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Literacy ... is as much 

about 

ideologies, identities  

and values as it is about codes and skills. 

Allan Luke 

 

Texts have designs on us. 

--Hilary Janks 

 

Course Description: AED 441 integrates the teaching of literature and other texts and critical literacy. Lesson 

planning, instructional strategies and teaching with educational standards are emphasized, as are theory and related 

strategies for helping students apply critical reading and writing skills to a range of literacy genres and levels of 

interpretation. In this course, students are engaged in analyzing their personal response to texts as ways to connect 

such responses to other larger meanings and critical stances. In their work together, students will continue to develop 

their knowledge of, and ability to use, varied teaching applications informed by the effect of multiple literary 

theories and criticism on reading and interpretive approaches. 

 

Critical literacy calls for transformations of students’ and teachers’ ideas and lives by opening up the assumptions 

which are embedded in culture and discourse to critique and change. A focus on critical literacy encourages 

questioning texts (written, visual, spoken, multimedia, performance, etc.) specifically examining the relationships 

among texts, language, power, social groups and social practices. In a broad sense, this means understanding that all 

texts are representational. A critical literacy examines the meaning of these representations within and between 

texts, the work that texts do in the contexts in which they are read, Critical readers question and may challeng the 

ways in which and for what purposes texts have been constructed. Examples of these questions include: How does 

the text position readers? Who does this positioning benefit? Who does it ignore? How might these roles be 

changed? A critical literacy is emancipatory; it encourages readers to read not only the word, but also the world.  

 

*** 

 

 

 AED 441 Methods of Teaching Literature and Critical Literacy 

Spring, 2011, T/TH 2:50-4:05 

OM  G17 

SUNY College at Cortland 

*** 

Karen Stearns, Ph.D. Instructor 

114B OM, x2072 

Office Hours: T/Th 1:00-2:30 

karen.stearns@cortland.edu 

stearns.karen@yahoo.com 

Follow me (sunyprof) on Twitter 

Ning: http://praxis21.ning.com 

Wiki: http://praxis21.pbworks.com 
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Standards: This course meets NCATE/NCTE and SUNY Learning Standards requirements. 
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NCATE/NCTE Standards (AED 441) 
Attitudes: 

2.4  critical thinking and judgment 

2.5  connections to culture and society 

2.6  promotion of arts and humanities  

 

Knowledge: 

3.1.2 reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing, thinking 

3.1.3 impact of cultural, political, economic, social environments on  language 

3.2.2 writing, speaking, observing as forms of inquiry, reflection and  

 expression 

3.2.5 language structure and conventions 

3.3.1 response and interpretation to complext texts 

3.3.2 discover and create meaning from texts 

3.3.3 comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate texts 

3.5.1 knowledge of a broad range of works from US, British and world 

 cultures 

3.7.1 research and theory 

 

Pedagogy: 

4.1 selecting resources 

4.3 make interdsciplinary connections 

4.5 assessment 

4.8 personal response to texts in the context of larger critical stances 

4.9 reading strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SUNY Learning Standards 
1.     Demonstrate a solid foundation in the arts and sciences. 

2. Possess in-depth knowledge of the subject area to be taught;  

3. Demonstrate good moral character;  

4. Understand how students learn and develop;  

5. Manage classrooms structured in a variety of ways to promote a safe learning 

environment;  

6. Know and apply various disciplinary models to manage student 

behavior;  
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Required Texts: 

Appleman.Deborah (2010). Adolescent literacy and the teaching of reading: Lessons for  teachers of literature. 

Urbana, ILL: NCTE.  

Gillesie, Tim. (2010). Doing literary criticism: Helping students engage with challenging texts.  

 Portland, ME: Stenhouse.  

Janks, Hilary. (2010). Literacy and power. New York, NY: Routledge. 

Mellor, B. & O’Neill, M. (2000). Reading stories: Activities and texts for critical reading. 

 Urbana, ILL: NCTE Chalkface Series. 

Olsen, Brad. (2010). Teaching for success: Developing your teacher identity in today’s  classroom. Boulder, CO: 

Paradigm Publishers.  

Stevens, L. & Bean, T. (2007). Critical literacy: Context, research and practice in the K-12  

 classroom. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 

Strongly Suggested:  

Tyson, L. (2006). Critical theory today: A user friendly guide. NY, NY: Routlcdge. 

