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State University of New York College at Cortland 
School of Education 

Childhood/Early Childhood Department 
Education 657: Elementary School Practicum and Research Seminar 

 
Course Syllabus 

 
Course Information: 
Course: EDU 657 
Section: 601 CRN: 25531 
Semester/year: Spring 2011 
Credit Hours: 3 
Class: Mondays 1:50 – 4:20 
Location: Beard Building (Main St.) 2nd floor 

Professor Information: 
Dr. Susan Stratton 
Office: EDUC 1245  
Office Phone: (607) 753-2467 
Office Hours: Mon & Tues 10-12; & by 
appointment 
Email: strattons@cortland.edu   
 

Required Materials: 
 
Johnson, P. (2005). A short guide to action research (2nd ed). Boston: Pearson Education. 
ISBN: 020541253X 
 
Recommended Materials: 
Current edition of APA guide. Reference copy available on the first floor of the library in 
the reference area in the Learning Commons. 
 

 
Course Description 
This course has two components. Students will participate in a 100-hour practicum in an 
elementary school setting. Here they will work collaboratively with the classroom teacher in 
areas of planning, instruction, assessment and classroom management that will lead them 
towards a clearer understanding of the role of the teacher in the classroom and prepare them for 
the more intense student teacher semester. In addition, they will attend a weekly seminar 
focusing on issues related to the practicum. They will also explore issues, trends, and practices in 
classroom inquiry and teacher action research that will lead to the development of a research 
proposal for the MST Program masters' project. The course instructor will oversee the students' 
practicum experience. Prerequisites: EDU516 and EDU 650.  
 
Course Objectives 
The major purpose for this course is for you as a teacher to understand the sources of knowledge 
about teaching and learning. Teachers should be critical readers of information and be able to 
analyze research conclusions about education in many contexts. Teachers should be convinced of 
the necessity of doing research and feel empowered to do so. The course will focus on the 
methods of achieving reliable and valid research results and the accurate reporting of those 
results. Our objective will be to explore questions that are interesting to solve in the form of a 
research project. The culmination will be the Masters Project for your MST program. 
Specifically, the objectives of the course are that the student: 
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• Increase facility in reading and analyzing research, demonstrated through a 
literature review. 

• Critically analyze sources of knowledge. 
• Define and apply appropriately a variety of research methods, including both 

qualitative and quantitative strategies. 
• Explore and implement policies of the Institutional Review board (IRB) and 

understand underlying issues related to ethical considerations of conducting 
research. 

• Create projects that demonstrate accomplishment of these skills: identifying an 
area of interest, collecting and analyzing data as possible and writing research 
results in the format of a research report (introduction, literature review, methods, 
results, discussion and conclusions 

• Assume the responsibilities of a professional educator by analyzing, critiquing 
and creating new knowledge about the classroom, teaching and learning 

 
Conceptual Framework 
The teacher education program at SUNY Cortland is built upon the foundation of liberal learning 
and the development of teachers who have exceptional pedagogical knowledge and skills. The 
foundation of liberal learning informs the professional education strand in an innovative thematic 
approach that emphasizes personal responsibility and global understanding. For further 
information visit the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and 
has a Conceptual Framework (CF) for all of its teacher education programs. See the following 
website for more information on SUNY Cortland and NCATE: http://www.cortland.edu/ncate/.  
The learning outcomes specifically addressed in this course are: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, and 13. 
 
NCATE and ACEI 
The Association for the Education of Children International (ACEI) in working with NCATE has 
developed guidelines for the preparation of childhood teachers.  The goals and objectives of this 
course have been aligned with these standards in order to prepare students to be able to 
demonstrate what they know and are able to do as childhood teachers.  See the following website 
for the ACEI standards: http://.www.udel.edu/bateman/acei/  
 
Note that different texts and resources for this course may be used. After meeting two, 
candidates are expected to read from the text, supplement the text with outside readings and 
compare readings with other students when possible, and be able to address the questions/topics 
listed under assignments for the day. In addition, each week candidates may present and discuss 
their progress toward a research topic or portfolio synthesis for the Masters Capstone Project. 
 
