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SUNY College at Cortland 
ECE 431: Curriculum Development II 

Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department 
 
Course Information  Professor Information 
3 Credit Hours      Name: Crista Stark 
Semester: All      Telephone: 607 756-4109 (home) 
Time: Wednesday, 4:20-6:50    807-423-2007 (cell) 
Room Location: F.S.Barry Elementary School                   607-758-4150 (Barry Elementary) 
Room #400  Email: crista.stark@cortland.edu
                                                                                                           cric2@aol.com           
                                                                                                           cstark@cortlandschools.org 

 
Texts and Bibliographic Materials Required 
 
Bickart, T. S.., Jablon, J. R. & Dodge D. T. (2001). Building the primary classroom: A complete 

guide to teaching and learning. Washington, D.C: Teaching Strategies. 
 
Additional Resources 
 
Paciorek, K. M. (ed.) (2008). Annual editions: Early childhood education. (28th ed.). Boston: McGraw-Hill 
 
Paciorek, K. M. (ed.) (2008). Taking sides: Clashing views in early childhood education. (2nd ed.).  

Boston: McGraw-Hill.  
 
Professional journals including: Child Care Information Exchange, Childhood Education, Dimensions of Early 
Childhood, Early Childhood Education Journal, Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Educational Leadership, 
Journal of Exceptional Children, Journal of Research in Childhood Education, Young Children. 
 
Articles and Handouts distributed or made available in class ie. Young Children topic specific journals 
(Teaching and Learning about the Natural World) 
 
Course Description:  
This course will emphasize developing instructional techniques, methods, and materials in primary grade 
classrooms (kindergarten-grade 3). The focus will be on developing an integrated curriculum that includes 
all content areas with an emphasis on developing methods for the teaching of mathematics, science and 
social studies. Prerequisites: ECE 331 and 332. (3cr.hr.) 
This course is designated Writing Intensive (WI). 
 
Course Attendance Policy 
It is the policy of the College that regular class attendance is a basic requirement in all courses. However, 
as long as absences are not excessive, it shall be the students’ performance and not their attendance 
record which shall determine their course grades. Penalties for excessive absences, as determined by the 
instructor’s policy, shall not exceed one-third of a letter grade per class hour of absence (College 
Handbook: 2004-2006, 410 12A).  http://www.cortland.edu/president/handbook.pdf  
 
You are expected to attend every class meeting of this course. In this course, excessive is defined as more 
than one absence in a once-a-week course, two absences in a twice-a-week course. If you miss a class or 
part of a class for a valid reason such as illness or a college approved activity, please arrange to get notes 
and/or handouts from the instructor or another class member.  Please notify me in advance of any 
anticipated absence.  You are responsible for all work missed because of absence.  Absences will affect 
your class participation grade and/or course grade.  Arriving late or leaving early will also negatively affect 
your grade. 
 
 
 

mailto:crista.stark@cortland.edu
mailto:cric2@aol.com
http://www.cortland.edu/president/handbook.pdf
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Overall Plan of the Course: Rationale/Goals/Course Objectives and How They Reflect Specific 
Components for the Professional Standards and SUNY Cortland’s Conceptual Framework 
 
ECE 431 should be taken in the second block of early childhood and childhood courses. All students must 
take ECE 431 at the same time they are taking ECE 435.  It is recommended that ECH majors also take 
ECE 435, EDU 477, EDU 478 and EDU 400 and EDE majors also take EDU 479.  ECE 333 may be taken 
with or before ECE 431. ECE 431 is taken only by students preparing for certification in Birth to Grade 2. 
Students in this class have the opportunity to participate in the Raquette Lake experience along with the 
Childhood Block I students.   
 
