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Course Description 
This course integrates the teaching of literature and critical literacy. Lesson planning, instructional strategies, and 

teaching with English Language Arts standards are emphasized, as are theory and methods for helping students 

apply critical reading and writing skills to a range of genres and levels of interpretation. Prerequisite: 3.0 grade point 

average in the major. (3 cr. hrs.). 

 

Course Overview  

This course will help you better understand the English Language Arts:  what they are, why they’re important, and 

how to teach them to 21
st
-century adolescents.  You’ll learn a variety of “best practice” strategies for motivating 

students to become lifelong literacy learners and individuals empowered through literacy to understand and shape 

their world.  You’ll also have the opportunity to try these strategies out yourself, when we participate in online 

bookclubs with students at Cortland High School.  Drawing on some of the lessons of this practical experience, 

you’ll design a thematic unit plan which will afford you ample opportunity to develop integrated long- and short-

range instructional plans and to do so in order to best accommodate, invite, and engage all learners.  Finally, and 

perhaps most importantly, you’ll learn the value of self-reflection and a reflective teaching practice in becoming a 

lifelong literacy learner and teacher leader yourself. 

 

Expectations 

 That you arrive to class on time and prepared. 

 That you bring all relevant texts to class on the day reading is assigned from them (and have read them, of 

course!). 

 That you have assignments ready to be submitted at the beginning of the class on the due date.  Assignments 

turned in any later will have points deducted for lateness (see “Lateness and Absence Policy” below). 

 That unless otherwise noted, all assignments are typed and formatted according to MLA guidelines. 

 That you are present in all classes, unless you have a very good reason for not being here (I will be the arbiter of 

what qualifies as a “very good reason”). 

 That you are an active agent in your own learning and the learning experiences of others.   

 That you complete the major assignments in the class. 

 That you take seriously the AEN program dispositions and work assiduously toward becoming an excellent 

teacher candidate (see “Professional Dispositions Statement” below and “Assessment of Candidate’s 

Professional Dispositions” attached).  

 

Lateness and Absence Policy 

If you must miss a class, be late, or leave early, it is your responsibility to 1) make arrangements with me ahead of 

time (i.e., at least the day before); and 2) get any assignments due turned in beforehand or on time by sending me a 

temporary copy in the body of an e-mail, to be replaced by an identical hard copy the next time I see you – no hard 

copy, no grade.  It is also your responsibility to contact classmates in advance for any missed notes, handouts, 

exercises, etc., and to be up-to-date by the time you return to class.   

 

You are allowed to miss one class without penalty.  After that, each missed class will result in your final grade being 

lowered one-third of a grade step (e.g., from an A to an A-).  Excessive lateness will count as absence.  More than 

three absences will result in a failing grade.  On the other hand, your final grade will be raised one-third of a grade 

step for perfect attendance. 

 

Required Materials, Texts, and Services 

Required texts: 

 Elbow, What Is English?  (MLA, 1990) ISBN 0875323822 

 Finn, Literacy with an Attitude, 2e (SUNY UP, 2009); ISBN 9781438428062 



 Kincheloe, Slattery, Steinberg, Contextualizing Teaching (Addison-Longman, 2000) ISBN 0801315042 

 Gallagher, Readicide (Stenhouse, 2009) ISBN 97857110780 

 Mendler, What Do I Do When…? (NES, 1992); ISBN 97819340090709 

 Smith and Wilhelm, Going with the Flow:  Engaging Boys (and Girls) in their Own Literacy Learning 

(Heinemann, 2006) ISBN 0325006431 

 Wiggins & McTighe, Understanding By Design, 2e (Pearson, 2005) ISBN 1416600353 

 Nathaniel Hawthowne, The Scarlet Letter (any edition or online) 

 One Young Adult Novel TBD 

 

Other required materials and services: 

 Occasional printing of documents (your own and your classmates’) 

 Occasional photocopying of materials for distribution to group- and class–members 

 Daily access to an e-mail account, course wiki (http://aed541fall09.pbworks.com/FrontPage), and Ning (all 

Cortland students have access to computer labs and a free e-mail account) 

 Composition Notebook 

 Student Membership in the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).  Sign up at http://www.ncte.org . 

 

Major Course Projects 

 Virtual Bookclub Assignment – You will participate in an online discussion about a Young Adult novel chosen 

by a group of students at Cortland High School.   You will also be asked to reflect upon this experience.  As 

part of this assignment you will also be asked to keep journal entries on your reading, develop a “This I 

Believe” and a Regents’ practice essay, as well as a shared multimodal project that distills your reactions to the 

text and themes of the unit. 

