dwindling Resources.” No-
vember 29th, 7:30 p.m. Brown Audi-
torium, Old Main 

Cortland Center for Economic Edu-
cation hosts A Chamber of Commerce 
Morning Seminar Series presenta-
tion: “Workplace Investigations and 
Handling Employee Terminations” 
Thursday, November 15 at 7:30 a.m. in 
Main Street SUNY Cortland  (9 Main St.)  
Topics Include: investigating employee 
complaints, conducting the employee ter-
mination meeting, and unemployment 
insurance. $10 per person per session. 
Fee covers presentation, any materials, 
and continental breakfast. Seats are lim-

ited. Reserve yours today by calling the 
Chamber @ 756-2814. 
 
Provost's Open Meeting on Aca-
demic Excellence: "Education for 
Citizenship," on Nov. 16, 1 to 3 p.m., 
Corey Union Function Room. The mod-
erators for the discussion will be Nancy 
Aumann, Associate Provost; Richard 
Kendrick, Director of the Institute for 
Civic Engagement, and Chair, Sociol-
ogy/Anthropology; and John Suarez, 
Service-Learning Coordinator. 

Relay for Life: Sat., Nov. 17th-18th @ 
Lusk Field House, 7p.m.—7a.m.  
Contact: sunycortlandrfl@yahoo.com  

Register @ http://www.acsevents.org/
relay/ny/cortlandstate 

Relay For Life is a fun-filled overnight 
event designed to bring together those 
who have been touched by cancer in 
our community. At the event, we cele-
brate survivorship and raise money to 
help the American Cancer Society in 
its mission to save lives, help those 
who have been touched by cancer, and 
empower individuals to fight back. Join 
the fight against cancer today and help 
SUNY Cortland reach its goal of 75 
teams and $55,000!!!  

SUNY Cortland "Steps It Up" 
Following the lecture by environ-
mental advocate, Bill McKibben  in 
September, Cortland students are or-
ganizing their own "Step It Up” 
event.  Cortland’s Step It Up action on 
Saturday November 3 will be at 12:30 
in front of Old Main, but plan to meet 
at noon in front of Old Main to get or-
ganized.  
     We have registered our action at 
the Step It Up web site. See http:// 
events.stepitup2007.org/november/
events/show/2638.   
     Step It Up Cortland will be held in 
conjunction with the November 3 Prac-
tical Peace Making and Environmental 
Justice conference in Old Main from 
9:00-5:00 at SUNY Cortland. For the 
conference web site see http://
www.peaceconsortium.org/ SUNY%
20Cortland_conf_2007.htm       
      Through the Step It Up web site 
process, we have invited Senators Clin-
ton, Schumer and Representative Ar-
curi. I haven’t heard anything from 
them. Let’s use this event to build a 
social movement for  a greener and 
just future. 

  — Kathy Russell 
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Community Research and Economic Development Coordinator: 
Lloyd Purdy 

The Research and Economic Development activities are oper-
ated from Main Street Cortland at 9 Main Street downtown 

(directly across from the Community Restaurant).  



What is Civic Engagement? 

Civic Engagement means working to make a difference in the 
civic life of our communities and developing the combination 
of knowledge, skills, val-
ues, and motivation to 
make that difference. It 
means promoting the qual-
ity of life in a community, 
through both political and 
non-political processes 
(Ehrlich, 2000). The con-
cept of “meaningful civic 
actions” includes a wide 
range of activities by 
which students are en-
gaged in the lives of their 
communities (including the college community, the commu-
nity in which the college is embedded, and the national and 
international communities of which we are all a part). Civic 
action includes service to the community, and it also includes 
participation in the activities and organizations that promote 
change in a community. Civic action also includes participa-
tion in the political process through activities like voting, par-
ticipation in traditional politics, and involvement in groups 
that advocate for change. Underlying civic action is the as-
sumption that students will be encouraged to develop the 
skills and knowledge for meaningful participation and, as our 
college mission statement says, for “making a difference.” 

for them some common morality. But 
college should be a place that fosters 
open debate of the ethical issues posed 
by modern life — by genetic screening 
and engineering; by the blurring of the 
lines dividing birth, life and death; by 
the global clash between liberal indi-
vidualism and fundamentalism. . . . 

     Some signs suggest that higher edu-
cation is waking up to its higher obliga-
tions. . . . 

     At many colleges, there is [a] growing 
emphasis on service-learning, in which 
students in an earth-science course, for 
instance, move out of the lab to work 
with an environmental advocacy group 
or students in an urban-sociology course 
work with kids in the local community 
who are coping with various forms of 

     In his 2003 book, “Universities in 
the Marketplace,” Derek Bok, the 
former Harvard president, made 
the shocking observation that 
“faculties currently display scant 
interest in preparing undergradu-
ates to be democratic citizens, a 
task once regarded as the principal 
purpose of a liberal education and 
one urgently needed at this moment 
in the United States.” Bok was right 
on both counts — the neglect and 
the urgency — but he relegated his 
statement to a footnote. It should 
have been a headline. 
 College today is a place in 
which students from many back-
grounds converge, and it is neither 
feasible nor desirable to prescribe 

deprivation. These sorts of engage-
ment do not have to be disconnected 
from rigorous academic study; they 
work best when tied to the tradi-
tional modes of learning through 
reading, lecture and discussion. Nor 
must they be a form of feel-good 
tokenism whereby the privileged 
make a few charitable gestures be-
fore getting on with their lives. 
They can be profoundly transforma-
tive experiences that bolster the 
motive — indeed, the need — to live 
a life of civic engagement. 

“Academic Business: Has the modern university become 
just another corporation?” 

http://www.cortland.edu/
civicengagement/ 

T h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
C i v i c  E n g a g e m e n t  

The activities of the Institute for Civic Engagement and 
Main Street SUNY Cortland are made possible through 
the support of the Office of the President, the Office of the 
Provost, the Office of the Associate Provost, the Office of 

Sponsored Programs, the Faculty Development         
Committee, the MacDonald Foundation, the New York 

State Music Fund, the Appalachian Regional            
Commission, the Corporation for National and         

Community Service, the U.S. Election Assistance       
Commission, the Division of Institutional Advancement, 

and the Auxiliary Services Corporation. 

Excerpt from The New York Times Magazine, September 30, 2007 
Article by Andrew Delbano  

(Director of American Studies and Levi Professor in the Humanities at Columbia University) 

Graduate Students at Homer Junior High  
School History Class  


