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SUNY CORTLAND  
CHILDHOOD/EARL Y CHILDHOOD EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION  
ECE 435:  Literacy Across the Curriculum 
                    Spring 2011 

 
3 Credit 
Hours Spring 
2011 
ECE 435:601 T & Th 11:40-12:55 
Education 1103 
ECE 435: 602 T & Th 2:50-4:05 
Education 1103 

Required Texts and Materials  

 
Judith 
Schillo    
753-2454  
Office:  Cornish 1210 
Office Hours:  T & Th: 10-11:15 

& 1-2:15, or by appointment 
Email: schilloj@cortland.edu

1.  Articles for ECE 435 that are on reserve online through the library 
website 
2.  All class handouts  

  3.  Trelease, J. (2006). The read aloud handbook, (6th edition). New York: Penguin.   
4.  All materials necessary to create a literacy home pack (see assignments)  

   5.  A pack of  50 or 100 count 5 x 8inch index cards 
 6.  Please note: part of the materials cost for this course will include money for literacy 

home pack materials and handout. I suggest you allow for $50-75.00  
   7. Task Stream subscription: www.taskstream.com

Other Readings:  
Throughout the semester, readings will be suggested from professional journals, books and other 
sources. The articles will either be distributed in class or are available on the internet or  the College 
library electronic reserves. 

Fox, M. (2001). Reading magic; Why reading aloud to our children will change their lives forever. 
New York, New York: Harvest Books.  

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). (2001). Washington, DC:  
American Psychology Association.  

 This manual is available at the information desk in the SUNY Cortland library (second 
floor). Information on American Psychological Association style can also be found at the 
following website: http://www.apastvle.org/  

Some of the Early Childhood professional journals include: Child Care Information Exchange, 
Childhood Education, Dimensions of Early Childhood, Early Childhood Education Journal, Early 
Childhood Research Quarterly, Educational Leadership, Journal of Exceptional Children, Journal of 
Research in Childhood Education, Teaching Tolerance, Young Children  

Young Children, is a journal distributed to members of the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC). Information on joining this organization and receiving a subscription to 
the journal will be discussed in class. A local affiliate chapter has been established in Cortland. 
Information on meetings and events will be distributed in class  

Resource Bibliography upon which Course is Based:  
See above for required text and materials, as well as the  ECE 435 Bibliography that is provided in  
class.  

mailto:schilloj@cortland.edu
http://www.taskstream.com/
http://www.apastvle.org/
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Course Description The course builds on knowledge of speech and language patterns and literacy 
development in young children, constructed in previous classes. Various models for literacy 
development are examined. Students will examine language environment and the role of language 
experience, play, integrated arts and literature in fostering all children's literacy, and knowledge of 
self and the world. Practical skills derived from each model are demonstrated, practiced by 
students and integrated into an early childhood classroom field experience. Prerequisite: ECE 331 
and PSY 231. 3 cr.  
 
Course Attendance Policy : 
Attendance is essential, since students’ ideas and work with classmates contribute to everyone's 
understanding and achievement “It is the policy of the College that regular class attendance is a basic 
requirement in all courses. However, as long as absences are not excessive, it shall be the students’ 
performance and not their attendance record which shall determine their course grades. Penalties for 
excessive absences, as determined by the instructor’s policy, shall not exceed one-third of a letter 
grade per class hour of absence” (SUNY Cortland College Handbook: 2004-2006, 410: 12A). For this 
course, absences in excess of  2 classes will result in deductions of one-third of a letter grade for each 
class hour missed. 
Significant tardiness will be considered an absence. If you arrive late, please check at the end of class 
to be sure that your presence was recorded. Please see the attendance policy above.  

 
Please note: Literature circle discussions require you to be in class to receive assignment points. Even 
if you have an excused absence you will not be able to receive participation points for those 
assignments if you are not in class on those days.  
 
