
SUNY College at Cortland 
Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department 

ECE 330: Observation and Assessment of Young Children 
 
Credit Hours 3 Name of Instructor/Professor: Patricia Roiger 
Semester/Year Spring 2011 Telephone: 753-5479 
Location: School of Education Building room 1103 Office Location: Cornish 1237 
Section CRN23332.601  Office Hours:  Wed 12:30-4:00, Thurs. 3:00-5:00, 

before and after class and by appointment. 
Days and times: Tues./Thurs. 1:15-2:30  
 

E-Mail: patricia.roiger@cortland.edu  
 

Required Text/Bibliographic Materials Required  
Curtis D. and Carter M. (2000). The art of awareness: how observation can transform your 
            teaching. New Jersey: Pearson Education, Inc.  
Harms,T., Clifford,R., and Cryer, D. (2005). Early childhood environment rating scale, revised  
            edition,  (ECER-RS) New York: Teachers College Press 
Koralek D. G. (Ed.). (2004). Spotlight on young children and assessment.  Washington, DC:   
             National Association for the Education of Young Children.  
Paley V. (1990). Boy who would be a helicopter. Massachusetts: Harvard University Press 
 
Articles and handouts distributed in class or on eLearning. 
 
Other Readings  
Bredekamp, S. & Copple, C. (Eds.). (2009). Developmentally appropriate practice in early      
childhood programs serving children from birth through age 8 (3d ed.).  Washington, DC: National 
Association of the Education of Young Children. 
Carter, M. & Curtis, D. (1996).  Spreading the news: Sharing the stories of early childhood 
education.  St.       Paul, MN:  Redleaf Press. 
Cohen, D.H., Stern, V, & Bablaban, N.(1997).  Observing and recording the behavior of young 
children.        (4th ed.). New York:  Teachers College Press. 
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). (2009). Washington, DC: 
American Psychology Association. This manual is available at the information desk in the SUNY 
Cortland library (second floor).  Information on American Psychological Association style can also 
be found at the following website: http://www.apastyle.org/
Further information for APA format: The Online Writing Lab at Purdue (OWL): Resources for APA 
Formatting and Style Guide and Avoiding Plagiarism can be found at the following website: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/  
  
Throughout the semester, readings will be suggested from professional journals, books and other 
sources. The articles will either be distributed in class or are available on the Internet, in the 
instructor’s office or in the College library. Some of the Early Childhood professional journals 
include: Child Care Information Exchange, Childhood Education, Dimensions of Early Childhood, 
Early Childhood Education Journal, Early Childhood Research Quarterly, Educational Leadership, 
Journal of Exceptional Children, Journal of Research in Childhood Education, Teaching 
Tolerance, Young Children 
 
Young Children and Teaching Young Children are journals that are available or distributed to 
members of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).  Online 
access to Young Children is in the “Members Only” section of NAEYC’s website 
(www.naeyc.org). Members receive a printed version of Young Children or Teaching Young 
Children 6 times per year. There is a state association called the New York State Association for 
the Education of Young Children (NYSAEYC) and they hold a state conference each year. SUNY 
Cortland Early Childhood students have participated and presented at these conferences. The 
local affiliate of the NAEYC is the Cortland Association for the Education of Young Children 
(CAEYC).  Information on meetings and events will be distributed in class.  If you are not yet a 
member, you can join NAEYC/NYSAEYC/CAEYC at the following website: 
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http://www.naeyc.org/membership/.  In order to fulfill your portfolio requirements, you must belong 
and be actively involved in a professional organization. This is an appropriate professional 
organization for you to join and become an active member of at the local and/or state level. 
 
Resource Bibliography Upon which Course is Based. It is on ECE 332 elearning 
 
Course Description:  This course will acquaint students with the observation and assessment 
techniques that they will need to understand young children’s growth and development in order to 
meet the individual needs of children while building on their strengths.  Students will examine 
formal and informal assessment of physical, cognitive, language and social/emotional 
development.  Critical issues in early childhood development assessment will be addressed.  
Students will practice techniques and assessments throughout the semester.  Prerequisite: ECE 
270 and PSY 231. 
 
