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AED 301:  Pre-Practice Teaching Seminar 

Fall 2010 

Dr. Shedd and Dr. Schutt 

Class time:  MW 9:10-11:10 in Old Main 209 

 

 This is the capstone course in SUNY Cortland's social studies (grades 7-12) 

Professional Sequence.  AED 301 is your opportunity to demonstrate by the end of this 

term that you are ready to enter an important profession via student teaching next 

semester.  Thus, this course consists of assignments designed to help you polish skills 

acquired in previous AED courses, as well as to introduce you to topics not taken up 

previously in the Professional Sequence. 

 Although we generally stress the practical needs of a beginning teacher, we also 

want you to develop as a reflective teacher, and so we have included assignments 

concerning the history of U.S. education and pedagogical theory.  Given the practical 

slant of the course, your instructors have included a series of visitors, teachers, and 

administrators who currently work with middle school and high school students and who 

have carved out successful careers by taking on the considerable challenges of the 

profession in order to enjoy its unique rewards. 

 

Office Hours: 

Schutt (amy.schutt@cortland.edu), Mon. 11:15-1:15, Tues. 1:30-3:30, Wed. 11:15-12:15 

Shedd (john.shedd@cortland.edu), Mon. & Wed., 11:15-1:15; Wed., 3-4.  

 

 

Course Goals: 

To identify qualities of good teaching [CF 1-13]
1
 

To identify the ten NCSS Standards as they apply to student teaching [CF 1, 2, 8] 

To develop assignments promoting student learning in all areas of the social studies 

(according to NCSS Standards) [CF 1, 2, 8] 

To describe the current state of the social studies curriculum, the state social studies 

program, and some of the controversy surrounding standardized testing [CF 2, 7, 8] 

To construct meaningful lesson plans in the social studies using a variety of materials and 

methods [CF 2, 10, 11, 12, 13] 

To construct a coherent unit plan of instruction [CF 2, 8] 

To apply Bloom's Taxonomy to lesson planning [CF 3, 5, 10] 

To describe ways in which teachers provide a positive learning environment for their 

students [CF 1-13] 

To evaluate various methods of classroom management [CF 4, 5] 

To explain the relevance of multiple intelligences and learning styles theory to the 

secondary classroom [CF 3, 11] 

To utilize computer technology in constructing lesson plans [CF 13] 

                                                 
1
 CF:  SUNY Cortland Conceptual Framework for Teacher Education (see below). 
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To explore the ways of making your classroom and your lessons amenable to students 

from varied backgrounds and cultures [CF 11] 

To describe the responsibilities of classroom teachers in meeting the needs of students at 

various levels of ability [CF 3, 10, 11] 

To integrate writing and literacy instruction into social studies lesson plans [CF 1, 2, 10] 

To develop measurements that reflect students' progress as well as areas of needed 

improvement [CF 12] 

To describe and evaluate a range of teaching philosophies [CF 7] 

To articulate a personal teaching philosophy [CF 7] 

To develop effective ways of approaching subjects that may contain controversial 

elements for some students [CF 7, 10, 11] 

To describe various methods of teaching, identifying the strengths and weaknesses of 

each [CF 7, 10] 

To explore ways to assist students in scoring well on state tests [CF 12] 

To explore ways to include lessons on important material not included in the state 

syllabus [CF 1, 2, 8] 

To evaluate, through personal reflection, how one's teachers, schools, and communities 

can influence success and failure [CF 7] 

To describe ways of promoting positive relationships with other school personnel and 

with parents [CF 6] 

 

Course Readings: 

Listed with the assignments below.  Also you will need a copy of New York's Social 

Studies Resource Guide with Core Curriculum (2004).  You should already have a 

printed copy of this guide from your previous AED coursework.  For the grade 12 

curriculum, see the following: 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/economics.pdf 

and  

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/partgov.pdf. 

 

Assignments and grading:   

All assignments must be typed and ready to be turned in at the beginning of the 

class on the due date.  Assignments will be graded on the following scale: 5 (Target); 

4 (Approaching Target); 3 (Acceptable); 2 (Approaching Acceptable); 1 (Unacceptable); 

0 (Assignment not completed or not turned in on time). 

 

Regarding all assignments other than the final portfolio:  A score of a 1 or 0 on each of 

three assignments will result in failure of AED 301.  A score of a 2 or lower on each of 

four assignments will result in failure of AED 301.  In addition, a student must have an 

average score of a 3 on all lesson plans in order to pass this course. 

 

Regarding evaluation of the final portfolio: 

A score below a 3 on any of the lesson plans in the portfolio will result in failure of AED 

301; the totality of all other elements of the portfolio must average to at least a 3 in order 

to pass AED 301, no matter what other scores the student received on earlier 

assignments.  
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If students are giving inadequate attention to readings, your instructors reserve the 

option of giving unannounced quizzes. 

