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International Events at SUNY Cortland 

“The UN at 70: Constructing a Balance Sheet” 
 
Lecture by: Dr. Paul Diehl, President, International Studies 
Association & Associate Provost, Director of Teaching-
Learning Initiatives, and an Ashbel Smith Professor of 
Political Science at the University of Texas at Dallas.  

 
Sponsored by: International Studies Program, Clark Center 
for International Education, Political Science Department, 
President’s Office, and a College Artist and Lecture Series 
(CALS) Grant. 
 

 
 
Date: Thursday, March 3, 

2016 at 4:30 PM 
 
Location: Brockway Hall, 
Jacobus Lounge 

The UN turned 70 on October 24, 
2015. As the UN finishes its seventh 
decade of existence, it has both its 

advocates and its detractors. Yet how 
should one evaluate the UN?  This talk 
presents some key considerations in 
determining the value of the UN in 
international politics, with the goal of 
moving beyond polemics by using 
insights from evaluation research. The 
lecture is free and open to the public. 

“Turning Good Teaching on Its Head: A Thought 
Experiment” 

Lecture by:  Dr. Paul Diehl, Associate Provost, Director of 
Teaching-Learning Initiatives & Ashbel Smith Professor of 

Political Science at the University of Texas at Dallas  
Sponsored by: International Studies Program, Clark Center 



for International Education, the Faculty Development Center 
(FDC), Political Science Department, and President’s Office 
 

 
 
Date: Thursday, March 3, 
2016 at 12:30 PM 
 

Location: Corey Union, 
Exhibition Lounge 
 

There is a consensus on what are 
some of the key dimensions or 
indicators of good teaching.  What 
is we took the opposite of those 
elements?  Might we learn 
something by turning good teaching 
on its head?  The speaker will 
discuss the value of two instances 
of good teaching turned on its head. 

“Fulbright Ambassador to Speak to Faculty and Students 
about the Nation’s Flagship International Exchange 
Program” 
 
Lecture by: Dr. John Allegrante, Senior Professor of Health 

Education, Fulbright Student Program Advisor, and Fulbright 
Campus Representative at Teachers College, the Graduate 
and Professional School of Education, Columbia University 
 
Sponsored by: Research and Sponsored Programs Office and 
the Clark Center for International Education. 
 



 
 
Date: Wednesday, March 
2, 2016 at 2:00 PM 
(Faculty) and 4:30 PM 
(Students) 
 
Location: Old Main, 
Colloquium (Faculty) and 
Moffett, Room 2125 
(Students) 

Fulbright Ambassador, Dr. John 
Allegrante (SUNY Cortland Class of ’74), 
will be presenting about the Fulbright 
U.S. Scholar Program to interested 
faculty and students. The Federally 
sponsored Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
program provides opportunities for 
exchanges between U.S. faculty/students 
and international institutions. Dr. 

Allegrante’s presentation will focus on his 
experience as a Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
and the benefits of participating in the 
Fulbright Program.   

 

“From Arab Spring to Balkan Winter: Self-Immolation and 
the Politics of Austerity”  
 
Lecture by:  Martin Marinos, Doctoral Student, Department 
of Communications, Pittsburg University, Screenwriter 

(Plamen) 
 
Sponsored by: Philosophy Department, Clark Center for 
International Education, Project for Eastern and Central 
Europe, Center for Gender and Intercultural Studies, and a 
CALS Grant 
 



 
 
Date: Tuesday, March 1, 
2016 from 6PM to 8PM 
 
Location:  Brockway Hall, 
Jacobus Lounge 

Martin Marinos will discuss his award-
winning short documentary Plamen 
(Flame), about the life and death of 37-
year-old Bulgarian artist and 
construction worker Plamen Goranov, 
who set himself on fire in February 2013 
in protest of the politics of austerity in 
the country. As part of his lecture, he will 
show the 20 minute documentary, and 

will talk about both the anti-austerity 
protests in Eastern Europe at the time 
and the process of production and 
reception of the film by audiences at 
international festivals. 

“Immigration to Europe” Films: Inch’Allah Dimanche 
(France/Belgium, 2001) 
 
Part of the “Global Walls: The Migration and Refugee Crisis” 
2015-2016 AY Theme of the Clark Center for International 
Education 
 
Sponsored by: International Studies Program 
 

 
 