Other Activities and Resources  
There are several activities that will take place through out the semester.   Information will be 
provided in class.  Information on field trips to settings that integrate the course content in the 
community will be provided in class.  Students are encouraged to attend other related workshops 
and workshops required for teacher certification and/or related to early childhood education.  
Information on these workshops will be provided in class.  
 
TaskStream Procedures 
The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department uses TaskStream as its data management 
tool for performance-based assessments for the New York State Department of Education, 
NCATE, ACEI, NAEYC and other reports. Candidates are required to subscribe to TaskStream 
and to upload certain tasks into a Directed Response Folio for each of their courses in the 
program. 
 
These assessment procedures are in keeping with the Assessment Philosophy of SUNY 
Cortland, found on page 8 of the SUNY Cortland Undergraduate Catalog. If you have any 
questions regarding this process, please speak with your instructor or the Chair of the 
Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department. 
 
Taskstream Core Assignment  
The assignment to be uploaded into TaskStream DRF 
ECE 330 TaskStream assignment is: Child Study Report; you will upload the table of contents 
and the child study report.  The Core assignment must be uploaded before a final grade can be 
given.  An incomplete will be given in place of a final grade until the assignment is uploaded onto 
Taskstream. 
 
Standards/Grade Equivalents 
(A+ is reserved for flawless work of exceptional quality reflecting original insight and creativity and 
perfect attendance). 
TaskStream Classifications:  Target: A to A-; Acceptable: B+ to B-; Unacceptable: (Incomplete or 
C+ -below) 
 
Letter Grade Equivalents: 
Superior Fair Failure 
A+ 100+  C+ 77-79.99 E  Below 60 
A 94-99.99 C  74-76.99  
A- 90-93.99 C- 70-73.99  
Good Minimally Acceptable  
B+ 87-89.99 D+ 67-69.99  
B 84-86.99 D 64-66.99  
B- 80-83.99 D- 60-63.99  
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eLearning  
All materials relevant to the course are found on eLearning.  Materials can be referred to at any 
time or printed off at your convenience.  
 

Course Attendance Policy 

It is the policy of the College that regular class attendance is a basic requirement in all courses. 
However, as long as absences are not excessive, it shall be the students’ performance and not 
their attendance record, which shall determine their course grades. Penalties for excessive 
absences, as determined by the instructor’s policy, shall not exceed one-third of a letter grade per 
class hour of absence (College Handbook, 410 12A).  

Attendance will be regularly taken. Absences will affect your participation grade (See Participation 
in this syllabus.) and your class final course grade.  Arriving late or leaving early will also 
negatively affect your grade. 

You are expected to attend every class meeting of this course. In this course, excessive is 
defined as more than one absence in a once-a-week course, two absences in a twice-a-week 
course. Three arrivals late to class or three early departures equal one absence. According to the 
policy stated above, for each absence over two classes in a twice-a-week class as this class is 
taught will mean that your final grade will be reduced i.e. If your final grade is a B, one absence 
after the second absence will reduce it to a B-.  For each additional absence, there will be a 
lowering of one third of the letter grade. If you miss a class or part of a class for any reason 
including illness or a college approved activity, please arrange to get handouts from the instructor 
and notes from another class member.  Please notify the instructor in advance of any anticipated 
absence.  Notification does not mean that you have an excused absence unless I tell you that I 
will consider it as excused.  All absences, not just excessive absences, will be considered for the 
participation grade. You are responsible for all work missed because of absence.  
 
Overall Plan of the Course: Rationale/Goals/Objectives and How They Reflect Specific 
Components for the Professional Standards and SUNY Cortland’s Conceptual Framework  
ECE 330 Observation and Assessment should be taken in block one of the early childhood 
courses.  Included in the ECE block one courses are ECE 330 Observation and Assessment; 
ECE 331 Curriculum Development I, ECE 332 Preschool Practicum. All three courses must be 
taken together.  Students will connect course theory to practice in ECE 332 Preschool Practicum.  
Activities and assignments in this course can serve as evidence for the early childhood portfolio 
that is being developed throughout the program.  As in all early childhood courses, students will 
have opportunities to develop analytical writing, problem solving, critical thinking, reflection, public 
speaking/presentation and technological skills.  Specific issues for this course include but are not 
limited to authentic and traditional assessment, ethics and confidentiality, observation and 
recording, parent\teacher interaction and conferences, observing for emergent literacy, 
environmental print, phonemic awareness, using documentation for child abuse suspicions, 
mandatory reporting of abuse, certification requirement (SAVE and CARR workshops), screening 
and referral for evaluation, program assessment such as license requirements, accreditation, 
selecting an appropriate assessment system, and accommodations and accountability.    
 