 

Overall Plan of the Course: Rationale/ Goals/ Objectives and How they Reflect 
Specific Components for the Professional Standards and SUNY Cortland's 
Conceptual Framework:  ECE 435 should be taken in the second block of early childhood 
courses. Students will connect course theory to practice in the guided observation field 
hours of this course. Activities and assignments in this course can serve as evidence for the 
early childhood portfolio that is being developed throughout the program. As in all early 
childhood courses, students will have opportunities to develop analytical writing, problem 
solving, critical thinking, reflection, public speaking/presentation and technological skills. 
Specific issues for this course include but are not limited to the following: literacy 
development, traditional and holistic approaches to literacy instruction, integrated 
curriculum and integrated thematic approaches to literacy instruction, literacy home packs, 
language development, social- cultural influences on literacy development, 
developmentally appropriate practices and interactive read alouds.  

SUNY Cortland's teacher education programs are accredited by the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) through 2009. SUNY Cortland was required to 
develop a Conceptual Framework (CF) for all of its teacher education programs to meet 
accreditation requirements. The Conceptual Framework also addresses the New York State 
Education Department (NYSED) requirements for teacher education programs. Early Childhood 
teacher candidates must be knowledgeable about SUNY Cortland's CF. See the following websites 
for SUNY Cortland's CF, the CF brochure and more information on SUNY Cortland and NCA TE: 
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/conceptual%20ftamework. pdf,  
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/NCA TE Brochure.pdf, http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/  

 

The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) in working with NCATE 
has developed guidelines for the preparation of early childhood teachers. The goals and objectives of 

http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/conceptual%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%200.000000tamework.
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/NCA
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/
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this course have been aligned with the NAEYC Standards for Professional Preparation at the Initial 
Licensure Level in order to prepare students to be able to demonstrate what they know and are able 
to do as early childhood teachers. See the following website for the NAEYC standards: 
http://www.naevc.org/profdev/prepreview/preprev2001.htm. See WebCT or the instructor for a 
listing of how the SUNY Cortland Early Childhood Program identifies the standards numerically and 
by level.  

The Learning Outcomes, Learning Activities, Assignments and Assessment Methods for this course 
and all courses in the Early Childhood Program are interrelated and reflect the NAEYC Standards 
for Professional Preparation and the SUNY Cortland Conceptual Framework.  
 
 
ECE 435 (revised January 2011)   
NAEYC 
Standards 

Learning Outcomes Learning 
Activities 

Assessment 
Methods 

1. Promoting Child 
Development and 
Learning. 
 
2. Building Family 
and Community 
Relationships. 
 
4.Teaching and 
Learning 

1. Explain and apply a 
theoretical 
understanding of ways 
to foster family literacy 
and the importance of 
families’ relationships 
with the school 
community.(NAEYC:1a,
 level lll,2a, 2b,2c level 
lll,4a,b,c,d level lll 
CF: Knowledge Base, 
Professional 
commitments, 
Standards, Diversity 
Technology and 
3,6,8,10,13 

Readings, class 
discussions and 
demonstrations of 
methods and 
activities to support 
learning in diverse 
settings. 
 
 
Design , 
presentation and 
peer critiques of  
an Integrated  
Thematic Literacy 
Project which 
includes creating a 
literacy home pack  
and a PowerPoint 
to introduce a 
Literacy Home 
Pack Program to 
families. 
 
 

Article/Chapter 
responses graded 
for application of 
central concepts, 
critical perspectives 
and written 
communication 
skills. 
 
 
Integrated Thematic 
Literacy Project 
graded for 
presentation skills, 
use of PowerPoint, 
understanding and 
implementation of 
developmentally 
appropriate 
curriculum and 
effective family 
communication 
skills. 
 

4.Teaching and 
Learning.    
 
   
 

 
2. Observe, analyze 
and assess literacy 
experiences for young 
children. (NAEYC 4b, 
4c level II,CF 
Knowledge, 4 & 5, 
Professional 
Commitments 3, 
Standards 8 , Diversity 
10& 12) 

 
Readings, guest 
speakers, class 
discussions and 
demonstrations of 
methods and 
activities to support 
literacy learning in 
diverse settings. 
 
Reflective analysis 
of assigned articles 
and chapters. 
 
Observations and 
reflections. 

Article/Chapter 
responses graded 
for application of 
central concepts, 
critical perspectives 
and written 
communication 
skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructor 

http://www.naevc.org/profdev/prepreview/preprev2001.htm.
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 response/feedback 
on observations and 
reflections. 

4.Teaching and 
Learning.  
 