Drawing on her own childhood 
recollections, Yamina Benguigui paints 

an evocative portrait  
of a young immigrant woman and her 
experiences in a new culture.   
Inch’Allah Dimanche – or “Inch’Allah 
Sunday” - is a moving exploration of the 
problems Zouina faces and her struggle 
to gain some measure of independence 
and dignity despite overwhelming odds. 
Through evocative imagery and 

emotionally jarring performances, the 
film presents a harrowing impression of 



Date: Wednesday, 
February 24, 2016 from 
6PM to 8PM 

 
Location: Sperry, Room 
104  

Algerian family life in 1970s France and 
challenges the xenophobic tendencies 
commonly associated with French 
society. Zouina’s quarrels with her 
neighbor Madame Donze manifest the 
clash of Arabic customs with French 
traditions at a time of burgeoning 
feminism. The stunning Fejria Deliba 
gives a convincingly genuine 

performance that brings centuries of 
Arabic tradition to life and challenges the 
obedience to Muslim patriarchy that has 
kept Algerian women in the shadows 
throughout history. Benguigui’s 
meticulous attention to domestic detail 
and powerful performances by a talented 
cast serve to create a bittersweet 
affirmation of hope.  (FilmMovement) 
 
Note: This film is shown as part of 
IST329 Introduction to the European 
Union and IST210 The Making of the 
Modern World  

“Study Abroad Fair” 
 
Sponsored by: International Programs Office 

 

 
 
Date: Wednesday, 

Explore opportunities to learn off-
campus through SUNY Cortland! Over 
600 study destinations are available 
through SUNY, including internships, 
volunteering, faculty-led programs, and 
traditional study abroad programs. 
Representatives from SUNY Cortland’s 
international partner schools, past study 
abroad students and current 
international students, and other-SUNY 

http://www.filmmovement.com/downloads/press/InchPressKit.pdf


February 17 2016 from 
11AM to 2PM 
Location:  Corey Union, 
Room 112 - Lobby 

campuses and will be on hand to answer 
questions and introduce the possibilities 
available by studying abroad. Plus, enter 
the raffle to have a chance at winning 
one of two $500 Travel Awards that can 
be used in the future towards any SUNY 
study abroad program! 

“Medieval Archaeology in Ireland: Information Session” 
 
Presentation by: Dr. Scott Stull, Anthropology/Sociology 
Department & Hugh Anderson, International Programs 
Office 
 
Sponsored by: Anthropology Department, SUNY Cortland 
Study Abroad 
 

 
 
Date: Tuesday, February 
23 2016 at 5:30 PM  
 

Location: Old Main, 
Colloquium (Room 220) 

Information session for a four week 

study abroad in Ireland conducting 
archeological research. Pictures and 
information will be provided by Dr. Stull 
while Hugh Anderson from the Study 
Abroad office explains scholarship 
opportunities and the application 
process. Deadline for application for the 
course is March 15.   

 

International Activities in the SUNY Cortland 

Area 
 

“A Long History for a Prophetic Pakistan” 
 
Lecture by: Dr. Manan Ahmed Asif, Department of History, 



Columbia University  
 
Sponsored by: Mario Einaudi Center for International 
Studies at Cornell University, Cornell University South Asia 
Program 
 

 
 
Date: Monday, February 
29, 2016 at 12:15 PM 
 

Location: Uris Hall, 
Go8, Cornell University 

“In this South Asia Program (SAP) 
Seminar Series talk Professor Manan 
Ahmed Asif will examine the literary and 
political genealogy of prophetic 
thought— focusing on Prophet 
Muhammad— in contemporary 
Pakistan. He will trace the ways in which 
the Prophet has been used in 
political speech and in everyday practices 
– such as divination, dream-
interpretation, etc. He will examine the 
mercantile and political interests that 

have sustained the presence of the 
Prophet in contemporary discourses—
making it a greatly variant and powerful 
vehicle for political thought. From 
assassinations for blasphemy to the 
persecution of Ahmadis for being 
adherents of a false prophet, this talk 
reformulates Pakistan through a 
prophetic lens.” (Cornell University) 

Fellowship, Grant & Scholarship 

Announcements 

Paid Internship - European Parliament Liaison Office  

The European Parliament Liaison Office (EPLO) is pleased to 
announce the launch of its Summer round of internships designed 

for US citizens who have completed their bachelor degree 
which will take place Monday May 2nd – Friday July 29th, 2016 in 

http://events.cornell.edu/event/a_long_history_for_a_prophetic_pakistan_by_manan_ahmed_asif


its Washington D.C. Office with an extension in Brussels and 
Strasbourg. We are also pleased to inform you that our internship 
program is expanding: from January on we are hosting 6 interns as 
opposed to 4 in the past. 

Please note that the deadline to submit applications is March 
1st, 2016 at midnight (Eastern time). Two letters of 
recommendation directly sent by a faculty member are also 
required. 

The candidate should also indicate which of the portfolio 
assignments they seek:  

research,  
international relations and trade/TTIP,  
economics and finance,  
migration,  
counter-terrorism/data privacy,  

energy/environment/health. 

For more information please visit: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/us/en/home/internships.html 

 

European Union Visitors Programme 

The EUVP, which is jointly sponsored and administered by the 

European Commission and the European Parliament, provides 
promising young professionals an opportunity to visit Europe and 
gain an appreciation of the EU's institutions, policies, values, and 
people. Participants receive an individual 5-8 day study tour in 
Brussels (in some cases also Strasbourg) tailored to their specific 
interests and professional profile. Many alumni of this highly 
successful program have risen to influential positions, and we 
continue to work with them on EU-U.S. relations in their various 
capacities.  