 Unit Plan – You will develop a long-range plan on the topic of your choice that will eventually be published 

online and created as a resource for other teachers to use.  Also due on TaskSteam. 

 Lesson Plan – You will write a lesson on the topic of your choice, in which careful attention will be devoted to 

the component parts of short-range planning. Also due on TaskSteam. 

 Statement of Teaching Philosophy – As the final reflection upon a series of autobiographical essays, you will 

produce a statement that articulates your teaching philosophy that will eventually become part of your 

Professional Teaching Portfolio. 

 Statement on Classroom Management – Based on aou will produce a statement that articulates your views on 

classroom management to become part of your Professional Teaching Portfolio. Also due on TaskSteam. 

 Ancillary Assignments – You will complete various assignments that will be due throughout the semester, 

including reading responses, journal entries, quizzes, etc.  To receive full credit in this category, you will also 

need to engage in extracurricular activities such as the NCTE Student Teaching Affiliate, after-school tutoring, 

participation in related literacy programming, etc.  

 

Assessment 

Please see attached rubric for an explanation of how of all written assignments will be evaluated. 

 

Breakdown of Final Grade 

Virtual Bookclub Assignment    20   

Literacy Autobiography/Reflective Portfolio   10 

Statement of Teaching Philosophy         5 

Statement on Classroom Management        5 

Unit Plan       25 

Lesson Plan       15 

Ancillary Assignments                 10 

Attendance and Participation 10 

                                                                                      100% 

 

Professional Dispositions Statement 

One goal of this course is to provide opportunities for continuous positive growth toward strong teaching skills and 

dispositions as reflected in the Assessment of Candidate’s Professional Dispositions.  Positive teaching dispositions 

are a basic requirement for all successful completion of the AEN program.  In the event of problematic 

demonstration of teaching disposition, incidents will be documented and the departmental and Teacher Education 

Council Fair Practice Policy and Procedures for action will be followed. 

http://www.bartleby.com/83/
http://aed541fall09.pbworks.com/FrontPage
http://www.ncte.org/


 

Diversity 
I am committed to “creat[ing] and sustain[ing] an inclusive and supportive learning environment in which all 

students can engage in learning” (NCATE/NCTE Standards).  Therefore, respect for individual differences – be they 

of ethnicity, race, class, gender, religion, ability, or opinion -- will be crucial to your success in this class.  The high 

level of critical engagement that comes from considering points of view different from your own benefits both the 

quality of your own thinking and the richness of our collective inquiry.   

 

Technology 
The self-motivated literacy habits of a great number of adolescent and young adults today can be linked directly to 

emerging new media such as the Web, texting and instant messaging, blogging, e-mail, social networking, and 

digital video and photography.  Therefore, I will not only encourage you to find ways to link these voluntary 

“multimodal literacies” to more traditional ones -- such as pen and paper essays about literature -- in your lesson and 

unit plans, but also to familiarize yourself with some of this technology through hands-on practice.  A great deal of 

our communication in this course, therefore, will take place online on our class Ning/social network.  For various 

assignments, you can also expect to be asked to surf the web, participate in online discussions with classmates, email 

classmates, and access online course materials.  Participation with these media is expected as part of your 

participation in the course. 

 

Office of Student Disability Services 

Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is required to register with the Office of 

Student Disability Services (OSDS).  A letter of verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from 

OSDS.  Please be sure the letter is delivered to me as early in the semester as possible.  OSDS is located in Van 

Hoesen Hall, Room B-1 and is open 8:00 am-4:30 pm, M-F.  Their phone number is (607) 753-2066. 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty 

Plagiarism, a form of academic dishonesty, involves incorporating the words or thoughts of another into one’s 

original writing without proper documentation.  Common examples include submitting a paper by another student; 

failing to document paraphrased, summarized or directly quoted material; or subtly altering the diction and content 

of a source author without documentation.  The minimal consequences for a plagiarized paper will be a “0” grade on 

the assignment and an “F” for the course.  Students should consult the College Handbook for full details of SUNY 

Cortland’s policy on academic dishonesty. 

 

 

AS A COURTESY TO OTHERS, 

PLEASE TURN ALL CELL PHONE AND PAGERS TO VIBRATE. 



Course Objectives 
 
Alignment with NCTE Standards and Cortland’s Conceptual Framework 
Students majoring in Adolescence Education: English 7-12 will focus on acquiring knowledge and 
developing skills aligned with learning outcomes from the College's Conceptual Framework for 
Teacher Education and those established by the Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).   
 