Course Attendance Policy 
Your presence and participation are crucial in a course that emphasizes interaction and the 
experiential. Penalties are given for unexcused and/or chronic absences (see handbook, pg. 56). 
 
Academic Integrity Statement 
The College is an academic community, which values academic integrity and takes seriously its 
responsibility for upholding academic honesty.  All members of the academic community have 
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an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards. For more information on 
academic integrity and academic dishonesty, please refer to the College Handbook, the College 
Catalog and the Code of Student Conduct and Related Policies or ask your instructor. 
 
Students Needing Special Services 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you 
are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the office of 
Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. 
Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. Because many 
accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodation should be made as early as 
possible. Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to determine 
their appropriateness in this setting. I encourage any students who have special learning needs to 
make them known to me very early in the course so that I can make the appropriate academic 
accommodations. I desire that each student achieve to his or her highest potential and wish to 
assist each person in accomplishing his/her goal.  
 
Grading 
Grading will be based on participation and assignments. Numerical grade equivalents are as 
follows: (A+ is reserved for flawless work of exceptional quality reflecting original insight, 
creativity and perfect attendance. 

A  (95-100)    C   (73-76) 
 A-  (90-94)     C-  (70-72) 
 B+  (87-89)     D+  (67-69) 
 B  (83-86)     D  (63-66) 
 B-  (80-82)     D-  (60-62) 
 C+  (77-79)     E  (59 - below) 
 
It is expected that candidates will maintain the highest academic and ethical standards. The 
college is an academic community that values integrity and takes seriously its responsibility for 
upholding academic honesty. Plagiarism, whether by neglect or by design, injures the learner and 
the community of learners; it is usually avoided by consistent and conscientious work habits. 
Violations will be handled according to College policies published in the College Handbook, the 
College Catalog, and the Code of Student Conduct and Related Policies. 
 
TaskStream  
The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department uses TaskStream as its data management 
tool for performance-based assessment for New York State Department of Education, NCATE 
(ACEI), and other reports. Candidates are required to subscribe to TaskStream, and to upload 
certain tasks into a Directed Response Folio for each of their courses in the C/EC program.  For 
EDU 657, the assignment to be submitted on the due date listed below is the final submission of 
your Capstone Proposal. 
 
Learning Activities and Assignments: 
The following are requirements of this course. You will be asked to evaluate yourself on each of 
these throughout the duration of this course. 
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1. Class Participation 

• Demonstrate your thorough understandings of the assigned readings. 
• Contribute regularly in class – not dominating discussions or having to be 

prompted to contribute during classroom discourse. 
• Listen attentively. 
• Attend every class, on time and prepared.  

 
2. Reading Assignments 

• There is extensive reading for this course. You are expected to come to class 
having already read the assigned material. Occasionally, there will be in-class 
assignments related to your reading, as well as in class group assignments. 

• There is a course requirement that all students successfully complete an online 
tutorial pertaining to the protection of human subjects. All students in this 
course are required to successfully complete Collaborative IRB Training 
Initiative (CITI). The tutorial can be accessed at: https://www.citiprogram.org 

 
3. Written Assignments 

• One reflection of a videotaped lesson. 
• One Master’s Capstone Project Proposal. 

 
4. Teaching Assignments 

• Lesson Plan Collection assignments require teaching a minimum of 4 lessons 
with complete plans and reflections with one each in ELA, Science, Math and 
Social Studies. 

5. Presentation Assignments 
• Two Integrated Videotaped lesson and reflection (also listed above). 

 
Course Assessment and Evaluation: 
 
Evaluation should be designed to (1) promote your own growth and learning; (2) give you on-
going feedback; (3) strengthen the working relationship between the teacher and the student. 
 
