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SUNY CORTLAND 
Department of International Communications and Culture 

FRE 423/515: Beur and Beyond 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Semester: Spring 2009   Professor:  Tim Gerhard 
Day:  Tuesday    Telephone:  753-2021   
Hour:  4:20 – 6:50   Office:  Old Main 225 - D  
Room:  Old Main 229   Office hours:   MWF 11:20-12:40 and by appt. 
                  E-mail: gerhardt@cortland.edu

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Textes: 

• Benaïssa, Aïcha et Sophie Ponchelet.  Née en France : Histoire d’une jeune beur.    
• Nini, Soraya.  Ils disent que je suis une beurette. 
• Begag, Azouz.  Le gone du Chaâba. 
• Begag, Azouz.  Béni ou le Paradis Privé. 
• Bouarour, Farid.  Inch Allah, j’arrive. 

 
Description of course: 
 
 Seminar in literature.  Topics defined by subtitle.  Knowledge of French required.  Major texts read in  
 French even when topic in comparative literature is presented. 
 
Course objectives: 
 

The goal of this course is to expose you to four literary works written by authors of the so-called deuxième 
génération of North African immigration in France.  The course is divided into two principal units.  In the 
first unit, we will be analyzing the situation of girls born to maghrebi families in France. In the second unit, 
we will study the work of Azouz Begag, a boy born in a shantytown outside of Lyon who has become a 
noted novelist as well as a major player in the diversity debate in France.  For each unit, you will read two 
novels and a variety of critical articles that I present in class; you will also research articles and book 
chapters and build an annotated bibliography of articles related to the major themes of the unit.  At the end 
of the unit, you will turn in a 7-10 page composition with works cited as well as your full annotated 
bibliography. In the following class session, you will then have the opportunity to present the ideas from 
your paper to the class and to field some of their questions on the topic.  The only additional requirement is 
that you read a fifth book independently and write a book review of it.  This book, Inch Allah, j’arrive, is a 
bit different from the others in that it was published in 2006 and also written by a man who was born in 
Algeria and only emigrated to France as a young man—a situation quite different from that of the Beur 
authors who by definition were born in France to parents of the so-called first generation of North African 
immigration. This book will allow you to understand more fully the lives of people who emigrate to France 
from North Africa.  While there will evidently be a strong historical and sociological component to this 
course (since these works can only be understood by placing them in their historical and social context), we 
will not forget to look at how they function as works of literature as well, i.e. how they function within their 
literary genre, how the themes are presented in each work, how language creates meaning, etc.   

 
Evaluation:   
 
 The final average will be calculated as a percentage based on a total of 1,000 points : 
 
 Overall preparation and participation   100 points 
 Annotated bibliographies    300 points (2 x 150 pts.) 
 Compositions     400 points (2 x 200 pts.)  
 In-class presentations    100 points (2 x 50 pts.) 
 Book review       100 points  
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 93% ou plus  A  77-79.9%  C+ 
 90-92.9%  A-  73-76.9%  C  

87-89.9%  B+  70-72.9%  C- 
83-86.9%  B  60-69.9%  D 
80-82.9%  B-  59.9% ou moins  F 

 
Description of your responsibilities in this course:
 

Daily preparation and participation:  It is essential that you attend every class session and that you arrive 
on time.  To be fair to all students, the first absence will remove twenty points from the point total and any 
absence after that will remove thirty points from the final point total; any tardy will remove five points 
from the final point total.  If you are absent, e-mail me or use the class list to contact another student to find 
out what you missed.  As this is a seminar, you will be assigned general reading material and you will 
participate in the weekly discussion.  I will not collect any daily written work, but you should display a 
knowledge of the text which goes far beyond just a cursory understanding of the plot; in other words, you 
should come to class ready to present some insights about specific passages that have interested you, and be 
ready to ask thoughtful questions.  I will present on specific passages from the weekly reading and pose 
certain questions to you, and I will expect you to do the same.  
 
I suggest that as you read the novels you keep brief plot summaries with page references along with a list of 
major themes and your own commentaries and questions; in this way, it will be easier later to reference the 
novels when you are writing your paper.  Your active reading of the novels and articles should include 
underlining, writing questions and commentaries in the margins, jotting down questions and reactions and 
notes about themes you would like to explore in class discussion.  The ideal way to approach this is to read 
the material quickly once, and then make comments and underline when you make your second pass 
through the reading. 
 
Annotated bibliographies:  As we move through the unit, you will include the articles I present in class, and 
you will also research scholarly articles and book chapters to add to your own annotated bibliography, 
which you will turn in at the end of the unit.  This bibliography will consist of:  the articles I have presented 
in class; a minimum of three articles and also three book chapters which you have found and read 
independently.  You can in addition include websites if they are scholarly in nature, but you cannot use 
websites to replace scholarly articles or book chapters.  Remember that the number three is the bare 
minimum of what I am asking for here.  We will review the use of Google Scholar and also the MLA and 
Worldcat databases available at our library.  These Worldcat database allows you to locate books and 
articles available at basically any library in the country and to have them sent to you here (sometimes 
electronically) with the click of a button.  I will give some presentations which will serve as samples of 
how to go about building an annotated bibliography.  Basically, you will write a concise summary of the 
article’s major arguments and also an evaluation of the importance of the article to research on the topic.  
 
