
SUNY Cortland  
Department of International Communications and Culture ESL 

401 - Methods of Teaching ESL Writing  

 
Credit Hours: 3 Semester: 
Spring -2009  
Day/Time: TUE- THU 10:05-11 :20 AM 
Location: Old Main, room # 229  
Instructor: Dr. Paulo 
Quaglio Phone: 753-2028  

Office Location: Old Main 228-C 
Office Hours:  
TUE/THU: 2:45 PM - 4:45 & by appointment 
WED: 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  
E-mail: paulo.quaglio@cortland.edu  

 

(B) Provides a theoretical and practical grasp of several current views of first and second language writing; investigates diagnostic 
techniques which can be used to identify strategies of non-native writers, and examines materials, teaching methods, and testing 
procedures used in foreign language and English as a Second Language (ESL) classrooms. Prerequisites: ESL 300 and 301. (3 cr. 
hrs.)  

Students in ESL 401 will:  
• Review the major approaches to L2 writing;  
• Be aware of the differences between L 1 and L2 writing;  
• Understand the importance of genre awareness in L2 writing;  
• Be able to critically evaluate commercially-available textbooks; and  
• Design their own writing activities reflecting the material covered in class. •  

1. Graded Assignments: In addition to several in-class activities (e.g .. discussions based on reading assignments, 
textbook critique, development of pedagogical activities), you will have 4 graded assignments based on the reading 
assignments. You will receive specific guidelines to complete these activities.  

2. Final Project. You will receive specific guidelines for this final project which will comprise several writing activities 
in which you will show your understanding of genre, the importance of providing students with model writing samples, 
model analysis, consciousness raising, controlled activities, as well as the integration of grammar in writing instruction.  
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- Final Pro ·eet resentation & discussion  
- Res onding to student writin (I)  Hamer Ch 7  
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3.Class participation *......... ........... .......................................................10  
4.Midterm exam .............................'" ................................................... 20  
5.Graded assignments ..................... ......................................................40 (4@ 10 points each)  
6. Final project......................................................... 30  

* Class participation involves class discussions, in-class exercises, homework, & attendance  
Attendance policy: 0-2 absences = 10; 3 absences = 8; 4 absences = 6; 5 absences = 4 (assuming 100% participation); more than 5 

absences = 0  
Important: More than 8 absences: E for the class  

Grade Breakdown  
A+= 100 A = 
95-99 A- 
=90-94 B+ = 
87 - 89 B = 83 
- 86 B- = 80 - 
82 C+= 77-79 
C = 73-76 C- 
= 70-72 
D+=67-69 
D = 63 - 66  
Course Attendance Policy (Additional information)  
Please see section 410.12 of the College Handbook---accessible on the SUNY Cortland web site under Administration Offices, then 
President.  

References:  
Hyland, K. (2003). Second language writing. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Harmer, J. (2004). How to teach writing. Harlow, England: Longman.  

Student Disability Services  
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of 

the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  

If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall 

or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. Because many accommodations require early 

planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as possible. Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to 

determine their appropriateness to this setting.  

Academic Integrity  
Please refer to the complete policy on academic integrity in Chapter 340 (page 51) of the College Handbook (accessible on the SUNY 
Cortland web site under Administrative Offices, then President)  
340.01 STATEMENT OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
The College is an academic community whose mission is to promote scholarship through the acquisition. preservation and transmission of 
knowledge. Fundamental to this goal is the institution's dedication to academic integrity. Providing an atmosphere that promotes honesty and 
the free exchange of ideas is the essence of academic integrity. In this setting all members of the institution have an obligation to uphold high 
intellectual and ethical standards.  
It is the responsibility of the faculty to impart not only knowledge but also respect for knowledge. It is also the professional responsibility of all 
faculty members to explain the importance of honesty and respect for knowledge in ...  

 