(You may borrow a copy of Tyson from last spring’s students or from one of Dr. Kim Stone’s students. Ask 

around.) 

 

 

 

Other important online resources: 

Rethinking Schools (http://rethinkingschools.com) 

Teaching Tolerance (http://teachingtolerance.com) 

What is Critical Literacy? (Ira Shor http://www.lesley.edu/journals/jppp/4/shor.html) 

Literary Theory (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literary_theory) 

Literary Theory - Definition (http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Literary_theory) 

7.      Apply a variety of teaching strategies to develop a positive  teaching-

learning environment where all students are  encouraged to achieve their 

highest potential; 

8.      Integrate curriculum among disciplines, and balance     

         historical and contemporary research, theory, and practice; 

9.      Use multiple and authentic forms of assessment to analyze        teaching 

and student learning and to plan curriculum and  instruction to meet the 

needs of individual students;  

10.    Demonstrate sufficient technology skills and the ability to  integrate 

technology into classroom teaching/learning;  

11.     Foster respect for individual’s abilities and disabilities and  an 

understanding and appreciation of variations of ethnicity,  culture, language, 

gender, age, class, and sexual orientation;  

12.    Promote parental involvement and collaborate effectively  with other 

staff, the community, higher education, other  agencies, and cultural 

institutions, as well as parents 

 and other care givers, for the benefit of students; and,  

13.    Continue to develop professionally as reflective practitioners  who are 

committed to on-going scholarly inquiry. 

 

 

 

http://rethinkingschools.com/
http://teachingtolerance.com/
http://www.lesley.edu/journals/jppp/4/shor.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literary_theory
http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Literary_theory
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Introduction to Modern Literary Theory (http://www.kristisiegel.com/theory.htm) 

Purdue U. Writing Lab (intro. to theory: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/01/) 

SparkCharts (Literary Theory: http://sparkcharts.sparknotes.com/lit/literaryterms/section6.php) 

Literary Theory and Criticism: A Directory: http://www.zeroland.co.nz/literary_theory.html) 

Poems, Plays and Prose: A Guide to the Theory of Literary Genres: (http://www.uni-koeln.de/~ame02/ppp.htm) 

Open Yale Courses (Intro to 20th century theory movements--audio or video: 

http://oyc.yale.edu/english/introduction-to-theory-of-literature) 

 

*** 

Course Assignments: 

1. Weekly facilitation/discussion of course readings on class Ning site  (15 pts) 

All students: 4 (minimum) substantive posts per week--2 in each block--(blocks for posting--Mon-Th p.m. & 

 Fri a.m.-Sun. p.m.) to include responses to course readings, assignments, and classroom activity (in 

appropriate forums and on your individual blog) 

All students: 3-4 (minimum) substantive responses to peers’ forum and blog posts 

 

Facilitators*: Post salient content and comment on asssigned reading in the appropriate forum  (that may mean 

you need to create a forum or use an already established one)  

Facilitators: monitor and respond to classmates’ and instructor’s forum/blog posts throughout  the week   

 

*If you are facilitating discussion that week you will post more than 8 times. Prompts for discussion of assigned 

readings must be up with plenty of lead time for discussion of a particular reading on the Ning prior to T/TH class 

meetings. DO NOT post for T meetings later than Monday at noon or for TH meetings later than 7:00 on W 

night.   

 

**A word here about class discussions: One of our goals this semester will be to hone our dicussion skills. Be 

prepared to work on strategies for effective class discussions especially the Socratic Seminar.  

 

2. Socratic Seminar Leadership: (10 pts.) Each TH student leaders will facilitate Socratic seminars. First, leaders 

will post several provocative questions on the NING to help seminar participants prepare for the seminar.  

 

3. Book club: (10 pts.) Each Thursday we’ll share books we’re reading for this course only (not for another class) in 

small groups. Choose serious (literary) fiction and non-fiction on topics of interest, especially to educators. Ask me 

for suggestions. Challenge yourself as a reader; share how you plan to do that on your Ning blog page. Post 

thoughts on your reading there and share it as well in the book club forum. Recommended: Set up a Shelfari or other 

“bookcase” site and be faithful to it. Some day you will be very glad you did. I would give my pinkie (left hand 

only) to have a comprehensive list of the books I’ve read throughout my lifetime. 

