
SUNY College at Cortland  
Childhood and Early Childhood Education Department 

  
 ECE 492:  Seminar in Student Teaching 

 
Credit Hours: 1 Credit Hour Name of Instructor/Professor: Patricia Roiger 
Semester/Year: Spring 2011 Telephone: 753-5479 
Location: Children’s Museum Office Location: Cornish 1237 
Section: CRN 23823.601 
  

Office Hours: Wed 12:30-4:00; Thurs. 3:00-5:00 
before and after seminar and by appointment 

Day and times we meet:  see schedule below and 
on eLearning 

E-Mail patricia.roiger@cortland.edu  
 

 
Required Texts/Bibliographic Materials Required  
Wood, C. (1997).  Yardsticks:  Children in the classroom ages 4 – 14:  A resource guide for       
       parents and teachers.  North East Foundation for Children. 
 
Articles and handouts distributed in class. 
Other Readings 
  
Ayers, W. (2001). To teach the Journey of a teacher (2nd ed) New York. Teachers College Press. 
Bredekamp, S. & Copple, C. (Eds.). (2009). Developmentally appropriate practice in early  
childhood programs serving children from birth through age 8 (3d ed.).  Washington, DC: National 
Association of the Education of Young Children. 
Esquith, R. (2007). Teach like your hair is on fire: the methods and madness inside room 56. 
     New York. Viking, Penguin Group. 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). (2001). Washington, DC:  
     American Psychology Association. 
Tyminski, C. (2006). Your early childhood practicum and student teaching experience: guidelines  
    for success. New Jersey. Pearson Education Inc. 
 
The manual is available at the information desk in the SUNY Cortland library.  Information on 
American Psychological Association style can also be found at the following website: 
http://www.apastyle.org/
 
Some of the Early Childhood professional journals include: Child Care Information Exchange, 
Childhood Education, Dimensions of Early Childhood, Early Childhood Education Journal, Early 
Childhood Research Quarterly, Educational Leadership, Journal of Exceptional Children, Journal 
of Research in Childhood Education, Teaching Tolerance, Young Children 
 
Young Children, is a journal distributed to members of the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC).  Information on joining this organization and receiving a subscription 
to the journal will be discussed in class.  A local affiliate chapter has been established in Cortland.  
Information on meetings and events will be distributed in class.  
Resource Bibliography upon which Course is Based It is on ECE 332 eLearning  
 
Course Description  
Semester-long seminar for discussion and analysis of issues related to pre-service classroom 
teaching.  Professional portfolio to demonstrate mastery of teaching requirements, learning 
standards, and certification preparation required.  Taken concurrently with student teaching, ECE 
490/491.  Prerequisites:  SPE 270, ECE 330, ECE 331, ECE 332, ECE 333, ECE 432, ECE 435, 
LIT 371, EDU 314; ECE 431 or  
LIT 372, EDU 373, EDU 374, EDU 375, EDU 478.  S, U grades assigned.  (1 cr. hr.) 
 
eLearning 
All materials relevant to the course are found on eLearning.  Materials can be referred to at any 
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time or printed off at your convenience.   
Course Attendance Policy  
It is the policy of the College that regular class attendance is a basic requirement in all courses. 
However, as long as absences are not excessive, it shall be the students’ performance and not 
their attendance record which shall determine their course grades. Penalties for excessive 
absences, as determined by the instructor’s policy, shall not exceed one-third of a letter grade per 
class hour of absence (College Handbook: 2004-2006, 410 12A).  
 
Attending and being prepared for each seminar is critical. Seminars cannot be made up.  What 
occurs during class time involves all of you, thus it cannot be recreated.  Learning includes 
interaction and communication among students and teacher.   Students will attend seminar 
sessions on the student teaching site (centers) and/or on campus in Cortland.  Seminar leaders 
must be notified, in advance, of any absence.  Unexcused absences will result in a U for this 
course. 
 
