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  State University of New York at Cortland  

Literacy Department 

LIT 372.601 Teaching Elementary School Reading and Language Arts II 

 

Credit Hours: 3 Professor: Margaret Zeegers 

Semester/Year: Fall 2009 Phone Number: 753-2705 (leave message) 

Van Hoesen B216  Office Location: Van Hoesen B-110D 

Tuesdays/Thursdays - 

10:05-11:20 a.m. 

Office Hours: Before & after class and by 

appointment  

 Email: margaret.zeegers@cortland.edu  

 

Required Texts and Materials: 

Calkins, L. (1994). The art of teaching writing. Portsmouth, NH; Heinemann. 

Fountas, I. & Pinnell, G. (2001). Guiding readers and writers grades 3-6. Portsmouth, 

NH: Heinemann. 

Tompkins, G. (2004). 50 Literacy strategies: Step by step (2nd ed.). Upper Saddle River,  

NJ: Pearson Education. 

 

Reading Response Books (select one): 

Babbitt, N. (1975). Tuck everlasting.  New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux.   

Paterson, K. (1977). Bridge to terabithia.  New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company. 

Pelzer, D. (1995). A child called“it”: One child’s courage to survive. Deerfield Beach,  

FL: Health Communications. 

Pelzer, D. (1997). The lost boy: A foster child’s search for the love of a family. Deerfield  

Beach, FL: Health Communications. 

 

Additional Materials Needed for Course: 

New York State English Language Arts Standards  

(available online at http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/ela/pub/elalearn.pdf) 

Journal articles distributed throughout the semester 

Writer’s Notebook 

Response Journal 

 

Course Description: 

Part II of an integrated approach to teaching reading, writing, speaking and listening in 

the elementary school.  Strategies for teaching special needs of children included.  

Prerequisite: LIT 371 

 

Course Attendance Policy: 

In order to participate in class you must be punctual, present, and prepared.  More than 

one absence will be considered excessive for this course and may result in lowering of 

your grade.  You are responsible for all work even if you are absent.  For more 

information on attendance policy, please refer to the College Handbook.   

 

 

 

mailto:margaret.zeegers@cortland.edu
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Course Rationale: 

Teacher candidates should understand literacy development as arising within a cultural 

and social context and view children’s experiences and family heritage as a foundation on 

which to build literacy strengths for authentic communicative purposes, consistent with 

the standards designated by New York State, ACEI, and SUNY Cortland Learning 

Outcomes (SCLO). 

 

Course Goals/Objectives:  Students will 
1. Examine personal beliefs about literacy development (ACEI 5a, 5b) (SCLO 7). 

2. Understand and apply the theory and research base of information presented in the course 

(ACEI 1) (SCLO 8). 

3. Know, understand, and use authentic assessment techniques to identify developmental 

strengths and to make informed instructional decisions (ACEI 1, 2a, 2b, 3a, 3b, 3c, 4, 5b) 

(SCLO 12). 

4. Understand and appreciate the ways in which cultural, social, and linguistic factors influence 

students' interpretation and creation of texts (ACEI 3a, 3b, 3d, 5a) (SCLO 2 and 3). 

5. Plan, implement, and evaluate instruction that promotes literacy development across the 

curriculum (ACEI 2a, 2b, 2i, 3c, 5a, 5b) (SCLO 8 and 10). 

6. Develop and apply a set of criteria for creating, selecting and analyzing a range of genres and 

other instructional resources (ACEI 5b) (SCLO 2). 

7. Know, Understand and Use the New York State ELA standards across the curriculum (ACEI 

5d) (SCLO 2 and 8) 

8. Analyze the NYS ELA test grade 4 in relation to standards and issues of bias (5c, 5d) (SCLO 

2 and 10). 

9. Demonstrate/model effective use of language for various communicative purposes including 

collaboration with families and colleagues/peers (ACEI 2b, 5c, 5d) (SCLO 6 and 10). 

10. Know, understand, and use the arts (i.e. music, drama, visual arts) to enhance 

communication, inquiry and insight (ACEI 2f) (SCLO 1).   

11. Use computer technology for instructional and professional purposes (ACEI 2c) (SCLO 13).  

 

Academic Integrity: 

The College is an academic community which values academic integrity and takes 

seriously its responsibility for upholding academic honesty.  All members of the 

academic community have an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards.  

For more information on academic integrity and academic dishonesty, please refer to the 

College Handbook, the College Catalog and the Code of Student Conduct and Related 

Policies. 

