
SUNY CORTLAND  
Department of International Communications and Culture 

French 506: Teaching French Literature  
 

Semester:  
Meeting days:  
Time:  
Room:  
Credit hours:  
Prerequisites:  

Spring, 

2006 T  
4:20 - 6:50  
Old Main 209-A 
3  
Two literature courses at 
300 or 400 level  

Professor:  Tim Gerhard  
Office phone: 753-2021  
Office address: Old Main 225A 
Office hours: MW 10-12; F 12-1  

& by appointment  
E-mail:  gerhardt@cortland.edu  

 

In-depth study of selected texts from French and Francophone literature, with particular focus on the 
development and integration of materials for use in the public school classroom. (3 cr. hrs.)  

French 506 is a course designed for graduate students and qualified undergraduate students who want to know 
how to teach reading --and in particular, how to teach literary texts-- in language classes at the beginning and 
intermediate levels and beyond. In the first part of the course, we will discuss why literary works should be 
incorporated into the teaching of French at the beginning and intermediate levels, and we will explore the 
problems associated with teaching literature at this level. In the ensuing classes, we will read articles which 
pose theoretical questions and also propose practical strategies for teaching literature as well as texts designed 
specifically for beginning and intermediate language students. (Remember that while individual articles might 
deal with the teaching of French, Spanish, German or English-language texts, it is the theoretical discussion 
which interests us.) Each class session will thus be divided into two parts: during the first half, a student will 
present an article and we will discuss the implications of the article; during the second half, we will work 
together, trying to apply the ideas in the article to a particular text which I have distributed to you the previous 
week. When you finish French 506, you will be a more efficient reader of French-language literary texts and 
you will have a greater awareness of how to use your analytical skills to teach French-language literature to 
your own students. You will also be~ more knowledgeable about various Francophone cultures, which will 
serve you well in your teaching. Finally, you will have a portfolio of lessons developed by yourself and your 
fellow students which will help you as you seek to incorporate the teaching of literature in your classes.  

 

Participation and homework preparation 
Presentation of article and leading class discussion 
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Lesson prepared and taught to the class  
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Attendance: Attendance in this course is fundamental, since the discussion of the articles with me and 
your colleagues and the preparation of the sample texts are the essence of the course. Absences will 
reduce your point total and affect your final grade. I recognize that weather can be a factor: If we have 
a very bad weather forecast, I would appreciate students calling or e-mailing me early with their 
concerns, since the best solution would be for me to reschedule a class session rather than teach to 
half the class. If severe weather strikes, there is nothing we can do about that, but otherwise attending 
each class session is crucial since we meet only once a week.  

Participation and homework preparation (200 pts.): Each week, I will ask you to read an article, 
write a summary of it and a reaction to it in order to prepare for the discussion in class. You can write 
the summary as a series of bullet points if you wish, in outline form or narrative f()rm if you prefer. 
When summarizing, you should try to be as accurate and succinct as possible; it is a real art to 
summarize an article with neither too little nor too much detail, so we will be working on that skill. 
Your reaction to the article should be written separately and should ideally include any positive or 
negative comments or questions you have. At the beginning of class, I will check to see that students 
have done the written work in preparation for the discussion. Please write all homework in French; 
discussion in class is in French.  

Presentation of article (200 pts.): You will be asked to present an assigned critical article to the class 
and lead a discussion about it. To prepare for your presentation, you will write: 1) a summary of the 
article; 2) a reaction to its main points; and 3) a series of questions which you think are likely to lead 
to a compelling classroom discussion. You will make handouts of#l and #3 to submit to the other 
students, and you will submit #1, #2 and #3 to me. As you summarize the article, you will also use 
your questions to lead a discussion concerning the article. You will be judged on your written work 
and on your in-class presentation of the article. On your presentation day, you will also prepare the 
sample text just like the other students, but you are not expected to lead the discussion in the second 
part of the class.  

Exams (400 pts.): You will have two exams. Each exam will require that you analyze and compare 
the articles we have studied together during the previous five weeks; you will also be asked to apply 
a given method to a sample text. On the class session prior to the exam, you will receive a list of 
questions from which the exam questions will be chosen.  