ECE 431 is offered in a public school classroom.  Students will connect course theory to practice in the field 
hours that they are fulfilling in ECE 435 and EDU 477/479.   Activities and assignments in this course can 
serve as evidence for the early childhood portfolio that is being developed throughout the program.  As in 
all early childhood courses, students will have opportunities to develop analytical writing, problem solving, 
critical thinking, reflection, public speaking/presentation and technological skills.  Specific issues for this 
course include but are not limited to: 

 
SUNY Cortland’s teacher education programs are accredited by the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).  The Early Childhood Programs were nationally 
recognized by the National Association for the Education of Young Children in July 2010. The 
program will be listed as nationally recognized through the semester of the next NCATE 
accreditation decision (5-7 years) on websites and/or other publications of NAEYC and NCATE. 
 
As part of the accreditation process, SUNY Cortland was required to develop a Conceptual 
Framework (CF) for all of its teacher education programs to meet accreditation requirements.  The 
Conceptual Framework also addresses the New York State Education Department (NYSED) 
requirements for teacher education programs.  Early Childhood teacher candidates must be 
knowledgeable about SUNY Cortland’s CF. See the following websites for SUNY Cortland’s CF, 
the CF brochure and more information on SUNY Cortland and NCATE:   
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/conceptual%20framework.pdf, 
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/NCATE_Brochure.pdf, http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/
 
The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) in working with NCATE 
has developed guidelines for the preparation of early childhood teachers.  The goals and 
objectives of this course have been aligned with the NAEYC Standards for Professional 
Preparation at the Initial Licensure Level in order to prepare students to be able to demonstrate 
what they know and are able to do as early childhood teachers.  See the following website for the 
NAEYC standards: http://www.naeyc.org/files/ncate/file/initiallicensure.pdf
See elearning for this course or the instructor for a listing of how the SUNY Cortland Early 
Childhood Program identifies the standards numerically and by level. 
 
The Learning Outcomes, Learning Activities, Assignments and Assessment Methods for this 
course and all courses in the Early Childhood Program are interrelated and reflect the NAEYC 
Standards for Professional Preparation and the SUNY Cortland Conceptual Framework. 
 
 
NAEYC Standards Course Objectives 

(Learning Outcomes) 
Learning Activities Assessment Methods 

1. Candidate uses 
his/her understanding 
of young children’s 
characteristics and 
needs, and of multiple 
interacting influences 
on children’s 
development and 
learning, to create 

1. Identify and explain 
child development and 
learning theories 
relevant to children 5-
8 years and how these 
relate to their needs, 
learning and 
development in 
grades K-3. (NAEYC: 

Readings on child 
development and 
learning theories for 
all children 5-8, 
NAEYC position 
statements on 
developmentally 
appropriate 
curriculum.  Readings 

Graded reflections on 
readings 
Graded 
communication with 
families 
Graded issue paper 

http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/conceptual%20framework.pdf
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/NCATE_Brochure.pdf
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/
http://www.naeyc.org/files/ncate/file/initiallicensure.pdf
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environments that are 
healthy, respectful, 
supportive, and 
challenging for all 
children 

1a-c level III CF: 
Knowledge Base, 
Professional 
Commitments, State 
Standards and 
Diversity, 3, 4, 5, 8, 
10, 11) 

of case studies and 
videos of 
developmentally 
appropriate curriculum 
in K-grade 3. 

2. Candidate knows 
about, understands, 
and values the 
importance and 
complex 
characteristics of 
children’s families and 
communities.  
Candidate uses this 
understanding to 
create respectful, 
reciprocal relationship 
that support and 
empower families, and 
to involve all families 
in their children’s 
development and 
learning.   

2. Recognize the 
importance of 
involving families in 
the class, school and 
community and 
creating on going 
communication with 
families. (NAEYC: 2a-
c level III CF: 
Knowledge Base and 
Professional 
Commitments, 3,6) 

Readings and case 
studies of teacher, 
family and community 
roles in 
developmentally 
appropriate 
curriculum,  
Videos of teachers, 
family members and 
community 
representatives 
explaining their roles 
in carrying out 
developmentally 
appropriate curriculum 
for children K-grade 3 

Graded 
communication with 
families 

3. Candidate knows 
about and 
understands the 
goals, benefits and 
uses of assessment. 
Candidate knows 
about and uses 
systematic 
observations, 
documentation, and 
other effective 
assessment strategies 
in a responsible way, 
in partnership with 
families and other 
professionals, to 
support children’s 
development and 
learning.  

