
  

EDU 630 New Media in the Classroom 
Syllabus  

Instructor: Karl W. Klein, M.Ed. 
Email: kleink@cortland.edu
Office Phone: 315.498.2110  

 Course Description 
The development of new electronic tools for the creation of learning materials and environments has 
provided the potential for unlimited new ways of teaching. This course will provide a theoretical 
framework and hands-on experience with using these tools and creating learning materials. Previous 
experience with computers and digital media is required. Prerequisite (which may be taken concurrently): 
EDU 551. (3 credit. hr.)  

 Philosophy of Teaching and Learning 
This is a graduate course. I work from the assumption that we are all here to learn new things about 
teaching and learning. I will treat everyone as a colleague and I expect the same from each of you. 
While the SUNY System expects me to give you a grade at the end of our journey together, this should 
not be your only expectation of the course. In fact, it should be one of the farthest things from your 
mind. Only a very small percentage of humans get the opportunity to pursue graduate studies. You are 
one of the lucky few. So, my chief expectation is that you will take maximum advantage of this 
opportunity. If we begin under these assumptions, it can dramatically change the dynamic of the course. 
I am not going to profess endlessly about some arcane topic of graduate school minutiae. I will, 
however, offer you a glimpse of some fantastic tools that you will be able to muck about with and figure 
out how to use in your professional practice. Like most real learning situations, we may have 
spectacular failures, where things do not go as we plan or like. But, that is what learning is really about. 
For more information on my educational philosophy, I would refer you to the work of Alfie Kohn. To me, 
he makes a lot of sense, after you think about it for a little while. One of the traits of a learned individual 
is the ability to challenge pre-conceived notions and often holding two conflicting ideas. Here is a quote 
from Dr. Kohn, that I find especially meaningful: 

Richer thinking is more likely to occur in an atmosphere of exuberant discovery, in 
the kind of place where kids plunge into their projects and can't wait to pick up 
where they left off yesterday. Numerous studies have demonstrated how interest 
drives achievement—ongoing interest in a general topic more than transient 
interest in a specific activity, and excited interest more than the casual, mild kind. 
Regardless of age, race, or aptitude, students are more likely to remember and 
really understand what they've read if they find it intriguing. The interest level of 
the text, in fact, is a much better predictor of what students will get out of it than 
its difficulty level. (Incidentally, the same general connection between affect and 
achievement shows up with adults, too. After all, how do we expect to attract and 
retain good teachers when neither they northose whom they teach have much 
occasion to smile?). 
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This is how I hope you will think of this course. I hope that you will discover many interesting things 
and tools to use as you move on to other challenges, pursuits, jobs, and rewards.  

 
Meeting Student Needs: 
The goal of this course is to satisfy your needs to greater develop your understanding of science 
teaching. The direction of the course is determined by student interests (and perceived needs) as well 
as instructor expertise. Adjustments are likely throughout the course and the course topics will be 
updated regularly. If, at anytime, you find that you have questions or concerns related to the course 
please feel free to contact me preferably by e-mail. See my contact information elsewhere. If you are a 
student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Student 
Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607)753-2066 for an appointment. 
Information regarding your disability will be treated in a confidential manner. Because many 
accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as 
possible. I desire that each student achieve to his or her highest potential and wish to assist each 
person in accomplishing his/her goals and I will do everything I can to help you.  

Required Texts and Materials: 

 
Below is the old textbook -but I just learned that the new book I really wanted to use may not 
be readily available. So, I am in the process of making other arrangements. So, for now, 
don't purchase a textbook. The Macintosh iLife '05 in the Classroom, 1/e Jim Heid & Nikos 
Theodosakis ISBN: 0-321-39492-5  
It is available from Amazon.com for a discount:  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0321394925/qid=1137021157/sr=111/ref=sr_11_1/103-8625320-
7337460?n=283155 (If you do not want to type all this, just search by the ISBN.) The book in the SUNY 
Cortland bookstore is almost the right book. It is the book, without the education reference/frame/focus 
that the above book contains as supplementary material. If you already have your book, you may use it, 
but if you can return it, and then get the book above (quickly), please do so. I apologize for the mix-up 
with the official bookstore. You will also need some sort of mass digital storage device. I will say more 
about this in class, but any of the following (pick one) should work pretty well for you: 