 

4. Lesson Plan Development for Critical Reading + Micro-teaching lesson: (15 pts) Informed  

specifically by chapters in Mellor/O’Neill/Patterson and the activities inscribed in the chapters (and of course your 

other readings up to the point of lesson development) create 3 lesson plans (in Taskstream format),  the first on 

expectations (see TofC in Mellor/O’Neill) or intentions, the second on disruptions or confrontations and and the 

third on exploration. Be very specific about your objectives--and confident that they are learning outcomes, not 

activities. For your micro-teaching, prepare peers with any reading(s) they need to do in classes prior to teaching 

your micro-lesson. Plan c. 30 minutes to teach your lesson. Reflect with peers on the effectiveness of the lesson. 

Submit your lesson plan, any materials you used in delivering your lesson, and a written reflection on the lesson’s 

effectiveness to the class wiki. Hard copy in your course folder. See schedule for teaching on our week to week 

syllabus. Note: You cannot reproduce the same lesson one of our “instructors” has taught. IF you choose to 

create a lesson plan on that same chapter and have not created it before teaching takes place, then you must 

focus elsewhere. 

 

5. Reading from multiple theoretical standpoints:  (20 pts.)  Literary criticism is the  application of critical theory 

[ies] to a literary text. Apply 3 of the theories Gillespie (and others)  discuss to a critique of Ship Breaker. First, in c. 

4 pages sketch the different approaches each theory would support. Reference any text we have been reading in this 

http://www.kristisiegel.com/theory.htm
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/01/
http://sparkcharts.sparknotes.com/lit/literaryterms/section6.php
http://www.zeroland.co.nz/literary_theory.html
http://www.uni-koeln.de/~ame02/ppp.htm
http://oyc.yale.edu/english/introduction-to-theory-of-literature
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or any other literature class in this sketch. Then, create 3 lesson plans--each focusing on one of these ways of 

reading this selection.  Again, be sure objectives are focused specifically on learning outcomes, not activities. You 

will share these with your classmates on a class wiki. (hard copy in your course folder) 

 

6. Sequencing instruction with a focus on critical literacy: (30 pts) You and/or you and a partner will develop 3 

sequences (2-4 weeks) of  instruction on a narrowed topic. The first will be suggested by reading one of the 

canonical texts you read in high school or that you have observed students in your early field placements reading. 

Your stance, though, will be a critical stance, perhaps not the perspective your teacher or any teacher you’ve 

observed took when presenting that title. Your second will focus on a topic related to social justice (broadly 

conceived) of interest to the local and/or international community. Social action will be an important component of 

this sequence. And your third will focus on introducing literary theory to your students with appropriate rationale, 

text selections and activities. Your plan for instruction will include the essential critical question (s) your students 

will be investigating, an expanded text set to include fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama, media, etc. and focused 

reading lessons (textual practices) that will support students’ developing a critical stance toward the topic/questions 

under discussion. Your lessons, (which will be abbreviated) and culminating activity(ies)/assessment(s) should 

demonstrate a keen understanding of critical practice and ways in which contemporary literary and media literacy 

theories inform reading for this sequence. You will share these text sets and lesson plans on the class wiki. 

 

*** 

 

Attendance: Simply, coming to every class is a critical requirement for your success in this course. It is 

impossible to make up work in 441 a collaborative reading community that meets for just 2 1/2 hours each week 

to learn, teach and grow together. Absences will be tolerated only in case of a true emergency. Emergencies do 

happen of course. And they happen to your instructor as well. If that is the case and you must miss a class, please get 

in touch with me as soon as possible to clarify the reason for your absence and seek guidance about how to prepare 

for the next class meeting. Please do not come late to class or ask to leave early. And please be sure that your 

409 work in the field does not compromise your ability to be in class on T/Th’s at 2:50.  Please note: Unless 

 

 
Useful Timeline for Literary Criticism* 
 

 • Moral Criticism, Dramatic Construction (~360 BC-present) 

 • Formalism, New Criticism, Neo-Aristotelian Criticism (1930s-

present) 

 • Psychoanalytic Criticism, Jungian Criticism(1930s-present) 

 • Marxist Criticism (1930s-present) 

 • Reader-Response Criticism (1960s-present) 

 • Structuralism/Semiotics (1920s-present) 

 • Post-Structuralism/Deconstruction (1966-present) 

 • New Historicism/Cultural Studies (1980s-present) 

 • Post-Colonial Criticism (1990s-present) 

 • Feminist Criticism (1960s-present) 

 • Gender/Queer Studies (1970s-present) 
 

N.B. These periods overlap of course. 
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you have a doctor’s excuse, missing more than two classes this semester will affect your 

grade adversely. 
 