Americans with a career-related interest in the European Union are 
invited to apply for the 2017 EUVP by March 1, 2016. Eligible to 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/us/en/home/internships.html


participate are government officials (local, state and federal), 
journalists, trade unionists, academics, representatives of non-
profit, non-governmental organizations, and other professionals 
between the age of 30 to 40. We are looking for candidates who 
will not only benefit professionally from the EUVP experience, but 
also have the potential to become long-term EU information 
multipliers. To maintain a good geographic balance, we are also 
interested in applications from candidates from outside the 
Washington, DC beltway.  

Please find attached the official EUVP brochure. Further information 
on the EUVP and application details are at:  
http://www.euintheus.org/what-you-can-do/participate-in-our-
programs/european-union-visitors-program  Please direct 
questions to anna.prisco@eeas.europa.eu  

 

Foreign Films @ SUNY Cortland 

In this section, every issue, we will recommend a foreign film from 
the list of foreign films available online through the Memorial 
Library’s portal. There are approximately 160 foreign films in the 
library from about 50 countries. Everyone on campus has access to 
these films. We would like to encourage everyone to expand their 
cinematic experience by watching films from different parts of the 
world. 

 
For this weeks newsletter we have chosen the film “ Fintar O 
Destino” 
 

“Fintar o Destino” (Portugal/Cape Verde, 1998) 
 

Access film here 
 

http://www.euintheus.org/what-you-can-do/participate-in-our-programs/european-union-visitors-program
http://www.euintheus.org/what-you-can-do/participate-in-our-programs/european-union-visitors-program
mailto:anna.prisco@eeas.europa.eu
http://cor.sunyconnect.suny.edu:4390/F?func=direct&doc_number=000532906


 
 
“When Mane was a teen-ager he had his chance. He was such an 

outstanding soccer player that he was invited to play for a 
professional team in Lisbon, but he turned down the offer and 
stayed at home in the Cape Verde islands. Now, turning 50, he 
struggles to make a living at the small bar he owns and goes home 
to a disappointed wife and a disappointing grandson (a lousy 
soccer player) at the end of the day.  
 
Two things inspire him: Kalu (Paulo Miranda), the star player on 
the boys' team that Mane coaches, and the memory of Americo 
(Horacio Santos), an old friend who did accept the offer to play pro 
ball and left Cape Verde for a life of fame and big money. So one 
day, in midlife crisis mode, Mane takes the household savings from 
the cookie jar and buys an airline ticket to Lisbon -- maybe just to 
see the big game, maybe not.  
 
Mane (Carlos Germano) is the flawed but sympathetic hero of 
''Dribbling Fate,'' an appealing drama from Portugal and Cape 
Verde. This is the feature-film debut of Fernando Vendrell, the 
director and co-screenwriter.  
 
The dialogue (at least as rendered by the English subtitles) is often 
simplistic. When Mane tells young Kalu, ''Your future is in your 
hands,'' Kalu replies: ''Look at you. I don't want to be like you.'' 
And when Mane runs into a man his age who has fallen on hard 
times, the man explains, ''I didn't plan ahead.'' Mane says, ''You 
always liked the good life.'' The man answers: ''That's true. It was 
my ruin.''  

 
But Mr. Vendrell's film largely makes up for that with an overall 



emotional intelligence, believable performances, a rousing but 
restrained plot about lost dreams and a lovely score that hits all 
the right dramatic notes without pushing.” (New York Times) 
 
Watch the trailer for “Fintar o Destino” here 
 

Follow the Clark Center on Facebook 

Now you can follow the Clark Center for International Education on 

Facebook! Like us at this link:   

 
You may also want to “like” the Facebook page for International 

Studies Majors & friends of IST. 

Contact Information 

If you would like to announce an event through the International 

Education Newsletter, please send the information to: 

Alexandru Balas (alexandru.balas@cortland.edu) or Zachary Curtis 

(zachary.curtis@cortland.edu) 

Clark Center Team: 

Alexandru Balas, Director  

Sue Pettitt, Secretary 

Interns: 

Zachary Curtis, International Education Newsletter Editor 

Stephanie Offutt, Events Coordinator 

Alyssa Morga, Clark Center and International Studies Social Media 

http://www.nytimes.com/movie/review?res=9E05E3D71239F930A35757C0A96F958260
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfxjNf5xweI
https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Studies-Majors-at-SUNY-Cortland/207278946119040
https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Studies-Majors-at-SUNY-Cortland/207278946119040
mailto:alexandru.balas@cortland.edu
mailto:zachary.curtis@cortland.edu
https://www.facebook.com/pages/SUNY-Cortland-Clark-Center-for-International-Education/740718312610537
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