
SUNY Cortland 
Department of Modern Languages 

ESL 300 – Theoretical Foundations of Teaching English as a Second Language 
 
________________________________________________________________________  
Course Information:    Professor Information:
Fall 2010     Dr. Hongli Fan 
Credit Hours: 3    Phone: 753-2017 
Old Main121     Office: Old Main 225-G 

         Office Hours: M & W 3-5pm, F 3-4 pm.  
     Email: fanh@cortland.edu    

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Textbook 
Required Textbook: 
• Brown, H. D. (2007).  Principles of Language Learning and Teaching, 5th Ed.  White 
Plains, NY:  Pearson ESL.  (ISBN: 0-13-199128-0) 
 
                                                                      Course Description 
 
A survey of the theoretical foundations of current trends in the teaching of English as a 
Second Language (ESL). While the practical concerns of the ESL professional are 
addressed, emphasis is on the role of theories of English language learning and teaching 
in informing practice.  (3 cr. hr.)  
 
                                                                       Course Objectives 
 
Students in ESL 300 will be able to: 

• Analyze and discuss current theories and research in SLA (Second Language 
Acquisition); 

• Make connections between theories/research and ESL pedagogical practices; 
• And utilize the conventions of academic language in their writing assignments. 

 
 
                                                                        Course Rationale 
 
 ESL 300, as is the case with all of our offerings in the Department of Modern 
Languages, is rooted in the ideals of liberal learning.  The underlying ideal in all of our 
classes, whether they be literature-, culture-, or language-based, is that all three of these 
elements are interwoven.  The specific knowledge and perspectives that will be acquired 
in this class reflect SUNY Cortland’s commitment to instilling in our students an acumen 
for themes and issues pertaining to Global Understanding (knowledge of the 
interconnectedness of the natural and human experience through exposure to the political, 
social, economic and religious differences of the target language’s literature and 
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civilization) and Social Justice (comparison and contrast of issues of social justice, 
equality, and democracy between our society and those of the target language). 
 Specifically, ESL 300 introduces students to the field of second language 
acquisition (SLA). The course surveys the major variables influencing L2 acquisition 
(e.g., age, personality and social factors, learning styles and strategies) and theories of 
second language acquisition. It is important for ESOL/ESL/EFL teachers to be aware of 
the findings of SLA research and consider any applications or ramifications that might 
exist for the L2 classroom. 
 
 
                                                          Evaluation of Student Performance 
 
Final evaluation is based on a point system of 100 points total. Totals are the sum of these 
weights: 
 
1. Response Papers……………………………………………... 15 (average of 5 
papers @ 10 points each)   
2. Journals with conversation partners …………………………. 10 (average of 5 
journals @ 10 points each) 
3. Final Paper Proposal……………………………………........   05 
4. Final Paper…………. ……….……………………………..…  15  
5. Final paper presentation….……………………………………. 05 
6. Midterm exam………………………………………………. 20    
7. Final exam……………………………………………………    20 
8. Participation & Attendance*…………………………………  10 
Total points possible ……………………………………………. 100 
 
* Class participation involves class discussions, in-class exercises, homework, & 
attendance  
 
Attendance:  
Attendance in this course is fundamental and will affect your participation grade if you are 
absent. I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences. According to college 
policies, in this course, 3 classes may be missed without penalty. If you have more than 3 
unexcused absences by the end of the semester your participation grade will be lowered by 
0.5 for each additional absence.   
 
 
EXTRA CREDIT: There will be NO extra credits offered in ESL 300. 
 
Grading scale: 
97-100 A+ 87-89 B+ 77-79 C+ 67-69 D+ 59 or below E 
93-96 A 83-86 B 73-76 C 63-66 D  
90-92 A-  80-82 B- 70-72 C- 60-62 D- 
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Description of Assignments 
 
1. Your Perception of SLA: This is an assignment to get you to start thinking about 
what is involved in learning a second language. This first assignment is not graded, but it 
will be considered as a part of your participation grade. 
 
a. Think about the survey we did on the first day of class and your own experience 
learning a second language, and talk about your opinions on the factors involved in SLA 
(age, motivation, IQ, first language, personality, instruction, etc. ) 
 
b. Required format: typed/Word document, 2 pages or more. 
___________________________________________________ 
 
2. Journals with conversation partners: Each student is required to be paired with a 
conversation partner through Conversation Partner Program organized by the James M. 
Clark Center on campus. Conversation partners are to meet every week and turn in a 
journal entry every other week. Five journals entries are required throughout the 
semester. Journal topics and due dates are listed in the tentative schedule. 
 
