
SUNY College at Cortland
Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department

ECE 331: Curriculum Development I

Credit Hours 3                                                              Instructor: Sue Hirschberger
Semester/Year: Spring 2011                                         Telephone: 607-379-0161
Section: 601 CRN 23333                                              Office: Cornish 1209
Tues. and Thurs. 2:50-4:05                                           Office Hours: Thurs. 4:15-5:15
Room Location: Education Building Room 1103        E-Mail: susan.hirschberger@cortland.edu

Texts/Bibliographic Materials Required (All Books from ECE 331)
 
Bredekamp, S.  (Ed.). (2009). Developmentally appropriate practice in early

childhood programs serving children from birth through age 8 (3d ed.). Washington, DC:
 National Association of the Education of Young Children.

Dodge, D.T., Colker, L.J. & Heroman, C. (2002) The creative curriculum for preschool.
(4th ed.).  Washington, DC: Teaching Strategies.

Featherstone, S. (2002). Little book of math activities. Featherstone

Worth, K. & Grollman, S. (2003). Worms, shadows and whirlpools: Science in the early childhood 
curriculum. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann

 
Other Readings 

Throughout the semester, readings will be suggested from professional journals, books and other sources. The 
articles will either be distributed in class, posted on SUNY elearning, or are available on the internet, in the 
instructor’s office or in the College library.

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.) (2009). Washington, DC: 
American Psychological Association.

This manual is available at the information desk in the SUNY Cortland library (second floor). Information on the 
American Psychological Association style can also be found at the following website: http://www.apastyle.org/. 
Some on-line resources for APA include: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/, 
http://www.citationmachine.net, http://www.nova.edu/library/dils/lessons/apa/ and http://www.noodletools.com 

Jalongo, M. R., & Isenberg, J. P., (2008). Exploring your role: A practitioner's Introduction to early 
childhood education. (3rd ed.) Columbus, OH: Merrill Prentice Hall.

Gonzalex-Mena, Janet, (2005). Foundations of Early Childhood Education: Teaching Children in a Diverse 
Society. (3rd ed.) New York, NY: McGraw Hill

Some of the Early Childhood professional journals include: Child Care Information Exchange, Childhood 
Education, Dimensions of Early Childhood, Early Childhood Education Journal, Early Childhood Research 
Quarterly, Educational Leadership, Journal of Exceptional Children, Journal of Research in Childhood 
Education, Teaching Tolerance, Teaching Young Children, Young Children. 

Young Children and Teaching Young Children are journals that are available or distributed to members of the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).  Online access to Young Children is in the 
“Members Only” section of NAEYC’s website (www.naeyc.org). Members receive a printed version of Young 
Children or Teaching Young Children 6 times per year. There is a state association called the New York State 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NYSAEYC) and they hold a state conference each year in the 
spring. SUNY Cortland Early Childhood students have participated and presented at these conferences. The 
local affiliate of the NAEYC is the Cortland Association for the Education of Young Children (CAEYC).
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Information on meetings and events will be distributed in class.  If you are not yet a member, you can join 
NAEYC/NYSAEYC/CAEYC at the following website:  http://www.naeyc.org/membership/join

Professional journals including: Child Care Information Exchange, Childhood Education, Dimensions of Early 
Childhood, Early Childhood Education Journal, Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Educational Leadership, 
Journal of Exceptional Children, Journal of Research in Childhood Education, Young Children. Articles and 
handouts distributed in class.

Resource Bibliography 

See above materials and ECE Bibliography on SUNY Cortland elearning (ECE 332)

Course Description
This course focuses on curriculum development for children from birth to grade 3 with an emphasis on the 
preschool age child. The planning of developmentally appropriate learning experiences, the design of learning 
environments and the use of play and exploration for the purpose of expanding the young child's social, 
emotional, cognitive, linguistic, physical, and aesthetic growth and development will be explored. Students will 
develop methods and materials that address the content areas associated with the domains of early childhood 
growth and development, and develop awareness of cultural values of different families. Taken concurrently 
with ECE332 (field component). Prerequisite: ECE270. (3 cr. hr.)

Other Activities and Resources 

There are several activities and conferences that often take place locally and within the state.  Information about 
these events will be provided in class and/or listed on the Course Calendar.  