Detailed descriptions of all assignments and corresponding grading rubrics will be handed out in 
class. Please follow the rubric and assignment explanations carefully to avoid 
misunderstandings. 
 
Assessment and evaluation of this course will be based on a 100-point system and is outlined as 
follows: 
 

In class participation and professional attitude       5 points 
CITI Module Completion          5 points 

 Two written lesson plans and reflections (one videotaped)   15 points 
 Formatted Reference Page           5 points 
 Formal IRB Application         5 points 
 Master’s Capstone Project Proposal and Presentation   40 points  
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 Portfolio Development         10 points 
 Community Profile Project       10 points 
 Raw Data and Plan for Analysis        5 points 
 
• Participation in problem solving and discussion (5 points): All students are responsible to 

read all of the assigned readings. In making an assessment about class participation I will 
consider the extent to which: (1) your participation demonstrates thoughtful consideration 
and understanding of the reading assignments; (2) you bring pertinent information to the 
class discussions (personal experience, learning from other courses, etc.) that extends 
challenges, or clarifies issues raised in the readings; (3) your critical comments are well –
founded and to the point; and (4) you bring a positive attitude toward making the class an 
informative positive community rooted in what Damon (1994) has referred to as “respectful 
engagement.” 

 
In a discussion seminar where difficult issues are being considered, respectful engagement is 
foundational to the success of the class. Respectful engagement includes, but is not limited to 
the following: active listening that does not involve side conversations while someone is 
talking or derogatory facial gestures; attacking agreements and ideas rather than the people 
who propose them; participation without dominating; and generally attempting to understand 
new perspectives—even if you choose ultimately to disagree with them. Some persons are 
more comfortable talking in class than others, so my assessment is based more on the quality 
than the quantity of your participation. Attendance is not necessarily participation. You 
should be attentive to the requirements outlined, and seek to meet them to the best of your 
ability. Each student should be prepared to demonstrate some leadership in the class 
discussion. 
 

• CITI Tutorial (5 points): This course requires that candidates plan and collect preliminary 
data for an educational study that they will complete. Therefore, ALL students must adhere 
to strict policies to protect the human subjects that they will be studying. Early in the 
semester, students must successfully complete the CITI On-line tutorial. Upon successful 
completion, candidates must print a completion report and submit it in class. It is important 
to note that this tutorial includes many modules and quizzes and will require much time to 
complete. Students will need high-speed Internet access to successfully view and respond to 
all components of the tutorial. The CITI Program can be accessed at: 
http://www.citiprogram.org 

 
• Two Lessons and Reflections with one Videotaped Presentation (15 points): Candidates 

will plan for and be videotaped teaching two integrated fifteen-minute lessons with a small or 
large group of students in a host classroom. Each lesson that is videotaped can be one that is 
required for another MST course. After teaching your videotaped lessons, candidates are 
expected to watch and analyze their tape and write a three to five page double spaced 
reflection and analysis paper on the teaching and learning that was observed. Students will 
choose a 5 to 10-minute video clip of their teaching to present in class.  

 * Integrated Videotaped lessons and corresponding reflections will be presented and 
submitted in class at two points over the course of the semester. Students will sign up for 
videotaped lesson presentations early in the semester. 2-3 students will present 
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videotaped lessons during each class date. 
 

• Formatted Reference Page (5 points): Candidates will collect data to be analyzed and 
reported upon during EDU 698. The raw data pages will be submitted near the end of the 
semester with a 2-page description of the proposed analysis process.  

 
• Formal IRB Application (5 points): Candidates will complete an application to the 

Institutional Review Board that meets all specifications for the college; however this 
application will be handled as a class project and will be submitted to the instructor rather 
than to the IRB Representative Amy Henderson Harr.  