 

Accreditation: 

SUNY Cortland’s teacher education programs are accredited by the National Council for 

Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) through 2009.  SUNY Cortland was 

required to develop a Conceptual Framework (CF) for all of its teacher education 

programs to meet accreditation requirements.  The Conceptual Framework also addresses 

the New York State Education Department (NYSED) requirements for teacher education 

programs.  Early Childhood teacher candidates must be knowledgeable about SUNY 

Cortland’s CF. See the following websites for SUNY Cortland’s CF, the CF brochure and 

more information on SUNY Cortland and NCATE:  

http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/conceptual%20framework.pdf, 

http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/conceptual%20framework.pdf
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http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/NCATE_Brochure.pdf, http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/   

 

The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) in working 

with NCATE has developed guidelines for the preparation of early childhood teachers.  

The goals and objectives of this course have been aligned with the NAEYC Standards for 

Professional Preparation at the Initial Licensure Level in order to prepare students to be 

able to demonstrate what they know and are able to do as early childhood teachers.  See 

the following website for the NAEYC standards: 

http://www.naeyc.org/profdev/prep_review/preprev_2001.htm.  See WebCT or the 

instructor for a listing of how the SUNY Cortland Early Childhood Program identifies the 

standards numerically and by level. 

SUNY Cortland Conceptual Framework: 

All teacher education candidates at SUNY Cortland will possess the following: 

Liberal Learning Components 

Personal Responsibility 

 Lifelong learner 

 Member of a learning community – Positive relations and communication with 

students, parents, and other community persons 

 Personal integrity 

Social Justice 

 Commitment to addressing issues of social justice 

 Meet needs of diverse population 

Global Understanding 

 Understand multiple perspectives  

Teacher Education Components 

Knowledge Base 

 Understand how students learn and develop 

 Manage classrooms for a safe learning environment 

 Know and apply various disciplinary models 

Professional Commitments 

 Promote parental involvement 

 Continue to develop as reflective practitioners and lifelong learners 

Professional and State Standards 

 Integrate curriculum among disciplines 

 Balance historical and contemporary research, theory and practice 

Diversity 

 Learn and develop a variety of teaching strategies 

 Apply a variety of teaching strategies to help all students learn 

Assessment 

 Use of multiple and authentic forms of assessment 

Technology 

 Integrate technology into classroom instruction 

 

http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/NCATE_Brochure.pdf
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/
http://www.naeyc.org/profdev/prep_review/preprev_2001.htm
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Learning Outcomes/Expectations of SUNY Cortland Teacher Candidates: 

Candidates will: 

1. Demonstrate a solid foundation in the arts and sciences. 

2. Possess in-depth knowledge of the subject area to be taught. 

3. Demonstrate good moral character. 

4. Understand how students learn and develop. 

5. Manage classrooms structured in a variety of ways to promote a safe learning 

environment. 

6. Know and apply various disciplinary models to manage student behavior. 

7. Apply a variety of teaching strategies to develop a positive teaching-learning 

environment where all students are encouraged to achieve their highest 

potential. 

8. Integrate curriculum among disciplines and balance historical and 

contemporary research, theory and practice. 

9. Use multiple and authentic forms of assessment to analyze teaching and 

student learning and to plan curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of 

individual students.  

10. Promote parental involvement and collaborate effectively with other staff, the 

community, higher education, other agencies and cultural institutions as well 

as parents and other caregivers, for the benefit of students. 

11.  Demonstrate sufficient technology skills and the ability to integrate 

technology into classroom teaching/learning. 

12. Foster respect for individual’s abilities and disabilities and an understanding 

and appreciation of variations of ethnicity, culture, language, gender, age, 

class and sexual orientation. 

13. Continue to develop professional as reflective practitioners who are 

committed to an on-going scholarly inquiry. 

 

Accommodation of Disabilities: 

If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact 

the Office of Student Disability Services located in B-1, Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 

753-2066 for an appointment. Information regarding your disability will be treated in a 

confidential manner. Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for 

accommodations should be made as early as possible 

TaskStream   

The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department uses TaskStream as its data 

management tool for performance-based assessment for New York State Department of 

Education, NCATE (ACEI), and other reports. Please consult with your advisor regarding 

any specific requirements that you are required to perform on Taskstream in connection 

with this class.  