Students are encouraged to attend other related workshops and workshops required for teacher certification 
and/or related to early childhood education.  Information on these workshops will be provided in class. 

SUNY Cortland elearning 

We will be using SUNY Cortland elearning (ECE 332) to complement our classroom based course. This 
technology system combines WebCT and Blackboard and serves as a course management system which can 
be used for distance learning synchronous, asynchronous or hybrid (blended) courses or as a means to 
augment an in classroom course.  We will be using some of the basic tools from this system so that you will have 
an introduction to using this technology in order to become better prepared for other courses that employ 
elearning, to increase your technological expertise and to access materials and information for the course.  See 
http://cortland.edu/elearning/index.html for more information on elearning.
   
SUNY Cortland Faculty and Students must login to elearning through the myRedDragon portal 
(http://myredragon.cortland.edu) NOTE: All access to the elearning system is now controlled through 
myreddragon if you cannot get into the myreddragon portal please contact Academic Computing Services at 
607-753-2500 or email helpdesk@cortland.edu for assistance with elearning. Once inside myreddragon use the 
Student online Tab to access the elearning rooms.

TaskStream Procedures

The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department uses TaskStream as its data management tool for 
performance-based assessments for the New York State Department of Education, NCATE, ACEI, NAEYC and 
other reports. Candidates are required to subscribe to TaskStream and to upload certain tasks into a Directed 
Response Folio for each of their courses in the program.

These assessment procedures are in keeping with the Assessment Philosophy of SUNY Cortland, found on 
page 8 of the SUNY Cortland Undergraduate Catalog.  If you have any questions regarding this process, please 
speak with your instructor or the Chair of the Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department.
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Course Attendance Policy 

It is the policy of the College that regular class attendance is a basic requirement in all courses. However, as 
long as absences are not excessive, it shall be the students’ performance and not their attendance record which 
shall determine their course grades. Penalties for excessive absences, as determined by the instructor’s policy, 
shall not exceed one-third of a letter grade per class hour of absence (College Handbook; 2010-2012, 410.11, C) 
http://www2.cortland.edu/offices/publications/handbook/pdfs_f2010/index.dot

Attendance will be regularly taken. You are responsible for all work missed because of absence. You are expected 
to attend every class meeting of this course. In this course, excessive is defined as more than one absence in a once-a-week 
course, two absences in a twice-a-week course. Three arrivals late to class or three early departures equal one absence. 
According to the policy stated above, for each absence over two classes in a twice-a-week class as this class is taught will 
mean that your final grade will be reduced i.e. If your final grade is a B, one absence after the second absence will reduce it 
to a B-.  For each additional absence, there will be a lowering of one third of the letter grade. 

If you miss a class or part of a class for any reason including illness or a college approved activity, please 
arrange to get handouts from the instructor and notes from another class member.  Please notify the instructor in 
advance of any anticipated absence.  Notification does not mean that you have an excused absence unless I tell 
you that I will consider it as excused.  All absences, not just excessive absences.

Overall Plan of the Course: Rationale/Goals/Objectives and How They Reflect Specific Components for 
the Professional Standards and SUNY Cortland’s Conceptual Framework 

ECE 331 Curriculum Development I is part of the Early Childhood Block I courses that comprises ECE 330 
Observation and Assessment and ECE 332 Preschool Practicum. All three courses must be taken together. 
Activities and assignments in this course can serve as evidence for the early childhood portfolio that is 
developed throughout the ECE program. Candidates will have opportunities to further develop analytical writing, 
problem solving, critical thinking, reflection, public speaking/presentation and technological skills.  Issues for this 
course relate to the Early Childhood curriculum, learning theory, domains, child-initiated and guided play, 
content, environment, materials, role of educators and families. This course is connected to ECE 330 and ECE 
332.

SUNY Cortland’s teacher education programs are accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE).  The Early Childhood Programs were nationally recognized by the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children in July 2010. The program will be listed as nationally
recognized through the semester of the next NCATE accreditation decision (5-7 years) on websites and/or other 
publications of NAEYC and NCATE. 