Due to an emergency and you are unable to attend a seminar, you may view a web link on 
eLearning or listen to an audio on iTunes.  Not all seminars are available on eLearning or iTunes. 
 
 
 
Overall Plan of the Course: Rationale/Goals/Objectives and How They Reflect Specific 
Components for the Professional Standards and SUNY Cortland’s Conceptual Framework  
Through guided developmental activities, ECE 492 is designed to supplement the student 
teaching field experience (ECE 490/491).   ECE 492 is designed to strengthen the link between 
theory and practice from Education methods courses and previous field experiences as 
candidates engage in student teaching. 
 
Activities in ECE 492 are designed to extend and enhance assignments in ECE 490/491, and to 
maximize theoretical and professional discussions begun in methods classes and in the school 
site.  Activities in ECE 492 support candidates’ development as a professional in a school and 
early childhood setting.  Activities expose candidates to the broader context of their student 
teaching experience by having professionals from the school or early childhood program and 
college convey professional expectations and information beyond the classroom venue.  
Candidates will become reflective practitioners, actively examining their own knowledge, 
performance and achievements.  ECE 492 focuses candidates on the process of acquiring 
pedagogical and professional knowledge necessary for them to become effective and caring 
educators.  Evidence for candidate performance in ECE 492 will be found in performance rubrics 
and in the required electronic portfolio. 
 
SUNY Cortland’s teacher education programs are accredited by the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) through 2009.  SUNY Cortland was required to 
develop a Conceptual Framework (CF) for all of its teacher education programs to meet 
accreditation requirements.  The Conceptual Framework also addresses the New York State 
Education Department (NYSED) requirements for teacher education programs.  Early Childhood 
teacher candidates must be knowledgeable about SUNY Cortland’s CF. See the following 
websites for SUNY Cortland’s CF, the CF brochure and more information on SUNY Cortland and 
NCATE:  www.cortland.edu/teacher-education
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/NCATE_Brochure.pdf, http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/   
 
The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) in working with NCATE 
has developed guidelines for the preparation of early childhood teachers.  The goals and 
objectives of this course have been aligned with the NAEYC Standards for Professional 
Preparation at the Initial Licensure Level in order to prepare students to be able to demonstrate 
what they know and are able to do as early childhood teachers.  See the following website for the 
NAEYC standards: http://www.naeyc.org/profdev/prep_review/preprev_2001.htm. See WebCT or 
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the instructor for a listing of how the SUNY Cortland Early Childhood Program identifies the 
standards numerically and by level. 
The Learning Outcomes, Learning Activities, Assignments and Assessment Methods for this 
course and all courses in the Early Childhood Program are interrelated and reflect the NAEYC 
Standards for Professional Preparation and the SUNY Cortland Conceptual Framework.   
 

Course Outcomes and Assessment 
ECE 492  

Revised: January 2011 
NAEYC Standards Learning Outcomes Learning Activities Assessment 
Standard 4 Teaching 
and Learning: 4a, c 

1.  Demonstrate 
parental involvement, 
home, school 
connections (CF: 
Professional 
Commitments 6) 

Readings and 
discussions on home 
school connection.  
Creating a literacy 
home pack or a 
learning center 

Pass/fail Learning 
Centers or Literacy 
Home Packs 

Standard 4 Teaching 
and Learning: 4b, c 2.  Demonstrate 

reflective teaching 
knowledge and 
practices(CF: 
Professional 
Commitments 
Professional and 
State Standards 
Diversity Assessment, 
7) 
 

Through out semester 
student teachers add 
new quality artifacts to 
working portfolio.  
Teacher candidate 
presents working 
portfolio to colleagues 
and supervisors or 
other faculty members 

