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SUNY Cortland 

Modern Languages Department 
ESL 302: Applied Linguistics for Teachers of English as a Second Language 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Credit Hours: 3      Instructor: Dr. Paulo Quaglio  
Semester: Fall 2010      Phone: 753-2028 
Day/Time: TUE/THU-10:05-11:20                            Office Location: Old Main 228-C 
Location: Old Main  # G 23                 Office Hours: By appointment 
                                                                                                         E-mail: paulo.quaglio@cortland.edu 
                 ____________________________________________________________________________  

            Please turn off your cell phones during our class  
                   No calls & no texting allowed 
 

                    Textbooks and Instructional Materials 
Required Textbook:               
None.  
Recommended Textbook: 
Biber, D., Conrad, S., & Leech G. (2002). Longman student grammar of spoken and written English. Harlow, Essex: 
Longman. (ISBN: 0582237262)  
                                                                        Course Description  
 
C) Introduction to some of the major areas within applied linguistics (e.g., morphology, syntax, phonology, register 
variation) focusing on pedagogical implications in the field of Teaching English as a Second Language. (3 cr. hr.) 
 

               Rationale 
 
It is of utmost importance for teachers of ESOL/ESL/EFL to be able to describe the language they teach. Such awareness 
helps teachers understand the integrative nature of language and the importance of taking an interdisciplinary approach to 
language teaching and learning. For example, syntax (e.g., grammatical structures) and phonology (e.g., intonation 
patterns) combine to create meaning (semantics). Further, these associations cannot be accurately interpreted without 
taking register variation (e.g., face-to-face conversation, academic prose) into account.   
 
                                                                        Learning Objectives 
Students will be able to 
 
• Understand what is “applied” in applied linguistics;  
• Understand the importance of taking an interdisciplinary approach in applied linguistics;  
• Explore relationships between applied linguistics and TESOL;  
• Analyze interlanguage data; and  
• Understand the centrality of register variation in language descriptions, teaching, and learning.  
 
                                                         ESL 302 and the Conceptual Framework 
 
This course, as is the case with all of our offerings in the Modern Languages Department, is rooted in the ideals of liberal 
learning.  The underlying ideal in all of our classes, whether they be literature-, culture-, or language-based, is that all 
three of these elements are interwoven.  The specific knowledge and perspectives that will be acquired in this class reflect 
SUNY Cortland’s commitment to instilling in our students an acumen for themes and issues pertaining to Global 
Understanding (knowledge of the interconnectedness of the natural and human experience through exposure to the 
political, social, economic and religious differences of the target language’s literature and civilization) and Social Justice 
(comparison and contrast of issues of social justice, equality, and democracy between our society and those of the target 
language).  
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                                                                     Description of Assignments 
                                                              
1. Homework and class activities: You will be asked to work on several tasks: some will be done in class; others will be 
assigned for homework. These assignments will not be graded, but they are of fundamental importance for you to learn 
what is covered in this course. You are expected to be fully prepared for class discussions and activities.  
 
2. Reading assignments: Depending on student needs, reading assignments may be asked of students. These will be 
uploaded to e-learning. 
 
3. Final Project: Learner Language Analysis (Individual): This is a practical assignment in which you will describe and 
analyze the language produced by an ESL learner relative to the topics covered in ESL 302. You will receive specific 
guidelines for this project. 
                                                              Evaluation of Student Performance 
 
Final evaluation is based on a point system of 100 points total. Totals are the sum of these weights: 
1. Morphology Quiz  ….................................        10 
2. Syntax Quiz …………………………….          10 
3. Phonetics & Phonology Quiz …………..          10 
4. Midterm ……………………………….          15 
5. Corpus Ling/Registers Quiz ………..…            10 
6. Semantics Quiz……………………………      10 
6. Speech Acts/Pragmatics Quiz..…………….     10 
7. Final project (learner language analysis)...      15 
8. Class participation *……………….. ….           10 
 
Total points possible …………………              100 
 
* Class participation involves class discussions, in-class exercises, homework, & attendance  
   (assuming 100% of participation) Attendance policy: 0-2 absences = 10;  3 absences = 9;  4 absences = 8; 5 absences =  
   5;  more than 5 absences  = 0   
   Important:  8 or more absences: E in the course 
 
ATTENDANCE: Attendance will be taken at the beginning of the class. After it has been taken, a ‘late’ notation 
will be given to those who come late to class. Every 2 ‘late arrivals’ will count as an absence.  
 