SUNY Cortland’s education programs are accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE) through 2009.  SUNY Cortland was required to develop a 
Conceptual Framework (CF) for all of its teacher education programs to meet accreditation 
requirements.  The Conceptual Framework also addresses the New York State Education 
Department (NYSED) requirements for teacher education programs.  Early Childhood teacher 
candidates must be knowledgeable about SUNY Cortland’s CF. See the following websites for 
SUNY Cortland’s CF, the CF brochure and more information on SUNY Cortland and NCATE: 
www.cortland.edu/teacher-education,  
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http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/NCATE_Brochure.pdf, http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/   
 
The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) in working with NCATE 
has developed guidelines for the preparation of early childhood teachers.  The goals and 
objectives of this course have been aligned with the NAEYC Standards for Professional 
Preparation at the Initial Licensure Level in order to prepare students to be able to demonstrate 
what they know and are able to do as early childhood teachers.  See the following website for the 
NAEYC standards: http://www.naeyc.org/profdev/prep_review/preprev_2001.htm. See WebCT or 
the instructor for a listing of how the SUNY Cortland Early Childhood program identifies the 
standards numerically and by level. 
 
The Learning Outcomes, Learning Activities and Assessment Methods for this course and all 
courses in the Early Childhood Program are interrelated and reflect the NAEYC Standards for 
Professional Preparation and the SUNY Cortland Conceptual Framework.  

 
Course Outcomes and Assessment 

ECE 330 
Revised: January, 2011 
NAEYC Standards Learning Outcomes Learning Activities Assessment Methods 
Standard 3 
Observing, 
Documenting, and 
Assessing to Support 
Young Children and 
Families 3a 
Standard 5 Becoming 
a Professional 5d 

1.  Articulate the 
rationale for 
assessment.  (CF: 
Knowledge Base, 
Professional and 
State Standards, 
Assessment, 
Professional 
Commitments 12) 

Readings and 
discussions on goals, 
uses and benefits of 
assessment.  Guided 
field observation and 
reflection 

Rubric scored essay 
on rationale for 
assessment, Graded 
Reading logs and/or 
Quizzes 

Standard 3 
Observing, 
Documenting, and 
Assessing to Support 
Young Children and 
Families 3c 
Standard 5 Becoming 
a Professional 5b 

2.  Demonstrate the 
competency in 
responsible 
assessment.  (CF: 
Knowledge Base, 
Professional 
Commitments, 
Diversity, 
Assessment, 12) 

Child Study and 
discussion that 
emphasize ethics and 
diversity.  Role play 

Graded child study 
scenario 

Standard 3 
Observing, 
Documenting, and 
Assessing to Support 
Young Children and 
Families 3b 
 

3.  Demonstrate 
proficiency in using 
and in interpreting 
formal and informal 
assessment tools and 
approaches. (CF: 
Knowledge Base, 
Professional 
Commitments, 
Assessment, 12) 

Readings, discussion, 
field experience that 
enable candidates to 
practice using a full 
range of observations 
and assessment. 

Graded Field 
observations  

Standard 1 Promoting 
Child development 
and Learning 1b,c, d 
 

4.  Interpret 
observation and 
assessment through 
child development 
domains.  (CF: 
Knowledge Base, 
Professional 
Commitments, 

Child study, recording, 
analysis and 
interpretation of 
observations of 
children 

Graded child study 
and observations. 
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Assessment, 8,12) 
Standard 4 Teaching 
and Learning: 4b, 4c, 
d (Sub-standard 4a) 
Connecting with 
children and families.   
 

