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ENG 506: COMPUTERS AND THE STUDY of ENGLISH      

SUNY College at Cortland 

Fall, 2010, T 7:00, OM G17 

         

Karen Stearns, Ph.D.    

114B Old Main, x2072         

Off. Hour: T 3:00-4:00 and  6:00-7:00 and by appt. 

karen.stearns@cortland.edu 

stearns,karen@yahoo.com 

http://netgenz.ning.com 

http://twitter.com/sunyprof 
http://Taskstream.com (New and old students must re-register for Taskstream. Instructions will 

follow.)   

 

    The potentials of these technologies imply  

   a radical social change, a redistribution of 

semiotic power, the power to make and  

disseminate meanings. Gunther Kress 

Literacy in the New Media Age (2003) 

 

Course Description and Rationale: 
Today traditional definitions of reading and writing are increasingly becoming insufficient 
as what constitutes literacy and literacy practices—along with the values associated 
with these new digital practices—cultural, social, political, and, of course, educational—
is undergoing profound changes. The economic revolution facilitated by digital media 
necessitates a ―whole new‖ way of thinking – and by extension, reading and writing – for 
success on a planet ―made flat‖ by the World Wide Web.  
 
As the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) suggest in their definition of 21st 
century literacies, reading and writing print text no longer constitute sufficient foundation 
for literacy in the 21st century.  In a world in which citizens must also be able to decipher 
images, navigate complex web environments, and produce media responsibly, our 
understanding of and approach to literacy education must change.  The twenty-first 

century demands that a literate person possess a wide range of abilities and competencies, many 

literacies. These literacies—from reading online newspapers to participating in virtual 

classrooms—are multiple, dynamic, and malleable. 506 is a course designed to help 
teachers and prospective teachers develop as instructional designers and resource 
managers practicing the skill, the art and the craft of teaching in new media/new literacy 
(ies) environments.  

 
In 506 we will employ a variety of computer applications, produce and evaluate new 
media and study pedagogical and disciplinary issues focused on the use of technology 
in the English Language Arts classroom.. Our semester together will focus on how we 

prepare students (and ourselves!) for the new technological/digital/electronic literacies 
that will define their futures.  

 

mailto:karen.stearns@cortland.edu
mailto:karen@yahoo.com
http://netgenz.ning.com/
http://twitter.com/sunyprof
http://taskstream.com/
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/21stcentdefinition
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/21stcentdefinition
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Class members will work with one another and with the instructor to create a community 

of practice model for learning that differs significantly from a more traditional 
transmission style classroom, one that seeks to provide a template for 7-12 ELA 
classroom instruction. In 506 each of us will assume the identity of teacher/learner as we 
develop and share expertise with a variety of classroom computer applications. We will 
also work with  area teachers and staff support for various technology projects. All 

students will have the opportunity, both individually and collaboratively, to seek out, 

design and pursue projects of interest to them. In addition, where possible, each of us will 

work with adolescent learners and/or a teacher for one of our projects.   
 

Course Objectives and (NCTE) Outcomes:  
This course is designed to enable students to 
• develop or improve their facility with computer technology (NCTE Standards 4.6); 
• use specialized vocabulary to discuss technology (NCTE Standards 2.3, 4.6); 

• incorporate computer technology into language arts education (NCTE Standards 2.1, 4.1, 

4.3, 4.6, 4.8, 4.9, 4.12.1); 

• critically assess the incorporation of computer technology into language arts education 
and broader social contexts (NCTE Standards 2.3, 2.5, 3.2.1, 3.2.5, 3.4.3, 3.7.1, 3.7.2, 4.1, 

); 
• improve as critical readers, writers, receivers, and producers of both verbal and visual 

literacies (NCTE Standards 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 3.2.4, 3.4.2, ); and 

• practice, in our own class, the kinds of teaching and learning we would like to see in 
future classes, including the important practice of collaboration (NCTE Standards 

2.1, 3.7.2, 4.3, 4.8, 4.9, 4.12.1). 

 
SUNY LEARNING STANDARD THIS COURSE MEETS: 
# 10. Demonstrate sufficient technology skills and the ability to integrate technology into 

classroom teaching/learning;  

 

Course Texts: 
You will need a three-ring binder (believe me I see the irony in this) expressly dedicated to 
506. Please bring it to every class. You will also need to set up a TaskStream account 
for uploading of assignments from your masters’* courses and producing a portfolio for 
evaluation before completion of the program. Our class wiki (designed by students in 
the class) will provide a flexible syllabus for our work together. 
 
 
 

Carrington V., & Robinson, M. Digital literacies: Social learning and classroom practices. 

 UKLA:Sage Publications. 2009. 

Gainier, J., & Lapp, D. Literacy remix: Bridging adolescents’ in and out of school literacies. 

 Newark, DE: International Reading Association. 2010. 

Jenkins, Henry. Confronting the challenges of participatory culture: Media education for the 

 21st century. (John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Reports on Digital Media 

 and Learning. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 2009 

 

Kajder, Sara. Adolescents and literacies in a digital world: Learning alongside our students. 
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 Urbana, ILL: NCTE. 2010. 