 

A Note about Professional Dispositions: Our program takes the professional dispositions 

teacher candidates acquire and routinely display very seriously. Attached is a useful document, 

the Professional Dispositions Policy, to guide your work in the AEN program. Please read. If 

you have questions about anything in this policy statement, please raise them with your 

instructors. Professional dress is required in 441.  
 

Office of Student Disability Services: Any student requesting academic accommodations based 

on a disability is required to register with the Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS). A 

letter of verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from the OSDS. Please be 

sure that the letter is delivered to me as early in the semester as possible. OSDS is located in Van 

Hoesen Hall, Room B-1 and is open 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., M-F. Their phone number is (607) 

753-2066.  

 

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  

The College is an academic community whose mission is to promote scholarship through the 

acquisition, preservation and transmission of knowledge. Fundamental to this goal is the 

institution's dedication to academic integrity. This academic community takes seriously its 

responsibilities regarding academic honesty. In this setting all members of the institution have 

an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards. Plagiarism, a form of academic 

dishonesty, involves incorporating the words or thoughts of another into one’s original writing 

without proper documentation. Common examples include submitting a paper by another 

student; failing to document properly paraphrased, summarized or directly quoted material: or 

subtly altering the diction and content of a source author without documentation. The minimal 

consequences for plagiarism will be a “0” grade for the assignment and most likely for the 

course. Students should consult the College Handbook (see Chapter 340 beginning on page 50) 

for full details of SUNY Cortland’s policy on academic dishonesty. 

 
*** 

 

Our Work Together--Notes on Class Process 

• Each week, two facilitators work together to post prompts on class readings to the appropriate  forums. 

• Blogging is an activity separate from forum responses to class readings. Both blog and forum  posts and 

responses to classmates’ posts count in the weekly Ning facilitation/discussion  grade.  

• Our book club meets every Tuesday. Credit for book club is earned by being prepared in class  on Tuesday’s and 

in Ning posts throughout the period you are reading a particular title.  Substantive responses to classmates’ 

posts count equally. 

• Conscientious preparation for class demonstrates your professionalism. View preparation as  

         one of the dispositions you strive to perfect. 

•  Contributing to the classroom community is another very important professional disposition. 

          Participation in that community is a requirement of the course.  

•  Our schedule is subject to change --- additions, deletions -- with plenty of notice. Any   

  syllabus is always negotiated and negotiable especially as timely opportunities present  

 themselves 
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Week Reading/Writing Assignments Due Facilitators 
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Week Reading/Writing Assignments Due Facilitators 

1/25 & 1/27 Teacher Identity 
Formation 

Theorizing Practice 
 

read 
Teaching for Success,  

Olsen 1, 2 
Socratic Seminars: 

http://www.learnnc.or
g/lp/pages/4994 

 
http://www.ncte.org/li
brary/NCTEFiles/Res
ources/Journals/VM/0

182-
dec2010/VM0182Chi

cken.pdf 
 

http://www.ncte.org/li
brary/NCTEFiles/Res
ources/Journals/EJ/0

995-
may2010/EJ0995Fier

ce.pdf 
 

http://www.learnnc.or
g/lp/pages/4994 
(online guide to 

Socratic Seminar) 
 

http://www.ncte.org/li
brary/NCTEFiles/Res
ources/Journals/EJ/1

001-
sep2010/EJ1001Expl

oring.pdf 
 

Writing: Ning Posts 
 
 
 

 

Assignments?  
Who Said That? 

 
Preservice Teachers 
Planning for Critical 
Literacy Teaching 

English Education, July 
‘10 

 
For TH--Ponder: 

How/why do we become 
the teachers we are? Who 

sings in the chorus of 
voices (p.48) that have 

influenced and are 
continuing to influence 

your own teacher identity 
How do we come to 

embrace the beliefs we 
protect fiercely against  

any challenges to them? 
Challenge common sense 

practice 
ourselves?Commit to the 
pedagogies we choose? 
Limn those interpretive 

frames Olsen references? 
 

And think about talk and 
how it happens in 

classrooms you’ve been 
in and visited as an 

observer. How do you 
want it to happen in your 
own classroom? As you 
read the articles, what 
commonalities do you 
find--focus in on where 
you see consensus in 

your Ning post. 
 