5.  Use observations 
and assessment as a 
basis for meeting the 
child’s all round 
individual and group 
needs. (CF: 
Knowledge Base, 
Professional and 
State Standards, 
Assessment, 8,10,11, 
12) 

Readings and using 
case studies for 
decision-making.  
Role play scenarios 
Field trip to local 
program or school 

Graded role play 
Interview 
Parent/guardian of 
Study Child for the 
Child Study Report  

Standard 2 Building 
Family and 
Community 
Relationships: 2b, c 

6.  Develop 
assessment 
partnerships with 
family and other 
interdisciplinary 
colleges.  (CF: 
Professional 
Commitments, 
Assessment, 5, 6,12) 

Readings and using 
case studies for 
decision-making.  
Role play scenarios  

Graded role play 

Standard 1 Promoting 
Child development 
and Learning 1c 
Standard 5 Becoming 
a Professional 5e 
 

7.  Assessment and 
reflection of program 
in field placement 
(CF: Professional 
Commitments 10) 

Readings and 
discussions.  Keeping 
an accurate reflective 
journal of the field 
placement 

Rubric scored written 
report of the program 
or setting observation 

Standard 4 Teaching 
and Learning: 4b 

8. Demonstrate 
competency in 
technology.  (CF: 
Professional 
Commitments, 
Technology, 13) 
 

Readings and 
discussions.  Review 
different forms of 
assessment programs 
on line 

Graded observation of 
study child using 
technology 

 
Evaluation of Student Performance   Final grades will be based on the total number of points 
earned during the semester.  This final grade reflects the student’s demonstrated knowledge of 
the course material and the student’s ability to express him/herself orally and in writing.  Students 
are expected to come to class and participate in discussions and activities.  Assigned readings 
must be completed prior to class.  Written assignments must be typed and submitted on time.  
Five points will be deducted for late papers.  There will be no rewrites; hard copies only please.   
The Rationale for Assessment essay will be handed in on eLearning and as a hard copy.  
References must be cited APA style. 
 
Course Expectations for ECE 330 

The texts and additional readings serve as a guide for the course and a common basis for 
discussion and reflection.  You are responsible for reading the assignment from the text by the 
date listed.  

You are required to utilize the technology support system that is used for this course.  Most 
course materials and rubrics for assignments will be available on eLearning.  At the beginning of 
this class, information will be provided on how to access these materials. 
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You are expected to participate in class activities.  If you are absent, you cannot participate. 
(See Course Attendance Policy in the syllabus.) If you are not attentive in class you cannot 
participate fully.  

Cell Phone and Texting:  Distractions such as texting demonstrate a lack of attention and a lack 
of concern for others.  However, if you have an emergency such as a sick child, please let me 
know and I and others in the class will understand if you have to attend to a cell phone message 
or call.  There will be on point from the final grade fro each incident with no warning.  

If you do not read the assignments or access eLearning, your participation is hindered.  Because 
this is a cooperative/collaborative learning situation, a lack of participation will diminish all of our 
learning. Sometimes students feel that they need to comment or question frequently in order to 
demonstrate participation. Please respect others and be sure to support everyone in participating 
even if you have to limit your own comments but be sure you do not use this as an excuse for not 
sharing or participating. Class participation includes: attendance, attentiveness, respect for 
others, support person performance (responsibilities of being a support person will be discussed 
in class.), contributions to small and whole group discussions, preparation of readings and 
responses to readings, in class writing or other activities, and participation and/or communication 
using eLearning.  It is important for you participate in class so I can get to know you as well as for 
you to share the experiences you have with working with young children, in particular, your 
practicum experiences.  Remember: Attending class should not be a passive experience.

Confidentiality is an important consideration in all work with children, their families and 
community programs and people. In your journals, use a pseudonym when referring to children. 
This is one way to protect the confidentiality of children. Regardless if a community seems big or 
small, the world is often smaller than you think.  If you make comments in public places, you can 
be overheard. If you share thoughts with others, the information can be relayed to others or the 
person you are talking to may become offended for various reasons. You should do critical 
reflection and ask questions on site and in class but refrain from being judgmental.  It can be 
valuable to discuss incidents and experiences with the person you are working with or in class so 
that we can all learn from your reflections. If you have a question about discussing something or 
about a child you observed or a practice you have seen, talk to me about it first. What is said in 
class stays in our class.  All students must not discuss children, families and community 
programs or the people they meet or work with or hear about outside of our class unless they do 
so in a manner that respects confidentiality. Likewise, it is important to respect the confidentiality 
of your fellow students. This is what is required of a professional. Related to confidentiality is 
asking for permission to take pictures, videos and use the work of children or other people you 
are working with.  Some programs have specific rules about this or have a release form that you 
can use.  