(Good) USB Drive/Thumb Drive/Pen Drive (suggest 2 G) 
(Better) External Hard Drive (lots of space is good)  
(Best) Apple iPod (great chance to tell your significant other/parent you 
NEEEEEED and iPod for school) Access to a Still Video (or film camera if 
you have access to a scanner) Access to a digital video camera (if your 
project requires video). We will talk more about this in class.  
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Academic Honor Code  

The students and faculty at State University of New York College at Cortland have set forth high 
standards for academic integrity in the Student Code of Conduct. The beginning of the preamble is 
significant:  

The State University of New York College at Cortland strives to maintain a community which 
promotes and values the academic experience, institutional and personal integrity, justice, 
equality, and diversity. The College, therefore, believes in values that foster an environment 
where people can work, study and recreate together as a community.( State University of New 
York College at Cortland Student Code of Conduct). 

I expect you to adhere to the Student Code in all your work for this course. You must, in all of your 
written work, acknowledge your sources. If you are uncertain about what constitutes "cheating," 
especially when collaboration is a necessary part of the group work, you should contact me. Your 
signature must appear on every hard copy assignment, which signifies your adherence to the Student 
Code. It is assumed that for electronic assignments you have adhered to the Student Code. Should a 
student in this course be suspected of committing plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty, 
the College policy, as stated in the Student Code, will be applied.  

Course Objectives 

Through the activities of this course the engaged, participant will:  

Increase knowledge and understanding of educational technology and its role in the teaching and 
learning process (ACEI 1; Cortland CF 13).  
Develop deeper understandings of the nature of educational technology and how it relates to 
teaching at the elementary and/or middle school level (ACEI 3; Cortland CF 3, 13).  
Develop meaningful projects and/or materials for elementary and middle school teachers (ACEI 3; 
Cortland CF 13). 

(  



Every person must have an electronic mail (email) account and check it frequently for messages. 
Email will be the easiest and quickest way to contact me to receive responses to your questions and 
comments. Our WebCT learning space will serve as a means for posting important announcements, 
turning in assignments, and maintaining discussions and class contact during "online" sessions as well 
as the time between classes. I strongly encourage everyone to use the Mail Tool found within the 
WebCT environment. Please use it for routine communication. If it is an emergency, please send an 
email message to me at the address found described earlier.  
 



 

Professionalism Attendance: Attendance is a course requirement because of the high level of 
interaction during the hands-on/minds-on activities. Group collaboration and discussion comprise a 
significant component of scheduled class time. If you find that you must miss a class, it is your 
responsibility to contact me as well as classmates to find out what was missed. Absence is not an 
excuse to miss assignment deadlines. In accordance with college policy, you can miss up to one week's 
worth of classes without penalty. For each hour of class missed beyond what is allowed by the college, 
the instructor reserves the right to reduce your final average by one third of a letter grade. Participation: 
Participation means much more than attending the class. As I stated earlier, this is a graduate course. 
What you bring to our time together is just as important as the things I bring to our meetings. Thus, the 
following points are very important.  

Participation means contributing to the discussion and making meaningful comments. Respect: 
You have the right to learn in a respectful environment. Be considerate ofothers. Do not talk while 
others are talking. Behave in an ethical manner.Attitude: Be curious, flexible, patient, take risks, 
and care about what you are doing!!Due Dates for Assignments: Due dates will be announced 
well in advance and will be honored. No late work will be accepted except in EXTREME 
circumstances. The "New" Three Rs --Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: I ask that you consider and 
apply these when presenting your final products for evaluation. Digital formats are encouraged 
but please make sure they are in easily converted formats (i.e., Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, 
HTML) and are organized on your disk(s)/submitted with easily identifiable labels and filename 
extensions (.ppt, .doc, .xls, etc.). 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Policy: All written work must be typed and must meet the high quality standards expected of a 
classroom teacher. The Academic Support and Achievement Program tutors have liberal hours to assist 
those students who need assistance in meeting these standards. Please note that the tutors do not 
serve as proofreaders. Rather, they assist writers to organize their thoughts and to write more 
coherently. Bring your written work to the ASAP Center (in the library) well in advance of due dates, 
soliciting their assistance throughout the writing process. Be mindful that, as a future teacher of writing 
(which is now being taught in every subject area), your written work must be that of a professional. 
Present your assignments as you would if they were to be reviewed by a future administrator, member 
of the school board, or parents of prospective students. Rewrites: If an assignment must be revised 
because it is unsatisfactory, the highest grade that can be earned on that assignment is "C." The 
resubmission must be presented no later than one week from the date the assignment is returned. You 
may be required to use the ASAP services to qualify for resubmission of a writing assignment. �  

 



 

 Course Requirements 
 
1. Class Participation and Class Preparation: Attendance will be noted. Involvement in class 
activities and discussions (indicating class preparation) will be applied in theevaluation of this area. 
Self assessments will be administered periodically andincorporated in the final grade for participation. 
 