3. Utilize a range of 
assessment methods 
as a basis for all 
children 5-8. (NAEYC: 
3a-d level III CF: 
Assessment, 12) 

Readings, discussions 
on evaluation of 
appropriate 
assessment methods 
for children K-grade 3. 
  

Graded authentic 
assessment of 
children’s work in 
graded integrated unit 

4. Candidate 
integrates his/her 
understanding of and 
relationships with 
children and families, 
his/her understanding 
of developmentally 
effective approaches 
to teaching and 
learning; his/her 
knowledge of 
academic disciplines 
to design, implement, 

4a. Plan effective 
teaching and learning 
in a developmentally 
appropriate curriculum 
(NAEYC 4a-d level III, 
CF Knowledge Base, 
and State Standards, 
Diversity 4, 8, 10, 11)  
 
 
 
 
 

Readings and 
observation of 
effective teachers and 
environments in 
carrying out a 
developmentally 
appropriate curriculum 
for children K-grade 3 
Study and evaluation 
of integrated 
curriculum models 
Activities in Raquette 
Lake experience 

Graded integrated  
unit that includes 
lessons in Math, 
Science, Social 
Studies, Literacy and 
the Arts 
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and evaluate 
experiences that 
promote positive 
development and 
learning for children. 

4b. Demonstrate 
competency in 
technology for self use 
and in teaching 
children.  (NAEYC: 
4b10, level II CF: 
Technology, 13) 

 
Discuss and practice 
technology tools that 
are appropriate to use 
with children K-Grade 
3 

 
As appropriate, 
integration of 
technology in lesson 
plans, presentations 
and other 
assessments. Graded 
within other 
assignments. 

5d. Candidate 
integrates 
knowledgeable, 
reflective, and critical 
perspectives on early 
education 

5. Identify central 
issues in early 
education and apply a 
critical perspective 
utilizing knowledge, 
experience, 
professional values, 
standards, theory, and 
research findings. 
(NAEYC: 5d level II 
CF: Knowledge Base, 
Professional 
Commitments, and 
Standards 3, 7, 8) 

Readings and 
discussion of current 
and relevant issues 

Graded issue paper 

 
Evaluation of Student Performance (Include Grading Policy) 
 
The final grade for ECE 431 is based on total points earned during the semester. The final grade 
for ECE 431 reflects the candidate’s demonstrated knowledge, skills and dispositions covered in 
the course and the candidate’s ability to express himself or herself orally and in writing.  
 
The final grade is calculated as follows: 
Class participation       10 points  
First reading and written reflection      4 points   
Additional readings and written reflections    22 points  
Communication with Families                   14 points          
Integrated Curriculum Unit and Final Presentation   30 points      
Issue Paper         20 points 
 
 
Letter grade equivalents: 
             94 %-100%     A   74%-76%      C 
             90%-93% A-   70%-73%      C- 
             87%-89% B+   67%-69%      D+ 
             84%-86% B   64%-66%      D 
             80%-83% B-   60%-63%      D- 
             77%-78% C+   Below 60%    E 

 
The ECE 431 assignments will be completed in this order and submitted by the due date. Due 
dates will be determined in the first class or each semester. All assignments will be further 
discussed in class and additional guidelines and rubrics will be provided. 
 
Assignment 1: First reading and written reflection.  Instruction will be provided in class on critical 
reading and writing a reflective essay. See Writing Assignment I for more details. 
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Assignment 2: Additional readings and reflective essays. Using the information and feed back from 
Assignment 1 on reading and writing a reflective essay, summarize important points and write a 
reflective essay. Be prepared to share the implications of each reading with the class.  
 
Assignment 3: Create an example of a written communication with families. Specific details and 
use of technology in creating family newsletters will be discussed in class. See Writing Assignment 
II for more details. 
 