 
• Master’s Capstone Project Proposal (35 points): Candidates will complete a Master’s 

Capstone Project Proposal that includes the inquiry, development and initial implementation 
of an action research study throughout the duration of this course. Upon successful 
completion of this assignment, candidates will submit a critical review of all relevant sources 
that were used as background for the study (minimum 15 sources, maximum 3 internet 
sources), as well as an abstract, introduction, methodology, results, discussion and 
recommendations sections of a study. It is important to note that this project serves as a 
proposal that will be continued throughout the subsequent semester of the candidate’s MST 
program. Therefore, the findings (results), discussion and recommendations sections will be 
completed using preliminary data that is gathered throughout this semester.  

 
• Master’s Capstone Project Proposal Presentation (5 points): Candidates will be expected 

to use available technology including PowerPoint or other presentation software to create a 
presentation for the class of the project. The instructor will provide individual feedback; 
individual conferences are encouraged during office hours or by phone or email. Email 
conversations are particularly helpful for formative evaluation and frequent feedback. 
No assignments will be accepted after the final class meetings. All projects must adhere to 
the ethical guidelines for human subjects as described in the policies of SUNY Cortland, and 
the school system in which the study is initiated, as appropriate. 
 

• Raw Data and Plan for Analysis (5 points): 
  

Aims of This Assignment: 
• To do a systematic and sustained search and analysis of research pertaining to a 

topic. 
• To diversify the sources used to investigate a topic. 
• To increase facility with searching for diverse sources and making judgments 

about the suitability of materials. 
• To translate bibliographic entries into a coherent, personalized, focused literature 

review. 
• To demonstrate facility with conceptualizing and designing a coherent research 

topic. 
• To write and present an original proposal that may serve as the basis for your 

Master’s Capstone Project. 
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All candidates should complete a short research project that may be collaboratively 
designed, carried out, analyzed and reported. It is expected the topic may evolve over the 
first sessions of the course. APA Style will be followed and the format determined 
according to the research method applied and described in the Johnson text, on course 
handouts and from in-class discussions. Each assignment will be progressively more 
refined and sophisticated in research and writing techniques as follows: 

 
 Draft #1 is a mini-literature review of at least seven (7) articles on your chosen 

topic of study. The articles’ components will be analyzed in a chart (format 
provided in class) and will be cited on a references page using APA format. All 
articles will be photocopied and submitted with this first draft. 

 
 Draft #2 is a revision of the mini-literature review draft #1 AND builds upon that 

information by including at least eight (8) additional sources pertaining to your 
chosen topic of study. As in draft #1, the components of the newly selected 
articles will be analyzed in a chart form building on the information provided in 
draft #1. References from this draft will be added to the references page from 
draft #1, maintaining APA style. Articles will be photocopied and submitted with 
this draft. Draft #1 should be submitted along with this draft so editing and 
revising can be tracked to document improvement. 

 
 Draft #3 is a revision of the second draft AND builds upon that information by 

adding an abstract, introduction, methodology section and complete reference 
page (only those sources referenced in the paper should be cited). At this point, 
the literature review of at least 15 sources should now be complete.  This will 
customarily include the following: Title Page, Abstract (in future tense only), 
Introduction, Literature Review, Methodology (in future tense only), and a 
reference page. Previous drafts are not submitted at this time. This draft will be 
uploaded to blackboard in preparation of next semester. 

 
 Final Submission is the final draft of the Master’s Capstone Project Proposal. 

The paper should include draft #3 AND preliminary findings from sample data 
that have been collected. In addition, early, ongoing data analysis will provide 
information for the following new sections of your project: Analysis and Results, 
Discussion/Conclusions and Appendices. The project should be comprehensive, 
about 15-20 pages in length. Final Drafts should incorporate feedback from first 
drafts, and adhere to APA guidelines and the corresponding grading rubric 
(handed out in class). This draft will also be uploaded to blackboard in 
preparation of next semester. 