 
Course Assignment Descriptions and Expectations (all assignments are on eLearning and 
will be discussed in class) 
 
You are required to hand in all assignments on the due dates with rubrics stapled to the back. 
Late work will only receive a maximum of a C grade. Work will not be accepted after the due date 
or without the appropriate rubric.  Assignments must be submitted on the due date.  Only in 
extreme circumstances will late work be accepted. 
 

1. Quizzes:  will include primarily short answer, matching and/or multiple choice questions 
based on chapter readings and class discussion. Only part of the class time will be 
allotted to taking the quizzes.  If you are absent for a quiz, you will loose the points 
allocated unless the instructor excuses you because of a legitimate reason such as a 
death in the family, hospitalization or a prior excused absence for a college approved 
activity.  Please notify the instructor in writing and in advance if you have a special need 
or require an excused absence to schedule a make up of a quiz.  Individual concerns or 
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questions must be addressed during office hours.  See the tentative course schedule for 
dates. 

2. The Boy Who Would Be a Helicopter by Vivian Paley:  The author, Paley, shares her 
teaching experiences with young children in an early childhood classroom.  Various times 
throughout the semester you will read an assigned number of pages of the book, which 
will be discussed in class.  Come prepared to relate the assigned reading to the children 
in your practicum placement.   

3. Early childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS):  You will be assessing your 
practicum placement environment.  It is a lengthy assignment but a valuable assignment 
because the environment plays an important role how the children interact in the 
environment, with each other and with their teachers.  ECERS provides a detailed look at 
an early childhood center.  Information from the ECERS may be used when writing your 
case study child report. 

4. Essay on the rationale for assessment:  The essay is a culmination of the readings and 
class discussions as well as your experiences with various assessment tools.  You will 
address the purpose of assessment for young children and the impact of No Child Left 
Behind. 

5. Method of and application of assessment on Lesson Plan:  You and a partner will be 
teaching a small group of children two consecutive lessons on mathematics at a local 
public school.  More information will be given in class.  You will experience the value of 
teaching consecutive lessons with the same group of children.  You will modify your 
lessons as you learn about the needs of the children.  The modification may come as you 
plan for the next lesson or as you are teaching the lesson.  You will learn about pacing 
and the value of over-planning a lesson. 

6. Parent Interview: You will interview the parent or guardian of the child for your child 
study. It is important to remember that the parent is the first teacher, thus the purpose of 
this interview is for you to gather other information about your child for the child study.  
The information you gain from the interview is to be used in the child study report for the 
introduction, SPLICE domains and the summary of the report.   

7. Child Study Report:  You and your host teacher will select a child for you to observe on a 
regular basis.  You will use various assessment tools to gather information on the child in 
the different domains (SPLICE: social, physical, language, intellectual, creative and 
emotional).  Once you have gathered information from your observations you will write a 
report using the SPLICE domains.  The report is to be written professionally as a sample 
of the type of report you will be writing when you have your own classroom of young 
children.  

8. Parent/Teacher Conference Role Play based on Child Study:  The child study report will 
be used in a simulated parent/teacher conference.   

 
Course Requirements and Assignments   

1. Three Quizzes:   
a. 5 pts 
b. 10pts 
c. 10pts  

2. ECERS Environment Rating Scale (a photo copy of the retain scale must be handed in, 
Not the original):  20pts  

3. Essay on the rationale for assessment: 20pts 
4. Method of and application of assessment for Math Lesson Plan (minus 5 points if no or 

little participation) 
5. Parent Interview: 5pts 
6. Child Study Report: 25pts 
7. Final Exam:  Parent/Teacher Conference Role Play based on Child Study: 5pts 

 
 
Students with Disabilities  
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the 
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Office of Student Disability Services located in B-1, Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an 
appointment. Information regarding your disability will be treated in a confidential manner. 
Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be 
made as early as possible. 