Assignment 4: Create an integrated curriculum unit that includes lessons in Language and Literacy, 
the Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies. You will create lesson plans that include authentic 
assessment and a demonstration of how you can show your impact on children’s learning through 
appropriate assessment. You will present your unit in class. (This assignment will be uploaded to 
TaskStream.)  
 
Assignment 5: Examine an early childhood issue that concerns teachers, families, administrators or 
public policy makers. In an essay, summarize the issue and take a position on the issue. Be 
prepared to discuss your issue and the position you took in the essay in class. See Writing 
Assignment III for more details. 

 
Candidates understand that: 

_ Prior learning from all earlier ECE courses will be used in ECE 431. Candidates are 
expected to use knowledge from one course to another. 

_ The course readings are the basis for college class discussion and reflection. Candidates 
are required to read the texts and professional write reading reflections. 

_ Candidates are required to participate in all course activities that include field trips and 
experiential activities  

_ Participation in class includes: full attendance; demonstration of professionalism to faculty 
and peers in college and in school, initiative; responsibility; discussion; group 
presentations; display work; response to reading; written assignments and note taking. 

_ Written assignments are graded. Assignments must have the completed rubric attached to 
the front. Failure to do this will result in a 5% deduction from the overall assigned grade 

_ There will be final graded presentation on the curriculum unit that you create. 
_ You are expected to include work and/or assignments from this class in your portfolio as a 

documentation of your competency as a teacher candidate  
 
Writing Assignments: Guidelines and Recommendations 
 
This course includes a significant writing component so that students fulfill the requirements for a 
writing intensive (WI) course. 
 
Developing writing skills is an important dimension of the course and an essential component of 
teacher preparation.  This course is an upper level class and students are expected to be able to 
have a basic understanding of early education and be able to identify current issues in order to 
provide information to others. Your writing will require you to apply knowledge, professional values, 
standards, experience, theory, and research findings in expressing a critical perspective on an 
early childhood issue and to communicate with families about early childhood education, curriculum 
and classroom activities. 
 
The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department requires the use of APA format in all written 
assignments. Information on the American Psychological Association format can be found at the 
following website: http://www.apastyle.org/  Writing and speaking clear and error-free English are 
important for teachers to communicate their ideas to others. For all WI courses, there is a 
requirement for proper use of Standard English (spelling, grammar, mechanics, etc.).  All written 
work should be typed unless the instructor gives you an exemption. Handwritten work must be 
legible.  
 

http://www.apastyle.org/
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There are several assignments that require writing. Three of the writing assignments have been 
selected to satisfy the WI designation for this course.  Students are required to fulfill WI through an 
equivalent of 15 typed pages of work.  
 
Writing Assignment I: Reflection on a Reading 
Early in the semester, you will write a reflection on an identified chapter in the text by Bickart, 
Jablon, & Dodge.  This is a short assignment that will include the main points of the chapter and 
one or two paragraphs in which you share the implications the chapter has for your professional 
growth. In class, you will have the opportunity to share your written work with others in the class 
who can proof read your work and provide editorial and content feedback. The instructor will 
provide additional feedback.  The purpose of this assignment is to clarify expectations of reflective 
essays so that they can be applied to future reflective essays and other written work required in the 
class. This assignment will equal 1-2 typed pages.  
 
Writing Assignment II: Communication with Families 
Communication with families can take many forms.  In this class, you will design a newsletter or 
other form of written communication that is an example of ongoing written communication and 
information to parents and/or caregivers.  Specific guidelines and sample newsletters will be 
reviewed in class.  This assignment will equal a minimum of 4 typed pages and will have a 
professional appearance.  
 
Writing Assignment III: Issue Paper 
In class, we will examine issues involving the education of young children.  The Paciorek books 
and the Young Children journals focus on current issues of concern which are often controversial. 
Readings in these books and journals will challenge you to take a stand on these issues.   
 
