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State University College at Cortland 
Department of English 

 
AED 663-001 RESEARCH IN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH 

 
Credit Hours: 3 
Semester: Spring 2011    
Location: OM G-17, Wednesday, 4:20-6:50      
Professor: Mary Lynch Kennedy 
Telephone: 607-753-2086, 607-257-6676 (H)  

 Office: OM 115B     
Office Hours: Wed. 3:00-4:00; Thurs. 2:00-4:00, and by appointment 
E-mail: mary.kennedy@cortland.edu 
Webpage: http://facultyweb.cortland.edu/kennedym/ 
Online Writing Resource Center: http://www2.cortland.edu/departments/english/wrc/ 
 

 
 
Research provides us with a lens to consider our practice from a more philosophical perspective. Research 
cannot tell us specifically what to do tomorrow. It does provide principles on which to plan strategies 
which are likely to be effective with our specific students. But not all research is of equal value to us. One 
of our professional responsibilities is to critically evaluate information, not to accept it on blind faith. To 
persuade us and our professional colleagues of its importance, we critically evaluate research reports 
considering such issues as its intensiveness, systematicity and ethics as we decide how much weight to 
give the findings. (46)       

Brause, R. &  Mayher, S. (1991). Search and re-search: What the inquiring teacher needs 
to know. Bristol, PA: Farmer Press.  

 
Resource Bibliography (See end of syllabus.) 
 
Course Description 
This study of empirical investigations of the teaching of English will culminate in students writing a review 
of research in a particular aspect of teaching English. 
 

 Course Attendance Policy 
Regular class attendance is a basic requirement for the course. 
 

 Texts & Requirements 
Galvan, Jose L. Writing Literature Reviews, 4th ed., Glendale, CA: Pyrczak, 2010 
Research in the Teaching of English, annotated bibliographies from November issues: 2003-2010   
Blackboard, participation in all aspects 
APA Formatting and Style Guide http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/.  

 
Literature Review Article 
In this course, you will write a review of the literature focusing primarily on reports of empirical research 
published in peer reviewed academic journals.  You will select a topic in the English Language Arts; locate, 
read, and analyze sources that will enable you to define and narrow the topic; read and evaluate relevant 
empirical research articles on the narrowed topic; synthesize and organize your notes; write, revise and 
redraft your paper; and edit it for correctness and adherence to APA style. 

 
 
 

http://www2.cortland.edu/departments/english/wrc/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Academic Honesty 
As a student at SUNY Cortland, you are expected to uphold the values of academic integrity at all times. 
Always submit your own work. Information about the College policy, examples of plagiarism and other 
forms of academic dishonesty, and the College's procedures for handling dishonesty are in the SUNY 
Cortland College Handbook, Chapter 340. Extensive information is also available at the online Writing 
Resource Center: http://www2.cortland.edu/departments/english/wrc/. Click first on Resources for 
Students and then on Academic Honesty. If you are confused about whether or not to cite a source, or 
about the proper way to do so, do not hesitate to ask for help.  I would much rather assist you with your 
writing process than watch you make a mistake that could hurt your academic career.  
 

Disability Statement 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you are a student with a 
disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Student Disability Services Office located 
in B-1, Van Hoesen Hall or call 753-2066 for an appointment.  Because many accommodations require early 
planning, requests for accommodations should be made as soon as possible. 

 
Professional Dispositions Statement 
One goal of this course is to provide opportunities for continuous positive growth toward strong teaching 
skills and dispositions as reflected in the Assessment of Candidate’s Professional Dispositions.  Positive 
teaching dispositions are a basic requirement for all successful completion of the AEN program.  In the 
event of problematic demonstrations of teaching disposition, incidents will be documented and the 
departmental and Teacher Education Council Fair Practice Policy and Procedures for action will be 
followed. Two documents, the “English Department Adolescence English Education Programs Professional 
Dispositions Policy” and the “Amelioration Process within Adolescent English Education Programs,” are 
attached to this syllabus. 
 
Evaluation of Student Performance   
The grade for this course is calculated on the basis of the connected, cumulative assignments listed in the 
table below. The various assignments count for a total of 100 points. Students cannot receive a passing 
grade unless they have completed all the assignments in a timely manner. 
Grading: A = 90 pts. or more; B+ = 86 pts. or more; B = 80 pts. or more, C+ = 76 pts.  or more, C = 70 pts. or 
more, and so on. I will give grades of A through E. There will be no grades of Incomplete in this course. 
 
Literature Review Article (LRA) Assignments, Dates, and Points 
 

ASSIGNMENT DATE DUE POINTS 

Eight-part assignment 2/2 & 2/9    10 

Preliminary outline  2/16      5 

Summaries  3/9      5 

Table of primary sources 3/9      5 

LRA 3/30    20 

Revised LRA 4/20    20 

Presentations 4/20,4/27,5/4    10 

Edited LRA 5/11    20 

Other short assignments TBA       5 

 
Importance of deadlines 
To successfully complete this course, you must submit each assignment on the due it is due. 
 
