
SUNY College at Cortland 
 English Department 
 AED 310-701: Writing in Social Studies 
 
 
Course Information Professor Information 
Credit hours: 3      Professor Lattimore 
Semester/Year: Spring 2011  Email: lattimore@cortland.edu 
Location: Moffett 209 Office: Learning Commons 
Time: MW 4:25-5:40   Hours: MW 2:00-2:50 and 
  by appointment 
  
            
Required Texts 
Handbook for Writers, 9th ed. Lynn Quitman Troyka 
3-ring binder with readings plus material printed from eLearning 
Two works from the New York State Recommended Reading List.  Choose between All 

Quiet on the Western Front and Animal Farm for fiction and Hiroshima and 
Founding Brothers for non-fiction. 

 
You will also need two pocket folders.  
  
Course Description 
Writing in Social Studies requires student engagement in the various stages of the 
writing process while exploring, through readings and practice, the appropriate role of 
grammar and writing in the Social Studies curriculum.    
**Prerequisite: CPN 101 or 103 
 
Note: This course is designed specifically for Secondary Social Studies majors.   
 
Course Goals and Objectives 
By the end of this course, students should be able to perform the following tasks: 
     --Utilize critical thinking and judgment                       
     --Take an informed stance on the role of grammar in the Social Studies Curriculum 
     --Design writing assignments to prepare students for DBQ’s and Regents exams.      
     --Design and utilize quantitative assessment forms for evaluating student writing. 
     --Exhibit understanding of the writing process                                   
     --Demonstrate respect for and understanding of diversity in language use   
     --Use a wide range of strategies to produce different forms of written discourse for an   
             academic audience. 
     --Apply editing skills to written work. 
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Course Policies 
    
Attendance 
All students are expected to be in class with all work prepared every class period.  
Attendance is particularly important on peer review days. Much of the preparatory work 
for written assignments is done in class in collaborative groups, so students miss a 
great deal if they are absent.  Although attendance per se is not graded, the daily grade 
average partially depends on attendance. 
 
Class Participation 
Every student needs to participate in class frequently.  It seems selfish for students to 
sit silently soaking up what others have to say without contributing anything to the 
learning community themselves.  We will work hard to create an atmosphere of respect 
that is conducive to honest, open discussion.                                                              
 
NOTE: Please turn off cell phones during class. 
 
Assignments 
Students are responsible for making up work that they have missed because of 
absence, and absence is not an acceptable excuse for lack of preparation for class 
(students can consult the syllabus, both in hard copy and in eLearning). 
Homework is expected to be completed and submitted on time, at the beginning of 
class. Late work (anything handed in after the due date) will lose a letter grade.  
Reading Logs will be collected periodically throughout the semester.  Each student is 
expected to read carefully and respond conscientiously to each assignment (indicated in 
the syllabus by **). Log entries may be distributed for discussion or editing purposes, so 
anyone who wishes to remain anonymous should write his/her name on the back of the 
entry, rather than on the front. All students should actively engage with the assigned 
readings and are expected to have a basic understanding of the readings when they 
come to class.  Here are some questions to think about answering in the log: 
 
 --What is confusing?  Why?  What makes sense? Why? 

--How does your personal experience relate to what you are reading? 
 --How does the reading relate to other things you have read? 
 --Do you agree or disagree with the author’s claims? Why? 
 --How has the reading changed your thinking? 
 
Sometimes students may be asked to react to something that happened in a previous 
class.  Log entries will be evaluated on the number and length of the entries, as well as 
on the level of engagement and insight.  Remember that summarizing a reading is NOT 
the same as responding.  Log entries require response. 
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Writing Projects are a major portion of the grade in this course.  There will be three 
major projects.  Each of these projects will be written in stages, and each student will be 
given several opportunities for serious revision before receiving a final grade. Each 
assignment is due, with all its parts, before I leave campus on the due date. Late papers 
will receive a letter grade penalty.                          
 
All assignments, including reading log entries, must be word processed using 
Courier New or Arial 12 point font. 
 
Evaluation of Student Performance 
The grade for the course will be computed as follows: 
 
                                   Assignments 20% 
                                   Reading Log 10% 
                                   Daily Grade 10% 
                                   Writing Project #1 20% 
                                   Writing Project #2 20% 
                                   DBQ Project      20% 
 
Group work and peer review comprise the daily grade portion of the course.  This work 
will be marked pass or no credit.  The daily grade average will be computed as a 
percentage of work passed in relation to the number of activities assigned.   
 
eLearning 
The syllabus and some of the readings for this course are posted on eLearning.  You 
will be required to print out these readings.  In addition, if class should be cancelled, 
check eLearning; you will be required to complete the assignment for the missed class 
there, as instructed.  If you are ill and miss class, you should submit your assignment 
electronically in eLearning. 
 