 
• Portfolio Development (10 points): 
 
• Community Profile (10 points): 
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Rewrite and Re-do policy: 
 If you receive less than full credit on your practicum assignments, you can set up a time 

to meet individually with me to review your lesson plan and reflection and to implement 
my suggestions for improvement. Revisions can be made and you can resubmit your 
revised lesson plan and/or reflection for full credit. This is to ensure that you can apply 
what you’ve learned in class to your own planning and reflecting in and on your teaching. 

 The Integrated Videotaped Lesson and Reflection assignment will not be accepted late, 
nor can it be redone. 

 The Master’s Capstone Project Proposal will be submitted in a series of drafts. Each draft 
of the project will not be accepted late. However, to ensure that you can apply what 
you’ve learned in class to your own research and writing, revisions can be made and you 
can resubmit your revised work for full credit. The final submission of the Master’s 
Capstone Project Proposal will not be accepted late, nor can it be redone. 

 The Master’s Capstone Project Presentation will not be accepted late, nor can it be 
redone. 

 
EDU 657: Elementary School Practicum and Research Seminar 

Course Schedule: Reading Assignments and Assignment Due Dates 
 

Date Readings and Assignments Due Today Class Topic(s) 
 
January 24, 
2011  
 
Week 1 
 
Whole group 

First Class 
 

Overview of Master’s Capstone Project 
 

Overview of the course and semester. 
 

MST Placements for 100 hour practicum  

 
Topics on teaching: Establishing 

a community and cooperative 
groups, learning theories. 

 
Topics on research: Identifying 

prior knowledge. 
 
January 31, 
2011  
Week 2 
 
 
Whole group 

 
Johnson, Preface, Ch. 1, Ch. 3 DUE 

 
Complete CITI Program  

(Printed completion report due) 
 

Johnson, Ch. 4 & 5 
Galvan Chapter 6 

Initial Master’s Project 
Question(s)/Inquiry due 

 
Topics on research: 

Introduction to Action Research 
 

Topics on teaching: Practicum 
expectations for lesson plan 
collection and integrated video- 
taped lesson assignments.  

 
February 7, 
2011  
Week 3 
 
Whole Group 
 

 
Johnson, Ch. 6 

 
Finalized Master’s Project 

Question(s)/Inquiry due 
 

Renee Potter Visit for Student Teaching 
Placements  

 

 
Library Day 

 
Initial Draft with a minimum of 
7 references in APA style will 
be completed in this session. 
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February 14, 
2011 week 4 
 
Group A 

 
Johnson, Ch. 7 

Galvan Chapter 7 
Videotaped Presentations (session 1) 

 
Johnson, Ch. 16 

Galvan Chapter 8 
 

Community Profile Assignment A 
 

 
Topics on teaching: Professional 

Development  
 

Topics on research: Using 
Action Research to Solve a 

Problem 

 
February 21, 
2011 week 5 
 
Group B 

 
Johnson, Ch. 7 

Galvan Chapter 7 
Videotaped Presentations (session 1) 

 
Johnson, Ch. 16 

Galvan Chapter 8 
 

Community Profile Assignment A 
 

Both group A and B should have one of 
the three Lessons in the Lesson Plan 

Collection uploaded by Sunday, 
February 28. 

 

 
Topics on teaching: Professional 

Development  
 

Topics on research: Using 
Action Research to Solve a 

Problem 
 
 
 
 

 
February 28, 
2011 week 6 
 
Group A 

 
Johnson, Ch. 8 
Johnson, Ch. 9 

 
Master’s Project Proposal  

Draft #1 due 
Videotaped Presentations (session 2) 

 

 
 

Topics on teaching: The 
Purposes of Reflections 

 
Topics on research: Action 

Research as a Process 
 

 
March 7, 2011 
week 7 
 
 
Group B 

 
Johnson, Ch. 8 
Johnson, Ch. 9 

 
Master’s Project Proposal  

Draft #1 due 
Videotaped Presentations (session 2) 

 