!!!!EXTRA CREDIT!!!!: You can get up to 3 extra points (added to your final grade) by attending SUNY Cortland’s 
Second Language Educators Conference: A Conference for Second Language Teachers and Teachers in Training 
(Saturday, September 25 SUNY Cortland, Old Main). You will receive instructions on how to register (free of charge) 
and what you need to do for extra credit. 
 
                                                                      Grade Breakdown 
A+ =       100                                                                   
A   = 95 – 99 
A-  = 90 – 94  
B+  = 87 – 89  
B    = 83 – 86 
B-  = 80 – 82                            
C+ = 77 – 79   
C   = 73 – 76  
C-  = 70 – 72  
D+ = 67 – 69  
D   = 63 – 66  
D-  = 60 – 62  
E   = below 60                           
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                                                                     Course Attendance Policy 
Please see section 410.12 of the College Handbook---accessible on the SUNY Cortland web site under Administration 
Offices, then President.  
                                                                       Student Disability Services 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services 
located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. Any information regarding your disability 
will remain confidential. Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be 
made as early as possible. Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to determine their 
appropriateness to this setting. 
                                                                           Academic Integrity 
Please refer to the complete policy on academic integrity in Chapter 340 (page 51) of the College Handbook (accessible on the SUNY 
Cortland web site under Administrative Offices, then President) 
340.01 STATEMENT OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
The College is an academic community whose mission is to promote scholarship through the acquisition, preservation and transmission 
of knowledge. Fundamental to this goal is the institution’s dedication to academic integrity. Providing an atmosphere that promotes 
honesty and the free exchange of ideas is the essence of academic integrity. In this setting all members of the institution have an 
obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards.  
It is the responsibility of the faculty to impart not only knowledge but also respect for knowledge. It is also the professional responsibility 
of all faculty members to explain the importance of honesty and respect for knowledge in order to ensure an academic environment that 
encourages integrity. To establish such an environment, students must recognize that their role in their education is active; they are 
responsible for their own learning. Specifically, it is the responsibility of students to protect their own work from inappropriate use by 
others and to protect the work of other people by providing proper citation of ideas and research findings to the appropriate source. This 
includes the obligation to preserve all educational resources, thereby permitting full and equal access to knowledge. 
This academic community takes seriously its responsibilities regarding academic honesty. Academic integrity is absolutely essential to 
ensure the validity of the grading system and maintain high standards of academic excellence. In addition, all members of the academic 
community must exhibit behavior exemplifying academic honesty and encourage such behavior in others. 
 
340.02 VIOLATION OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
A violation of academic integrity as an instance of academic dishonesty can occur in many ways. At SUNY Cortland, instances of 
academic dishonesty are: 
1. Plagiarism 
Students are expected to submit and present work that is their own with proper documentation and acknowledgment when the work of 
others is consulted and used. Plagiarism can be intentional by deliberately presenting the work of others as one’s own, or inadvertent 
by accidentally omitting or erroneously citing sources. Examples of plagiarism that can occur in research papers, lab reports, written 
reports, oral presentations as well as other assignments are: 
A. Failure to use quotation marks: sources quoted directly must be shown with quotation marks in the body of the project and with the 
appropriate citation in the references, notes or footnotes 
B. Undocumented paraphrasing: sources “put into one’s own words” must have the source cited properly in the body of the project and 
in references, notes or footnotes 
C. Creating false documentation: purposefully presenting wrong information in references or citations or manufacturing false information 
used in references, notes and footnotes 
Policy on Incompletes: Incompletes are rare and are given under VERY SPECIAL circumstances. Typically, an 
incomplete may be considered if a student (in good standing) is unable to complete one of the final exams or projects 
because of a serious health problem or accident. It is up to the instructor to make this decision. 
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                                                 Topics, Assignments, Due Dates (Tentative Schedule) 
 