Pass/fail Teacher 
candidate 
presentation of 
working portfolio 

Standard 4 Teaching 
and Learning: 4c 

3.  Participate in job 
interview preparation 
(CF: Professional 
Commitments 11) 
 

Question and answer 
session with a 
principal on job 
interviewing 

Pass/fail attend job 
interview session 

Standard 4 Teaching 
and Learning: 4b 

4. Demonstrate 
competency in 
technology.  (CF: 
Professional 
Commitments, 
Technology, 13) 
 

Use of eLearing Use 
of technology in the 
classroom 

Pass/fail supervisor’s 
assessment of 
classroom technology 
use 

TaskStream Procedures 
 
The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department uses TaskStream as its data management 
tool for performance-based assessments for the New York State Department of Education, 
NCATE, ACEI, NAEYC and other reports. Candidates are required to subscribe to TaskStream 
and to upload certain tasks into a Directed Response Folio for each of their courses in the 
program. 
 
These assessment procedures are in keeping with the Assessment Philosophy of SUNY 
Cortland, found in the SUNY Cortland Undergraduate Catalog. If you have any questions 
regarding this process, please speak with your instructor or the Chair of the Childhood/Early 
Childhood Education Department. 
 
Evaluation of Student Performance 
ECE 492 is graded pass/fail.  The pass/fail will be based on the total number of points earned 
during the semester.  This pass/fail will reflect the student’s demonstrated knowledge of the 
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course material and the student’s ability to express him/herself orally and in writing.  Students are 
expected to come to seminar and participate in discussions and activities.  Assigned readings 
must be completed prior to class.  Written assignments must be typed and submitted on time.   
 
Course Requirements and Assignments   
Coming prepared with all required materials for each seminar  (20%) 
Participation in discussion and analysis in class and on line  (20%) 
Completion of readings and activities for course    (20%) 
Presentation of the professional portfolio     (40%) 
 
Students with Disabilities  
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the 
Office of Student Disability Services located in B-1, Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an 
appointment. Information regarding your disability will be treated in a confidential manner. 
Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be 
made as early as possible. 
 
Academic Integrity  
The College is an academic community, which values academic integrity and takes seriously its 
responsibility for upholding academic honesty.  All members of the academic community have an 
obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards.  For more information on academic 
integrity and academic dishonesty, please refer to the College Handbook, the College Catalog 
and the Code of Student Conduct and Related Policies or ask your instructor. 
 
Cell Phone and Texting:  Distractions such as texting demonstrate a lack of attention and a lack 
of concern for others.  However, if you have an emergency such as a sick child, please let me 
know and I and others in the class will understand if you have to attend to a cell phone message 
or call.  
 
Professional Dispositions Statement 
This course follows the Childhood/Early Childhood Department procedures for continuous 
positive growth toward strong teaching skills and dispositions as reflected in the Assessment of 
Candidate’s Professional Dispositions. It is the policy of the Department that positive teaching 
dispositions are a basic requirement. In the event of problematic demonstration of teaching 
disposition, incidents will be documented and the departmental and Teacher Education Council 
Fair Practice Policy and Procedures for action will be followed. 
 
 

Tentative Course Schedule and Activities Spring 2011 
Meet in the Children’s Museum at 4:30-6:00, unless otherwise stated

     
1. Jan. 26: Getting started: review student teaching forms on Taskstream, portfolio and  

                           Assignments: 
• A&T (Assessment and Teaching Assignment) 
• Unit Plan 
• Philosophy of Education 
• Community Resource Binders (from ECE 333) 
• Literacy Home Pack assignment 

 
2. Feb. 2 Home, School, Community Connections: Literacy Home Packs, Guided Reading; 

Moving toward best practices   
 
3. Feb. 16 Meet at Barry School, Ms. Stark’s Kindergarten classroom: Classroom 

management, special needs  
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4. March 9:  Professional Development: the portfolio process and review of portfolios and 
philosophy statement 

  
5. March 16:  Professional Development the portfolio process & review of portfolios and 

philosophy statement 
 

6. March 21 (Mon.):  EIT day and review of portfolios and philosophy statement 
 

7. May 4  Portfolio Presentation  4:30-6:30 Children’s Museum 
 

8. May 11 Gallery of Literacy Work Stations Bring all materials from literacy packs  
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