
SUNY Cortland 
Department of International Communications and Culture 
EDU 637: Seminar in Methods of Second Language Teaching 
 
EDU 637 (3 sem. hrs.)  Office: 225F Old Main  
Fall, 2008    Telephone: 753-4303 (dept.); 753-2022  
T 4:20-6:50; OM 229   E-mail: templec@cortland.edu  
Instructor: Codruta Temple  Office Hours: TR 1-2:30; W 2-4  
 
 
Required Texts: Shrum, J. L. & E. W. Glisan, E. W. (2004). Teacher’s Handbook: 

Contextualized Language Instruction (3rd ed.). Heinle. 
Modern Languages for Communication. New York State Syllabus 
(NYSS). (http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/lote/pub/modernl.pdf 
and http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/lote/pub/modernl2.pdf) 
New York State Learning Standards for ESL. 
(http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/biling/resource/ESL/standards.html)  

 
 
Recommended  
Text: Omaggio Hadley, A. (2001). Teaching Language in Context (3rd 

ed.). Heinle. 
 
Course  
Objectives:  1. To expand students’ knowledge of the second language 

teaching/learning process; 
 2. To provide students opportunities to learn about, practice, and 

reflect upon effective techniques for second language instruction in 
secondary schools; 

 3. To familiarize students with the National Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning and with a standards-based approach to 
FL/ESL instruction; 

 4. To provide students practice in creating a curriculum based on 
the NYSS. 

 

Course Catalog Description: Methods of teaching all skill areas in second languages 
(reading, writing, speaking, listening, culture); curriculum patterns, practices, research in 
second language teaching. Prerequisite: One year of full-time teaching of foreign 
languages, provisional or initial certification. (3 cr. hr.) 

 
Course Expectations: 
 
The class will be conducted as a seminar, with the instructor and the students sharing the 
leadership role. It is therefore important that each person accept the responsibility for 

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/lote/pub/modernl.pdf
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/lote/pub/modernl.pdf
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/biling/resource/ESL/standards.html


being prepared and for participating. Students are encouraged to draw on their classroom 
experience and share their expertise with their classmates. During our meetings, students 
will discuss theoretical and practical issues involved in learning and teaching a second 
language. They will also present and critique lesson plans and instructional activities that 
they have designed and, hopefully, tried out in their classrooms.  
 
Given the structure of the course, attendance is of utmost importance. There will be no 
consequences for the first absence from class; however, each additional absence will 
diminish students’ participation grade by one point. Late assignments are not acceptable. 
 
Student Disability Services: 
 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact 
the Office of Disability Services located in B-1 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 
for an appointment. Any information regarding your disability will remain confidential. 
Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations 
should be made as early as possible. Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed 
in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness to this setting. 
 
Academic Integrity:  
 
Please refer to the code of student conduct for SUNY Cortland’s policy on academic 
integrity. 
 
Evaluation:  1. Class attendance and participation    20% 
  2. Peer teaching         5% 
  3. Lesson plans (5x6)      30% 
  4. Unit plan       10% 
  5. Professional readings       5% 
  6. FLTeach/TESL-L reports     10% 
  6. Final exam       20% 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
 
 A+ =  98 -100%  C+ =  77 - 79.9%  E = 59.9% or less 
 A =  93 - 97.9%  C =  73 - 76.9% 
 A- =  90 - 92.9%  C- =  70 - 72.9% 
 B+ =  87 - 89.9%  D+ = 67 - 69.9% 
 B = 83 - 86.9%  D =  63 – 66.9% 
 B- =  80 - 82.9%  D- = 60 – 62.9% 
 
 
 
 



 
Tentative Schedule: 
 

1. August 26  Course Introduction 
    Beliefs about language learning and teaching 
    SLA theories: Behaviorism 
     

2. September 2  SLA Theories: Innatism; Interactionism 
    Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 1 
    FLTeach/TESL-L reports due 
    

3. September 9  National Standards for Foreign Language Learning 
    Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 2 
    

4. September 16  Planning for Integrated L2 Instruction 
    Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 3 
    Professional readings (1) 
    FLTeach/TESL-L reports due    
   

5. September 23  Teaching L2 in the Elementary and the Middle School 
    Teacher’s Handbook, Chapters 4 (pages 107-118) & 5 
    Peer teaching (1) 
    Lesson plan #1 due 
    Professional readings (2) 

 
6. September 30  Interactive Model for Reading, Listening, and Viewing 

    Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 6 
    Teaching Language in Context pp. 189-203; 206-225 
    Professional readings (3) 
    FLTeach/TESL-L reports due 
    

7. October 7  Peer teaching (2) 
    Lesson Plan #2 due  

 
8. October 14  PACE Model 

    Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 7 
    Professional readings (4) 
    FLTeach/TESL-L reports due 
     

