
Growing up, I always felt like I had four possible career choices.  These four 

careers were a baseball player, a stock broker, a farmer, and a teacher.  When I was 

young, I was convinced that I was going to be a baseball player.  It was my dream to play 

with Derek Jeter, Tino Martinez, and Bernie Williams on the New York Yankees.  There 

was only one problem with that plan.  I was not even good at baseball.  So having ruled 

out being a baseball player, I thought about being a farmer.  I grew up on a farm and 

loved all of the hard work that needed to be done on a farm every single day.  Both of 

my grandparents were farmers as well as three of my uncles and my own father.  

However, I quickly learned that small farmers do not get paid well for all of their hard 

work.  There is even the possibility of losing money.  There was once a farmer who won 

the lottery.  A reporter asked him, “What will you do with your winnings?”  The farmer 

replied, “Keep farming until it’s all gone.”  So I then turned my attention to being a stock 

broker.  Every day when I came home from school, I would check out the stock market.  

I was obsessed with the stock market and wanted to one day make lots of money.  But 

as I grew older, I realized that money is not everything.  Anyone who knows me will tell 

you that I have a strong relationship with my family.  There is no way I would be able to 

live down in the city away from them.  So for the last five years now, I have dedicated 

myself one hundred percent to becoming a teacher.   

 My grandfather was a science teacher and he would always tell me stories about 

his students.  I always enjoyed the stories about the funny things that happened in the 

classroom.  Sometimes teachers ask questions and don’t get the response that they 

expected.  There once was a teacher who asked a student named Paul, “How do you 

spell crocodile?”  Paul replied, “K-R-O-K-O-D-A-I-L.”  The teacher responded, “No, that’s 

wrong.”  Paul replied back, “Well it may be wrong, but you asked me how I spell it.”  

There was another teacher who asked his student Johnny, “Suppose you have $20 and I 

ask to borrow $10.  How much money will you then have?”  The student replied, “$20.”  

“How so?” the teacher said.  “Just because you asked to borrow $10 from me doesn’t 

mean I am going to give it to you.  I also enjoyed the stories about how students would 

come back years later to thank him.  Some of his former students were inspired to 

become teachers because of him.  Others found careers which used science every day.  

Still others came back to thank him for believing in them even though they struggled 

through school.  He never wrote off a student in his teaching career.  Even if they didn’t 

learn anything about science in his class, they learned about life.   



 My passion is for students to use math in their daily lives to become responsible 

adults.  I am currently student-teaching at Susquehanna Valley High School.  I teach a 

class called real-world mathematics.  There is no curriculum or textbook for the class.  I 

am currently teaching them about the mathematics behind the stock market.  I love 

showing the students how I use math in my daily life.  I also plan on teaching them 

about the mathematics behind baseball and the math involved in farming.  I am able to 

share all of my interests in this one class.  Last semester, I took an independent study 

class with Mary Gfeller where I learned about social justice and some real world math.  I 

also plan to incorporate the information I learned from that independent study into the 

high school classroom.   

 I also want to thank my high school social studies Mr. Hubbard for being a good 

role model for me.  Mr. Hubbard said he loved teaching because he had the summers 

off to make hay.  I am not saying I am becoming a teacher for the summer off, but it will 

certainly be nice to pursue my passion of farming during the summer.  He was a teacher 

who took interest in his students and made them feel important.  I want my students to 

make a difference in the world and I want to be the one to help them along.     

 I am very thankful for receiving the Noyce Scholarship so that I can inspire others 

to like and use math in their daily lives.  I want to be a positive role model for the 

students to follow.  An unknown author once said “Teachers teach more by what they 

are than by what they say.”  My family didn’t have a lot of money growing up.  I was the 

youngest of eight, my father was a farmer, and all of my siblings went on to college.  I 

did not want to burden my parents with any of my college expenses.  I also did not want 

to have piles of debt because I knew it would be extremely hard to repay on a teacher’s 

salary.  The Noyce Scholarship opened doors for me and I am forever grateful for my 

teachers who wrote the recommendations for me.  I also want to thank Kerri Freese for 

the tremendous work that she does for all of the Noyce scholars.  Thank you!     