5. Becoming a 
Professional 
 

 
3. Understand, plan 
and implement 
developmentally 
appropriate literacy 
experiences for young 
children.  
(NAEYC 4b level III; 4c 
level III; 4d level IV, & 5 
c, d Level III. CF: 
Knowledge, 
Professional 
Commitments, 
Standards, Diversity, 
Technology and 3,6,7, 
10 ,12,13. 

 
Applied class 
exercises, design 
and implementation 
of literacy 
experiences for 
young children; 
including read 
alouds with literacy 
extension activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Literacy Log of 
books with related 
extension activities 
and web sites for 
children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflections/self 
evaluations of 
planned literacy 
experiences. 
 
Observations of 
literacy activities for 
young children 

 
Read aloud lesson 
plan and 
implementation 
graded for 
application of a 
think aloud strategy 
to teach reading 
comprehension 
strategies. 
Test graded for 
understanding of 
central concepts 
and application of 
writing a read aloud 
lesson plan 
 
Literacy Log graded 
for understanding of 
quality literature 
choices for young 
children, 
developmentally 
appropriate 
literature extension 
activities, and 
application of critical 
analysis when 
choosing websites 
for children’s use. 
 
 
Instructor 
response/feedback 
on reflections and 
observations 
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4.  Teaching and 
Learning. 
 
5. Becoming a 
Professional 

 
 
4. Analyze and assess 
approaches to literacy 
curriculum for young 
children. (NAEYC 4c 
Level III, 4d level IV; 5d 
Level III.CF 
Knowledge, 
Professional 
Commitments,  
Standards, Diversity 
3,6,13,8 

 
  
 
Readings, class 
discussions, videos 
and 
demonstrations of 
methods and 
activities to support 
learning in diverse 
settings. 
 
Design , 
presentation and 
peer critiques of  
an Integrated  
Thematic Literacy 
Project which 
includes creating a 
literacy home pack 
and a PowerPoint 
to introduce a 
Literacy Home 
Pack Program to 
families. 
 
Book shares 
connected to 
curriculum topics 
for young children  

 
 
 
Article/Chapter 
responses graded 
for application of 
central concepts, 
critical perspectives 
and written 
communication 
skills. 
 
Integrated Thematic 
Literacy Project 
graded for oral 
communication 
skills, use of 
PowerPoint, 
understanding and 
implementation of 
developmentally 
appropriate 
curriculum and 
effective family 
communication 
skills. 
 
Book shares graded 
using stated criteria. 

Accommodation of Disabilities:  

If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of 
Student Disability Services located in B-1, Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an 
appointment. Information regarding your disability will be treated in a confidential manner. Because 
many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early 
as possible.  

Academic Integrity:  

The College is an academic community which values academic integrity and takes seriously its 
responsibility for upholding academic honesty. All members of the academic community have an 
obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards. For more information on academic 
integrity and academic dishonesty, please refer to the College Handbook, the College Catalog and 
the Code of Student Conduct and Related Policies or ask your instructor.  
 
There should be no cell phones used in class for any purpose. Please turn off your cell phone 
before class and put it away until class is over. 
 
Technology 
For this course we will use  SUNY Cortland myRedDragon  eLearning System for email 
correspondence and handouts.  Problems? Go to www.cortland.edu/elearning
 
 

http://www.cortland.edu/elearning


 
 

 
 
 
Task Stream Procedures

 The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department uses Task Stream as its data management tool for 
performance-based assessment for New York State Department of Education, NCATE (ACEI), and other 
reports. Reflecting the assessment philosophy of SUNY Cortland, these data enable us to assess the quality of the 
program and performance of teacher candidates, and to make programmatic changes based on these assessments.  
Childhood Education Teacher Candidates are required to subscribe to Task Stream during all semesters when 
they are enrolled in required program courses, and to upload tasks into a Directed Response Folio for each of their 
courses. You will receive an incomplete in this course if you do not have the correct assignments uploaded to task 
stream.   
For this course Assignments #5 (Integrated Thematic Project) will be need to be uploaded to Task Stream. A 
general  rating of "Target," "Acceptable," or "Unacceptable" will be applied to your Integrated Thematic Literacy 
Project. The Power point, class handout and reflection will all need to be uploaded.  Further information will be 
provided in class. If you have questions regarding this process, please speak with your instructor or the Chair of 
Childhood/Early Childhood Education.  
 
