
SUNY Cortland 
Department of International Communications and Culture 
ESL 403: Second Language Testing and Assessment 
 
ESL 403 (3 credit hours)   Office: 225D Old Main  
Spring, 2010    Telephone: 753-4303 (dept.); 753-2022  
T 4:20-6:50; OM 229   E-mail: templec@cortland.edu  
Instructor: Codruta Temple  Office Hours: TR 1-2:30; W 2-4  
 
*Required Text: Law, B. & Eckes, M. (2007). Assessment and ESL: An Alternative 

Approach. Portage & Main Press. 
 *Additional reading materials will be provided in class. 
 
Course Objectives: 1) to familiarize students with the purposes of assessment of English 

Language Learners (ELLs) 
 2) to develop students’ ability to design standards-based classroom 

assessment instruments 
 3) to raise students’ awareness of the ways in which the information 

yielded by various formal and informal measures can be used to make 
instructional decisions for ELLs 

 
Course Catalog Description: Provides a theoretical and practical understanding of current 
views of second language testing; investigates the various forms of testing and assessment in 
general, as well as in the each of the four skill areas: reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 
Pre-requisites: ESL 300 and 301.  
 
Course Expectations: Students are expected to come to class prepared, with all their readings 
and assignments done, so they can participate in discussions and in the in-class development of 
assessment instruments. Participation will be graded in each class. Late assignments are not 
acceptable.  
 
Attendance Policy: Given the structure of the course, attendance is of utmost importance. There 
will be no consequences for the first absence from class; however, each additional absence will 
diminish students’ participation grade by one point.  
 
Student Disability Services: 
 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you are a 
student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of 
Disability Services located in B-1 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. 
Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. Because many 
accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early 
as possible. Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to determine 
their appropriateness to this setting. 
 



Academic Integrity:  
 
Please refer to the code of student conduct for SUNY Cortland’s policy on academic integrity. 
 
Evaluation: 
 

• Attendance and participation  15% 
• Homework assignments (7)  35% 
• Midterm    10% 
• Quiz       5% 
• Assessment portfolio   10% 
• Final paper    25%   

 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
 
 A+ =  98 -100%  C+ =  77 - 79.9%  E = 59.9% or less 
 A =  94 - 97.9%  C =  73 - 76.9% 
 A- =  90 - 93.9%  C- =  70 - 72.9% 
 B+ =  87 - 89.9%  D+ = 67 - 69.9% 
 B = 83 - 86.9%  D =  63 – 66.9% 
 B- =  80 - 82.9%  D- = 60 – 62.9% 
 
Tentative Schedule: 
 
Jan. 26  Course introduction: What do we need to know about our students? Why?   
  How can we find out? 
 
Feb. 2  Testing versus Alternative Forms of Assessment 
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 2 
 
Feb. 9  Identification and Placement of ELLs 
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 3 
 
Feb.16  Assessing Emergent Literacy 
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 4 (pp. 98-113) 
  Homework assignment #1 due 
 
Feb. 23 Assessing Spelling Development 
  Homework assignment #2 due 
 
March 2 Midterm 
 
March 9 Standards and standard-based assessment 
 
March 16 No class. Spring break 



 
March 23 Assessment instruments  
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 6 
 
March 30 Assessing Oral Language Development 
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 5 (pp. 115-123) 
  Homework assignment #3 due  
 
April 6  Assessing Reading Development 
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 5 (pp. 123-130) 
  Homework assignment #4 due  
 
April 13 Assessing Writing Development 
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 5 (pp. 130-146) 
  Homework assignment #5 due 
 
April 20 Exiting 
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 7 
  Quiz 
  Homework assignment # 6 due 
   
April 27 Presenting Information to Stakeholders 
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 9 
  Homework assignment #7 due  
 
May 4  Portfolio Presentations 
  Portfolios due 
 
May 11 Making the Change (or, Making a Difference) 
  Law & Eckes, Chapter 11 
  Final Paper due 
 
 
 
Description of assignments: 
 

1) Homework Assignments. You will be required to design and assemble seven sets of 
assessment instruments and materials to be used for the following purposes: 

• Identification and placement of ELLs 
• Assessing emergent literacy 
• Assessing performance on oral and written tasks 
• Assessing oral language development 
• Assessing reading development 
• Assessing writing development 
• Reporting information to stakeholders 

 Detailed instructions for each assignment will be provided in class.  



 
2) Assessment Portfolio. This portfolio is intended to be your personal bank of assessment 

instruments. Hopefully you will find it useful when you start teaching. Organize your 
portfolio as you develop assessment instruments for (and in) class. Include: 

• A table of contents 
• The NYS-LEP Identification Process flowchart 
• Assessment instruments to be used for identification and placement purposes 
• Instruments and materials for assessing emergent literacy 
• Instruments for assessing oral language development 
• Instruments and materials for assessing reading development 
• Instruments for assessing writing development 
• Materials to be used for reporting information to stakeholders 

 Attach a short paragraph to each assessment instrument explaining: 
• The student population to which it will be administered/its potential audience 
• Its purpose 
• When/how often you will use it 
• Steps in its administration (if applicable) 

 Your portfolio will be graded based on its completeness, the quality of the entries, and 
 the clarity of your explanations. 
 

3) Final Paper. In 8-10 pages, describe the assessment system that you will use when you 
are an ESL teacher in a NYS school. Discuss the following: 

• How you will identify ELLs and make placement decisions for them. Specify the 
state and school-based assessments that you will use, what information each 
assessment will yield, and how you will use it. 

• How you will monitor and assess student progress in the following areas: 
emergent literacy; oral language development; reading development; writing 
development. Specify the classroom-based assessments you will use, the 
information they will yield, and how you will use that information to inform your 
instruction. 

• How you will use information gained from standardized assessments and 
classroom-based assessments to determine whether a student is ready to exit from 
ESL support services. Include a discussion of the merits and limitations of each 
of the two types of assessment. 

• How you will monitor ELLs’ progress once they have been mainstreamed. 
• How you will make sure that all stakeholders receive the information that they 

need.  
 
The midterm exam and the quiz will be based on the material discussed in classes 1-5 and 6-10, 
respectively, and will consist of short answer questions.  


