
EDU 656: Classroom Applications of Child Development 
 

Spring 2011 
Beard Building, Main St. 

Monday 5:00-7:30 pm 
 

Course Instructor:       
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Katina Sayers-Walker, Ed.D. 
Childhood/Early Childhood Dept. 
Office: Education Building, 1248 
Office phone: (607) 753-5770 
E-mail: Katina.Sayers-walker@cortland.edu  

“What you think of me, 
I will think of me. 
What you think of me, 
I will be.” 
 
S. Bakley in Love a Little More, Accept 
a Little More  (1997). 

Office Hours: M 10:45-12:20, 3:00-4:30 and  
W 10:45-12:20, 3:00-3:30 and by appointment 
 
Course Website: http://www.taskstream.com/ts/sayer-walker/DrKatinasCoursesforSpring2011.html

               
Course Description: 
This course is designed to examine the relationship between child development and elementary school 
curricula with a focus on identifying children’s strengths and appreciating individual differences in 
order to promote the optimal development and learning of children with diverse characteristics and 
varying abilities and disabilities. 
 
Prerequisite: Admission in the MST Program. 
 
Course Goals/Objectives: 
1. Students know, understand, and use the major concepts, principles, theories, and research related to 
the development of children and young adolescents to construct learning opportunities that support 
individual student’s development, acquisition of knowledge, and motivation. (ACEI Standard 1; 
Cortland Conceptual Framework Learning Outcomes 3, 7, 8, 10, 11) 
 
2. Students know, understand, and use the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of content 
for students across the 1-6 grades and can create meaningful learning experiences that develop 
student’s competence in subject matter and skills for various developmental levels. (ACEI Standard 
2.1-2.7; Cortland Conceptual Framework Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13) 
 
3. Students understand how elementary students differ in their development and approach to learning, 
and create instructional opportunities that adapt to diverse students. (ACEI Standard 3.1 & 3.2; 
Cortland Conceptual Framework Learning Outcomes 10, 11) 
 
4. Students know, understand, and use formal and informal assessment strategies to plan, evaluate and 
strengthen instruction that will promote continuous intellectual, social, emotional, and physical 
development of each elementary student. (ACEI Standard 4; Cortland Conceptual Framework 
Learning Outcomes 12) 
 
** To learn more about the ACEI standards, go to: http://www.acei.org
** To learn more about SUNY Cortland’s Conceptual Framework Learning Outcomes, go to:  
http://www.cortland.edu, type in “Conceptual Framework” in search area.  

http://www.taskstream.com/ts/sayer-walker/DrKatinasCoursesforSpring2011.html
http://www.acei.org/
http://www.cortland.edu/
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Required Texts: 
 
Berk, Laura. (2008). Infants, Children, and Adolescents. 6th ed. Boston: Pearson Education. 
 
Pearson Custom Text for EDU 656 (packaged with the Berk text) 
 
Wood, Chip. (2007). Yardsticks: Children in the Classroom Ages 4-14. 3rd ed. Turner Falls, MA: 
Northeast Foundation for Children, Inc. 
 
Other Required Materials: 
 
TaskStream Account – The Childhood/Early Childhood Department uses TaskStream as its data 
management tool for performance-based assessment for the NYS Department of Education, NCATE 
(ACEI), and other reports. Candidates are required to subscribe to TaskStream, and to upload certain 
assignments into a Directed Response Folio for each of their courses in the C/EC program. 
  
Course Requirements: 
1. Participation in class presentations, discussion, and activities.  

 
2.  Internet Search on Child Development Theorist – Choose one of the following individuals to 

research and informally present your findings to the class: Sigmund Freud, Erik Erikson, B.F. 
Skinner, Albert Bandura, Jean Piaget, Lev Vygotsky, and Lawrence Kohlberg. Bring in your notes 
and any other materials you acquire during your search. Look for a brief summary or description of 
the individual’s theory, plus the major periods of development and developmental characteristics. 
 

3.   Birthday Cluster Exercise (from “Yardsticks” Appendix A) – During your practicum, obtain the 
information necessary to complete this exercise.  