As part of the accreditation process, SUNY Cortland was required to develop a Conceptual Framework (CF) for 
all of its teacher education programs to meet accreditation requirements.  The Conceptual Framework also 
addresses the New York State Education Department (NYSED) requirements for teacher education programs. 
Early Childhood teacher candidates must be knowledgeable about SUNY Cortland’s CF. See the following 
websites for SUNY Cortland’s CF (1/15/03), the CF brochure and more information on SUNY Cortland and 
NCATE:  http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/conceptual%20framework.pdf,
http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/NCATE_Brochure.pdf, http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/  

The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) in working with NCATE has developed 
guidelines for the preparation of early childhood teachers.  The goals and objectives of this course have been 
aligned with the NAEYC Standards for Professional Preparation at the Initial Licensure Level in order to prepare 
students to be able to demonstrate what they know and are able to do as early childhood teachers.  See the 
following website for the NAEYC standards: http://www.naeyc.org/files/ncate/file/initiallicensure.pdf
See elearning for this course or the instructor for a listing of how the SUNY Cortland Early Childhood Program 
identifies the standards numerically and by level.

The Learning Outcomes, Learning Activities, Assignments and Assessment Methods for this course and all 
courses in the Early Childhood Program are interrelated and reflect the NAEYC Standards for Professional 
Preparation and the SUNY Cortland Conceptual Framework. 
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ECE331 (Revised January 2011)            
NAEYC Standards Learning Outcomes Learning Activities Assessment Methods

1. Promoting child 
development and 
learning 

Identify and explain child 
development domains and 
learning theories relevant 
to young children and 
how these relate to their 
learning and development 
and an early childhood 
curriculum
(NAEYC: 1a,1b,1c level  
II CF: Knowledge Base,  
3)

Readings, videos, 
discussions, in-class 
activities 
Observation and 
participation in field 
placement

Quizzes
Journals graded

4.Teaching and 
Learning.

Recognize, support and 
promote play as a 
foundation for young 
children’s learning
(NAEYC: 4b, level II
CF: Knowledge Base, 3)

Readings, videos, 
discussions, in-class 
activities 
Observation and 
participation in field 
placement

Quizzes
Journals graded

4.Teaching and 
Learning.

Articulate effective long 
term and short term 
planning strategies for 
individual, small and 
large groups, daily 
routines/schedules, and 
use of both indoor and 
outdoor spaces
(NAEYC: 4b, level II
CF: Knowledge Base, 4)

Readings, videos, 
discussions, in-class 
activities 
Observation and 
participation in field 
placement

Schematic floor plan of a 
classroom graded
Quizzes
Journals graded

3. Observing, 
Documenting,
and Assessing to 
Support Young 
Children
and Families

4.Teaching and 
Learning.

4. Plan and implement 
lessons for young 
children that acknowledge 
children’s interests, 
strengths and needs, 
utilize effective 
assessment and respects 
all children and their 
families
Reflect on lessons 
implemented with young 
children. 
(NAEYC: 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b 
5,6,4c, 4d level IV CF: 
Knowledge Base,  
Professional 
Commitments, Standards,  
Diversity, Assessment and 
2,8.9,10,12)

Readings, videos, 
discussions, in-class 
activities 
Observation and 
participation in field 
placement
Field trips and 
workshops

Lesson plans (socio-
dramatic play, creativity, 
science and math) graded 

Host Teacher evaluation 
of lesson plan
Reflections on lesson 
plans graded
Mid Semester and Final 
Evaluation by Host 
Teacher

Develop and utilize 
appropriate child 
guidance practices
(NAEYC: 4a,4b level IV 
CF: Knowledge Base, 5

Readings, videos, 
discussions, in-class 
activities 
Observation and 
participation in field 
placement

Quizzes
Journals graded
Mid Semester and Final 
Evaluation by Host 
Teacher



5. Becoming a 
Professional

Gather, organize and 
share appropriate 
resources for future use as 
an early childhood 
teacher
(NAEYC: 5c
CF: Professional 
Commitments, 7)

Readings, videos, 
discussions, in-class 
activities 
Observation and 
participation in field 
placement

Early Childhood Binder 
Section on Good Ideas 
evaluated

5. Becoming a 
Professional

2. Understand and 
demonstrate dispositions 
(NAEYC 5a, level III CF:  
Professional Standards,  
7, 9)

Observation and 
participation in field 
placement,
discussions

Self evaluation of 
dispositions
Host teacher evaluation 
at mid semester and end 
of the semester