It is best to find a recent book or critical article in the field and then, after reading the book/article, examine 
its works cited list.  Often, this will lead you to discover your next book or article.  Your books and articles 
can be in French or in English but you should try to include as much French material as possible.  Also, 
remember when using the databases that search terms in either language will be more likely to bring up 
results in that language.  
 
Compositions :   You will write a 7 – 10 page research paper for each unit.  This paper will be an analysis 
in French of major themes from the works we have studied in class.  You will need to consult critical books 
and articles outside of what has been presented to you in class, and you will need to cite a minimum of 
three scholarly articles and three book chapters on the accompanying works cited page; these will of course 
be the same sources you have already documented in your annotated bibliography.  As you progress 
through the unit, you will decide upon the theme for your paper.  As you work on sections of your paper, I 
expect to receive some written work from you, and I will critique your ideas and your writing and help you 
move toward the production of the final product.  
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In the paper, I expect you to make sound arguments, to cite proof from the texts and from the critical 
articles to prove your points, and to arrive at a convincing conclusion.   The only way to make sure you are 
on the right track is to turn in written work to me and receive feedback.  Start to formulate your ideas as 
early as you can! 
 
In-class presentations:   On the date indicated on the schedule below (the week after you have turned in 
your composition), you will have fifteen minutes in class to explain the major ideas from your paper and 
then five minutes or so to field questions from your colleagues. We will be seated in a circle, and you 
should present and explain your major ideas to us; this is not a PowerPoint presentation and also you 
should not simple read a summary you have written.  It is best to write bullet point notes for yourself and 
then use these as the basis of your explanation.  As fifteen minutes is not a long time, you will need to be 
concise.  You will be judged on your ability to communicate effectively to your colleagues the logical 
development of your paper topic and on your ability to answer questions raised in your work. 
 
Book review:  Throughout the semester, I will distribute to you several samples of book reviews taken from 
scholarly publications.  Using these as your model, you will write a 2 – 3 page book review of Inch Allah, 
j’arrive, which you will be reading independently over the course of the semester.  
 

Schedule : 
 

1/27 Presentation of course expectations.  Historical context for studying the Beur generation in France.  
Introduction to themes in studying works regarding women of maghrebi families in France:  the 
story of Sakinna Boukhedenna.  

 
 2/3  Née en France 
 
 2/10  Née en France 
 
 2/17 Ils disent que je suis une beurette  
 
 2/ 24  Ils disent que je suis une beurette 
 
 3/3 Ils disent que je suis une beurette 
  Annotated bibliographies and papers due before leaving on Spring Break. 
 
 3/10 Spring Break – No class 
    
 3/17 Students present their papers in class. 
   
 3/24 Le gone du Chaâba 
    
 3/31  Le gone du Chaâba  
  
 4/7 Le gone du Chaâba    
 
 4/14  Béni ou le Paradis Privé 
 
 4/21 Béni ou le Paradis Privé 
   
 4/28 Béni ou le Paradis Privé 
  Annotated bibliographies and papers due by the end of the week. 
  

5/5 Students present their papers in class. 
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A little more about this course:
 

This course, as is the case with all of our offerings in the ICC Department, is rooted in the ideals of liberal learning.  The underlying 
ideal of all of our classes, whether they be literature-, culture-, or language-based, is that all three of these elements are interwoven.  
The specific knowledge and perspectives that will be acquired in this class reflect SUNY Cortland’s commitment to instilling in our 
students an acumen for themes and issues pertaining to global understanding (knowledge of the interconnectedness of the natural and 
human experience through exposure to the political, social, economic, and religious differences of the target language’s literatures and 
civilizations) and social justice (comparison and contrast of issues of social justice, equality, and democracy between one’s own 
society and those of the target language). 

 
Academic integrity:  
 

SUNY Cortland 2000-2002 College Handbook, Chapter 340 “Academic Dishonesty” 
 

340.01 . . . It is . . .the professional responsibility of all faculty to explain the importance of honesty and respect for knowledge in 
order to ensure an academic environment that encourages integrity . . . it is the responsibility of students to protect their own work 
from inappropriate use by other . . . Academic integrity is absolutely essential to ensure the validity of the grading system and 
maintain high standards of academic excellence.  In addition, all members of the academic community must exhibit behavior 
exemplifying academic honesty and encourage such behavior in others. 
 
340.02 . . . Each student is expected to present his or her own work.  All papers, examinations, and other assignments must be original 
or explicit acknowledgment must be given for the use of other person’s ideas or language . . .. 
 
340.03 . . . The person reporting an instance of alleged academic dishonesty shall complete and forward to the Office of Judicial 
Affairs the Disclosure and Notification of an Academic Dishonesty Charge form . . . If the filer of the notification form is a faculty 
member, whenever possible she/he shall discuss the incident with the student prior to forwarding the form to the Office of Judicial 
Affairs. 

 
Student disability services:
 

 SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
  
 If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services 
located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment.  Any information regarding your disability will remain 
confidential.  Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as 
possible.  Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness to this setting. 
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