Mastery of writing 
Poorly written assignments with goof-ups in sentence structure, grammar, and mechanics will be highly 
detrimental to your credibility as a teacher and disastrous to your grade in 663. A source of help is the 

http://www2.cortland.edu/departments/english/wrc/
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Academic Support and Achievement Program (ASAP) http://www.cortland.edu/asap/ ,Van Hoesen Hall, 
Room B-205. Tutors are available at (607) 753-4309. Make an appointment early in the semester, and if 
necessary, set up regular meetings to go over all of your writing assignments. 

 
TaskStream 
If you have not yet subscribed to TaskStream, please go to https://www.taskstream.com/pub/ and do so 
immediately. At the end of the semester, you will upload the Literature Review Article to TaskStream.  

 

Objectives and Outcomes 

Course objectives are keyed to the NCATE Program Standards prepared by the National Council of 

Teachers of English (NCTE) and the standards of the SUNY Cortland Conceptual Framework (CF). The 

course is designed to enable you to 

 

• reflect critically on your practice and become a researcher of your teaching and of your students’ 

learning (NCTE 2.3, 2.4; CF 2) 

• attain knowledge and understanding of research theory and findings in English language arts by reading 

and critiquing research studies in English Education (NCTE 3.7, 3.7.1, 3.7.2; CF 2,7,8) 

• use major sources of research and theory (books, periodicals, reports, conference proceedings, 

electronic and non-electronic databases) to understand the relationship between research and practice 

and to understand and evaluate educational practice (NCTE 3.71; CF 2,7,8,10) 

• use teacher-researcher models of classroom inquiry and gain knowledge and skill in methods of 

conducting research (NCTE 3.7.2; CF 7) 

 fulfill the requirement for the Review of the Literature essay for the M.A.T. and M.S.Ed. programs 

(NCTE 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 3.4, 3.7; CF 2,7,8,10) 

 

 
  

Course Schedule and Activities  
The following schedule provides a general overview of the course. Each week you will receive a detailed 
agenda and more specific assignments.  

 
Assignments (JG=Jose Galvan) 
Other assignments will be announced. 
Select activities are keyed to the standards prepared by the National Council of Teachers of English 

(NCTE)  
 
1/26 Week 1   
Introductions, orientation (3.6)    
Introduction to the genre: empirical research article (3.3.3, 3.7) 
Introduction to the genre: literature review article (3.3.3, 3.7) 
Eight-part assignment using bibliographies from Research in the Teaching of English (See handout.) 
 
HW: 1. Go to Cyberlab for Psychological Research http://faculty.frostburg.edu/mbradley/cyberlab.html 
and complete the tutorials for the following topics: Theories, Phases of research, Research methods, 
Sources for information, Journal articles. 
2. Carefully read pp. 1-29 JG. 
3. Next week hand in parts I-VI of 8-part assignment. Keep a copy for yourself. 
 
2/2 Week 2 
Class with Lorraine Melita, Coordinator of Reference and Instruction, Memorial Library (3.7,3.7.1,3.7.2). 
Hand in parts I-VI of 8-part assignment. 
 
HW: Complete parts VII and VIII of 8-part assignment. 

http://www.cortland.edu/asap/
https://www.taskstream.com/pub/
http://faculty.frostburg.edu/mbradley/cyberlab.html


 4 

 
2/9 Week 3 
Hand in parts VII and VIII of 8-part assignment. 
Quantitative research studies (3.3.3, 3.7) 
Galvan, J. Analyzing quantitative research, 43-54 
 
HW: 
1. Read JG 43-54. Identify the quantitative studies on your reference list of primary sources. Use the 

questions on 53-54 as a guide.  
2. Follow the guidelines on 31-42 JG to read and analyze the articles on your primary source reference 

list. Expand or narrow the list if necessary. Identify the major trends, patterns, and gaps in the 
literature, and explain the relationships among the research studies (JG 39-41). Use Question 2 (42) to 
predict the categories and subcategories of your LRA. Group your primary sources under the 
categories. Hand in this preliminary outline on 2/16. 

 
2/16 Week 4 
Hand in your preliminary outline. 
 

Wed., Feb. 16, 4:30 – 6:00, Jacobus Lounge 
Readin', Writin', & Cheatin’ 
Research on the prevalence of plagiarism and cheating in U. S. schools: a discussion led 
by Mary Kennedy and graduate students in AEN 663 Research in the Teaching of English 
 
2/24 Week 5 
 
Qualitative research studies 
Galvan, J. Analyzing qualitative research literature, 55-61 
Literature Review Article 
Summarizing your studies and building tables 

 
HW: 
1. Read JG 55-61. Identify the qualitative studies on your reference list of primary sources. Use the 

questions on 61 as a guide.  
2. Read assigned Literature Review Articles 
3. Summarize each of your empirical studies and submit the summaries on 3/9. 
4. Read JG “Building Tables to Summarize Literature,” 63-70. Construct a table for your primary sources 

and submit it on 3/9. 
5. Read the following three chapters in JG and follow the guidelines as you write your LRA: “Synthesizing 

Literature Prior to Writing a Review,”71-79; “Guidelines for Writing a First Draft,” 81-90; “Guidelines 
for Developing a Coherent Essay,” 91-97.  