4.Teaching and 
Learning

4.  Utilize technology in 
learning and teaching 
 (NAEYC 4b 10 CF: 
Technology and 13)

Activities using 
technology skills in-class
Participate in electronic 
communication and 
elearning
Utilize taskstream for 
assignments 

Use of technology in 
elearning monitored
Upload taskstream 
assignment 
Self evaluation of 
professional dispositions

Evaluation of Candidate Performance

Points are earned out of a possible 100 during the semester. The allocation of points for each assignment is 
shown below. The final grade for ECE331 reflects the candidates' demonstrated knowledge, skills and 
dispositions covered in this course, and relevant assignments for 330 Observation and Assessment and ECE 
332, Preschool Practicum. A letter grade is awarded only at the end of the course. Assignments must be handed 
in on the due date. Students are expected to read, have in their possession, and use the syllabus throughout the 
semester. Weekly readings are to be completed during the week they are assigned, in preparation for class 
activities or quizzes.

Letter Grade Equivalents

(A+ is reserved for flawless work of exceptional quality reflecting original insight and creativity and perfect 
attendance.)
Target: A to A-, Acceptable B+ to B-, Unacceptable:  (Incomplete or C+ or below.

Superior Fair Failure
A+  100+ C+  77-79.99 E  Below 60

A  94-99.99 C  74-76.99
A-   90-93.99 C-  70-73.99

Good Minimally Acceptable
B+  87-89.99 D+  67-69.99
B  84-86.99 D  64-66.99

B-  80- 83.99 D-  60-63.99
Task Stream Assignment (see information on Task Stream Procedures in this Syllabus): Socio-Dramatic 
Lesson Plan and Reflection. NAEYC Standard (this assignment should be uploaded only at the end of 
the course, in corrected format). You are required to use Task Stream so that the instructor can evaluate 
it. If you do not upload the required information by the assigned date, you will lose 10% of the points you 
have earned from the assignment. If you do not upload the required information by the date of the final 
exam, you will receive an incomplete for the course. All incompletes must be satisfied within a semester 
and incomplete grades can jeopardize your financial aid. See your financial aid advisor for information 
about how an incomplete grade will affect your aid. 

4



Course Expectations

1.  Office hours during scheduled times are good opportunities for you to present your ideas, raise questions, 
and/or discuss educational issues. Please take advantage of them.

2.  You are required to utilize the technology support system that is used for this course.  Most course materials 
and assignments will be available on elearning.  At the beginning of this class, information will be provided on 
how to access these materials and on how to communicate with the instructor and others in the class using 
elearning.  See SUNY Cortland elearning in the syllabus. Your response to assignments or participation in 
discussion on elearning may be graded as a short assignment or as part of class participation.  See the next 
item for class participation.

3.  In addition to your attendance at all scheduled classes, you are expected to participate in class 
activities.  If you are not attentive in class you cannot participate fully. Distractions such as texting demonstrate a 
lack of attention and a lack of concern for others.  However, if you have an emergency such as a sick child, 
please let me know and I and others in the class will understand if you have to attend to a cell phone message 
or call.  Because this is a cooperative/collaborative learning situation, a lack of participation will diminish all of 
our learning. Sometimes students feel that they need to comment or question frequently in order to demonstrate 
participation. Please respect others and be sure to support everyone in participating even if you have to limit 
your own comments but be sure you do not use this as an excuse for not sharing or participating. Class 
participation includes: attendance, attentiveness, respect for others, contributions to small and whole group 
discussions, responses to readings, in class writing or other activities, and participation and/or communication 
using elearning.  Remember: Attending class should not be a passive experience.

4.  Confidentiality is an important consideration in all work with children, their families and community programs 
and people. In your work, use a pseudonym when referring to children. This is one way to protect the 
confidentiality of children. Regardless if a community seems big or small, the world is often smaller than you 
think.  If you make comments in public places, you can be overheard. If you share thoughts with others, the 
information can be relayed to others or the person you are talking to may become offended for various reasons. 
You should do critical reflection and ask questions on site and in class but refrain from being judgmental.  It can 
be valuable to discuss incidents and experiences with the person you are working with or in class so that we can 
all learn from your reflections. If you have a question about discussing something or about a child you observed 
or a practice you have seen, talk to me about it first. What is said in class stays in our class.  All students must 
not discuss children, families and community programs or the people they meet or work with or hear about 
outside of our class unless they do so in a manner that respects confidentiality. Likewise, it is important to 
respect the confidentiality of your fellow students. This is what is required of a professional. 