 

Grading Policy: 

Assignments are due on or before due dates (except the final project).  Include name, 

date, course and section number on papers.  All work must be free of errors.  Please 
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revise and edit your work otherwise you will lose points.  Keep a duplicate of all 

materials submitted.   Final grades will be calculated using this scale:            

 A 94 - 100 A- 90 - 93  B+  88 - 89        

B   84 - 87   B-  80 - 83   C+ 78 - 79   

C 74 - 77    C- 70 - 73   D+ 68 - 69   

D 64 - 67  D- 60 - 63     E Below 60  
 

Evaluation: 

Participation: 15% of grade 

Literacy Strategy and Authentic Assessment: 10% of grade 

Miscue Analysis Report: 20% of grade 

Content Area Group Project: 15% of grade 

NCATE Assessment: 20% of grade 

Final Project: Newsletter: 20% of grade 

 

Assignments: 

Participation: 15% of grade (consists of 1-4 below)  You cannot receive full credit for 

participation if you are not present.  Furthermore, attendance in class does not necessarily 

equate with active participation. 

 

1.  Book Club Discussion:  For the first 10 minutes of class throughout the semester you 

will be a member of a book club.  Your purpose is to discuss the children’s literature you 

bring to class within your book club.  Why did you select this book?  How do you see 

yourself using this book in your own classroom?  What literacy strategies could be used 

with this book?  

2.  Response Journals:  For a four-week period you will work with a partner for 10 

minutes at the beginning of class.  You will write in your response journal prior to 

coming to class.  During class, you will act as both teacher and student alternating roles 

throughout the 10 minutes of class.  Acting as a student, you will have come to class 

ready to share your reading response with your partner (teacher).  Acting as a teacher, 

you will respond to your partner’s (student’s) response journal. 

3.  Writing Workshop:  For a seven-week period, you will participate in writing 

workshop.  You will keep a writer’s notebook, draft, revise, edit, confer with peers, and 

publish a selection from your writer’s notebook.  You are encouraged to continue to keep 

a writer’s notebook after the seven-week period. 

4.  Active Participation each class:  I expect that you will actively participate in class 

each class meeting.  All class assignments, including readings, are due as soon as you 

walk into class.  It is expected that you will come to class having read the assigned 

chapters and/or handouts.  You also need to bring in the text(s) needed for that day.  You 

will be expected to participate in group activities in class, therefore, it is imperative that 

you come prepared to class.  Your participation will be recorded and will impact your 

final grade. 

 

This is the rubric I will use to determine your participation grade. 

  

0-7 points 8-12 points 13-15 points 



6 

 Rarely participates 

in class discussions 

and/or 

 Rarely prepared for 

class, including 

missing writer’s 

notebook, response 

journal, book share 

selection, and/or 

text(s) 

 Participates in class 

discussions 

and/or 

 Prepared for class 

most of the time, 

including writer’s 

notebook, response 

journal, book share 

selection, and/or 

text(s)  

 Actively participates 

in class discussions 

and is 

 Always prepared for 

class, including 

writer’s notebook, 

response journal, 

book share 

selection, and/or 

text(s) 

 

 

Literacy Strategy and Authentic Assessment Paper:  10% of grade 

You will write a one - two page paper.  Choose a children’s book (discuss why chosen, 

how you will read the book with the class, and a brief summary of the book), choose a 

literacy strategy discussed in class or one of our texts to use with the book (discuss the 

rationale for choosing this strategy and how you will use the strategy with the book), and 

develop an informal or formal form of assessment.  You will present your plan to the 

class in five minutes or less.  More guidelines will be discussed and a rubric will be given 

out in class.   

Due  Week 5 

 

Miscue Analysis Report:  20% of grade 

Choose a reading interview/survey to use with a student and briefly analyze and report 

the interview results in narrative form.  This interview will give you information about 

the student’s attitudes about himself or herself as a reader.  Select a book or a page from a 

book for the student to read aloud to you.  Take a running record as you listen to the 

student read aloud.  You will then score and analyze the running record as practiced in 

class, discuss the student’s strengths and vulnerabilities, and briefly write up an 

instructional plan for the student.  All raw data must be submitted along with your written 

analysis.  More guidelines and a rubric for this project will be given out in class. 

Due Week 6 
 

NCATE Assessment:  20% of grade 

See attached description on page 8.   