 
Topics on teaching: The 
Purposes of Reflections 

 
Topics on research: Action 

Research as a Process  

 
March 14, 
2011  
BREAK Week 
 

 
 

 
Keep up on your reading and 

writing! 
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March 21, 
2011 week 8 
Group A 

 
Johnson, Ch. 10  
Johnson, Ch.11 

 
Community Profile Assignment B 

 
Master’s Project Proposal 

Draft #2 due 
Videotaped Presentations (session 3)  

IRB Application Due  
(Write answers to questions 1-11;  

1-2 pages maximum) 

 
Topics on teaching: Measuring 

Student Achievement 
 

Topics on research: Identifying 
Article Types; Understanding 

Articles 

 
March 28, 
2011 week 9 
Group B 

 
Johnson, Ch. 10  
Johnson, Ch.11 

 
Master’s Project Proposal 

Draft #2 due 
Videotaped Presentations (session 3) 

  
IRB Application Due  

(Write answers to questions 1-11;  
1-2 pages maximum) 

 
Topics on teaching: Measuring 

Student Achievement 
 

Topics on research: Identifying 
Article Types; Understanding 

Articles 
 
 

 
April 4, 2011 
week 10 
Group A 

 
Johnson, Ch. 17 & 18 

 
Master’s Project Proposal  

Draft #3 due 
Videotaped Presentations (session 4) 

 
Preparing for Student Teaching and 

EDU 698 
 

 
Topics on research: Methods of 

Analyzing Data 
 

Topics on research: Methods of 
Analyzing Data 

 
 
 
 

 
April 11, 2011 
week 11 
Group B 

 
Johnson, Ch. 17 & 18 

 
Master’s Project Proposal  

Draft #3 due 
Videotaped Presentations (session 4) 

 
Preparing for Student Teaching and 

EDU 698 
 

Topics on research: Methods of 
Analyzing Data 

 
Topics on research: Methods of 

Analyzing Data 
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 April 18, 2011 
week 12 
Group A 

 
Master’s Project Proposal  

Final Submission Due (and uploaded 
to TaskStream) 

Master’s Project Proposal 
Presentations Due 

 
Community Profile Assignment 

Presentations 
 

Both group A and B should have all three 
of the Lessons in the Lesson Plan 

Collection uploaded by Friday, April 30. 

 
Topics on teaching: Education 
& Politics; The Importance of  

Reflection 
Topics on research: Discussion, 

Conclusions and 
Recommendations Reporting 
Qualitative and Quantitative 

Data 
 

 
April 25, 2011 
week 13 
Group B 

 
Master’s Project Proposal  

Final Submission Due (and uploaded 
to TaskStream) 

Master’s Project Proposal 
Presentations Due 

 
Community Profile Assignment 

Presentations 

 
Topics on teaching: Education 
& Politics; The Importance of  

Reflection 
Topics on research: Discussion, 

Conclusions and 
Recommendations Reporting 
Qualitative and Quantitative 

Data  
 
May 2, 2011  
Week 14 
Groups A & B 

 
Master’s Project Proposal  

Looking Ahead to the final sections of 
the project and expectations for next 

semester 
Master’s Project Proposal 

Presentations Due 

 
Topics on teaching: School 
Reform; teaching for social 

transformation 
 

Topics on research: 
Synthesizing Data 

 
May 9, 2011 
Week 15 
 
Whole Group 

 
Last class; prepare for research 

presentations and prepare for student 
teaching EDU 690 and 691 and EDU 

698. 

 

TBA May 16th Final Presentations  
 
* Videotaped lessons and corresponding reflections will be presented and submitted in 
class throughout the semester. Students will sign up for videotaped lesson presentations 
early in the semester. 3-4 students will present videotaped lessons during each class date.  
 
** Lesson Plan Collection teaching and reflection assignments are to be uploaded to 
TaskStream on the following schedule: 1 of the 4 at the end of February, 1 more of the 4 
at the end of March, and the final upload at the end of April. 