You will choose one issue that you have identified after class discussion, reading articles in the 
Paciorek books, or Young Children or from you own experience and interest.  The issue must be 
approved by the instructor. You will research and write a paper that summarizes the issue, includes 
background information, a historical perspective if appropriate, research on the issue and 
implications for application at any level (local, state, national or global).  Taking a position on the 
issue will require you to analyze and evaluate your own thinking and the perceptions of others. This 
assignment will be a minimum of a 10 typed page paper. 
 
Each of the writing assignments will be submitted twice.  The instructor will read the initial draft and 
make suggestions. The instructor will make comments regarding matters of writing style and will 
indicate areas that should be rewritten. The revised paper must be submitted one week following 
the return of the draft version to the student.  If a revised draft is not submitted on time, the original 
grade will be the grade earned.  If a writing assignment is marked incomplete, a significant element 
or understanding is missing and no grade is earned. Incomplete papers must be rewritten and 
submitted one week following the return of the incomplete paper to the student. All drafts and 
instructor feedback must be attached to subsequent submissions. 
 
Written assignments will be graded on the basis of:  
 
Content of Ideas 

• Evidence of understanding topic(s) or issue 
• Evidence of understanding Early Childhood Education 
• Synthesis of ideas 
• Application of ideas 
• Critical analysis 

Clarity and Organization 
• Clear statement of theme or position 
• Logical, well developed sequence of ideas 
• Economical and precise use of language 
• Discrimination of reference material from writer 
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Style and Mechanics 
• Typing or legible handwriting if allowed for assignment 
• Spelling 
• Punctuation 
• Grammar 
• Visual presentation (layout and spacing) 

 
Academic Integrity 
 
It is expected that candidates will maintain the highest academic and ethical standards. The 
College is an academic community, which values academic integrity and takes seriously its 
responsibility for upholding academic honesty. All members of the academic community have an 
obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards. 
 
Plagiarism, whether by neglect or design, injures the learner and the community of learners; it is 
usually avoided by consistent and conscientious work habits. Violations will be handled according 
to College policies published in the College Handbook, the College Catalog and the Code of 
Student Conduct and Related Policies. 
 
A violation of academic integrity as an instance of academic dishonesty can occur in many ways. 
As discussed in the SUNY Cortland College Handbook (p. 51), instances of academic dishonesty 
are plagiarism, cheating on examinations and other actions such as: 

• “Possessing papers, assignments, examinations, reports, lab reports or other assignments 
that have not formally been released by the instructor 

• Purchasing or using a paper or assignment from an online source, paper mill, another 
student or other source and submitting it, wholly or in part as one’s own 

• Possessing another student’s work without permission 
• Writing or creating a research paper, written report, lab report or other work for another 

student 
• Submitting the same work for two different classes without approval by both faculty 

members teaching both classes.” 
Further discussion of plagiarism in the SUNY Cortland College Handbook (p. 51) is as follows: 
“Students are expected to submit and present work that is their own with proper documentation and 
acknowledgement when the work of others is consulted and used. Plagiarism can be intentional by 
deliberately presenting the work of others as one’s own, or inadvertent by accidentally omitting or 
erroneously citing sources.” 
 
Professional Dispositions 
 
This course follows the Childhood/Early Childhood Department procedures for continuous positive 
growth toward strong teaching skills and dispositions as reflected in the Assessment of Candidate’s 
Professional Dispositions. It is the policy of the Department that positive teaching dispositions are a 
basic requirement. In the event of problematic demonstration of teaching disposition, incidents will 
be documented and the departmental and Teacher Education Council Fair Practice Policy and 
Procedures for action will be followed.  
 
TaskStream Procedures 
 
The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department uses TaskStream as its data management 
tool for performance-based assessments for the New York State Department of Education, 
NCATE, ACEI, NAEYC and other reports. Candidates are required to subscribe to TaskStream and 
to upload certain tasks into a Directed Response Folio for each of their courses in the program. 
 
