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SUNY CORTLAND 
Department of International Communications and Culture 

FRE 311:  Francophone Literatures 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Semester: Fall 2009   Professor: Tim Gerhard 
Days:  M-W-F    Telephone: 753-2021   
Time:  10:20-11:10   Office:  Old Main 225-F  
Room:  Moffett 202   Office hours: MWF 11:10-12:40, before class 
                             in Moffett and by appointment 
Prerequisite: FRE 202 or equivalent  E-mail:  gerhardt@cortland.edu

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Texts: 
  

Diversité:  La nouvelle francophone,2nd edition. Gaasch and Budig-Markin, eds.  Boston :  Houghton-
 Mifflin  Company, 2000. 

Additionally readings have been photocopied and will be distributed in class on the first day of each unit. 
Films will be available in Library Reserves.   
 

Catalogue description: 
 
 Novels, poetry and drama in French from Canada, Africa, the French Antilles, Vietnam, etc. (places other 
 than continental France).  Introduction to the study of genre using Francophone literature as texts.  
 Prerequisite:  FRE 202. (3 cr. hr.) 
 
Description/Objectives of this course: 
 

French 311 is a course designed for students who have completed at least four years of high school French 
or French 202.  The class is divided into four main units.  Rather than dividing the stories into geographical 
regions or historical periods, we will be studying short stories from the French-speaking world in thematic 
groupings.  In addition to short stories, each unit will also include one film that is related thematically to the 
works we are studying.  At the end of each unit, you will take a written unit test (covering only the stories, 
not the film), and you will also write a composition in which you explore a major theme while making 
reference to at least two stories and two films that we have studied.  In this way, the paper helps you to 
make connections between the units.  The final exam will test only the last unit.  When you finish this 
course, you will have a greater familiarity with the Francophone world, a clearer understanding of the 
major themes involved in Francophone writing and a deeper appreciation of how to read short stories in 
French.   

 
Grading:   
 
 The final grade will be based on a total of 1,000 points accumulated throughout the semester. 
 
 Participation      100 pts. 

Homework      150 pts.     
 Unit tests (3 x 150 pts.)    450 pts.  
 Composition      150 pts.      

Final exam      150 pts. 
 

 
 

mailto:scotta@cortland.edu
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Grading scale: 
  
 93% or more  A  77-79.9%  C+ 
 90-92.9%  A-  73-76.9%  C  

87-89.9%  B+  70-72.9%  C- 
83-86.9%  B  60-69.9%  D 
80-82.9%  B-  59.9% or less  F 

 
Description of requirements: 
 
Attendance:  
  

Studying language involves using the language on a regular basis.  For this reason, attendance at class 
meetings is essential.  If a serious family emergency comes up and a lengthy absence is excused by the 
Associate Dean, I will help you in any way I can to keep up with the work.  Otherwise, I do not distinguish 
between excused and unexcused absences.   Absences will not affect your attendance grade until after the 
third absence.  After the third absence, you will lose 30 points per absence.  

 
Participation:  
 

Participating in the course includes: 
 

• Being ready to start on time with the day’s activities prepared. 
• Using your French in class and actively contributing to class discussions.   

 
Homework: 
 

Daily readings are relatively short, varying from two to six pages.  I advise you to read each homework 
assignment twice, first for general understanding of the language and secondly to answer more specific 
questions about the reading and discover new details you missed on the first reading.  I will assign written 
homework in this class on a regular basis.  You will be expected to read the assigned sections (or to watch 
the film) and write thoughtful responses to assigned questions.  At the beginning of class, I will check to 
see that you have done the homework for that day.   I like to read your writing, and so as much as my 
schedule permits, I will collect these homework assignments and provide written feedback.   I will grade 
according to how much thought and effort you have put into your answers.  If you are absent (provided you 
do not have more than three absences), you can turn in your homework at the beginning of the following 
class session. 
 
If you are finding a particular reading or homework assignment to be quite difficult, please visit me in the 
office.  You can read the story to me out loud in French and I will help you work through any difficulties 
on an individual basis.  During your office visit, expect me to speak with you in French.  I like to keep 
individual office visits to twenty or thirty minutes maximum in order to give all students a chance to meet 
with me.  Please feel free to visit with another student from the course as well. 
 

Unit tests: 
 
 You will receive a study guide for each unit test.  The study guide will inform you as to the types of  
 questions that you will be required to answer as well as what material from the unit will be tested. 
 
