
SUNY CORTLAND 
Department of International Communications and Culture 

ESL 400 Teaching Reading in Second Language Classrooms 
 
Course Information:    Professor Information:
Spring 2009     Dr. Hongli Fan 
Credit Hours: 3    Phone: 753-2017 
MOFT 107     Office: Old Main 225-G 

Office Hours: M & W 3-5pm, F 3-4pm 
      Email: fanh@cortland.edu   
  
Texts: 
Required:  From Reader to Reading Teacher, Issues and strategies for second language 
classrooms. Aebersold, Jo Ann & Field, Mary Lee. Cambridge University Press, 1997  
 
Provided text: What is service learning? 
http://www.servicelearning.org/what_is_service-learning/service-learning_is/index.php 
Additional journal articles will be distributed to the students throughout the semester. 
 
Course Description and Objectives:  

ESL 400 provides a theoretical and practical grasp of several current views of first 
and second language reading; investigates diagnostic techniques which can be used to 
identify strategies of non-native readers, and examines materials, teaching methods, and 
testing procedures used in foreign language and English as a Second Language (ESL) 
classrooms.  

Pre-requisites: ESL 300 and 301.  
We will work from a service-learning perspective. Service-learning is a teaching 

methodology in which students combine course-relevant, needs-based community service 
with course content; students engage in structured reflection activities to deepen their 
understanding of course content and their sense of civic responsibility. The emphasis is 
on learning rather than on hours spent in the field. In this course, students will work 
closely and actively with a community partner to apply techniques learned in classrooms 
and to get hands-on experience. With the help from the instructor and the Field 
Placement Office, the students are supposed to find one ESL learner from the class they 
observe within the first two weeks of the semester and design their lesson plans based on 
the proficiency level and grade level of this learner. The students will discuss with the 
learner and the learner’s teacher to set up times when they could deliver their own lesson 
plans to the learner. Students will submit their lesson plans along with a one-page 
reflection essay on how the lesson went. Toward the end of the semester, the students 
will submit a five-page paper reflecting on their observation and teaching experience.  

Reflection activities and essays are an essential part of a service-learning class 
and they may take different forms with a focus on different aspects. The activities involve 
but certainly are not limited to the following forms: class discussions, presentations, 
portfolios (one learning portfolio for their student and one teaching portfolio for 
themselves), reflection essays and papers. The focus of the reflection could be cultural, 
political, pedagogical or linguistic. For example: the ESL learner’s culture background, 
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the learner’s interactions with the local community, the learner’s linguistic background, 
language policies and their implications for ESL learners, teaching techniques, strategies, 
obstacles and solutions.  

 
Attendance policy: 
Students are expected to attend all classes.  Three absences will be allowed for this class, 
advance notice is appreciated whenever possible.  Each absence beyond three will result 
in 0.5 point taken off the final grade. All the assignments are expected to be turned in on 
time. Late assignments will be accepted, but the grade will be lowered by one letter grade 
for each day it is late.  
 
Evaluation: 
 
Participation and Preparation  10%  
Mid-term Exam  15%  
Lesson Plans (4)  40% (with reflection essays attached) 
Presentation   10% 
Reflection Paper    15% 
Journal    10% 
 
Participation and preparation:  
It involves participation in class discussions, exercises and attendance.  
The students are expected to read the assigned materials before class and actively 
participate in class discussions which will be based on either reading materials or field 
experience. The possible topics for discussion are: getting to know your students, first 
language reading, activating background knowledge (both content and linguistic), 
enlarging vocabulary, extensive reading, intensive reading, grouping techniques, using a 
dictionary, pre-, during- and post-reading activities and strategies, using literature, and 
establishing good reading habits.   
 
Mid-term Exam:  
Mid-term Exam will be composed of definitions of terms and short answer questions. 
Detailed study guide will follow. 
 
Lesson Plans:  
Students will develop lesson plans based on the reading materials covered in class. 
Students are expected to design four lesson plans to be taught to their service-learning 
partner. The students will first design their lesson plans according to specific guidelines 
(to be distributed), then present it to the class to get feedback from peers and the 
instructor before revising it (first time) and carrying it out with the ESL learner. After the 
delivery of the lesson plan, the students will reflect on how it went and how effective 
each activity was in a reflection essay attached to their revised (second time) lesson plan.  
 
Presentation: 
Students will take turns presenting their lesson plans. Guidelines will follow.  
 



 
 
Reflection Paper: 
Toward the end of the semester (see tentative schedule), students will submit a reflection 
paper based on their observation and teaching experience.  
 