3. Response Papers:  You will write 5 short response papers – one for every 2 chapters. 
Please follow these guidelines: 
 
a. At the top of each paper, please include your name, course (ESL 300), type of paper 
(Response Paper 1), and the chapters the paper refers to(e.g., John Smith – ESL 300 – 
Response Paper 1 – Chapters 1 & 2);  
 
b. Choose a topic covered in the chapters (provide the topic and the page number 
where it is presented in the book, e.g., Constructivism, pp. 12-14); write one or two 
paragraphs (about 400 words) commenting on them. Don’t repeat what was stated in the 
book; REACT to it. This is NOT a summary. 
 
c. Format: All margins 1 inch; Font 11 or 12; double-spaced;  
________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Research Paper Proposal:  Please follow these guidelines: 
 
a. Browse through our textbook and look for the major topics. Choose a topic you would 
like to learn about more in-depth  
    (e.g., Interaction in SLA; Anxiety in SLA);  
 
b. Find 5 peer-reviewed journal articles or a book chapter on your topic (Find = locate 
them through our library search engines (online), print them out (or save them on your 
computer), and read them);  
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c. Come up with a tentative title for your paper (e.g., The Role of Interaction in Second 
Language Acquisition; Understanding Anxiety in the Second Language Classroom); 
 
d. Then, include the following sections: 
     1.  Section 1: Briefly describe the topic and explain your personal/professional 
reason(s) for choosing it;  
     2.  Section 2: Try to come up with a specific research question(s) you hope to find an 
answer(s) to (e.g., What are the major causes of anxiety in the second language 
classroom?); 
     3.  Section 3: Provide a short summary (120- 150 words) of each of the articles IN 
YOUR OWN WORDS.  
     4.  Section 4: Call your last heading “References” in which you provide the full 
reference for your 5 sources.  
 
g. Format: All margins 1 inch; Font 11 or 12; double-spaced; length (2-3 pages).  
 
IMPORTANT: You will be provided with a suggested list of acceptable journals. DO 
NOT use Google for your searches. Wikipedia is NOT acceptable. Use our library data 
bases. Our textbook may be cited but does not count as one of the 5 sources required for 
the final paper. You may use the sources cited by Brown (2007) in his Suggested 
Readings sections.  
_____________________________________________ 
 
5. Research Paper: In this paper, you will present the results of your research, which 
addressed the research question(s) you indicated in your Final Paper Proposal (see # 3 
above). You will present your conclusions based on the information provided in the 
articles you found. Please follow these guidelines: 
 
a. You are required to have at least 5 sources (other than our textbook, but you may 
include sources cited by Brown (2007) in his Suggested Readings sections. In addition, 
Brown’s (2007) Bibliography section (pp. 319-375) can be a great way to get started.  
 
b. Your paper must have several sections (headings):  
    1. Start with the title.  
    2. Somewhere in the introduction, you will include the “purpose of the paper.” This 
will be discussed in class;  
    3. You will end your introduction with the map of the paper. This is usually a 
paragraph (usually preceded by the purpose statement) in which you tell the reader 
exactly what you will present/focus on/discuss/report (on) in each of the following 
sections of the paper (in the exact order in which the sections will be presented).  
    4. One of the final sections of your paper must be Pedagogical Implications (or 
something similar). Here you present your interpretation of the results as they relate to 
classroom practices; 
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c. You will include an abstract (100-120 words). This is the very first page of the paper, 
but you will write it only after your paper is finished (specific guidelines and samples 
will be provided);  
 
d. References is the heading of your last page (separate from the prose). Here you will list  
the sources you used to write your paper. IMPORTANT: All sources listed in the 
References page MUST be included in the paper. All the sources utilized in the paper 
MUST be in the References page;  
 
e. Length of the paper: at least 8 double-spaced pages; 
  
f. Format: All Margins 1 inch; Font 11 or 12.  
 
_______________________________________________   
 
 
6. Final Paper Presentation:  
 
a. You will present your work the same way research papers are presented in professional 
conferences. Guidelines: 
 
b. Prepare a handout with a) your abstract, b) the most important findings of your 
research (which should be the highlights of your talk (concise but informative), and c) 
your references. I suggest using an outline format. Make copies for all of your fellow 
students and the instructor;  
 
c. Use the resources we have available in our classroom (e.g., powerpoint, overheads) in 
your presentation; 
 
d. You will probably have 10 minutes to present. This will depend on the number of 
students in our group; 
 
e. Tips: 1. Don’t read your paper (it’s easy to lose your audience like this!). Prepare 
cards/notes to remind yourself of the highlights of your talk;  
             2. If you feel that you need to read your presentation, make sure to use 
‘conversational language;’ 
             3. Don’t include too much information; be selective; focus on the overall findings 
and emphasize the pedagogical implications of your findings; 
             4. IMPORTANT: DO NOT use your powerpoint slides for your handout.  
_________________________________________________   
 
7.  Midterm exam & Final: Midterm will cover Chapters 1-5 and the Final Chapters 6-
10. The format of the exam will be discussed in class.  
 