 
 
Assignment Descriptions:  
 
#1 Professionalism = Active Participation + Attendance + positive dispositions (5 %) 

Professionalism means active participation, full attendance, and punctuality, which are essential and 
expected in this course. Active participation means that you come to each class fully prepared after having 
completed all reading assignments and ready to share your opinions through whole class or small group 
discussions. You are aware of the professional dispositions and come to class with a positive, respectful 
attitude. Please come to class each week on time. If you arrive late, please check at the end of class to be 
sure that your presence was recorded. Please see the attendance policy above.  
PEASE NOTE: I realize that circumstances beyond your control may at times require that you arrive late, 
leave early, or miss class. Please write a note to me explaining any such circumstances.  
PLEASE NOTE: It is your responsibility to keep copies of all handouts and other materials needed to score 
well on the exams and document your class performance should questions arise. You are responsible for 
obtaining any copies of missed handouts. I suggest that you find a “class buddy” who will take notes for 
you and get any handouts for you on any day you are absent.   
 

 
#2  Responses to assigned Articles/chapters     15%  
 Due on dates indicated on the course schedule. Requirements for assigned  
 Articles and chapters are described next to each article on the course schedule. 

#3      Lesson Plan and Read-Aloud Literacy Activity Plan 15% (12% plan-3% implementation) 
            First complete draft due on day of your round table discussion (sign up in class)  

 
  Final plans due on. 4/7. All changes made must be highlighted on the final plan and the story  

      map, along with copies of the other drafts must be attached to the final copy. The plan must be    
implemented and feedback on implementation is due on 4/28. Reading aloud is an essential element in the 

classroom.  Careful planning and preparation sets the stage for a significant literacy experience for children. 
The lesson plan should be word processed, following the lesson plan format discussed in class. It should be 
submitted in hardcopy. Read Alouds and activity will be implemented for K- 3rd graders in a school setting 
you arrange. The book chosen for the read aloud must be approved by the instructor in advance.  
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a) Plan a Literacy Read-Aloud.  
 Each student will sign up in groups of five for a one hour round table discussion of the  
 reading lesson plans. Students need to email their typed plans to all members of their groups at least 

2 days ahead of their scheduled meeting time. All members of the group  must bring all plans, 
complete with written comments to the. round table meeting to share with peers and the instructor. 
Each student at the round table will have 10 minutes to share and receive feedback from peers and 
the instructor. The feedback will be used to make appropriate adjustments to the student’s final 
plan.  

 
b) Create a lesson plan for implementing the Literacy Read-Aloud 

Follow the standard format for lesson plans used in the Early Childhood Education Program 
modified for a reading lesson. An example will be provided. See the format for the required 
elements. The lesson plan should include:  

Grade level, NYS Learning Standards( specific performance indicators), objectives, 
materials, pre, during and after reading activities, and all for subsections under the 
assessment section of the SUNY Cortland official lesson plan format. Questions and 
comments you will make should be included. The related follow-up activity(after 
reading) should be developmentally appropriate.  

 
c) Obtain feedback on the lesson  

After you have implemented the lesson the classroom teacher needs to fill in the  evaluation form 
supplied by the course instructor. You need to turn that form into the  instructor along with a 
paragraph reflection addressing the following: 
 1)  What aspects do you think went well and why do you think they did go   

  well? 
 2)  What would you do differently? Explain your reasoning.  

In addition you will need to complete an artifact reflection form for this assignment for      
submission in your portfolio. This must be turned in with your final plan on 4/7. 

 
  #4 Literacy Log   Due 3/9       15%          
             Book Shares  Due dates indicated on the course schedule  
 

Effective teachers are familiar with a large body of excellent children's books, and can draw  upon that 
information to fit a particular situation or child's interests. Visit a library and/or  bookstore and familiarize 
yourself with as many books as you can. Some class time will be  allotted for reading children’s books. Read 
at least 40 books that represent excellent literature or literacy experiences for young children ages 3 to grade 
2 and support learning in the content areas. Prepare entries for the books by neatly printing the information 
for each entry on a separate 5x8 inch index card or typing them. For each book entry, give the title, author, 
and date of publication.  Follow with a brief synopsis of the book and suggest at least one extension activity 
that could be used.  
*  Entries must be numbered, neat and legible 
 