In particular, candidates in this course will… 
 

Course objectives NCTE Standards Cortland Conceptual Framework Learning Outcomes 
Understand the scope of English as a 
school subject and how to bring the 
major strands (literature, language, 
and composition) together for an 
integrated learning process: 
 

2.6 Engage their students in activities 
that demonstrate the role of arts and 
humanities in learning; 
3.1.2 Demonstrate how reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, viewing, and thinking 
are interrelated in their own learning and 
in their students’ learning of ELA; 
3.71 Use major sources of research and 
theory related to English language arts to 
support their teaching decisions; 
4.1 Examine and select resources for 
instruction such as textbooks, other print 
materials, videos, films, records, and 
software, appropriate for supporting the 
teaching of English language arts; 
 

1. Demonstrate a solid foundation in the arts and 
sciences; 
2. Possess in-depth knowledge of the subject area to be 
taught; 
3. Understand how students learn and develop; 
 

Understand the benefits of a 
reflective practice:  for students’ 
continued intellectual growth and 
their own continued professional 
development  
 

2.3 Demonstrate reflective practice, 
involvement in professional 
organizations, and collaboration with 
both faculty and other candidates; 
 

7. Continue to develop professionally as ethical and 
reflective practitioners who are committed to ongoing 
scholarly inquiry; 
 

Understand current status of and 
concerns relevant to adolescent and 
young adult literacy as discussed by 
contemporary educators, researchers 
and theorists and be prepared to 
diagnose and address similar 
problems in their own classrooms  
 

All 7. Continue to develop professionally as ethical and 
reflective practitioners who are committed to ongoing 
scholarly inquiry; 
8. Know state and national standards, integrate 
curriculum across disciplines, and balance historical and 
contemporary research, theory, and practice; 
 

 
Have planned instruction that creates 
“literate classroom communities by 
presenting varied structures and 
techniques for group interactions” 
and “creat[ing] and sustain[ing] an 
inclusive and supportive learning 
environment in which all students 
can engage in learning” 

 
 

2.1 Create an inclusive and supportive 
learning environment in which all 
students can engage in learning; 
4.2 Align curriculum goals and teaching 
strategies with the organization of 
classroom environments and learning 
experiences to promote whole-class, 
small-group, and individual work; 
 

10. Apply a variety of teaching strategies to develop a 
positive teaching-learning environment where all 
students are encouraged to achieve their highest 
potential; 
3. Understand how students learn and develop; 
4. Manage classrooms structured in a variety of ways to 
promote a safe learning environment; 
5. Know and apply various disciplinary models to 
manage student behavior.  
11. Foster understanding of and respect for individuals’ 
abilities, disabilities and diversity of variations of 
ethnicity, culture, language, gender, age, class, and sexual 
orientation. 
 

Understand the constructivist theory 
of learning and related teaching 
methods and how this model differs 
from the behaviorist model  

 
 

3.1.1 Use knowledge of students' 
language acquisition and development as 
a basis for designing appropriate 
learning activities that promote student 
learning; 

 
3.1.2 Demonstrate how reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, viewing, and thinking 
are interrelated in their own learning and 
in their students’ learning of ELA; 

 
3.7.1 Use major sources of research and 
theory related to English language arts to 

13. Understand how students learn and develop; 
4. Manage classrooms structured in a variety of ways to 
promote a safe learning environment; 
5. Know and apply various disciplinary models to 
manage student behavior.  
11. Foster understanding of and respect for individuals’ 
abilities, disabilities and diversity of variations of 
ethnicity, culture, language, gender, age, class, and sexual 
orientation. 
12. Use multiple and authentic forms of assessment to 
analyze teaching and student learning and to plan 
curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of 
individual students.  



support their teaching decisions; 
 

 
4.1 Understand how media can influence 
constructions of a text’s meaning, and 
how experiencing various media can 
enhance students' composing processes, 
communication, and learning; 

 
4.9 Demonstrate that their students can 
select appropriate reading strategies that 
permit access to, and understanding of, a 
wide range of print and nonprint texts; 

 
4.10 Integrate assessment consistently 
into instruction by: 
 

 Using a variety of formal and 
informal assessment activities 
and instruments to evaluate 
processes and products; 

 Creating regular opportunities 
to use a variety of ways to 
interpret and report 
assessment methods and 
results to students, parents, 
administrators, and other 
audiences; 

 

 

Develop a national professional 
network of ELA colleagues through 
membership in NCTE  
 