Plagiarism 
Any time one borrows the words or the ideas of others, the borrowed material must be 
properly acknowledged, or documented.  Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism, a form 
of academic dishonesty. Anyone caught plagiarizing will fail this course and will not be 
able to student teach if s/he has not already done so.  The College Handbook contains 
full details of SUNY Cortland’s policy on academic dishonesty. 
 
Accommodation Policy 
Students with disabilities may request accommodations by contacting the Office of 
Student Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or by calling 753-2066 for 
an appointment.  Information regarding disabilities will be treated in a confidential 
manner.  Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for 
accommodations should be made as early as possible. 
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Web Sources: 
Assembly for the Teaching of English Grammar: 
 <http://www.pct.edu/courses/evavra/ATEG> 
English achievement in high school classrooms: 
     <http://www.cela.albany.edu> 
Grammar Girl: <http://webwitch.dreamhost.com/grammar.girl/> 
NCTE: <http://www.ncte.org>    
New York State Education Dept. <http://www.emsc.nysed.gov> 
Purdue on-line writing lab: <http://www.owl.trc.purdue.edu/resources.html> 
Professor Charles Darling and Capital Community College’s Guide to Grammar and 

Writing: <http://webster.commnet.edu/sensen/> 
Help with rubrics: www.rubistar.com 
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 Course Schedule and Activities 
 AED 310-701, Spring  2011 
 
JAN 
 
24 Introduction and course overview: purpose and rationale, rhetorical and 

grammatical theory, practical applications.  Discuss reading list, notebook, 
eLearning, and reading log.  

 
26 Read notebook section on rhetorical modes, Galbraith essay, and Thoreau 

paragraph, pp. R 1-4; Social Studies standards, pp. S 1-10.  Discuss reading log 
#1 (see notebook p. H 7). 

 
 In class: worksheet. 
 
 DUE: Novel selection. Begin reading. 
 
31 Read notebook articles by **Pooley, **Pattison, **Schnaiberg, and **Roy pp. R 5-

18; Grammar Gram p. P 3. Notebook check. 
 

DUE: Mode analysis of today’s readings. Use worksheet from last class as a 
model. 

 
FEB 
 
2 Read notebook article by **Andrews and “Who’s Doing the Work?” pp. R 19-22; 

“General Pointers” & “Ten Basic Rules” pp. P 1-2. Read Troyka chapter 2 
(essential processes for academic writing). 

 
 In class: Discuss prompts. 
 

DUE: Justification of novel selection, description of writing assignment (see 
sample in notebook, p. H 1).  See writing project overview in notebook, pp. H 2-3. 

 
7 Read Troyka chapter 13 (usage glossary). 
 
     In class: VARK 
 

For group work:  Initial draft of your pre-writing activity (prompt) for writing 
assignment #1.  

 
DUE: From the usage glossary in Troyka, select five items you were unaware of 
or have had difficulty with in the past. Include 2 homonym pairs. 
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9 Discuss new reading log assignment. See notebook, p. H 8. 
 
     DUE: Revised essay assignment and pre-writing prompt.  
 

In class: Discuss revision guides and self-assessment forms (see samples in 
notebook pp. A 1, 3-4.) 

 
      DUE: Reading log #1 (5 entries) 
 
14 Read notebook section on “Parts of Speech,” and information on prepositions, 

pp. G 1-5, G 7.  
 
 In class: worksheet. 
 

For peer review : First draft of writing assignment #1 with a set of revision level 
questions (see sample in notebook, p. A 3-4). **Write a log entry reflecting on 
what you learned during this peer review and how you plan to revise your paper. 
  

16 Read notebook section on verbs, pp. G 1, 8-12; also, p. H 10. Bring your novel 
with you to class (for use in group work).  Read **Troyka chapter 15 (verbs).  

 
 In class: Discuss editing (see pp. A 5-7 in notebook). 
 
 DUE: List of 5 usage problems with definitions and examples. 

 
21 Read notebook section on nouns and pronouns, pp. G 2, 13-14; also, Grammar 

Gram pp. P 4-5. Read **Troyka chapters 16 & 17 (pronouns and agreement).  
Bring your novel with you to class. 

 
In class: Scaffolded exercise (pronouns), practice editing.  

 
DUE: Write a review of your novel using the Lord of the Flies assignment in the 
notebook, p. H 11, as a model. 

 
23 Read in your notebook “coordinating conjunctions,” p. G 3; also, “Background 

information on The Pearl,” compound sentence  models, and scaffolded 
exercises, pp. G 16-18.  Read Troyka  pp. 293-4 [14i] (conjunctions).  

 
In class: Discuss analytical grading scales (see samples in notebook, pp. A 8-
11). 
        