 
 

Book Club  
2:50-3:05 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For TH--book club 
make a selection 

 
All of Us 

 
Kyle 

Julie B 
Alyssa 

Heather 
Casey 
Mark 
Kaylin 

Melissa 
Brittany 
Julie H 

Charlotte 
Katelyn 
Tonya 

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4994
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4994
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/VM/0182-dec2010/VM0182Chicken.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/VM/0182-dec2010/VM0182Chicken.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/VM/0182-dec2010/VM0182Chicken.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/VM/0182-dec2010/VM0182Chicken.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/VM/0182-dec2010/VM0182Chicken.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/VM/0182-dec2010/VM0182Chicken.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4994
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4994
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/1001-sep2010/EJ1001Exploring.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/1001-sep2010/EJ1001Exploring.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/1001-sep2010/EJ1001Exploring.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/1001-sep2010/EJ1001Exploring.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/1001-sep2010/EJ1001Exploring.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/1001-sep2010/EJ1001Exploring.pdf
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Week Reading/Writing Assignments Due Facilitators 

2/1 & 2/3 
 

Lesson taught by 
job candidate #1 

(TH) 

Teacher Identity 
Formation and Critical 

Practice 
 

Olsen, 3 (T), 6* (TH) 
Janks, 1 (T) 

Gillespie, Intro (T) 
Appleman, 3 (T) 

Stevens/Bean, 1* (TH) 
 

http://www.ncte.org/library
/NCTEFiles/Resources/Jo

urnals/EJ/0995-
may2010/EJ0995Fierce.p

df 
(TH) 

 

 
*********** 

Writing: NING posts 

 

T--Continue to think about 
how a teacher identity is 
established. What can 
you assume about the 
shape Tim Gillespie’s 
identity as an English 

teacher takes from 
reading only his book’s 

intro? 
 

As you read Janks (T), 
Appleman (T) and 
Stevens/Bean (TH) 

think about--what does it 
mean to enact a critical 

practice? 
What does Janks mean 

by her reference to a 
pedagogy of 

reconstruction (p. 19). 
What do Janks and 

Appleman have to say to 
one another? Anything? 

 
Book Club 
2:50-3:05 

 
Ning Facilitators: 
Katelyn/Melissa 

1/25-2/2 
 
 

Socratic Seminar* 
Facilitators: 

Julie B/Charlotte 
2/3 

 
 
*readings to prepare for 

Socratic Seminar 

http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0995-may2010/EJ0995Fierce.pdf
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Week Reading/Writing Assignments Due Facilitators 

2/8 & 2/10 
 
 

Lesson taught by 
job candidate #2 

(T) 

Teacher as Reader & 
Reading Teacher 

 
 
 

Mellor, 1 (T) 
Olsen, 4 (T) 
Janks, 2 (T) 

Gillespie, 1 (Th)* 
Stevens/Bean, 2, 3  

(TH)* 
 

***************** 
Writing: NING posts  

Lesson plan for 
Mellor--either based 

on ch 1 or 2 
DUE: on appropriate 
wiki page on 2/11 or 

2/18 
Note: you have a 

choice here whether 
you will create the 
plan in the week of 

2/7 or in the week of 
2/14. 

T--As you read reflect on 
the role English teachers 

play in mediating 
students’ experiences of 

literature 
 

T--Reading the Short 
Story: A Critical Practice 

micro-teaching (ch. 1 
Mellor, et. al.) 

Brittany/Tonya 
 

As you read Olsen (4 TH) 
continue to  reflect on the 

influencs that have 
shaped your teaching 

project. Interrogate those 
influences. In light of 

these influences is there 
any way in which schools 

operate to produce a 
normative subject? 

Explain Janks’ 
conceptualizations of 
language/power as 

constituted by access, 
diversity, design, 

domination 
 
 

Book Club 
2:50-3:05 

Ning Facilitators: 
Julie H/Casey 

2/3-2/9 
 
 

Socratic Seminar* 
Facilitators: 

Kyle/Heather 
2/10 

 
 

*readings to prepare for 
Socratic Seminar 
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Week Reading/Writing Assignments Due Facilitators 

2/15 & 2/17 Language and Power 
Christensen, pp. 208-227 

(T) 
Janks, 3 (T) 

Mellor, et. al. 2 (T) 
 
 

Reading & Response 
Appleman, 1, 2, 4 (TH)* 

Gillespie, 2 (TH)* 
 

Lesson plan for 
Mellor--either based 

on ch 1 or 2 
DUE: on appropriate 

wiki page on 2/18 

T--Reading the Short 
Story: A Critical Practice 

micro-teaching (ch. 2 
Mellor, et. al.) 