Date Subject Matter Assigned Reading Quizzes/Exams 
W1 – Aug 31 
TUE 

- Course introduction 
Morphology (1) 

  

W1 – Sep 2 
TH 

Morphology (2)  
 

  

W2 – Sept 7 
TUE 

Morphology (3): 
 

  

W2 – Sept 9 
TH 

Morphology (4): Conclusion 
 

  

W3 – Sept 14 
TUE 

Syntax (1) 
 

 Quiz # 1:Morphology  (beginning 
of class: 30 minutes) 

W3 – Sept 16 
TH 

Syntax (2)   

W4 -  Sept 21 
TUE 

Syntax (3):  
 

  

W4 -  Sept 23 
TH 

Syntax (4): Conclusion   

W5 -  Sept 28 
TUE 

Phonetics & Phonology (1) Quiz # 2: Syntax  (beginning of 
class: 40 minutes) 

 

 
W5 -  Sept 30 
TH 

Phonetics & Phonology (2)   

W6 – Oct 5 Phonetics & Phonology (3): 
 

 
 

 
TUE 
W6 -  Oct 7 
TH 

Phonetics & Phonology (4):   

W7 -  Oct 12 Phonetics & Phonology (5): 
Conclusion TUE 

  

W7 -  Oct 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                          
 
                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 

TH 
Final Project guidelines & 
discussion (1) 

 Quiz # 3: Phonetics/Phonology 
(beginning of class: 40 minutes) 

W8 -  Oct 19 
TUE 

MIDTERM 
 

MIDTERM Midterm: Morphology, Syntax, 
Phonetics/Phonology  

W8 -  Oct 21 
TH 

Registers, Styles & Corpus 
Linguistics (1): 

  

W9 - Oct 26 
TUE 

Registers, Styles & Corpus 
Linguistics (2): 

  



 

 

5
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

Date Subject Matter Assigned Reading Quizzes/Exams 
W9 -  Oct 28 
TH 

Registers, Styles & Corpus 
Linguistics (3): 

  

W10 -  Nov 2 
TUE 

Registers, Styles & Corpus 
Linguistics (4): Conclusion 

  

W10 – Nov 4 
TH 

Final Project: Discussion (2) 
(Bring the audio transcription & the 
initial results of your analysis) 

 Quiz # 4: Corpus linguistics & 
Registers & Styles (beginning of 
class: 30 minutes) 

W11 – Nov 9 
TUE 

Semantics (1)   

W11 – Nov 11 
THU 

Semantics (2)   

W12 - Nov 16 
TUE 

Semantics (3): Conclusion   

W12 -  Nov 18 
TH 

Final Project: Progress Report (1) 
(Bring your first draft) 

 Quiz # 5: Semantics (beginning of 
class: 30 minutes) 

W13 - Nov 23 
TUE 

Speech Acts & Pragmatics (1):   

W13 - Nov 25 
TH 

THANKSGIVING BREAK  
             NO CLASS 

THANKSGIVING THANKSGIVING BREAK  
     NO CLASS              NO CLASS 

W14 – Nov 30 
TUE 

Speech Acts & Pragmatics (2): 
Conclusion 

  

W14 – Dec 2 
TH 

Final Project: Progress Report (2) 
(Bring your second draft) 

 Quiz # 6:  Speech Acts & 
Pragmatics (beginning of class: 30 
minutes) 

W15 – Dec 7 
TUE 

Final Project: Peer Review 
(bring your final version) 

  

W15 – Dec 9 
TH 

 Course wrap-up  Final Project Due 


	W1 – Sep 2