General Guidelines for Written Work
1.  Writing and speaking clear and error-free English are important for adults to communicate 
their ideas to others.  Assignments will include an evaluation criterion for both content and 
process.
2. When you use sources for your work, you must cite them using APA style.  You are required to 
use and cite your reading in written assignments (for which you will receive credit). 
Written work (including APA style when directed) is required to be error free and will be returned 
for revision if more than three errors are found.  Correct APA style guidelines can be found at: 
The Online Writing Lab at Purdue (OWL): Resources for APA Formatting and Style Guide and 
Avoiding Plagiarism can be found at the following website: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/.  A 
sequence of steps for another source for citing APA is on eLearing. 
Failure to cite other people's work is plagiarism.  If you use lesson plans developed by others, 
you must site the source. All instances of academic dishonesty including plagiarism will be 
handled according to the College policy and will result, at the very least, in a failing mark for that 
assignment.  See Academic Integrity Statement in this syllabus.  
3.  Type all written work unless an exception is granted.
4. Students are strongly encouraged to have peers proofread their work before it is handed in.  
5. Each formal written assignment is given a due date.  It is important to meet this deadline so 
that you do not fall behind and so that the course can move along smoothly.  If you have an 
emergency or conflict that prevents you from submitting your assignment directly to me on the 
date that it is due, please discuss it with me in advance of the due date.  Failure to submit one of 
the assignments on time without making a previous arrangement with me will result in a grade 
penalty for that assignment. 
6.  A rubric must be handed in with each assignment; a point will be taken off if there is no rubric 
handed in with the assignment.  
7. The ECERS assignment must be copied; originals will not be accepted.
 
Academic Integrity Academic Integrity 
It is expected that candidates will maintain the highest academic and ethical standards. The 
College is an academic community, which values academic integrity and takes seriously its 
responsibility for upholding academic honesty. All members of the academic community have an 
obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards. 
 
Plagiarism, whether by neglect or design, injures the learner and the community of learners; it is 
usually avoided by consistent and conscientious work habits. Violations will be handled according 
to College policies published in the College Handbook, the College Catalog and the Code of 
Student Conduct and Related Policies. 
 
A violation of academic integrity as an instance of academic dishonesty can occur in many ways. 
As discussed in the SUNY Cortland College Handbook (p. 51), instances of academic dishonesty 
are plagiarism, cheating on examinations and other actions such as: 

• “Possessing papers, assignments, examinations, reports, lab reports or other 
assignments that have not formally been released by the instructor 

• Purchasing or using a paper or assignment from an online source, paper mill, another 
student or other source and submitting it, wholly or in part as one’s own 

• Possessing another student’s work without permission 
• Writing or creating a research paper, written report, lab report or other work for another 

student 
• Submitting the same work for two different classes without approval by both faculty 

members teaching both classes.” 
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Further discussion of plagiarism in the SUNY Cortland College Handbook (p. 51) is as follows: 
“Students are expected to submit and present work that is their own with proper documentation 
and acknowledgement when the work of others is consulted and used. Plagiarism can be 
intentional by deliberately presenting the work of others as one’s own, or inadvertent by 
accidentally omitting or erroneously citing sources.” 
 
Professional Dispositions Statement 
This course follows the Childhood/Early Childhood Department procedures for continuous 
positive growth toward strong teaching skills and dispositions as reflected in the Assessment of 
Candidate’s Professional Dispositions. It is the policy of the Department that positive teaching 
dispositions are a basic requirement. In the event of problematic demonstration of teaching 
disposition, incidents will be documented and the departmental and Teacher Education Council 
Fair Practice Policy and Procedures for action will be followed.  
 
Tentative Course Schedule and Activities If the course schedule is interrupted during the 
semester students are required to complete the readings as directed on the Course Schedule. 
The tentative course schedule includes readings from other sources.   The readings are listed 
with the topic to be discussed for the week.  If you have any questions about the assignments 
please don’t hesitate to ask.  The Spotlight on Young Children and Assessment is abbreviated in 
the course schedule as Spotlight.  A reading log, quick write or quiz will be based on the 
readings.  Appropriate time will be given when a quiz or assignment is due.  Several observations 
will be required during your practicum visits. These will be discussed thorough out the semester. 
Assignments must be submitted on the due date.  Only in extreme circumstances will late work 
be accepted. 
 