Composition: 
 
 You will write one five-page paper, due on the date indicated in the syllabus.  The idea of the paper is to  
 reflect upon a major theme in Francophone literature, and to compare and contrast at least two short stories  

and two films that you have studied in the course.  You are free to select the topic of the composition based 
on your own interests.  When you have sketched out the idea for your composition, please turn in a page in 
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which you discuss (in French of course) your main idea and the works which you will be studying.  I will 
then work with you individually and help you define your topic, organize your ideas and write the first 
draft.  I will read your first draft, and after that you will use my suggestions to develop the topic even more 
and produce an excellent final draft.  I will provide you with specific information about my expectations as 
you work toward the final draft.  In general, a successful paper is one in which the student discusses an 
important theme by making specific reference to the works at hand and analyzing the evidence provided in 
the texts, and then synthesizes this analysis to make a cohesive argument about the topic; a good paper is 
analytical rather than descriptive in nature.  

 
Final exam: 
 

The final exam will resemble the unit exams and will cover only material presented in the last unit.  As 
with the other unit tests, you will receive a study guide that we will review together in class.    

   
Student Disability Services: 

  
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you are a student with a disability 
and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services located in B-40 Van 
Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment.  Any information regarding your disability will 
remain confidential.  Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations 
should be made as early as possible.  Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely 
manner to determine their appropriateness to this setting. 

 
Academic Honesty :  
 

Students are directed to read SUNY Cortland College Handbook, Chapter 340 “Academic Dishonesty” 
available on the SUNY Cortland website under “Student Life.”  Any academic dishonesty will result in 
failure of the course. 
 

Schedule: 
 
 

Jour/Date: 

 

          En classe: 

 

Monday 8/31 Unit 1 

Wednesday 9/2 Unit 1 

Friday 9/4 Unit 1 

Monday 9/7 No class – Labor Day 
 

Wednesday 9/9 Unit 1  

Friday 9/11 Unit 1 

Monday 9/14 Unit 1 

Wednesday 9/16 Discussion of film 

Friday 9/18 Review for exam 

Monday 9/21 
Exam, Unit 1 
 

Wednesday 9/23 Unit 2 
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Friday 9/25 Unit 2 
 

Monday 9/28 Unit 2  

Wednesday 9/30 Unit 2 

Friday 10/2 Unit 2 

Monday 10/5 Unit 2 

Wednesday 10/7 Discussion of film 

Friday 10/9 Review for exam 

Monday 10/12 
Exam, Unit 2 

 

Unit 3 
Wednesday 10/14 

       Friday 10/16 
No class – Fall Break 
 

Monday 

Wednesday 

      Friday 

Monday  

10/19 

    10/21 

10/23 

10/26 

 Unit 3 
  
Unit 3 
 
Unit 3 
Unit 3 
 

  
Unit 3 

nit 3 
Wednesday 10/28 

U

 
Friday 10/30 

Monday 

 

11/2 

 

Unit 3 
 

Wednesday 11/4  Discussion of film 
 

Friday 11/6 Review for exam 

Monday 

 

11/9  Exam, Unit 2 

Wednesday 11/11 Unit 4 
 

Friday 11/13 Unit 4 

Monday 11/16 Discussion of first film 

Wednesday 11/18 Unit 4 

Friday 11/20 Unit 4 
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Monday 11/23 Unit 4 
 

Wednesday 11/25  No class -- Thanksgivin

No class ‐‐Thanksgiving 

g 
Friday 11/27 

Monday 11/30 Unit 4 

Wednesday 12/2 Unit 4 

Friday 12/4 Unit 4 

Monday 12/7 Unit 4 

Wednesday 12/9 Discussion of second film 

Friday 

 

Tuesday   

12/11 

 

12/15 

Review for final exam 
CTE (Course/Teacher Evaluation)  
 
Final exam from 10:30 – 12:30 in the same 
room 
 
 
 

Unit 1:  La souffrance et l’éloquence 
 
Maps of the Francophone world 
Geographical information: Where is French spoken in the world? 
« Une lettre » (France) 
« Bonjour Maman! Bonne fête, Maman ! » (Haïti) 
« L’ombre et l’absent » (Viêtnam) 
Film:  “The Agronomist” (Haïti) 
 
Unit 2:  L’aventure et l’amour 
   
« Le temps ne passe pas» (France) 
« La Montagne de Feu » (Martinique) 
Film :  « Mondo » (France) 
 
Unit 3:  La culture et la différence 
 
« Le cauchemar » (Maroc) 
« Pur polyester » (Québec) 
« La Noire de… » (Sénégal) 
Film: “Moolaadé” (Afrique occidentale) 
 
Unit 4:  Le couple, la crise, la révolte 
 
« La fièvre » (Congo) 
Film :  « Madame Bovary » (France) 
« La femme adultère » (Algérie/France) 
« Le mur ou les charmes de la vie conjugale » (Guadeloupe) 
« Il n’y a pas d’exil » (Algérie) 
Film :  « The Nouba of the Women of Mount Chenoua » (Algérie) 
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