 

Attendance policy:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  Your attendance 

is required so that you are able to be thoroughly familiar with material designed to 

prepare you for your student teaching.  For an excused absence, students must provide 

acceptable documentation (a medical note, note from a coach, or a note from a SUNY 

Cortland administrator such as your associate dean).  For each class that a student misses 

and does not provide acceptable documentation, the absence will be counted as 

unexcused and the student will be required to write a five-page paper according to the 

instructors' specifications. This paper will be an analysis of readings that the instructors 

designate. 

 

Plagiarism policy: All work must be original to you.  Never turn in lesson plans or parts 

of lessons plans taken from another AED course, from another student, or from another 

teacher.  DO NOT TAKE LESSON PLANS OR PARTS OF LESSON PLANS FROM 

INTERNET SITES.  Plagiarism will be handled according to college policy.  Academic 

dishonesty incidents will have repercussions both in this course and in the provost's 

office. 

 

Aug. 30:  Course Introduction; What it means to be a social studies teacher; Teacher 

Performance Criteria; Keeping Binders; AED 301 Contract; The Ten NCSS Standards 

and Student Teaching; Some Preliminary Career Planning Advice 

Due:  Journals, essays and log sheets from May-June observations.  Be sure to keep 

a copy of your log sheets for yourself. 
 

Sept. 1:   

--Traits of a Good Teacher revisited 

--Interaction Exercise 

--State Standards 

--Bloom's Taxonomy reviewed 

Reminders: SAVE and Child Abuse Workshops; State tests for entering the teaching 

profession; Applying for certification; List of reliable websites 

  

Sept. 6:  Labor Day—no class 

 

Sept. 8: 

--Introducing unit planning; Rubric for Final Portfolio 

--Introducing parts of a lesson plan as shown on Lesson Plan Template 

--Introducing lesson objective writing and formative and summative assessment 

Reading:  Bain, "They Thought the World Was Flat" 

Bring to class:   

--Photocopied pages of the NY State Core Curriculum that pertain to the unit you 

plan to work up for this course 

--Bibliography of sources that you will use to learn about the content for this unit  



 4 

 

Sept. 13: 

--State Curriculum and Testing 

--The Standards Movement Debate:  From Sputnik to "A Nation at Risk" to "No Child 

Left Behind" to "Race to the Top" 

-- How to Write Informational, Thought Process, and Values and Attitudes Objectives 

Assignment Due:  Sample Objectives for Lessons in your Unit and Essential 

Questions for your Unit--1 Essential Question and 6 Lesson Objectives using 

different levels of Bloom's Taxonomy (These should be objectives that you plan to 

use for lessons in your unit portfolio.) 

Reading:  "A Nation at Risk"; and John Spencer, "Updating 'No Child Left Behind': 

Change, or More of the Same?" www.ehistory.osu.edu/osu/origins 

Also view the Common Core Standards Initiative website: 

http://www.corestandards.org/.  New York State has recently adopted these standards. 

 

Sept. 15:   

--Visitor:  Andy Bankert, Clinton Middle School Teacher, "Teaching Writing to Middle 

School Students" 

 

Sept. 20: 

--Student Engagement, Critical Thinking, and Multiple Perspectives 

--Assignment Due: 3 Essential Questions, 5 Informational Objectives, 5 Thought 

Process Objectives, 1 Values and Attitudes Objective (These may include objectives 

and essential questions that you revised from your previous assignment.  If your 

instructors approved an essential question or objective as is, then you may include 

the unrevised essential question or objective in this assignment.) You must also hand 

in a copy of your assignment from Sept. 13 that shows your instructor's earlier 

comments. 

Reading:  Marcus and Levine, "Remember the Alamo? Learning History with 

Monuments and Memorials"; and Wiersma, "A Study of the Teaching Methods of High 

School History Teachers" 

  

Sept. 22: Visitor:  Kathy Sabino, Hamilton High School social studies teacher, "Issues 

Related to Teaching Global Studies" 

--Preparing Interactive Lectures 

Reading:  Stacy, "The Guide on the Stage: In Defense of Good Lecturing in the History  

 

Sept. 27:  

--Multiple Intelligences, Learning Styles Theory, and Differentiated Instruction 

--Writing Lesson Hooks and Helping Students Meet Lesson Objectives 

Reading:  Gardner, Unschooled Mind, intro. and selected passages 

Assignment Due:  Write 3 Lesson Hooks, each using a different one of Gardner's 

"entry points"; state a lesson objective for each hook; and show how the hooks will 

help your students meet the lesson objective. 
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Sept. 29: Visitor: Sue Osborn, LaFayette Schools State Testing supervisor; principal, 