9. October 21  Peer teaching (3) 
Lesson plan #3 due 

    
10. October 28  Interpersonal Communication 

    Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 8 
    Teaching Language in Context, pp. 238-258 
    Peer teaching (4) 



    Lesson plan #4 due 
 

11. November 4  Presentational Communication 
    Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 9 
    Teaching Language in Context, pp. 283-300 
    Peer teaching (5) 

Lesson plan #5 due 
 

12. November 11  Assessment 
Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 11 
Teaching Language in Context, pp. 238-258 
Professional readings (5) 
FLTeach/TESL-L reports due 

 
13. November 18  Addressing Diverse Needs of Learners in the L2 Classroom 

    Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 10 
    Peer teaching (6) 
    Lesson plan #6 due 
 

14. November 25  Technology in the L2 classroom 
Teacher’s Handbook, Chapter 12 
Professional readings (6) 
Unit Plan due 

 
15. December 2  Loose ends 

 
 
Description of assignments 
 
FLTeach/TESL-L reports 
One requirement for this class is that you open a FLTeach/TESL-L account (instructions 
will be given in class), follow at least one conversation strand for two weeks, and submit 
a one-page written summary of the strand(s) you have been following according to the 
above schedule.  
 
Professional Readings  
In pairs, students will read a research article (distributed by the instructor), review it in writing, 
and present it to the class according to the schedule below:  
 

1. September 16:  
Nancy Amerault, Amela Begovic--Respecifying display questions: Interactional 
resources for language teaching 
Tarina Dillman, Sarah Elmore—Form-focused instruction: Isolated or integrated? 
 

2. September 23: 
Rebecca Winterson, Kusi Marie Welch—From receptive to productive: Improving ESL 
learners’ use of vocabulary in a postreading composition task 



Edgar Zarate, Enrique Wissar—The effect of type of written exercise on L2 vocabulary 
retention 
 

3. September 30: 
Constance Turner, Thierry Torea—Raising the achievement of young-beginner readers of 
French through strategy instruction 
Kathryn Silliman, Ellen Reilley—The effects of listening support on the listening 
performance of EFL learners 
 

4. October 14:  
Mary Lang, Sarah Locke—Current issues in the teaching of grammar: An SLA 
perspective 
Stephanie Wackmann, Amanda Martin—The effect of written corrective feedback and 
language aptitude on ESL learners’ acquisition of articles 
 

5. November 11: 
Melissa McCarthy, Kimberly Nutting—Expanding horizons and unresolved conundrums: 
Language testing and assessment 
 

6. November 25: 
Naomi Ostrander, Meghan Preston— Supporting listening comprehension and 
vocabulary acquisition in French with multimedia annotations  
Cynthia DeRichie—Computer-mediated negotiated interaction: An expanded model 
 
 

The written review (2-3 double-spaced pages) and the presentation (15 minutes) should be 
organized according to the following format: 
 

• Bibliographic information in APA style (authors, year, title, journal) 
• Purpose of the article 
• Literature review (what is already known about the topic) 
• Research question(s) 
• Method 
• Results 
• Conclusion 
• Instructional implications 

 
Please prepare copies of the review for your classmates and one for the instructor. 
 
 
 
Unit Plan, Lesson Plans and Peer Teaching 
 
Instructions for the unit plan will be given in class. 
 
You will design six lesson plans in this course and will peer teach one of them according 
to the schedule below: 
 

• September 23: Mary Lang, Sarah Locke 



• October 7: Stephanie Wackmann, Amanda Martin, Naomi Ostrander, Meghan 
Preston, Cynthia DeRichie 

• October 21: Nancy Amerault, Amela Begovic, Tarina Dillman, Sarah Elmore, 
Ellen Reilley, Melissa McCarthy 

• October 28: Kathryn Silliman, Thierry Torea, Constance Turner 
• November 4: Kusi Marie Welch, Rebecca Winterson 
• November 18: Enrique Wissar, Edgar Zarate, Kimberly Nutting 

 
General instructions for all lesson plans and peer teaching assignments: 

• Prepare and hand in a written lesson plan that would permit someone else to do 
essentially the same thing that you were planning to do. Instructions should be 
written out for each activity and the complete set of questions, sentences, etc. 
should be included. Attach copies of materials used. When peer teaching, prepare 
21 copies of the lesson plan for your classmates. 

• When peer teaching, make sure that visuals and overhead transparencies are large 
and clear enough for everyone to see. 

• After each lesson you have taught, submit a 1-page reflection on your 
performance to the instructor, incorporating feedback you got in class. In your 
reflection, consider 1) What were the strengths of the lesson? 2) What would you 
do differently if you were to teach it again? 

• You will be assessed on how well your plan is conceived and organized, on how 
well you implement it when peer teaching, and on the quality of your reflection. 

 
Additional instructions for each lesson plan will be provided in class. 
 
 
Final exam: Short answer questions and essay questions based on the topics covered in 
class. Date TBA. 
 