2.3 Demonstrate reflective practice, 
involvement in professional 
organizations, and collaboration with 
both faculty and other candidates; 
 

7. Continue to develop professionally as ethical and 
reflective practitioners who are committed to ongoing 
scholarly inquiry; 

 

Demonstrate an understanding of the 
practical aspects of lesson planning 
through the creation of several 
lessons.  Through these assignments, 
develop planning skills that: 

 
 
 

 
 

o Demonstrate an understanding 
of how and when to integrate 
direct teaching methods into a 
more constructivist, student-
centered curriculum model  

 

3.1.1 Use knowledge of students' 
language acquisition and development as 
a basis for designing appropriate 
learning activities that promote student 
learning; 
 
3.1.2 Demonstrate how reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, viewing, and thinking 
are interrelated in their own learning and 
in their students’ learning of ELA; 
  
3.7.1 Use major sources of research and 
theory related to English language arts to 
support their teaching decisions; 
4.1 Examine and select resources for 
instruction such as textbooks, other print 
materials, videos, films, records, and 
software, appropriate for supporting the 
teaching of English language arts; 
 
4.9 Demonstrate that their students can 
select appropriate reading strategies that 
permit access to, and understanding of, a 
wide range of print and nonprint texts; 
 

12. Use multiple and authentic forms of assessment to 
analyze teaching and student learning and to plan 
curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of 
individual students.  
 

o Integrate visual, oral, and 
written literacies  

3.2.2 Use writing, speaking, and 
observing as major forms of inquiry, 
reflection, and expression in their 
coursework and teaching; 
 
3.6.2 Show an ability to construct 

1. Demonstrate a solid foundation in the arts and 
sciences; 
2. Possess in-depth knowledge of the subject area to be 
taught; 
 



meaning from media and nonprint texts, 
and to assist students in learning these 
processes; 
 

o Incorporate state and national 
learning standards  

 
 

All 8. Know state and national standards, integrate 
curriculum across disciplines, and balance historical and 
contemporary research, theory, and practice; 
 

o Consistently integrate 
authentic individual, group, 
and self assessment into 
instruction  
 

 

4.10 Integrate assessment consistently 
into instruction by: 
 

 Using a variety of formal and 
informal assessment activities 
and instruments to evaluate 
processes and products; 

 Creating regular opportunities 
to use a variety of ways to 
interpret and report 
assessment methods and 
results to students, parents, 
administrators, and other 
audiences; 

 

12. Use multiple and authentic forms of assessment to 
analyze teaching and student learning and to plan 
curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of 
individual students 

o Appeal to the range of student 
interests, backgrounds, and 
abilities through a similar 
range of instructional 
strategies, texts, and subject 
matter  

 

3.2.1 Use their understanding of the 
influence of language and visual images 
on thinking and composing in their own 
work and in their teaching; 
 
4.8 Engage students in making meaning 
of texts through personal response; 
 
 

10. Apply a variety of teaching strategies to develop a 
positive teaching-learning environment where all 
students are encouraged to achieve their highest 
potential; 
 

o Gear instruction so students 
can actively use critical 
thinking and relevant reading, 
viewing, writing, speaking and 
listening skills to construct 
conceptual knowledge of the 
three English strands  

 

2.4 Use practices designed to assist 
students in developing habits of critical 
thinking and judgment; 
 
3.1.1 Use knowledge of students' 
language acquisition and development as 
a basis for designing appropriate 
learning activities that promote student 
learning; 
 
3.1.2 Demonstrate how reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, viewing, and thinking 
are interrelated in their own learning and 
in their students’ learning of ELA; 
 
3.2.2 Use writing, speaking, and 
observing as major forms of inquiry, 
reflection, and expression in their 
coursework and teaching; 
 

1. Demonstrate a solid foundation in the arts and 
sciences; 
2. Possess in-depth knowledge of the subject area to be 
taught; 
3. Understand how students learn and develop; 
 

o Make meaningful and creative 
connections between the 
classroom and culture and 
society  

2.5 Make meaningful connections 
between the ELA curriculum and 
developments in culture, society, and 
education; 
 
 

11. Foster understanding of and respect for individuals’ 
abilities, disabilities and diversity of variations of 
ethnicity, culture, language, gender, age, class, and sexual 
orientation. 
12. Use multiple and authentic forms of assessment to 
analyze teaching and student learning and to plan 
curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of 
individual students.  



UNIT PLAN RUBRIC 

 









Lesson Plan Rubric 

 





Classroom Management Statement 



 