* Highlight and clearly label books from the following curriculum areas: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Art and Music. You must have at least 6 books for Social Studies,  6 books for Science 
and  6 for Math and at least 2 books  for Art and  2 for Music. For these books you must indicate 
the grade level you would use them for AND a specific curriculum concept the book reinforces. In 
order to determine the specific concept this site will be very helpful to you 
http://www.uetigers.stier.org/maps/index.php
 
* Highlight your multi-cultural entries. (A minimum of 6 multi-cultural books are required)  
*  Include at least one entry for each of the following genres: fantasy, realistic fiction, 
information, biography, historical fiction, poetry  
 *  Make separate, clearly distinguishable categories for each genre  

 
In addition to the book entries, select 2 websites that represent quality literacy experiences for  children. 
For each web site entry, provide the title and URL. Follow with a brief description  which applies the 
criteria listed on the Gaugland/Gerzog Developmental Scale for Web Sites (discussed in class). The web site 

http://www.uetigers.stier.org/maps/index.php


 8

entries should be word processed, since they will not be  completed in class. 
 

Book Shares will be done on the days indicated on the course schedule. On the dates indicated  you will 
share one or two of your curriculum book choices with a small group in class and discuss ways to use this 
book to support the curriculum concept being taught. You must bring a copy of your 2 book choices to 
class on the day of the book share. You will keep a list of  the book titles and ideas shared by your 
colleagues during the book shares and hand the list in with your literacy log. 
 If you choose to use index cards for your book entries then the literacy log needs to be in a 2 
pocket folder with the card entries and a table of contents on one side and the typed website 
critiques and a written or typed list of book titles and ideas from your colleague’s book shares 
in the other pocket. The card entries need to have a title card with your name on it as well as 
your name being on the folder. The table of contents needs to be typed and categorized by 
genre. Books need to be listed by title and author . Entries in The table of contents  need to be 
numbered and labeled with the curriculum area they support. 
 
If you choose to type your book entries instead of writing on index cards, please put them in a 
three ring binder no bigger than 1 ½ inches. The table of contents needs to be typed and 
categorized by genre. Entries in the table of contents  need to be listed by title and author, 
numbered, and labeled with the curriculum area they support. Make separate, clearly 
distinguishable categories for each genre and group all entries for that genre together. Make 
separate categories for the typed website critiques and a written or typed list of book titles and 
ideas from your colleague’s book shares in the other pocket. 
 I will not accept any literacy logs that do not follow these guide lines. 

#5       Integrated Thematic Literacy Project*     25%  
   Due on dates of in class presentation: ( see the course schedule) 

In this assessment you are asked to focus on using your knowledge of developmentally effective approaches 
to teaching and learning, to integrate your understanding of relationships with children and families in order 
to design and create a literacy home pack and power point presentation to share with families that integrates 
the academic disciplines, promotes positive learning and development, while involving, supporting and 
empowering families. 
You will: 

•  Design and create an Integrated Thematic Literacy Home Pack, which features a pre-k-2nd grade 
curriculum topic, a letter to parents/guardians, two quality children's books and four, thematically related 
activities. Each of these activities must be engaging, developmentally appropriate, include measureable 
objectives, and clearly stated directions. Additionally, the activities need to be flexible to allow for different 
levels of learning. 

• In addition to the literacy home pack, you will create a PowerPoint slide exhibition which contains 20-23 
slides.  The PowerPoint is designed and presented as if you are introducing a Literacy Home Pack Program 
to parents/guardians at a curriculum night This project will be discussed in class, with more detail.  

• You will present your PowerPoint and literacy home pack to your professor and class colleagues as if you 
were presenting to parents/guardians at a school curriculum night. 
NAEYC Standards Assessed 
(1a, 2b, 2c, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d) 
1. Promoting Child Development and Learning 

1a. Knowing and understanding young children’s characteristics 
2. Building Family and Community Relationships. 

2b. Supporting and empowering families and communities through             respectful, 
reciprocal relationships. 
2c. Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning 

4.       Teaching and Learning 
4a. Connecting with children and families 
4b. Using developmentally effective approaches 
4c. Understanding content knowledge in early education 
4d. Building meaningful curriculum 

 
Your Integrated Thematic Literacy Project must respond directly to each of the following steps: 
Step One: Choose a Prekindergarten- 2nd grade curriculum topic and design your literacy home pack. 