Due April 10 

 

 

Content Area Group Project:  15% of grade 

You will work in a group for this project (5 students) and write up formal lesson plans for 

one full school day.  You will choose a content area topic appropriate for an intermediate 

grade (3-6) such as Native Americans and integrate this topic into all lessons for the 

entire school day.  The topic needs to get integrated into your 3 block literacy framework 

and whatever content areas you cover (math, science, social studies, etc).  You will 

provide formal lesson plans for all activities. 
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Include an introduction stating the grade level, school hours, lunch/recess time, prep 

period, topic to be studied, the day’s agenda including time frames, and any other 

relevant information you feel is important to know (such as do you have a push-in teacher 

in your classroom during reading workshop, will parent volunteers be assisting in an 

activity for the day, etc). 

 

Your group will decide how they will present the project to the class.  Some ideas may 

include but certainly are not limited to: poster board presentation, tri-fold presentation 

board, using the Elmo machine, Power point presentation, making a video, bringing in 

background music related to the topic studied etc.  More guidelines and a rubric for this 

project will be given out in class. 

Due Week 12 

 

Final Project:  Newsletter:  20% of grade 

It is important to have a home-school connection.  You will design a class newsletter to 

your future 3
rd

 – 6
th

 grade (pick a grade) class’ family explaining what has recently been 

occurring in the three block literacy framework and 2 content areas in your classroom.  

Be sure to show evidence that you have integrated literacy into at least one content area.  

The newsletter will paint a clearer picture of what has been occurring in your classroom.   

 

The newsletter will be of your own design and may include announcements about 

class/school events, homework tips/suggestions, or anything else of your choosing!  Each 

newsletter must include a description and rationale of literacy activities you have been 

working on with your students over the last week, reading/writing strategies you are 

presently working on, suggestions to bridge communication between families and 

children, and some way to elicit family feedback.  You will present your newsletter to the 

class.  More guidelines will be discussed and a rubric will be given out in class. 

Due on the date of the final exam  
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NAME:     Grade:        / 20       NCATE:  

All raw data must be submitted and scanned onto Taskstream! 

 
Target  Acceptable Unacceptable 
Task was conducted as designated above 

with all or most of the required 

components, is of high quality and 

reflects a strong understanding of the 

theoretical underpinnings of the course.  

Task was conducted as designated above 

with all or most of the required 

components, is of acceptable quality and 

reflects a good understanding of the 

theoretical underpinnings of the course. 

Task was not conducted as designated above, does 

not include an adequate number of components 

and/or components do not meet the requirements of 

the assignment, nor reflect an understanding of the 

theoretical underpinnings of the course. 

 

LIT 372 Fall 2009: NCATE ASSESSMENT ASSIGNMENT  
1. Your background knowledge on assessment tools    2 points maximum 

A) Identify at least five authentic assessment techniques/strategies (from observation or reading)  

B) Write a short one paragraph description of each assessment technique/strategy 

 

2. Background on student and source of information  (section 2 and 3) 2 points maximum 

A) Description including age, gender, grade, interests. USE A PSEUDONYM (that is, do NOT use the real name 

of the student).  

B) Any relevant, available previous assessment information (can be scores learned from formal testing or 

descriptors from informal interview with classroom teacher or parent). 

 

3. Context for literacy strategy assessment  

A) Time, date and place (be specific: include whether classroom, home, hall, library) 

B) Individual or part of group with you focusing on this student 

 

4. Literature        2 points maximum 

A) Title of book used:  

B) Why was this text selected? (e.g. recommended by teacher, chosen because student is interested in topic). 

C) How was this book read (e.g. read aloud to class as group, read independently by student, read in small group)? 

D) Describe the context in which this literature was read (e.g. independent reading at home, read aloud to class, 

silent reading in class, guided reading in class) 

E) Describe the context for the literature (e.g. part of an instructional unit on bugs, used as a linguistic model for 

writing topic sentences) 

 

5. Strategy        5 points maximum 

A) What strategy is being practiced? (reference your source:  page number and title of text). 

B) What student understanding/ skill/ strategy are you assessing? 

C) What is the rationale for teaching and practicing this strategy? 

D) How do NY State ELA Standards apply here? 

E) Why is this literacy strategy a good match for this particular text/ children’s literature?  

F) Did you present this strategy exactly as suggested by your source or did you make changes? If so, what changes? 

G) How did you go through the stages of Modeling, Scaffolding and Coaching this strategy?  

 

6. Assessment        7 points maximum 

There should be a reading comprehension (not decoding) and writing component to your assessment. 

A) What are your specific assessment foci?     

B) How did you assess student performance of each focus?  

C) Were there assignment guidelines?  

D) Did you use any tools to assess this student’s performance (e.g. rubric)? 