Lesson prepared and taught to the class (200 pts.): During one of the last three class sessions, each 
student will present a lesson in which she teaches a literary selection as if she were teaching it to her 
own students. Due to time constraints, you might choose to tell us how you have chosen to teach the 
lesson or series of lessons, and then play-act the teaching of parts of the lesson as if we the audience 
were your own students. On the day that you present your lesson, you give the other students a copy 
of your overall lesson plan (objectives, materials, procedure, standards met, reflective questions); in 
addition, you turn in to me a lesson plan and a write-up (both in French) in which you mention 
various articles we have read and discuss your rationale for structuring the lesson as you did. In 
teaching your lesson, then, you are offering to me and your colleagues a  



synthesis of what you have found to be the most helpful ideas in the class, and you are applying those 
ideas to the teaching of text. After each lesson, the presenter answers any questions which I or fellow 
students have concerning the teaching of the text she has selected; fellow students will write 
critical/helpful comments for the presenter. Including questions, the presentation is thirty to forty 
minutes in length. Upon considering the comments of the other students, the presenter then writes and 
sends to me via e-mail a reaction: In teaching this lesson, what might you change, if anything? Why?  

SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  

If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office 
of Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. 
Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. Because many accommodations 
require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as possible. Any 
requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness 
to this setting.  

340.01 ... It is ... the professional responsibility of all faculty to explain the importance of honesty 
and respect for knowledge in order to ensure an academic environment that encourages  

 integrity ......it is the responsibility of students to protect their own work from inappropriate use  
 by others ......Academic integrity is absolutely essential to ensure the validity of the grading  

system and maintain high standards of academic excellence. In addition, all members of the 
academic community must exhibit behavior exemplifying academic honesty and encourage such 
behavior in others.  

340.02 ... Each student is expected to present his or her own work. All papers, examinations, and 
other assignments must be original or explicit acknowledgment must be given for the use of other 
person's ideas or language ...  

340.03 ... The person reporting an instance of alleged academic dishonesty shall complete and 
forward to the Office of Judicial Affairs the Disclosure and Notification of an Academic 
Dishonesty Charge form ... If the filer of the notification form is a faculty member, whenever 
possible she/he shall discuss the incident with the student prior to forwarding the form to the Office 
of Judicial Affairs.  

This course, as is the case with all of our offerings in the ICC Department, is rooted in the ideals of liberal 
learning. The underlying ideal in all of our classes, whether they be literature-, culture-, or languagebased, is 
that all three of these elements are interwoven. The specific knowledge and perspectives that will be acquired 
in this class reflect SUNY Cortland's commitment to instilling in our students an acumen for themes and 
issues pertaining to Global Understanding (knowledge of the interconnectedness of the natural and human 
experience through exposure to the political, social, economic and religious differences of the target 
language's literature and civilization) and Social Justice (comparison and contrast of issues of social justice, 
equality, and democracy between our society and those of the target language).  



Course schedule:  The articles and literary selections are listed below, and we will write in together  
the names of the presenters as the well as the person bringing food and drink for the break.  

Introduction to course.  
Discussion of "The Role of Literature in Secondary and Post-
Secondary Language Instruction: Disparity or Unity?" by Kay Herr. 
Presenter: Tim Gerhard (I will lead an analysis of this article, 
highlight key passages and invite some discussion.)  
Issue: Should literature be used in the language classroom?  

Read: "Back to the Future: Curricular Change and the Culture 
Wars," by Carmen Chaves Tesser.  
Discussion ofTesser. Presenter: Tim Gerhard (I will offer a bullet-point 
summary of Tesser's ideas, with reactions and questions.)  
Issue: What role does foreign language instruction play in multicultural 
education? What role should literature really play in the language 
classroom and why?  

Homework for next seminar:  
Reread quickly the articles by Herr and Popkin.  
Read: "Teaching Language Through Literature at the Early Stages: An 
NEH Model for Proficiency in French," by Debra Popkin.  
Write: Bullet-point summary of Popkin's ideas; your reactions to 
reading.  
Write: Brainstorm ideas of how to teach the text I have distributed 
based upon Popkin's article.  

 Discussion of Popkin. Presenter: ________________ _  
Issue: Can literary texts be used in beginning and intermediate 
classrooms? If so, how can we proceed?  

