
Economic Inequality Initiative Meeting 

August 20, 2015 

 

 

Attending: Ethan Lewis, Lindy Glennon, Chad Underwood, Craig Little, Sara Hobson, Janet Ochs, John 

Suarez,  Matt Whitman, Randi Storch, Cyndi Guy, Mary McGuire, David Rutherford, Joan Martin 

 

Mary McGuire started off the meeting by opening the discussion about the name of the group. Some 

members felt that the word “inequality” may put people off, or somehow discourage participation by a 

diverse group, while others felt that it was important to clearly communicate what the initiative is about 

and to capitalize on the ADP’s national effort.  (ADP has designated this effort as the Economic Inequality 

Initiative.) Ultimately the group elected to compromise. The new name of the group is: 

 

The Economic Inequality Initiative: Pathways to Opportunity in Cortland County. 

 

The group also elected to incorporate the words, understand, educate, and advocate as subtext, to better 

communicate the group’s purpose. 

 

David Rutherford shared information about the “Left Tilt” grant. David, Lindy, and Chad lead a group that 

is developing a project for the Initiative for which this group will submit a $10,000 grant proposal. The 

project is focused on developing training workshops to build the confidence and skills of marginalized 

members of the community so they become more involved in local boards, politics, social issues, and 

advocacy. The group needs to meet again to consider resources for the training, and to begin preparation 

of the grant application, which is due in October. 

 

Concerns were voiced about the idea of the initiative attempting to develop curriculum. As a result, the 

group agreed to consolidate our work groups from three into two – by eliminating the Curriculum 

workgroup and continuing with the Democracy Wall and Community Education work groups. 

 

The group then suggested next steps for the initiative: 

 

 Plan some community events to attract more community and campus members to the 

conversation. Suggestions: 

o Schedule and plan a poverty simulation (expand people’s understanding of what poverty  

really is) 

o Schedule some talks in the evening and at other locations to attract a diverse 

representation from the community and the college. Suggested locations: 

- Cortland Repertory Theater 

- Grace Church (Homer) 

- Cortland Regional Medical Center 

- County Building Auditorium 

o A “faces of inequality in Cortland County” project. Distribute disposable cameras and 

encourage people to capture faces of inequality and then create a display (“A picture is 

worth a 1,000 words”) that includes statistics and anecdotes 

o Community Theater – Create scenarios to demonstrate and respond to issues of 

inequality, and to facilitate dialogue. 

  



 Be deliberate about attracting/inviting certain groups to join the initiative (Members should be 

identifying and inviting new participants) 

o Bring individuals in who are interested in the issue 

o Businesses 

o Faith-based groups 

o Representative from local agriculture 

 Nurture our relationship with the Cortland Standard 

o Work on relationship with reporter 

o See if we can garner space for the initiative to supply one article a month to the Cortland 

Standard – a regular feature 

 

Other items: 

 

CAPCO has acquired another site on the south side and is having an open house on Sept. 2, 6-8 pm 

 

Craig Little is conducting a community roundtable at 8 am on October 1 at the Park Center. This is an 

established venue, so it might be good for the initiative to piggy-back the event in some way. 

 

Meetings to be scheduled: 

 

Community Education (work group) meeting (Doodle Poll shared – meeting set for September 14, 1-2 pm 

at 9 Main Street). 

 

Democracy Wall work group (meeting set for September 28, 9-9:40 am at 9 Main Street). 

 

Next meeting of Initiative (will be sending out a doodle poll). 

 

Tilt Grant group. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Next Lunchtime Talk – Cortland Hunger Coalition to present on Sept. 29, noon-1 pm 

 

 

  

 