 
3/2 Week 6 
 
Synthesizing research, writing the first draft, and developing a coherent essay 
Discuss assigned LRAs 
Synthesizing research, writing the first draft, and developing a coherent essay (3.4, 3.4.1, 3.4.2, 3.4.3), 
 
HW: 
Finish writing your LRA. Format the paper according to APA Guidelines. Use the guidelines under “General 
Format” at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/. Also use the guidelines on this site to 
format in-text citations and the Reference List. 
 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/


 5 

3/9 Week 7 
Hand in summaries and table. (3.4, 3.4.1, 3.4.2, 3.4.3) 

 
3/16 Week 8 
Spring Break 

 
3/23 Week 9 
Independent work on LRA (3.4, 3.4.1, 3.4.2, 3.4.3) 

 
3/30 Week 10 
Hand in a paper copy of your LRA. 
Preparations for presentations  
Teacher research (3.3.3, 3.7) 

 
HW: 
1. Send a Word attachment of your LRA to your peer. 
2. Use the Comments Feature of Microsoft Word to comment on your peer’s paper.  
3. Give substantive answers to the peer review questions.  
4. Return the paper, with the comments, and your responses to the peer review questions by Monday, 

4/4. If you have never used the Comments Feature of Microsoft Word, familiarize yourself with it.  Go to the 
HELP menu (About adding comments and keeping track of changes) and/or access the following websites: 

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/comments.html 

 
4/6 Week 11 
No class: one-on-one conferences. Bring your peer’s review of your LRA to the conference. We will go over 
my comments as well as those on the peer review. The revision of the LRA is due 4/20. 

 
4/13 Week 12  
Independent work/tutorial on LRA (3.4, 3.4.1, 3.4.2, 3.4.3) 

 
4/20 Week 13 
Five presentations (3.4, 3.4.1, 3.4.2, 3.4.3) 
Hand in the revised LRA and the version that I returned in conference (along with my comments). 
 
4/27 Week 13 
Five presentations (3.4, 3.4.1, 3.4.2, 3.4.3) 
 
5/4 Week 14 
Two presentations (3.4, 3.4.1, 3.4.2, 3.4.3) 
I return LRA. 

 
HW: Edit your LRA. 

 
5/11 Hand in the final version of your LRA and upload it to TaskStream. \ (3.4, 3.4.1, 3.4.2, 3.4.3) 
 
 

 
Resources for teacher research: Memorial Library Holdings 
 
Bishop, W. (1999) Ethnographic writing research : writing it down, writing it up, and reading it  
GN307.7 .B57 1999  
 
Cochran-Smith, M. and S. L. Lytle. (1992). Inside/outside: teacher research and knowledge  
LB1028.24 .I67 1992 

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/comments.html
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Hubbard, R.S. and B.M. Power. (1999). Living the questions : a guide for teacher-researchers. York, Me. 
: Stenhouse. TMC LB1028.24 .H83 1999   
  
Kochendorfer, L. (1994).  Becoming a reflective teacher LB1025.3 .K64 1994  
 
Lassonde. A. and S. E. Israel, eds. (2008). Teachers taking action: a comprehensive guide to teacher 
research. Newark, Del.: International Reading Association, 2008. 
TMC LB1028.24 .T44 2008 

 
Margot, E. et al. (1997). On writing qualitative research : living by words PE1478 .O6 1997 
  
Mohr, M. M. (1987). Working together: a guide for teacher-researchers  LB1028.24 .M64 1987  
 
Myers, M. (1985). The teacher-researcher: how to study writing in the classroom  LB1576 .M95 1985    
 
Norlander-Case, K. A. (1999). The professional teacher: the preparation and nurturance of the reflective 
practitioner  LB1715 .N54 1999 
 
Ray, R. E. (1993). The practice of theory: teacher research in composition  LB1576 .R39 1993 
 
Reagan, S. B. T. Fox, and D. Bleich, eds.(1994). Writing with: new directions in collaborative teaching, 
learning,and research  LB1032 .W65 1994   
  
Solomon, M. Z., ed. (1999). The diagnostic teacher: constructing new approaches to professional 
development  LB1775.2 .D53 1999   
 
Stevenson, R. B. and S. E. Noffke, eds. (1990). Action research and teacher education: international 
perspectives   LB1028.24 .A26 1990   
 
Weese, K. L., S.L. Fox, and S. Greene. (1999). Teaching academic literacy: the uses of teacher-research in 
developing a writing program  PE1404 .T368 1999  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://cor.sunyconnect.suny.edu:4390/F/53K642KUITEQKQD7642RMYILLTE53BRQXJLSBDTIC616G6NABN-24453?func=item-global&doc_library=COR01&doc_number=000337239&year=&volume=&sub_library=CORMN
http://cor.sunyconnect.suny.edu:4390/F/F9UNXFJYGKRNQJ9D7UH4EJHDTTL3E814Q5CYABSQ62746NRKGN-23486?func=item-global&doc_library=COR01&doc_number=000354317&year=&volume=&sub_library=CORMN