Homework for next seminar:  
Read: "Breaking the Sounds of Silence: Promoting Discussion of 
Literary Texts in Intermediate Courses," by Laurey K. Martin. Write: 
Bullet-point summary of Martin' s ideas; reaction.  
Write: Brainstorm ideas of how to teach the text I have distributed 
based upon Martin's article.  

 Discussion of Martin. Presenter: __________________  
Issue: How can teachers question and interact successfully with 
students when reading a literary text in a beginning or intermediate 
language classroom?  



Homework for next seminar:  
Read: "A Personalized Approach to the Teaching of Literature at the 
Elementary and Intermediate Levels of Instruction," by Diane W. 
Birckbichler and Judith A. Muyskens.  
Write: Summary of Birckbichler and Muyskens' ideas (you 
will need to fill in the chart which I give you).  
Write: Brainstorm ideas of how to prepare questions for the sample 
text which I have distributed.  

 Discussion of Birckbichler and Muyskens. Presenter: ________ . ___ _  
Issue: How can we distinguish between the kinds of questions we are 
asking students? What kinds of questions are likely to work and why?  

Homework for next seminar:  
Read: "And Now For Something Not Completely Different: An 
Approach to Language Through Literature," by Brian Tomlinson.  
Write: Bullet-point summary of major ideas in Tomlinson; reaction. Write: 
In your view, what role can free reading play in the language classroom at 
the various levels of instruction? Do we place too much emphasis on 
"teaching" texts and not enough on "experiencing" reading?  

 Discussion of Tomlinson. Presenter: ____________ _  
Issue: Rather than "teaching" a text, should we instead be concentrating on 
providing students the opportunity to "experience" the text? If so, how can 
we go about doing this?  

Homework for session following the exam:  
Read: Selected sections from Fluency Through TPR 
Storytelling by Blaine Ray & Contee Seely.  
Write: Summary of their ideas and reaction.  



Discussion of ideas presented in the TPRS book.  
Presenter: ____________________________ _  
Issue: 1. Can the TPRS ideas be useful in teaching texts in the 
language classroom? Is this a workable method, and if so, to what 
extent can we incorporate these ideas into our teaching?  
2. If we want to teach stories written specifically for beginning  
and intermediate students in addition to teaching authentic literary texts, 
where can we find these stories?  

Homework for next seminar after break:  
Read: "Blueprint for Teaching Foreign Languages and Cultures 
through Music in the Classroom and on the Web," by Daniel 1. 
Kramer.  
Write: Bullet-point summary of Kramer's ideas; reaction.  
Write: Choose one song in French and prepare an outline of a lesson to 
teach the song following Kramer's suggestions.  

Discussion of Kramer. Presenter:  --------  
Issue: In what ways can we use songs as a way of teaching language?  

Sharing of songs and discussion of how they might be taught. I will provide 
some additional information, methods and bibliography for using songs in 
the language classroom.  

Homework for next seminar:  
Read: "The Uses of Poetry in the Foreign Language Curriculum," by 
Jean-Marie Schultz.  
Write: Bullet-point summary of Schultz's ideas; reaction.  
Write: Brainstorm ideas of how to teach the text I have distributed 
based upon Schultz's article.  

 Discussion of Shultz. Presenters: ___________ and ____________  
Issue: What is the best way to teach poetry in the language classroom?  

Homework for next seminar:  
Read: Article on explicating French texts.  
Write: Bullet-point summary of explicating French texts. 
Write: Explication de texte of sample text.  



How do we go about understanding poems in order to find the one or 
two most important formal and contextual points which we would like to 
teach to our students?  

Homework for next seminar:  
Read: Information concerning resources for teaching Francophone 
literature and special issues involved in the teaching of Francophone 
literature.  
Write: Bullet-point summary of ideas.  

Discussion of aspects to consider when teaching Francophone literature. 
Presenter: Tim Gerhard  
Issue: How can we best go about incorporating Francophone literature in 
our teaching? What resources exist? What material can the professor share 
with me that will help me to teach texts from the French··speaking world 
outside of France?  

To turn bye-mail before you come in to take exam: Fill out sheet 
concerning what text you are considering teaching for the sample lesson 
and outlining a few strategies you might use to teach the text.  
 