 
Step #1: Create a chronological chart and a bar graph of the information (examples of the age chart 
and bar graph can be found on p. 198-199). 

 
 Step #2, answer these Reflective Questions: 
 a. Based on the age-group information obtained in this exercise, list the general physical, social-

emotional, and cognitive characteristics of this particular age group (provide proper citation here to 
document your resources). 

 
 b. Based on your response to part “a,” what type of developmentally appropriate activities would 

be a good fit for this age group? List activities to enhance the students’ (a) physical, (b) 
social/emotional, and (c) cognitive development.  

 
 c. Based on your observation, in what way(s) does your host teacher honor the strengths and talents 

of this particular age group? What are some of your concerns based on your observations? 
 

d. What are your recommendations for future practice?  
 

4.  Application Lesson -- For this assignment, work with a small group of students to plan and team-
teach a 15-20-minute developmentally and age appropriate lesson. This assignment is designed to 
apply your knowledge of child development.  
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Additional guidelines can be found on the course web site and will be later discussed in class. 

 
5.  Presentation of Child Development Topic/Issue – Choose a topic/issue that interests you and is 

related to child development. Become our in-class expert on the topic/issue. Most topics/issues can 
be found in either the Wood or Berk text. Presentations are expected to be 15 minutes in length. 

 
Prepare a PowerPoint presentation and include the following information: 
 
• A definition/explanation of the issue – include any facts and statistics which you have 

researched from 3-4 refereed professional journals and other credible online sources (include 
these references at the end of the presentation). Research needs to be no more than 10 years old 
to make sure it is up-to-date and meaningful to the classroom.  

o Also, include any common misconceptions/stereotypes related to this topic/issue.  

• Answer these questions: (1) What challenges or benefits does this pose to a child at home and 
school? (2) What discomfort/challenges may this lead to in the classroom for the child and for 
his/her classmates? (3) What are some effective research-based strategies to support a child 
with this developmental issue? (Include 2-3 strategies). 

• Recommendations on how an elementary teacher should motivate children with these issues, 
create a sense of belonging in the classroom, and develop a positive classroom community. 

• Include any other  anecdotal information of substance that is based on your professional or 
personal experiences with this topic/issue 

 
6.  Four One-on-One Tutorial Reflections – During your practicum, work one-on-one with a student in 

the classroom. The student can be of your own choosing or determined by your host teacher as 
benefitting from your assistance. You can work with the same child over the course of the semester 
or chose a new child each time. Ask your host teacher where the need is greatest. If possible, work 
with a child who has diverse needs, has a disability, is an ELL, or identified as a minority regarding 
SES.  

 
 Submit four reflections based on your experience (each reflection should be 2-3 pages in length). 

Reflect on the following information and clearly identify the sections of this assignment with 
headings: (1) Introduce the reflection by including (a) the day of the lesson, (b) the length of the 
lesson, (c) the content area, and (d) grade level/age group; (2) (a) Identify student’s needs and 
desired outcomes and (b) explain whether this is in alignment with the  ideas presented in the Berk 
and/or Wood book; (3) your role during your time together; (4) what went well with your tutoring 
and the student’s learning, and what might be changed for future lessons (include specific examples 
here of your tutoring methods and the child’s response to your methods); and (5) any corresponding 
handouts and/or student work samples that were created or collected. 

 
 Reflections can be submitted any time during the semester; however, no more than one reflection 

will be accepted per week. The last day reflections will be accepted is Monday, May 2, 2011. 
 