1. Be sure to include the following: 
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• have contents clearly organized, & visually well presented ( see my tips sheet) 
• be housed in a child appropriate “pack” (not too large or heavy) and  

include:  
• a  well designed and clearly written parent/guardian letter with the home 

pack goals explained using “family friendly” language and correct 
mechanics. 

• two quality children's books (preferably one fiction and one non-fiction, could be 2 non-fiction)  
• a short "family friendly" guide(tips )for family members on how to share the books and also 

some possible discussion ,questions  
• Four thematically related activities that are engaging, developmentally appropriate, include 

measureable objectives, and clearly stated directions. Additionally, the activities need to be flexible 
to allow for different levels of learning. 

• An appropriate feedback form for the family to use to evaluate the home pack 
• all materials necessary for completing the activities 

Step Two: Prepare your power point as if you are introducing a Literacy Home Pack Program to 
parents/guardians at a curriculum night. 
 Please include the following criteria: 

1. Put the program title, an appropriate illustration and your name on the first slide  
      2. Draw from articles and readings. Introduce supporting research in a family friendly way. Apply         

effective family communication skills throughout this presentation.  
   3. Use at least 2 slides to explain the specifics of how the program will work. Include how many times 

each child will bring home a literacy pack, how long they will have it , how long to spend on the 
activities, the topics ( how they were chosen) and goals of the home packs, care of the materials.  

   4. Use a slide to describe the general contents of each home pack.  
                5. Use slides to show the specific contents of the home pack you have made: 
      *Use a slide for the parent letter with the home pack goals explained 
                         *U se a slide for each book.  

*Use two to three slides to describe tips and possible    discussion questions 
*Use a slide for the web which organizes 4 thematically related activities. The 

activities should actively engage children in the following areas: literacy, the 
arts  

  (Music, creative movement, dance, drama and art), mathematics and/or science 
   6.   Use no more than two slides to describe each related activity.   Include an objective 

include the NYS learning standard. The activities need to be engaging, developmentally 
appropriate, provide for differentiation and support the objectives.  

7. The last slide(s) should feature resources e.g. web sites, articles,   related 
children's books). 

Step Three: Present your power point to your instructor and peers as if you are 
presenting the Literacy Home Pack Program to parents/guardians on curriculum 
Night 

• Provide enough copies for the instructor and every class member of a one-
page (double sided) handout with a title, your name and a detailed description 
of the activities with the objectives. List the resources you used in the home 
pack as well as the ones you used to help do the research and create the home 
pack. The handout may be double sided. Make sure to use correct APA format 
when listing resources.  

• Make sure to include appropriate graphics and backgrounds that engage, 
but don't distract from the presentation. Do not put too much text on 
anyone slide.  

• Keep eye contact; speak in a clear , audible voice; do not read 
directly from the slides and show the real items 

Step Four: Reflect on your experience 
•  Submit a one-page critical reflection on what you learned from the process and 

how it contributes to your professional development. This reflection will be 
included in your portfolio, along with an electronic copy of the PowerPoint 

Step Five: Prepare to use this literacy home pack in your student teaching experience 
Review your feedback from your peers and your instructor and make any modifications necessary before student 
teaching. 
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#6 Peer Review of Portfolio   Due 5/6  5% 
 

The purpose of the portfolio process in the Early Childhood Education Program is to provide 
the students and the program with a means of strengthening pre service learning and assessing 
pre service teacher growth and development. It is a documentation of the students’ development 
as a teacher and the effects of their development on the children they  teach. The use and 
application of standards and teacher education program requirements in the portfolio process 
aids the students in becoming aware of professional expectations and how they can meet them 
throughout their careers. It assists the students in developing their competency as  teachers and 
as early childhood professionals now and in the future (E. Caudally, 2003). Students will 
present the working portfolio during each semester of the program; the final version is 
considered the Teacher Candidate Presentation Portfolio. It will be submitted at the end of the 
Student Teaching Seminar.  

This assignment consists of a formative review. Comments provide guidance, and 
document the student’s progress. Although this review is formative, points are awarded 
to ensure that everyone fully participates in this review. 