Melissa/Kaylin 
 

Both Janks and 
Christensen are 

interested in language 
and power. Where can 
you make connections 
between them? Pay 

particular attention to the 
italicized terms in Janks, 3 
and the ways in which the 
ex. Christensen uses in 

her tea party section 
speak to Janks. 

 
 
 
 

Book Club:  
2:50 - 3:05 

Ning Facilitators: 
Mark/Brittany 

2/10-2/16 
 

Socratic Seminar* 
Facilitators: 

Alyssa/Tonya 
 

*=content for SS 

2/22 & 2/24 Reading Gender 
Appleman reading from 

Critical Encounters in HS 
English (Handout) 

Tyson, ch 4 (T) 

Gillespie, 5, 10 (T) 
Mellor, 3 (T) 

Appleman, 6 (Th)* 
 
 
 

Frankie Landau 
Banks* due on 2/24 

 
A number of students 
have Tyson from Kim 
Stone’s classes and 

from 441 last 
semester. If you can 

borrow one, that 
would be ideal. 

T--Reading the Short 
Story: A Critical Practice 

micro-teaching (ch. 3 
Mellor, et. al.) 

Alyssa/Katelyn 
 

How do feminist theorists 
approach texts? What 

general list of questions 
can you cull from our 
readings that support 

feminist readings of texts? 
How does this theoretical 

lens alter your view of 
texts other than print texts 
that you are exposed to 

every day? 
 
 

Book Club: 
2:50 - 3:05 

Ning Facilitators: 
Charlotte/Julie B 

2/17-2/23 
 
 

Socratic Seminar* 
Facilitators: 
Mark/Julie H 

2/10 
 
 

*readings to prepare for 
Socratic Seminar 
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Week Reading/Writing Assignments Due Facilitators 

3/1 & 3/3 Reading Critically: 
Cementing 

Understandings 
Stevens/Bean, 4 (T) 

Mellor, 4 (T) 
Gillespie, 3 (T) 

Christensen, pp. 162-68* 
(TH) 

Janks, 4 (TH)* 

 
 

http://www.ncte.org/journa
ls/vm/issues/v17-2 (read 

the Dec. ’09 issue of VM) 

(TH)* 
 
 

Lesson plan for 
Mellor--either based 

on ch 3 or 4 
DUE: on appropriate 

wiki page on 3/4 

T--Reading the Short 
Story: A Critical Practice 

micro-teaching (ch. 4 
Mellor, et. al.) 

Casey/Heather 
 

Where are we on the 
continuum from passive to 
active meaning maker of 
texts? What new ways of 
thinking about texts are 
you developing? What 

does Janks mean when 
she says discourses 

speak (through) us. What 
does she mean when she 

says texts are 
instantiations of 

discourses? How are you 
continuing to define praxis 

for yourself? 
What are your plans for 

your social justice 
sequence of instruction? 

 
 

 Book Club:  
2:50-3:05 

Ning  Facilitators:  
Kaylin/Kyle 

2/10- 
 
 

Socratic Seminar 
Facilitators: 

Brittany/Julie H 
 

*readings for SS 

3/8 & 3/10 Reading Race 
Mellor, 5 (T) 
Janks, 5 (T) 

Appleman, 5 (T) 
Other reading TBA 

 
Introducing Octavian 
Nothing (first 1/3)* 

 
Final Lesson Plan--for 

Mellor, ch. 5 due on 3/10 

 

T--Reading the Short 
Story: A Critical Practice 

micro-teaching (ch. 5 
Mellor, et. al.) 

Julie B/Charlotte 
 
 

Ning Facilitators: 
Heather/Tonya 

 
Socratic Seminar 

Facilitators: 
Casey/Melissa 

 

 

 

Spring Break  

finish Octavian Nothing for  

http://www.ncte.org/journals/vm/issues/v17-2
http://www.ncte.org/journals/vm/issues/v17-2
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3/24 

Sequence of Instruction on social justice topics due on 3/29 
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