Journal: 
Students will keep a journal throughout the semester to reflect on their teaching and the 
learning process of their ESL learner. It will record semester goals, teaching objectives, 
strategies, techniques, effective and ineffective activities; it will also record the learner’s 
demographic information, their initial L1 and L2 reading ability, vocabulary size, 
interests, improvement during the semester, difficulties with reading, reading strategies 
learned, assessment, final reading proficiency, and any additional materials about the 
learner. Your thoughts on the reading materials can also go into your journal.  
Students are encouraged to be imaginative and creative with their journals using pictures, 
photos, graphics and/or webpages.  
Students must have at least one entry (minimum one page) per week from week 3 till 
week 14. Journals will be collected periodically by the instructor.  
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
All students will abide by the university’s policies on academic integrity, including, but 
not necessarily limited to, chapter 340 of the College Handbook (available on the SUNY 
Cortland website under “Student Life”) 
 
Student Disability Services: 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973. 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact 
the Office of Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 
for an appointment. Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. 
Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations 
should be made as early as possible. Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed 
in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness to this setting. 
 
ESL 400 and the Conceptual Framework:  
This course, as is the case with all of our offerings in the ICC Department, is rooted in the 
ideals of liberal learning. The underlying ideal in all of our classes, whether they be literature-, 
culture-, or language-based, is that all three of these elements are interwoven.  The specific 
knowledge and perspectives that will be acquired in this class reflect SUNY Cortland’s 
commitment to instilling in our students an acumen for themes and issues pertaining to Global 
Understanding (knowledge of the interconnectedness of the natural and human experience 
through exposure to the political, social, economic and religious differences of the target 
language’s literature and civilization) and Social Justice (comparison and contrast of issues of 
social justice, equality, and democracy between our society and those of the target language). 
 
 



 
 

Tentative Schedule 
Week 1 
Jan 21     Introduction  
 Chapter 1. What is reading ? 
 Talk to instructor about a service-learning partner 
Jan 23  Chapter 1. 
-----------------------------------------------------------  
Week 2   
Jan 26 Chapter 2 Factors that influence reading in an L2/FL   
Jan 28  Chapter 2 Factors that influence reading in an L2/FL 
Jan 30  Chapter 2 Factors that influence reading in an L2/FL 
----------------------------------------------------------------  
Week 3    
Feb 2  Report to instructor on service-learning partner  
Feb 4 Chapter 3  Designing the reading course 
Feb 6 Chapter 3  Designing the reading course 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Week 4    
Feb 9  Chapter 4 Preparing to read 
Feb 11  Chapter 4 Preparing to read 
Feb 13  Chapter 4 Preparing to read 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Week 5  
Feb 15 Chapter 5 Reading the text 
Feb 17  Lesson Plan #1 due (pre-reading) 
Feb 19 Chapter 5 Reading the text 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Week 6   
Feb 23  Chapter 5 Reading the text 
Feb 25  Chapter 5 Reading the text 
Feb 28  Revised lesson plan #1 due 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Week 7 
Mar 2 Chapter 6 Reviewing Reading  
Mar 4 Lesson Plan #2 due (during-reading) 
Mar 6 Chapter 6 Reviewing Reading 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Week 8 
Spring Break!   
 
 



 
 
----------------------------------- 
Week 9  
Mar 16 Chapter 6 (continued) 
Mar 18 Chapter 6 Reviewing Reading 
Mar 20 Chapter 6 Reviewing Reading 
 Revised lesson plan #2 due  
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Week 10  
Mar 23  Mid-term exam 
Mar 25  Chapter 7 Vocabulary issues in teaching reading 
Mar 27 Chapter 7 Vocabulary issues in teaching reading 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Week 11  
Mar 30  Lesson plan #3 (post-reading) 
Apr 1 Chapter 7 Vocabulary issues in teaching reading 
Apr 3 Chapter 7 Vocabulary issues in teaching reading 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Week 12 
Apr 6  Chapter 8 Using literature  
Apr 8  Revised lesson plan #3 
Apr 10 Chapter 8 Using literature 
------------------------------------ 
Week 13 
Apr 13 Chapter 9 Assessing L2/FL reading 
 Lesson plan #4 (using literature) 
Apr 15  Scholar’s day. Attend talks! 
Apr 17 Chapter 9 Assessing L2/FL reading 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Week 14  
Apr 20 Revised lesson plan #4  
Apr 22 Chapter 10  Planning the reading lesson 
Apr 24 Chapter 10  Planning the reading lesson 
------------------------------------ 
Week 15  
Apr 27 Chapter 10  Planning the reading lesson  
Apr 29 Chapter 11 The learning spiral and the reading teacher  
May 1 Chapter 11 The learning spiral and the reading teacher  
 
 
Week 16    
May 4 CTE and review  
 
 
Reflection paper due: May 13th before 12:30pm.  
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 Student Grade Record  
 
Participation and Preparation      ______ x10% = 
 
 
 
Mid-term Exam      ______x15% = 
 
 
 
Lesson Plans (4)      ______x40% = 
1. 
2. 
3.  
4. 
 
Presentation       ______x10%= 
 
 
Reflection Paper  (less plan 5)    ______x15%= 
 
 
Journal s (10)       ______x10%= 
 
 
Final grade       ______ 
 
 
Final letter grade      ______ 