E) What did you learn about this student in terms of reading comprehension and writing fluency from these 

assessments? What evidence do you have to support your conclusions (time taken to do assignment, amount and 

level of support/prompting to understand and complete task assignment, depth of answer (richness of vocabulary, 

amount of appropriate detail, complexity of thinking, mechanics: spelling, grammar, sentence structure)? 

F) What variables did you notice that affected the student’s performance? (e.g. it was 100s day and you pulled 

the student out of class; it was your first time meeting; student had a cold or had missed breakfast.) 

 

 7. Small group or individual instructional follow up.    2 points maximum.     

A. What strategies do you recommend as a focus for working with this student and why? 

B. What activities would best support these strategies? 
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Date Topics Assignments Due Today 

Week 1 

 

Introduction to course, discuss syllabus, & 

community builder 

Introduction to 3 block framework 

 

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch. 1 & 

2 

Week 2 

 
Book Club: Picture Books  

Writing Workshop: Discuss the environment, 

rituals, stages of writing process, & drafting 

Language & Word Study: Focus on reading 

activities 

Calkins: Ch. 3, 4 & 11  

 

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch. 3 

and p. 70 

Week 3 

 
Book Club: Traditional Literature 

Language & Word Study: Focus on writing 

activities 

Running Records: Discuss rationale and 

practice 

Fountas & Pinnell: Review 

Ch. 3 & pp. 490-491 

 

Johnston handout:  Ch. 21 

 

Week 4 

 
Book Club: Informational Books 
Miscue Analysis: Analyze running record  

Supporting Readers and Writers: Literacy 

Strategies   

Johnston handout:  Ch. 22 

Tompkins:  Review & be 

prepared to discuss.  Bring 

Tompkins book to class 

 

Week 5 

 

Miscue Analysis:  Discuss implications 

Literacy Strategy Presentations 

Literacy Strategy Paper 

and Presentations Due 

Week 6 

 

Literature Study: Book clubs  

Revision: Students will choose a piece to 

revise from their writer’s notebook. 

Writing Mini-lessons 

 

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch. 4, 

15, & 16 

Calkins: Ch. 12 & 18 

 

Miscue Analysis Report 

Due 

   

Week 7 

 
Book Club: Poetry 
Editing 

Conferring (peer and teacher) 

Students will have peer-conferences 

Response Journals 

 

 

 

 

Calkins: Ch. 13 & 14  

Bring in a revised selection 

from your writer’s notebook 

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch. 10 

 

Begin reading your 

reading response book 

that you have chosen for 

next class! 

Week 8 

 

Publishing 

Students may begin to publish their selection 

if they are at this stage. 

Understanding the Reading Process 

Teaching for Comprehending Written Text 

 

Calkins: Ch. 16  

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch.18 & 

19, and Special Features 

pgs. 386-388  

Response Journal (entry 

#1) 
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Week 9 

 
Book Club: Cross-Curricular Literature 

Guided Reading: Rationale, planning, forming 

groups, selecting texts, & lesson planning 

Literacy across the curriculum 

 

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch.11-

14 & Special Feature pp. 

249-250  

Handout 

Response Journal (entry 

#2) 

NCATE Assignment Due 

Week 10 

 

Independent Reading 

Extended Book Club Session 

Group Work for Content Area Project 

 

 

 

 

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch. 7-10 

& Special Feature pp. 186-

187 

Complete reading your 

reading response book 

before coming to class 

today! 

 

Response Journal (entry 

#3) 

Response Journal will be 

collected 

 

Week 11 

 
Book Club: Historical Fiction 

Assessment 

Publishing Celebration 

 

Group Work for Content Area Group Project  

 

 

Read Erica’s Day in the 

beginning of Fountas & 

Pinnell 

Calkins: Ch. 19  

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch. 28 

Published selections due 

Week 12 

 
Content Area Group Project Presentations 

 
Content Area Group 

Project Due  

Week 13 

 
Book Club: Biographies 
Organization and Management 

Home - School Connection: Discuss 

newsletters, volunteers, family nights, parent 

workshops, etc… 

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch. 6 & 

Special Feature pp. 111-113 

Handout 

 

 

Week 14 

 
Book Club: Realistic Fiction 
Testing:  Strategies to embed test taking skills 

into daily routines & take a look at the ELA 

Exam 

Home - School Connection: Continuation 

Course Evaluation 

Fountas & Pinnell: Ch. 27 

Handout 

TBA Finals Week!   

You must attend class this night. 
Final Project: Newsletter 

Due & Presentation  

 

 