Related to confidentiality is asking for permission to take pictures, videos and use the work of children or other 
people you are working with. Some programs have specific rules about this or have a release form that you can 
use. A parent/guardian permission form is available on elearning for you to use. Be sure to talk to the staff 
teacher and/or director you are working with before using the form.

5.  Requirement for Working in a Child Care Program in New York State
When you registered for this class, you were advised that you would need a tuberculin test and physical. Please 
submit the results of your tuberculin test and the physical information to the child care program director when 
you begin your practicum.  If you do not have this information, speak to the program director.  You will most likely 
have to obtain a physical and tuberculin test and physical before you begin your hours. You can make an 
appointment to obtain a physical and tuberculin test in the SUNY Cortland Student Health Service in Van 
Hoesen Hall, Room B-26 or from your own physician.  

The New York State Office of Children and Family Services, Division of Child Care Services (NYS-OCFS-DCCS) 
has provided guidelines to bypass fingerprinting of student interns, whom SUNY Cortland calls teacher 
candidates, so that the teacher candidates can participate in and observe Child Care Program activities. The 
SUNY Cortland Early Childhood Program has a memorandum of understanding with Child Care Programs and 
we must follow the following conditions: 
There is a signed copy of a written agreement between the program and the learning institution with a copy to 
your program licensor. 
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Interns are never alone with children, and are always with a cleared program staff.
Interns are not counted in required staff/child rations.
Interns are not paid or compensated by the provider, nor considered employees. 
As a teacher candidate, please abide by the conditions that apply to you. Any discretion will be reviewed and a 
teacher candidate will loose credit for their field hours, which results in an E for the course. The finger printing for 
public schools and for teacher certification is required by the New York State Education Department and has 
different requirements from the NYS-OCFS-DCCS finger printing described above.

General Guidelines for Written Work
Writing and speaking clear and error-free English are important for adults to communicate their ideas to others. 
Assignments will include a rubric to evaluate criteria for both content and process.

Academic Integrity

It is expected that candidates will maintain the highest academic and ethical standards. The College is an 
academic community, which values academic integrity and takes seriously its responsibility for upholding 
academic honesty. All members of the academic community have an obligation to uphold high intellectual and 
ethical standards.

Plagiarism, whether by neglect or design, injures the learner and the community of learners; it is usually avoided 
by consistent and conscientious work habits. Violations will be handled according to College policies published in 
the College Handbook, the College Catalog and the Code of Student Conduct and Related Policies.

A violation of academic integrity as an instance of academic dishonesty can occur in many ways. As discussed 
in the SUNY Cortland College Handbook (Section 340.02), instances of academic dishonesty are plagiarism, 
cheating on examinations and other actions such as:
“Possessing papers, assignments, examinations, reports, lab reports or other assignments that have not formally 
been released by the instructor
Purchasing or using a paper or assignment from an online source, paper mill, another student or other source 
and submitting it, wholly or in part as one’s own
Possessing another student’s work without permission

Writing or creating a research paper, written report, lab report or other work for another student
Submitting the same work for two different classes without approval by both faculty members teaching both 
classes.”
Further discussion of plagiarism in the SUNY Cortland College Handbook is as follows: “Students are expected 
to submit and present work that is their own with proper documentation and acknowledgement when the work of 
others is consulted and used. Plagiarism can be intentional by deliberately presenting the work of others as 
one’s own, or inadvertent by accidentally omitting or erroneously citing sources.”

Professional Dispositions

This course follows the Childhood/Early Childhood Department procedures for continuous positive growth toward 
strong teaching skills and dispositions as reflected in the Assessment of Candidate’s Professional Dispositions. It 
is the policy of the Department that positive teaching dispositions are a basic requirement. In the event of 
problematic demonstration of teaching disposition, incidents will be documented and the departmental and 
Teacher Education Council Fair Practice Policy and Procedures for action will be followed. 

Students with Disabilities

If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Student 
Disability Services Office located in B-1 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. 
Information regarding your disability will be treated in a confidential manner. Because many accommodations 
require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as possible.  

If you have a documented disability on file in the Office of Student Disability Services, be sure to notify me so 
that I can modify the course to meet the accommodations you require.