 

2. Series of Projects Utilizing Software Presented in Class (Hands-On Work) 
Primarily utilizing the software found in the iLife software suite (iTunes, iPhoto,iMovie, iDVD, and 
Garageband). Exact projects and expectations are dependent upon mutual agreement with 
student and professor. The professor must approveall projects and proposals. Projects will be 
based upon student interests,academic background, and previous technical expertise. Above all 
the projectsand ideas must reflect passion, some aspect of teaching and learning, andcreativity. 
Failure to deliver is not necessarily bad as long as there is evidence ofa continuing commitment 
and dedication to the course and a devotion to the craft of teaching and learning.  

 3. Position Paper/Research Paper/Presentation (Due April 3): This assignment asksyou to review 
current issues in educational technology, and choose 1 area as your topic.You will conduct a review of 
the recent literature in this area and its implications forYOUR classroom practice. This 10-15 page 
paper may serve as the foundation for yourmasters project -Minimum of 15 resources should be 
reviewed. Please see the ResearchPaper/Research Presentation Rubric. For a Research Paper you 
are going to use for yourMasters Project, all the standard APA rules and expectations apply.  
 

4. Develop a Final Educational Technology Project for Peer Professional Review (DueMay 8): For 
this assignment, you will develop an educational technology project, of yourchoice, that utilizes the 
software and techniques presented in this course. It should be aproject that YOU will use at some point 
in the future in your professional practice.It will be presented to your peers at our last class meeting on 
May 8. It does not need to be complete at this presentation, but it would be great (hint!) if it CAN be. You 
will be expected to present whatever you have at that point. Your peers will critique youreffort. You may 
use any of the skills you have developed in this course (or in any previouscourses). Just be sure that the 
approval of your instructor is obtained as early aspossible.Here are some possible topics and ideas (and 
creative derivations/mashups from this list are encouraged):  

 Interactive DVD Animated claymation showing some educational use or applicationInstructional 
Video Instructional Audio Lesson or Unit Plan utilizing the software from this course and including 
whateverinstructional supporting materials are appropriate  



 

 

Audio Podcast series on an educational issue or topicAudio Podcast Interview Series with 
Special Guest(s)Video Podcast series on an educational issue or topicVideo Podcast 
Interview Series with Special Guest(s)Video/Photo YearbookThe Greatest Teacher I Ever 
Knew DVD NO PowerPoint Presentations except as a minor supporting element. Seriously, 
ifyou have to use PowerPoint, let me know how and I will listen to your idea.  

 

 Grading Policy 
Your grade in EDU 630 will be evaluated based on the following grading scale: 

 

  
 

Assignments and Weight in Final Grade 

 Recommended Readings 
Since the format of this course is a hybrid/blended format, there will be readingsassigned each week. 
You are expected to complete the readings and compose a onepage reaction to them prior to class 
each week. Each week there will be a Discussion Forum in WebCT for you to post your reaction. 

Rubric Level Gra
u
de 
ivalent  Eq

Point 
Conversion  

Percent 
  Attained

Exemplary +   A+   4.3 points   100+  
Exemplary   A   4.0 points   94‐100  
Exemplary   A  3.7 points   90‐93  
Proficient +   B+   3.3 points   87‐89  
Proficient   B   3.0 points   83‐86  
Proficient‐  B  2.7 points   80‐82  
Apprentice+   C+   2.3 points   77‐79  
Apprentice   C   2.0 points   73‐76  
Apprentice‐  C  1.7 points   70‐72  
Novice+   D+   1.3 points   67‐69  
Novice   D   1.0 points   63‐66  
Novice‐  D  0.7 points   60‐62  
Unemployable   E   0.0 points   00‐59  