Tentative Course Schedule and Activities 
Semester: Spring Year:  2011 

Class: ECE 330 
ECE 330 T&TH 1:15-2:30 Ed Bldg 1103 
ECE 331 T& TH 2:50-4:05 Ed Bldg 1103 
ECE 332 TH 4:20-5:10 Ed Bldg 1104 Does not meet every week 

 
 

Week  Dates Topics  Assignments 
1 Tuesday, 1/25 

 
Thursday, 1/27 

Introduction to Course (Syllabus and Texts), 
Instructor 
Using eLearning and Other Resources, 
Taskstream, etc. 
Purpose of assessment 
(Tentative: ECE 332 Placements) 

 

Read: 
Introduction in Art of 
Awareness and 
Spotlight pages2-8 

2 Tuesday, 2/1 
 
 
 

Thursday, 2/3 

Combined classes of ECE 330. 331 & 332: 
Introduction to EC Block I 
 
 
Child Study; observation skills, confidentiality, 
objectivity; authentic assessment, SPLICE, 
running record during social dramatic play of 
child for the child study 
 

 
Read Ch 1 and 2 Art of 
Awareness  

3 Tuesday, 2/8 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, 2/10 

Boy who would be a helicopter: discuss and 
connect to child in child study and other 
children in your placement 

 
 
Anecdotal recordings, parent interview 

Read Forward to page 
29 in Boy Who would be 
a helicopter 

 
 

 9



 
4 Tuesday, 2/15 

 
Thursday, 2/17 

Assessment methods in your practicum, 
ongoing assessment, traditional assessment 
developmental checklist: birth-five, terminology 
for early childhood standards and assessment 

 
 
 

Running record due-
2/17 place at the end 
of  your practicum 
binder 
 
Spotlight: page 42 terms 
we use for assessment 

5 Tuesday, 2/22 
 

Thursday 2/24 

Creativity and young children: observing 
children explore, invent, construct 
 
School readiness, screening referral for 
evaluation, traditional assessment-
appropriate/inappropriate, testing, 
standardized test, criterion and norm 
referenced test, reliability and validity, high 
stakes tests 

 
 

CAEYC Student Meeting at 4:30 during ECE 
332-Thurs. 2/24 
 

Quiz on Assessment 
Terminology  
 
Read Art of Awareness 
Ch 5 
 
Article: What children 
think of child care  

 
6 

 
Tuesday, 3/1 

 
 

Thursday, 3/3 

 
Sue: DOUBLE class-ECE 331 No ECE 330 on 
Tues.   
 
ECE 330 Regular class: ECERS Early 
Childhood Environment Rating Scale 
  
Program assessment: license requirements, 
accreditation, accommodations, accountability, 
RtI   Response to Intervention 

 
Boy/helicopter  (29-60) 

 
 

 
Quiz What children 
think of child care (3/3) 
 
Read Boy Who would 
be a helicopter- pages 
29-60;  
Spotlight article: School 
Readiness page 29 
 
Running record #2 due 

7 Tuesday, 3/8 
(NCATE Visit) 

 
Thursday 3/10 

 
 

ECE 330 DOUBLE Session No ECE 331:  
Diane Craft-presenter on young children and 
integrating physical movement and curriculum 
Children and power 
Classroom Rules 
 
Boy/Helicopter (60-100) 

Read Art of Awareness: 
Ch 3 Observing from 
child’s perspective, and 
Ch 7 How children seek 
power;  
Spotlight: Page 22 
article From Policing to 
participation  
Boy/helicopter read 
pages 60-100 

 Tuesday, 3/15 
 

Thursday, 3/17 
Spring Break:  

No Classes 

Spring Break 
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Tuesday, 3/22 
 

Thursday, 3/24 
 

Growing Up wild or Project Learning Tree 
 
Tentative: Crystal Clough, Public health Nurse 
and Assessment of young children 

Art of Awareness Ch 6 
Connecting with the 
Natural World 
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Tuesday 3/29 

 
 
 