7. Two Take Home Exams – Exams will cover chapters as indicated on “Class Schedule.” 
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8.  Evaluation will be based on: 
 

 Daily Participation (5 pts./day) 
 Internet Search on Child Development Theorist (15 pts.) 
 Birthday Cluster Exercise (40 pts.) 
 Presentation (40 pts.) 
 Application Lesson (40 pts.) 
 Tutorial Reflections (4 x 25 pts.) 
 Final Exam (75 pts.) 
 Final Grades will be based on the following scale: 

 
 

TARGET ACCEPTABLE UNACCEPTABLE 
A      94-100 B+     87-89 C+     77-79      D+     67-69 
A-     90-93 B       83-86 C       73-76 D       63-66 
 B-      80-82 C-      70-72 D-      60-62 
 

 
 

 Attendance -- Students are expected to attend all classes. Attendance will be recorded at each 
class meeting. Late arrivals and early departures are also recorded. If you know that you will be 
absent, please let me know beforehand. If you are unexpectedly absent, please talk with me as 
soon as possible when you return.  
 
It is the policy of the College that regular class attendance is a basic requirement in all courses. 
However, as long as absences are not excessive, it shall be the students’ performance and not 
their attendance record which shall determine their course grades. Penalties for excessive 
absences, as determined by the instructor’s policy, shall not exceed one-third of a letter grade 
per class hour of absences (SUNY Cortland College Handbook). In this course, excessive is 
defined as more than one absence in a once-a-week course. 

 
 Academic Integrity: 

The college is an academic community which values academic integrity and takes seriously its 
responsibility for upholding academic honesty. All members of the academic community have an 
obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards. 
 
Plagiarism, whether by neglect or design, injures the learner and the community of learners; it is 
usually avoided by consistent and conscientious work habits. Violations will be handled according to 
the College policies published in the College Handbook, the College Catalog, and the Code of Student 
Conduct and Related Policies. 
 

 Professional Dispositions Statement: 
This course follows the Childhood/Early Childhood Department procedures for continuous positive 
growth toward strong teaching skills and dispositions as reflected in the Assessment of Candidate’s 
Professional Dispositions. It is the policy of the Department that positive teaching dispositions are a 
basic requirement. In the event of problematic demonstration of teaching disposition, incidents will be 
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documented and the departmental and Teacher Education Council Fair Practice Policy and Procedures 
for action will be followed. 
 

 Accommodation of Disabilities: 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of 
Student Disability Services located in B-1 Van Hosen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. 
Information regarding your disability will be treated in a confidential manner. Because many 
accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as 
possible. 
 

 Electronic Devices Statement:  
During class, please turn electronic devices to a mode that is less intrusive so as not to interrupt class 
discussions and activities. 
 
 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 

If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn. 
If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight. 

If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy. 
If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty. 

If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient. 
If a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence. 

If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate. 
If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice. 

If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith. 
If a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself. 

If a child lives with acceptance and friendship, he learns to find love in the world. 
 

Dorothy Law Nolte 
 
 
 

    ~~~~~~~~~~ 
    ~~~~~~~~~~ 



 
Tentative Class Schedule 

 
Class Readings for the Week Assignments 
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 Berk 
 
 

Wood Custom Text  

January 24    ** Course introduction
 

January 31 Chap. 1 
 

Introduction & 
Developmental 
Considerations   

Chap. 7 
 

p. 159-172 

** Internet Search on 
Child Development 

Theorist 
 

February 7 p. 69-82 
 
 

 Chap. 9 
 

Chap. 10 

 

February 14 

 

  Chap. 11  

February 21   Chap. 2 & 12  
February 28   Chap. 13  

March 7   Chap. 14-15 **  Birthday Cluster 
Exercise (see 

Appendix A in 
“Yardsticks” and 

syllabus for directions) 
 

March 14-18 – 
Spring Break 

 
 

    
 

 
 

March 21 
 

Chap. 11   ** Presentations 

March 28 
 

Chap. 12    
 

April 4 Chap. 13  Chap. 5 ** Application 
Lessons 

April 11 Chap. 14    
April 18 Chap. 15    
April 25 

 
 

Chap. 16   ** Application 
Lessons 

 
May 2    ** Presentations 
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May 9 -- 

Last Day of Class 
   ** Final Exam – Take 

home 
 

** Presentations 
 

May 16 -- 
No Class 

   ** Final Exam Due by 
4 pm 

 


	Beard Building, Main St.
	Monday 5:00-7:30 pm