These assessment procedures are in keeping with the Assessment Philosophy of SUNY Cortland, 
found on page 8 of the SUNY Cortland Undergraduate Catalog.  If you have any questions 



 
 8

regarding this process, please speak with your instructor or the Chair of the Childhood/Early 
Childhood Education Department. 

Students with Disabilities 
 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact 
the Student Disability Services Office located in B-1 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-
2066 for an appointment. Information regarding your disability will be treated in a 
confidential manner. Because many accommodations require early planning, requests 
for accommodations should be made as early as possible.   
 
Course Schedule and Activities 
 
Week 1:  The Professional Early Childhood Teacher (K-Grade 3) 
Course outline 
Prior knowledge of ECE teacher roles and responsibilities 
Content Knowledge, skills and dispositions 
Issues in Early Childhood Education 
 
Weeks 2:   Children aged 5-8  
Reading: Bickart ch 1   
Knowing children in your class 
Developmental stage and individuality 
Accommodating diversity and inclusion 

 
Week 3:   Classroom Community  
Reading: Bickart ch 2  
Classroom types 
Building classroom community 
Learning environments: layout, routines and schedule 
Classroom management: aides, children, families 
 
Week 4:   The Early Childhood Curriculum in the Primary Grades 
Reading: Bickart ch 3 
NYS Elementary Standards and Learning outcomes 
Learning approaches: play, teacher directed, concrete operations, experiential, problem solving, 
 Investigations 
Content areas: Math, ELA, Science; Social Science; Art; Music/movement; Technology 
Planning and assessment requirements 

 
Week 5:  Curriculum Design  
Reading: Bickart: ch 4  
Models of curriculum design: subject specific, integrated, topic 
Topics and concept mapping 
Choosing a curriculum topic/concept from a list. 
Websites, books and materials: using the TMC and the Teacher’s Center 
Planning and assessment required 
 
Week 6:  Assessing Children's Learning  
Reading Bickart ch 5  
Authentic Assessment 
Assessment to Inform Teaching  
Teachers assessing children's learning 
Exploring rubrics 
 
Week 7:  Partnership with Families 
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Reading Bickart ch 6  
Communication with families 
Involving families 
Families in need of special services 

 
Week 8:  Language and Literacy 
Reading Bickart ch 7 
 Balanced Literacy 
 Children acquiring Language and Literacy 
 Goals and Components of the Language and Literacy Curriculum 
 Organizing the Language and Literacy Curriculum 
 
Week 9:  Mathematical Development in the Integrated Curriculum 
Reading Bickart ch 8 
Developmental stages and standards of children’s mathematical development  
Providing for NYS Standards in mathematical development 
Resources and books 
Educator’s roles and professionalism 
Planning and assessment of mathematics (that include standards) 
 
Weeks 10:  Social Studies Development in the Integrated Curriculum  
Reading Bickart ch 9 Developmental stages and standards of social studies  
Providing for NYS Standards in social studies development 
Resources and books 
Educators’ roles and professionalism 
Planning and assessment of social studies (that include standards) 
 
Week 11:  Science in the Integrated Curriculum 
Reading  Bickart ch 10  
Developmental stages and standards of children’s science development 
Providing for NYS standards in science  
Resources and books 
Educators’ roles and professionalism 
Planning and assessment of science (that include standards) 
Valuing nature and the outdoors for learning possibilities 

 
Week 12:  Technology and the Arts in the Integrated Curriculum 
Reading Bickart ch 11 and 12 
Integrating technology across the curriculum 
Developmental stages and standards of music, music and creativity 
Materials and resources 
Educator’s roles and professionalism 
Planning and assessment of music and movement (that include standards) 
 
Weeks 13 &14:  Presentations: Curriculum Design Model 
Presentations of Integrated Curriculum 
 
Week (To Be Determined Near Beginning of the Semester): Raquette Lake 
Valuing nature and the outdoors for learning possibilities 
Reading Articles on Teaching and Learning about the Natural World 
 


	Students with Disabilities