Thursday 3/31 

 
Child for the child study: DAP and 
assessments; Rationale on assessment Essay 
 
 
Visit Lime Hollow Center for Environment and 
Culture 
 

Quiz: Ch 6 art of 
Awareness  

10 Tuesday, 4/5 
 

Thursday, 4/7 

 
Prepare for Barry School Math lessons: TMC 
Conference room 
 

 
 
 

 (4/7) 
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Tuesday, 4/12 

 
Thursday, 4/14 
Scholar’s Day 
Friday, 4/15 

 
Teach math lessons with small group of 
Kindergarteners at Barry School, Cortland 
School district 

 
 
 

Barry School 1:45-2:15; 
Arrive at the school at 
1:30. 
 
Write lesson plan 
reflections for each 
lesson taught 

12 Tuesday, 4/19 
 

Thursday, 4/21 
Passover: 4/19-

4/20 
Good Friday: 4/22 

Math teaching experience and Boy/helicopter 
(100-163) 
 

 
Tentative:  Technology-meet in the TMC 
conference room 

 

Read Boy/helicopter 
pages 100-163 
 
Art of Awareness Ch 4 
Children using their 
senses 

13 Tuesday, 4/26 
 

Thursday, 4/28 
4/28-4/30 
NYSAEYC 
Conference,  
Westchester, NY 

Using documentation for child abuse 
suspicions, mandatory reporting of abuse, 
certification requirements:  SAVE and Carr 
 
 
 

Read Art of Awareness 
Ch 10 & 11:  observing 
children with families 
and using your 
observations 

14 Tuesday, 5/3 
Last Day for In 
Class Exams 

 
Thursday, 5/7 

 
Observing children’s eagerness toward literacy 
and how children form relationships   
 
Review ongoing assessment and forms of 
assessment appropriate for young children  
 

Art of Awareness Ch 8 
& 9 Literacy and young 
children and forming 
relationships 

15 Tuesday, 5/10 
Last Class 

 
Study Days: 5/11, 

5/12 

Prepare for the final: Parent/teacher 
interaction, communication conferences, active 
listening, progress reports 
 
 

Child Study Due 
Art of Awareness Ch 12 
&13  

16 Final Exam 
ECE 330 

Saturday, 5/14, 
1:00-3:00 

 
 
 
ECE 331 

College policy states: 
Undergraduates who miss a final exam will 
receive an E for that course unless they obtain 
an excuse for their absence from their dean 
(SUNY Cortland College Handbook: 2008-
2010,410:12A).  
http://www2.cortland.edu/dotAsset/127824.pdf
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https://tyler.cortland.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=7ad3b9d5d76d4dcf8a12ee4a97135a63&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww2.cortland.edu%2fdotAsset%2f127824.pdf


Wednesday, 5/18, 
1:00-3:00 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
OBSERVATIONS DUE: 
 

1. Running record #1:  of the child study child observed during socio-dramatic play. Place 
in Practicum binder, 2/17 

 
2. Running record #2 of child study child observed during creative activity (art, blocks, etc) 

Place in Practicum Binder  March 3 
 
3. Anecdotal recording #1of the child study child observed during Science   Place in 

Practicum binder March 31 
 
4. Anecdotal recording #2 of the child study child observed during Math   Place in 

Practicum Binder April 14 
 
5. Anecdotal recording #3 of the child study child observed during Physical/movement 

activity Place in Practicum Binder April 28 
 
6. Developmental checklist of the child study child observed   Place in Practicum Binder 

May 5  
 

7. Collected samples of the child study child’s creative work due   Place in Practicum 
Binder Ongoing throughout the semester 

 
ASSIGNMENTS DUE 
 

1. Parent Interview Due: Feb. 24 
 
2. ECERS assignment due March 24 

 
3. Math Lesson Plans, method of assessment samples, math lesson reflection Due 

April 21 
 
4. Essay: Rationale for Assessment due April 28 

  
5. Child study report due with ALL observations, child’s creative work samples, and 

checklist:  May 10 
 
Quizzes: See Syllabus for Tentative dates 
 

1. What Children Think of Childcare article 
2. Assessment Terminology  
3. Art of awareness Ch. 6 
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