DUE: Second draft of writing assignment #1 plus revised revision guide with 
editing level questions added.  After peer review I will collect this assignment. 
**After you receive my feedback, write a log entry reflecting on how you intend to 
revise your work  
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28 Read worksheets on coordinating conjunctions, pp. G 19-20 in your notebook.  
 

In class: Scaffolded exercises on compound sentences.  Bring your novel with 
you to class. 

 
 DUE: Analytical grading scale (see samples in your notebook). 
 
MAR 
 
2 Read notebook worksheets on parallelism, pp. G 21-22, and **Troyka chapter 10 

(parallelism).   
 
 In class: Discuss revisions to analytical grading scales. 
 

For peer review: Final revision of writing assignment #1 (with assignment, pre-
writing activity prompt and completed activity, a revison/editing guide, and an 
analytical grading scale).  Include and identify at least one compound sentence 
and one parallel structure; also include usage items as required by your writing 
assignment.   
 

 DUE:  Choose non-fiction book and begin reading. 
 

7 Read **Troyka chapters 20 (comma splices, fused sentences), 25 (semi-colons), 
26 (colons). Read notebook section on comma splices and colons, pp. G 23-25. 
Group work. 

 
DUE: Scaffolded exercises on parallel structure.  Reading Log #2 (9 entries)  

   
9 Read notebook section on fragments, pp. G 26-28, and G 3, 5.  Read **Troyka 

chapter 19 (fragments). Discuss new reading log assignment p. H 9. Discuss 
writing assignment #2, p H 5.  

 
DUE: Final draft of writing assignment #1, all parts (see assignment, pp. H 2-3).  
 

Spring Break 
      
21 Read sample regents exams, pp. S 11-30. **Write a log entry (to use in class 

discussion and group work) about preparing students for these writing tasks. 
Note the difference between the thematic essays and the DBQ’s.  

 
DUE: Justification of non-fiction selection (see notebook, p. H 1) and description 
of writing assignment #2. See notebook pp. H 5 for writing project overview and 
assignment; include and identify a compound sentence, a parallel structure, and 
colon or semi-colon in your justification or description. 
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23 Read notebook p. G 29 on fixing comma splices and fragments. 
 

For group work: Choose 5 more usage problems and 2 homonym pairs. Bring 
this list along with a pre-writing activity prompt for assignment #2.   
  

28 Discuss DBQ assignment (see notebook pp. H 13-14). Group work on designing 
instructions for organizing assignment #2.   

 
 In class: editing workshop. 
 

DUE: Revision of pre-writing activity prompt, list of usage problems. 
 
30 Read sample 8th grade exams. Prepare to discuss the Huck Finn essay 

assignment (notebook p. G 31). Also bring a draft of your organizational 
instructions for assignment #2.  

 
Group work: Scaffolded exercises on colons and semi-colons (bring your book). 
 

APR 
 
4 Group work, practice editing.  
 

For peer review: Bring revised essay assignment, revision level questions, and 
revised pre-writing activity. 

 
 DUE: List of 5 usage problems and 2 homonym pairs with definitions and 
 examples. 
 
6 Review comma rules. 
 
 Group work: Scaffolded exercises on commas (bring your book). 
 
 DUE:  DBQ drafts. 

**Write a log entry reflecting on the feedback you receive from me on this 
assignment. 

             
11  Review rubrics in your notebook, pp. A 12-14.   
 
 Group work: editing exercise.  
 
13 Discuss DBQ’s. 
 
 Editing workshop.**Write a log entry for next time reflecting on this workshop (8th 
 grade DBQ) 
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18 Editing workshop.  
 

For peer review: First draft of writing assignment #2 with revision checklist. 
**Write a log entry reflecting on how you intend to revise your essay and 
checklist based on the feedback you received from peer review. 

 
20 Editing workshop. Bring a draft of your rubric for group work. 
 
 DUE: DBQ. 
 
25 Discuss DBQ’s.  Discuss chapter test p. H12. 
 

For peer review: Second draft of writing assignment #2 with revised revision 
checklist including editing prompts. **Write a log entry reflecting upon this 
feedback. 

 
27 Write DBQ essay in class. 
 
 DUE: Reading log #3 (6 entries). 
 
MAY 
 
2 Editing workshop.  
 
 DUE: Design a chapter test for your book based on the unit test for The Pearl 
 (see your notebook p. H 12). Answer the questions. 
 
4 Group work: Editing and scaffolded exercise review. 
 

DUE: Final draft of writing assignment #2 with assignment, completed pre-writing 
activity, revision/editing guide, and rubric attached. 

 
9 Final discussion:  the place of grammar and writing instruction in the social 

studies classroom; the connections between literature and history; consideration 
of learning styles, modifications, and dialect in designing assignments; 
application of these principles to DBQ’s and regents exam essays. 

 
 DUE: List of suggestions (see p. H 15). 
 
?? Pick up folders. 