Alternative School: "Preparing Students for Standardized Tests" 

 

Oct. 4:  Visitor:  Shannon Forrest, DeRuyter Middle School social studies teacher:  

"Teaching Social Studies in a Rural Setting" 

 --Career Planning:  Writing cover letters 

--Discussion:  Interactive Lecturing 

Assignment Due:  Prepare an Interactive Lecture, including your lecture outline 

with content and questions for the students as well as some visuals.  Show how this 

lecture would follow one of the hooks that you wrote for Sept. 27.  Re-state the 

lesson objective, and include any revisions to your hook that you were asked to 

make.  Turn in a copy of your previous assignment that shows your instructor's 

markings. 

 

Oct. 6: Visitor:  Mark Bednarski, asst. principal, Westhill HS, “Classroom Discipline” 

--Explanation about Writing Lesson Conclusions and Homework Assignments 

--Teaching with Numerical Data—Charts and Graphs 

 --Bring a chart or graph with numerical data. Turn in a guide/activity sheet 

 you have written to aid students in their reading/understanding of numerical 

 data.  State the lesson objective that this activity is designed to meet. 

 

Oct. 11:  

--Discussion:  Lesson Conclusions and Meaningful Homework Assignments 

Assignment Due:  Turn in a creative concluding activity that checks to see whether 

your students have met the objective from your assignments of Sept. 27 and Oct. 4, 

and a homework assignment that incorporates the differentiated instruction 

approach.  Also, submit a complete lesson plan, incorporating your previous hook, 

lecture outline, and this concluding activity and homework assignment, as well as 

other elements required on the lesson plan template.  This will be Lesson Plan #1.  

Turn in a copy of your assignment from Oct. 4 that shows your instructor's 

markings. 

 

Oct. 13:  Mini-lessons (Use the objective and hook from Lesson Plan #1) 

 

Oct. 18:  CNYCSS Conference in Syracuse—Class Field Trip 

 

Oct. 20 Mini-lessons (Use the objective and hook from Lesson Plan #1) 

 

Oct. 22: Special Required Friday class meeting, Old Main 209, to view video: "How 

Difficult Can This Be:  Understanding Learning Disabilities" 

 

Oct. 25:  Teaching with Primary Source Documents 

Assignment Due:  A primary source document or documents with: 1) the lesson 

objective that this source or sources will help you meet; 2) a set of scaffolding 

questions that help your students to analyze the source(s); 3) a paragraph 

description of the steps and structure for helping your students meet the lesson 
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objective by using this source.   For this assignment you may not use an image as 

your primary source.  

 

Oct. 27:  Gail Goff, social studies teacher, Baker HS, Baldwinsville,  

"Differentiated Instruction and Special Education" 

--Information about Spring Course Registration 

 

Nov. 1: Mini-lessons (using primary source) 

--Turn in Lesson Plan #2.  This must be a complete lesson plan in which you 

 incorporate your teaching of a primary source document and lesson objective 

 from Oct. 25, with any revisions requested by your instructor.  Include an 

 example of a special education modification for this lesson. Turn in a copy of 

 your Oct. 25 assignment that shows your instructor's markings. 

 

Nov. 3:  Mini-lessons (using primary source) 

--Turn in Lesson Plan #2.  This must be a complete lesson plan in which you 

 incorporate your teaching of a primary source document and lesson objective 

 from Oct. 25, with any revisions requested by your instructor.  Include an 

 example of a special education modification for this lesson. Turn in a copy of 

 your Oct. 25 assignment that shows your instructor's markings. 

 

Nov. 8   

--Group Work and Cooperative Learning 

--Discuss how to write a teaching philosophy statement 

Reading:  Shoffner et al., "Meeting the Challenge" (on the first-year teaching experience 

and the role of reflection) 

  

Nov. 10: Dialogue and Diversity in Classrooms 

Readings: Bolgatz, Talking Race, excerpt; Sadker and Zittleman, "Gender Bias Lives, for 

Both Sexes"; and Steele, "Acknowledging Diversity in the Classroom" 

--Parent-Teacher Conference Tips 

--Assessment:  Students will write an in-class response to the three reading assignments. 

Teaching philosophy statements due 

 

Nov. 15:   

Speaker: Pete Bartolotta, social studies teacher, Corcoran HS, Syracuse, “Teaching Social 

Studies in an Urban Setting" 

--Using Visual Art, Poetry, and Music to Prepare Lessons 

--How To Write a Unit Calendar 

Assignment Due:  Lesson Plan #3 incorporating group work and one of the 

following:  visual art, poetry, or music; this plan should also include an example of a 

special education modification for this lesson. 