6



Course Requirements and Assignments

1. The texts and additional readings serve as a guide for the course and a common basis for discussion and 
reflection. You are responsible for reading the assignment from the text by the date listed. Discussion questions 
for the text chapters are on elearning. Please answer the questions after reading the chapters. 

Assignments

1. Pre-Course Questionnaire: Please answer all questions. The questionnaire will be shared by all 
instructors in ECE Block (no points given, but assignment is expected on time)

2. Lesson Plans using the lesson plan format available on elearning, and the information from the 
running records, anecdotal recordings, developmental checklists, etc. from your placement. You 
are required to write, implement, and reflect on four developmentally appropriate small group 
lesson plans: a) write a lesson plan for Socio-Dramatic Play for your placement setting. The primary 
emphasis of this lesson should be on the ways children learn through use of imagination, materials, and 
child-centered play. b) write a Creativity lesson plan, incorporating your understanding of music, 
movement, and art. c) write a Science lesson plan using Growing Up Wild, that focuses on inspiring 
wonder in Nature and exploration. d) write a lesson plan for Math which focuses on areas such as 
patterns and relationships, spatial sense, measurement, organization and representation. (10 pts. each, 
total is 40 pts.)

3. Strategically designed learning environment, representing your ideal preschool environment. 
Consider the following key components (be prepared to describe your rationale for the design): 
( 15 pts.)

• safety and traffic flow
• well thought out quiet and active areas
• appropriately thought out square footage for the number of children 
• space designated for each interest area 

       4.   In-class quizzes: There will be 3 short answer quizzes given during class, requiring that you
             understand the reading material. (5 pts. each, total is 15 pts.)
       5.  Journal entries: I will collect your journals each Tues. and they will be returned to you in class on
            Thurs.  (15 pts.)
       6. Early Childhood Block 1 Binder: In addition to these individual assignments you will be putting
            together a binder with all the materials from ECE 331 as well as some materials from ECE 330 and
            332. You will be given a complete list of what is required to be in this binder and I will review it once
            mid-semester and once at the end of the semester. Your Final will be a class presentation of a 
            “Good Idea”: something of your choice from your binder. . (15   pts.)

7



Tentative Course Schedule
SUNY College at Cortland

Childhood and Early Childhood Education Department
ECE 331:  Curriculum Development I

Anticipated Timeline and Assignment Schedule: Additional Reading Will be Added to Some of our Class 
Assignments and Will be Announced in Class 

Date Topics Readings Assignments
01/25/11 Class Participant/Instructor 

Introductions and Introduction to 
Course: Syllabus and Course/Class 

Expectations.
01/27/11 Brief presentation of Pre-Course 

Questionnaire
Overview of Child Development and 

Domains; Diversity and Inclusion; 
Gender; Curriculum Models

CC chapter 1 Assignment #1 due
(Pre-Course 

Questionnaire)

02/01/11 Placements and introduction to EC 
Block for 331, 330, and 332.
If Time, Reading Discussion

CC chapter 2 
and 3

02/03/11 Early childhood settings; Teacher Role;
Child Centered Environment with 

Targeted Interest Areas

CC chapter 4 

02/08/11 The Planning Process for the Whole 
Child Approach.  Using Assessment in 
Long Range Planning, Unit Planning, 

Lesson Planning.

CC chapter 5 
and 7

Journal Due

02/10/11 Socio-Dramatic Play in the Classroom; 
Materials and Appropriate Set-Up; 
Opportunities to Strengthen Child's 

Life Skills Through Play; Self Esteem; 
Myself and My Family Through Play 

CC chapter 16 
Quiz

02/15/11 Setting up Inside and Outdoor 
Environments; Rhythms/Routines

Journal Entry Due

02/17/11 The Preschool Day: Arrival to 
Departure Including the Importance of 
Well Planned Transitions; Small and 

Large Group Activities 
(Work in Class on Socio-Dramatic 

Lesson Plan)

CC  chapter 6 
and 8

02/22/11 Theories of Play and Creativity: Types 
of Play and Structuring Opportunities 

in the Classroom
CC chapter 12 

and 13 

Assignment #2 a) 
Due

(Socio-Dramatic 
Lesson Plan)

02/24/11 Aesthetics: Music, Movement, and Art 
in the Classroom: Social Emotional, 
Physical, and Cognitive Implications
(Work in Class on Creativity Lesson 

Plan)

CC chapter 9 
and review pgs. 