Each student, after review and reflection upon his/her portfolio, will  prepare the portfolio for 
the semester review. ( For each submission of your portfolio, students should use the latest 
revision of the Early Childhood Education Program Portfolio Guidelines as their source for 
portfolio requirements). Each submission should include the completed Portfolio Contents: 
Outline and Checklist and the Verification of Field Observation Record of Hours. All 
checklists and verifications will remain in the portfolio, documenting the student’s progress. 
Each student will: 

 *Review and develop portfolio:  
    Prepare a new cover/title page.  
 Select new artifacts to add to the portfolio. Complete an artifact reflection form to go   with 

each artifact  you add (Indicate these with post-its)  
 

*Complete the Portfolio Contents: Outline and Checklist form and place it in the front of 
the portfolio. Make sure you are using the current checklist form. (Previous    checklists 
should be included, in a section identified for  that purpose).  

 
 *Insert the Verification of Field Observation Record of Hours form following the 
 checklist. (Previous verifications of hours should be included, in a section identified 
 for that purpose) 

  In order to receive the 5 points for this portfolio peer review you must: 

• Come to class the day of the peer review with your portfolio. An automatic 0 if you come 
without your portfolio the day of the review. 

• You need to have prepared and reviewed your portfolio according to all the guidelines 
and checklist that are provided. Your review of your portfolio using the checklist and 
reviewer evaluation form need to be thoroughly and neatly completed before class begins. 
Worth 2.5 points 

•  You will need to do a complete review of  your peer’s portfolio during class. You will 
need to go through the portfolio using the checklist and then write thorough comments on 
the reviewer evaluation form. Worth 2.5 points. 
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Tentative Schedule             ECE 435 Spring Tuesday and Thursday  
The indented, underlined text in bold face is what is due for the next class 

            Week  

 #1  Introduction to the Course and Syllabus Review 
Tuesday 1/25 introductions, goals, professional dispositions and classroom 
support persons.  

Thoroughly read syllabus and write down questions you have and 
write a paragraph on what the dispositions look like/ sound like in 
our ECE 435 classroom. These need to be typed and are due on 
1/27 

 
Thursday 1/27 Literature Circles modeled using Sister Anne’s Hands. Articles 
located on e reserves on the Library web site, eLearning classroom, Assign form 
literature circle groups and assign roles.  

Read Article #1: “The Many Rewards of a Literacy-Rich 
Classroom".  Quiz article #1 on 2/1. Bring a copy of the most 
current portfolio checklist (located on eLearning) and bring it to 
class with you on 2/1 

 

 #2  Early Literacy and Literacy Rich Environments  
  
Tuesday 2/1 Quiz on article #1, syllabus review and questions  

Read Article #2 (2 parts)" Writing: Empowering Literacy” and “Scribbles, 
Labels and Stories”. Complete your literature role sheet for Thursday2/3. 
All literature circle role sheets must be typed.  

Thursday 2/3 * We will review the portfolio checklist and all the requirements*  
   
#3  Children’s Literature   
 

Tuesday 2/8 Using Children’s Literature in the content areas. 
Read and respond to the Intro & Chapter 1 in The Read Aloud Handbook.   
Response needs to include 10 facts or quotes that you found fascinating and 
think would be good to share with parents. Needs to be in APA format. Read 
Class hand out: “Purposes for Reading Aloud” and be prepared for a quiz on 
2/10 

Thursday 2/10- Quiz on class hand out: “Purposes for Reading Aloud”.  
Further Exploration of Children’s literature: Genres. 
Haughland/Gerzgog Developmental Scale for Websites. (Class handout 
found on eLearning) 
Read be prepared to discuss Article #3 in class on 2/15 

 #4 Foundations of Early Literacy  
  

Tuesday 2/15 Linking Literacy and Play, Model Integrated 
Literacy Project 

  
Read Article #4 "Engaging with Reading through Interactive Read 
Alouds”. Quiz on Article #4 on 2/17 

 
Thursday 2/17 Family Literacy, Interactive Read Alouds, Quiz on article #4 

Read Chapters 2, 3 & 4 in The Read Aloud Handbook and complete your 
literature role sheets for Chapter 2 
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#5      Family Literacy  
   Tuesday 2/22 Literature Circle discussions for Chapter 2, DVD: A Touch of Greatness  

   Read and respond to Article #6 part I and part II. Quiz on these articles 
on 2/24 