                                                                   
 Student Disability Services 
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SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973. 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact 
the Office of Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 
for an appointment. Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. 
Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations 
should be made as early as possible. Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed 
in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness to this setting.  
                                                                        Academic Integrity 
Please refer to the complete policy on academic integrity in Chapter 340 (page 51) of the 
College Handbook (accessible on the SUNY Cortland web site under Administrative 
Offices, then President) 
340.01 STATEMENT OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
The College is an academic community whose mission is to promote scholarship through 
the acquisition, preservation and transmission of knowledge. Fundamental to this goal is 
the institution’s dedication to academic integrity. Providing an atmosphere that promotes 
honesty and the free exchange of ideas is the essence of academic integrity. In this setting 
all members of the institution have an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical 
standards.  
It is the responsibility of the faculty to impart not only knowledge but also respect for 
knowledge. It is also the professional responsibility of all faculty members to explain the 
importance of honesty and respect for knowledge in 
order to ensure an academic environment that encourages integrity. To establish such an 
environment, students must recognize that their role in their education is active; they are 
responsible for their own learning. Specifically, it is 
the responsibility of students to protect their own work from inappropriate use by others 
and to protect the work of other people by providing proper citation of ideas and research 
findings to the appropriate source. This includes the 
obligation to preserve all educational resources, thereby permitting full and equal access 
to knowledge. 
This academic community takes seriously its responsibilities regarding academic honesty. 
Academic integrity is absolutely essential to ensure the validity of the grading system and 
maintain high standards of academic 
excellence. In addition, all members of the academic community must exhibit behavior 
exemplifying academic honesty and encourage such behavior in others. 
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Tentative Schedule 
Week 1 
Aug 30 M Introduction  
Sept 1 W Chapter 1      
Sept 3 F  Chapter 1    Your perception of SLA due. 
 
Week 2  
Sept 6 M Labor day. No class.  
Sept 8 W Chapter 1  
Sept 10 F Chapter 2 
 
Week 3  
Sept 13 M Chapter 2  
Sept 15 W Chapter 2      
Sept 17 F Chapter 1 (Spada)     
 
Week 4  
Sept 20 M Chapter 3    Response paper #1 (chapters 1 & 2) 
Sept 22 W Chapter 3  
Sept 24 F  Chapter 3      
 
Week 5  
Sept 27 M Chapter 4    Journal #1 Introduce your partner and report 
on the first several meetings. Talk about each other’s foreign and/or second language 
learning experiences.  
Sept 29 W Chapter 4     
Oct 1 F Chapter 4       
 
Week 6  
Oct 4 M Chapter 5    Response paper #2 (Chapters 3 & 4) due. 
Oct 6 W Chapter 5  
Oct 8 F Chapter 5 
 
Week 7  
Oct 11 M Review  
Oct 13 W Midterm Exam.  
Oct 15 F Fall break. No class.  
 
Week 8  
Oct 18 M Chapter 6    Journal #2 Talk about personality, learning 
styles and strategies as well as their influence in language learning.     
Oct 20 W Chapter 6  
Oct 22 F Chapter 6 
 
Week 9  
Oct 25 M Chapter 7   Response paper #3 (chapters 5 & 6) due.  
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Oct 27 W Chapter 7 
Oct 29 F Chapter 7 
 
Week 10  
Nov 1 M Chapter 8   Final paper proposal due.     
Nov 3 W Chapter 8    Journal #3 Learn about each other’s culture 
and talk about the influence of culture on language learning.  
Nov 5  F Chapter 8  
 
Week 11 
Nov 8 M Chapter 9    Response paper #4 (chapters 7 & 8) due.  
Nov 10 W Chapter 9  
Nov 12 F Chapter 9  
 
Week 12 
Nov 15 M Chapter 10   Journal #4 Learn about each other’s native 
language and how it influences the learning of the second or third language.  
Nov 17 W Chapter 10      
Nov 19 F Chapter 10  
 
Week 13  
Nov 22 M Chapter 10    Response paper #5 (chapters 9& 10) due.  
Nov 24 W Thanksgiving break. No class.  
Nov 26 F  Thanksgiving break. No class.  
 
Week 14  
Nov 29 M Course wrap-up.    Journal #5 Exchange foreign language 
teaching methods you have experienced as a student. In light of the experiences and what 
you learned from this class, how would you like to teach English in your future career?  
Dec 1 W Final paper presentations. (1) 
Dec 3 F Final paper presentations. (2) 
 
Week 15  
Dec 6 M Final paper presentations. (3) 
Dec 8 W Final paper presentations. (4) 
Dec 10 F Last day of class. Finish all the presentations and review for final.  
 
 
ASAP (Academic Support & Achievement Program) 
Location: Van Hoesen Hall, Room B-205 Phone: (607) 753-4309 

Hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
            8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday 
Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m. 
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Student Grade Record 

ESL 300 
 
Name:  _______________________    
 
 

1. Preparation and participation   __________ x 10%= __________ 
 
 

2. Journals      __________x 10% = __________ 
 
 

3. Response papers    __________ x 15% = __________ 
 

 
4. Final paper proposal     __________ x 5% = __________ 
 
 
5. Final paper       __________ x 15% =__________ 
 
 
6. Final paper presentation   __________ x 5% = __________  

 
   

6. Midterm exam     __________x 20%= __________ 
 
 

7. Final exam      __________x20% = __________ 
 

8. Overall average:        __________ 
 
8.  Absence adjustment:        __________ 
 
9. Final letter grade:       __________ 

 
Grading scale: 
97-100 A+ 87-89 B+ 77-79 C+ 67-69 D+ 59 or below E 
93-96 A 83-86 B 73-76 C 63-66 D  
90-92 A-  80-82 B- 70-72 C- 60-62 D- 
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