 

Nov. 17:  Mini-lessons (using group work) 

 

Nov. 22:  Mini-lessons (using group work) 
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Nov. 24:  Thanksgiving break—No Class 

 

Nov. 29:  Visitors:  School Administrators (to be determined), "The Hiring Process, from 

Application to Interview." 

--Information on AED 402 

Assignment Due:  A Pre- and Post-Test that you have written for your unit and that 

assesses students according to at least one of the NCSS Standards. 
 

Dec. 1: Individual meetings 

Resume due at the time you have your individual meeting 
 

Dec. 6:  Individual meetings 

Resume due at the time you have your individual meeting 

 

Dec. 8:  Student Teaching Preparation and Reminders; Review of Student Teaching 

Handbook 

 

Mon., Dec. 13 

FINAL PROJECT DUE: Electronic portfolio.  Place in instructor’s History 

Department mailbox by NOON.  NOTE:  Use a paper folder; bind with paper clips 

or staples.  Do not turn in a plastic binder or folder.  Include a disc copy of 

everything required for the portfolio. 
 

Supplementary Readings (on e-reserve): 

 

Bain, Robert B. "Rounding Up Unusual Suspects:  Facing the Authority Hidden in the 

History Classroom."  Teachers College Record 108 (Oct. 2006):  2080-2114. 

 

Beyer, Barry K. "How To Teach Thinking Skills in Social Studies and History."  The 

Social Studies (Sept./Oct. 2008): 196-201. 

 

Crocco, Margaret Smith. "Dealing with Difference in the Social Studies:  A Historical 

Perspective." International Journal of Social Education 18 (Fall 2003/Winter 2004): 106-

126. 

 

Cruz, Barbara C. and Stephen J. Thornton, "Social Studies for English Language 

Learners:  Teaching Social Studies That Matters." Social Education 73 (Oct. 2009):  271-

274. 

 

McMurray, Andrew J. "The Role of Discussion and Dissent in Creating Civic 

Understanding." American Secondary Education 36 (Fall 2007): 49-58. 

 

Michie, Gregory. Seeing, Hearing, and Talking Race:  Lessons for White Teachers from 

Four Teachers of Color." Multicultural Perspectives 9 (2007): 3-9. 
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Risinger, C. Frederick.  "Teaching Students Financial Literacy Using the Internet." Social 

Education 72 (Mar. 2009): 92-94. 

 

Schur, Joan Brodsky. "The Baghdad That Was:  Using Primary Sources to Teach World 

History." Social Education 73 (Jan./Feb. 2009): 15-22. 

 

Shadiow, Linda K. "The First Day of Class:  How It Matters." Clearing House 82 

(Mar./Apr. 2009): 197-199. 
 

SUNY CORTLAND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK for TEACHER EDUCATION (REVISED) 
All SUNY Cortland teacher candidates are required to demonstrate the following 13 learning outcomes: 

1. Demonstrate a solid foundation in the arts and sciences. 
2. Possess in-depth knowledge of the subject area to be taught. 
3. Understand how students learn and develop. 
4. Manage classrooms structured in a variety of ways to promote a safe learning environment. 
5. Know and apply various disciplinary models to manage student behavior. 
6. Collaborate with other staff, the community, higher education, other agencies, and cultural institutions, as 

well as parents and other caregivers, for the benefit of students. 
7. Continue to develop professionally as ethical and reflective practitioners who are committed to ongoing 

scholarly inquiry. 
8. Know state and national standards, integrate curriculum across disciplines, and balance historical and 

contemporary research, theory, and practice. 
9. Demonstrate appropriate professional dispositions to help all students learn. 
10. Apply a variety of teaching strategies to develop a positive teaching-learning environment where all 

students are encouraged to achieve their highest potential. 
11. Foster understanding of and respect for individuals' abilities, disabilities and diversity of variations of 

ethnicity, culture, language, gender, age, class, and sexual orientation. 
12. Use multiple and authentic forms of assessment to analyze teaching and student learning and to plan 

curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of individual students. 
13. Demonstrate sufficient technology skills and the ability to integrate technology into classroom 

teaching/learning. 

 

 

 NCSS Ten Thematic Standards 

I. Culture 

II. Time, Continuity, and Change 

III. People, Places, and Environments 

IV. Individual Development and Identity 

V. Individuals, Groups, and Institutions 

VI. Power, Authority, and Governance 

VII. Production, Distribution, and Consumption 

VIII. Science, Technology, and Society 

IX. Global Connections 

X. Civic Ideals and Practices 
 

 