 
Thursday 2/24 *******Our class will meet in the TMC today: 2/24************ 
  Exploration and Analysis of Literacy Packs 

Read and respond to article #7.Your response is to list and briefly describe 3 of 
the different visual structures that support comprehension. Then create a life 
lesson chart for the book Corduroy. Make sure to include the correct APA 
bibliographic reference for the article. Due on 3/1. Math book shares are due on 
3/1 

 
 
#6 Modeling Read Alouds and Family Literacy 
              
   Tuesday 3/1. Model an interactive read aloud using Corduroy to demonstrate using a think aloud 

to model comprehension strategies.  Math Book Shares                                             
You must have chosen your read aloud book by next class on 3/3. Bring your 
read aloud book to class. You must have the first 3 steps of the read aloud (as 
defined in Article #4 on Interactive Read Alouds) completed before class on 3/3. 
You must have signed up for your reading round table discussion group by next 
class on 3/3.  

  
Thursday 3/3 In class application of your literacy strategy for your read aloud book,  

    LITERACY LOGS ARE DUE ON 3/8 
Read Article #5 "How Do You Know? A Strategy to Help 
Emergent Readers Make Inferences” and be prepared to apply the 
content in an in class exercise. 

 
 #7  Modeling and Implementing Literacy Strategies  

    
 Tuesday 3/8 Application of How do you know? Strategy  

 Read Chapters 5, 6 &7 in the Read Loud Handbook and complete your 
literature circle role sheet. Science book shares. Both due on 3/10 

 
Thursday 3/10   Literature Circle discussions on Chapters 5, 6 & 7. Model Nonfiction Read 
Aloud using a KWL Chart. Science Book Shares 
 Read Article #8 and be prepared to discuss in class on 3/22 

Type your final version of the family letter that will go into your literacy home pack. 
Due in class 3/22 

 

 #8 ***************** SPRING BREAK********************** 

 

#9 Storytelling in the Curriculum 
   

Tuesday3/22 Discussion of Article #8 today and review of final drafts of the family 
letters for your literacy home packs 

 
Thursday 3/24 Cooperative stories, interactive stories, cumulative stories.  

               Art Book shares due 3/29 
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 #10  Integrating Art into the Curriculum  
 
Tuesday 3/29 Integrating Art into the curriculum, Art Book Shares 

   Read and complete literature circle role sheets for  article #10.   
 

 
Thursday 3/31.  Integrating Art into the curriculum (continued) 

Assignment #3 (read-aloud plan) is due on 4/5.Please 
include the draft you presented in the round table 
discussion with the feedback from your peers and 
instructor along with your finished plan. Any changes you 
have made MUST BE HIGHLIGTED on your final plan. 

 #11  Drama, movement and literacy  
Tuesday 4/5   Using drama in the classroom 

Read Chapters 8 & 9 in The Read Aloud Handbook and literature role sheets 4/7 
Thursday 4/7 Media and Literacy, Literature Circle Discussions on Chapters 8 & 9,  

                          Read article #11and prepare for quiz on 4/12 

#12  Music and Literacy  
 
Tuesday 4/12 Quiz on Article #11,Music and Literacy 

 Presentations Begin for Section 602: A & B groups together today 
Thursday 4/14: Assignment #5 (Integrated Project) due as follows: 
Presentation dates: (4/14, 4/19, 4/21, 4/26, 4/28, 5/3) for Sec. 601 
Presentation dates: (4/12, 4/14, 4/19, 4/21, 4/26, 4/28, 5/3, 5/10) for Sec.602  

  
#13 Integrated Projects   
 

Tuesday 4/19 presentations 
 

Thursday 4/21 presentations  

#14 Class Presentations  
Tuesday 4/26 Presentations  

               Teacher Feedback Sheet and your reflection  on read aloud lesson due  
 

 Thursday 4/28 Presentations 
  Portfolio assignment is due 5/3. You must bring your portfolio to class. 

 
#15 Portfolio Review Assignment #6 (portfolio) due 5/3 

 
Tuesday 5/3 Portfolios will be reviewed in class by a peer  
 
 Thursday 5/5 Presentations  

#16 Presentations and 
Review  

Tuesday 5/10 Presentations ( for  Section 602), Celebration of Learning, Reflection, Review for Final
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