152-154 Journal Entry Due



Tuesday,
3/1

No 330: Double 331: Circle time as an 
active learning environment: 

Small groups choose a concept  and 
list necessary materials/props/

methods for a group circle time, 
outlining how you would carry it out ie. 

community helpers/colors/etc. and 
associated vocabulary/book time

CC chapter 10

In preparation 
for next week's 
in class activity 
(3/3/11), collect 
a bag of items 

that can be used 
for creative play 

with small 
group 

Socio-Dramatic 
Lesson Plan 

Reflection Due

Quiz

03/03/11 In my absence:
Each group takes attendance, 

designates a note-taker, and facilitator 
Class Activity: Strategize how to do a 

creativity lesson plan with the materials 
brought in by group members. How 

creative can you be?

CC chapter 11 
and review pgs. 

142-144 

Hand in outlines from 
the group discussions 
(Place  these outlines 

as well as your 
journal entries in 

Sue's office mailbox 
by end of class-3/3)

03/08/11 No 331: Double 330
The Boy Who Would Be a Helicoptor

Assignment #2 b) 
Due

(Creativity Lesson 
Plan)

Please Hand this 
Assignment in to 

Tricia 

03/10/11 TBD
3/15 and 

3/17
Spring Break

03/22/11 Growing Up Wild Presentation: 1:15-
5:10

Journal Entry Due

03/24/11 Science in the Classroom: Creating a 
Sense of Awe and Inspiring Exploration 

Quiz

Creativity Lesson 
Plan Reflection Due

03/29/11 Multi-Cultural Curriculum W/S/W Part 1
03/31/11 Lime Hollow Field Trip

(Work in Class on Science Lesson 
Plans) 

W/S/W Part 2 Journal Entry Due

04/05/11 Social Studies and Literacy in the 
Classroom

CC Review of 
pgs. 146-150 
and 126-132

04/07/11 Math in the Classroom: 
Problem-solving  regarding  patterns 

and relationships, spatial sense, 
measurement, organization and 

representation.  

CC review of 
pgs. 134-140 

and chapter 14

Assignment 2 c) Due
(Science Lesson 

Plan)

Journal Entry Due
04/12/11 Observe Barry School Math Lesson in 

330 and Return to 331 Classroom to 
Work on Potential Math Lesson Plan, 

Which Will be Tweaked after 4/14 

CC chapter 15

Little book of 
math activities 
(Featherstone) 



Observation
04/14/11 Technology in the Classroom Journal Entry Due

Science Lesson Plan 
Reflection Due

04/19/11
Helping Children Develop 

Interpersonal Skills

Assignment #3 due
(Strategically 

Designed Ideal 
Environment with 
Written Rationale). 

These Will be Added 
to the Portfolio

04/21/11 331 and 330 Combined Class to be 
Held at the Library and if Time, a 

Couple of Presentations of Assignment 
# 3

Journal Entry Due

04/26/11 Strategies for Supporting Self-
Esteem/Behavior and Role Playing 

Scenarios for Dealing with Challenging 
Behavior

Choose 
independent 
resource on 

social emotional 
development 

regarding 
challenging 

behaviors, and 
journal on 
findings 

(be prepared to 
identify your 

resource during 
class)

04/28/11 Addressing Special Needs Through 
Assessment, Family Involvement, and 

Programming

Assignment 2 d) Due
(Math Lesson Plan)

05/03/11 Developing Individualized 
Programming in a Group Setting

Review 
Chapters 4 and 

5 of DAP
Final Journal Entry 

Due
05/05/11 Successful Preparation/Planning: 

Materials, Activities, and Flexibility
Create outline 

of final 
questions for 
clarification 

from 
coursework

05/10/11 Discussion Addressing Specific 
Questions From Course

Math Lesson Plan 
Reflection Due

Assignment #6 Due
Complete Portfolio 
and prepare your 
“Good Idea” to 

Present as Your Final 
Exam (one not 

already presented)



05/12/11 Study Day
05/17/11 Study Day

 12/18 (1-3) Final Examination for 331
Portfolio “Good Idea” Presentation 