Ohler, Jason. Digital storytelling in the classroom: New media pathways to literacy, learning 

and 

 creativity.  Thousand Oaks, CA:Corwin Press. 2007. 

Richardson. W. Blogs, wikis, podcasts, and other powerful web tools for classrooms.  
    Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. 2008. 
 
Note: You will also need a headset that can be used in the lab and I strongly recommend 

you purchase a “cheap” microphone. 

 

 
N. B. Readings for this course will also include texts students access online as well as 

handouts from the instructor. For example, we will read articles from disciplinary-
specific journals as well as excerpts from other very recent texts that will extend our 
understanding of key course themes/concepts.. Collaborators on projects will 
develop their own bibliographies of websites and readings that support project work. 
These bibliographies will be shared with classmates. 

 
 

Special Note about 506:  
This course covers two types of applications: web-based communication tools and 
media-production applications. The former are accessible from any Internet-connected 
computer with a current version of a web browser and appropriate free plugins (e.g. 
Abobe Reader). As we will see these tools allow for easy communication in a classroom 
community, as well as connection to a broader intellectual sphere. 
 
The latter, media-production tools, are necessary for the production of multimedia 
communications (e.g. video, audio, screencasts, and so on). In this class, you will learn 
to use Apple’s iLife applications (iMovie, iPhoto, iDVD, iWeb, iTunes, and Garage 
Band). These are easy-to-use, consumer-grade applications that will allow you to edit 
video, digital images, and audio and publish them online. Assignments in this course will 
require the use of these applications, along with other technologies such as the 
publishing program InDesign, Photoshop, video cameras, digital cameras, microphones, 
and scanners. These technologies are all available on campus (cameras can be 
checked out from the library). The software you will need is also available in computer 
labs here and in the library. If you own a current Apple computer, you may already have 
iLife „09 or be able to upgrade to it. However, that is not required for the course. 
 
The limitation of iLife is that it is Apple-specific, a significant limit for those of you who 
are traditionally Windows-users. To this concern, I make three observations: 
 
iLife applications are among the most user-friendly available. The basic principles you 
learn will be applicable to other software (i.e. in most senses, making a video is making 
a video). 
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Many schools are Mac environments. Learning to use a Mac will make you a more 
flexible user of technology.  
 
Multimedia and web technologies are always developing. The particular technologies 
you learn today will be outmoded in three years or so. In technological terms, what you 
need to learn in this course is not mastery of specific applications but an understanding 
of multimedia production principles and the confidence to maintain your own level of 
technical expertise. 
 
* In some cases when students cannot access Macintosh programs they may use comparable pc 

programs. In that case, students must prepare well in advance for class presentations (in G-16 

when available) using other than Macs.  

 

Course Schedules and Policies: 

ENG 506 is a collaborative seminar which requires the active voices of each class 
member in each class meeting. Because social learning is a hallmark of this course, 
ANY absence will be problematic. Because we only meet once a week it will be 
impossible for you to remain current if you miss even one class. In case of a true 
emergency (serious illness, death in the family), resulting in your unavoidably missing a 
class, please contact me through email as soon as possible. No absence is an excuse 
for not fulfilling the expectations of your project team or not being prepared for class 
discussions on the readings or presentations scheduled in advance of your absence. In 

short, because much of our work in 506 will be collaborative, your absence affects everyone 

else in the class, and especially a partner you may be working with at the time. 

 
I expect that you will treat this class as a professional work environment. Be on time, 
don't leave early, and don't miss work. Foster an attitude of mutual respect, be a 
creative team player, have a positive attitude and accept the challenges of the course 
with enthusiasm and a commitment to developing as a 21st century teacher. 
Importantly, support your classmates in the ways that you will support your own 
students one day. Everything you are asked you to do in this course will focus on your 

continuing to develop important teacher dispositions and pedagogical skills.*  

 

To that end, students at the college are expected* to spend a minimum of 3 hours per 

week for each scheduled class hour. Graduate students should expect to spend more time 

than undergraduates preparing for classes. If the time you are spending meeting course 

expectations exceeds 9 hours a week (undergraduates) and possibly more for graduate 

students please come see me and let me know that. We will adjust accordingly. 

 
*410.06 COLLEGE CREDIT SYSTEM  
The basic unit of credit in college courses is the ―credit hour‖ one hour’s credit  
for a 16-week semester. One credit hour normally assumes an average of three  
hours‟ work per week, but this can be achieved through a variety of in-class and  
out-of-class combinations.  

 
*410.07 CREDIT HOUR LOAD  
An average student should expect to put in the amount of time indicated above  
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in order to succeed academically. For example, a student should put in a 45-hour  
week for an academic load of 15 credit hours. Students with greater ability and  
educational preparation could, with experience, adjust their out-of-class time to  
their specific situations.  

 
*from the SUNY Cortland College Handbook (Sec. IV, 410. 06-07) 

 

Special Needs: 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please 
contact the Office of Student Disability Services located in B-40 VanHoesen Hall or call 
607-753-2066 for an appt. Information regarding any student's disability will be treated 
in a confidential manner. Because many accommodations require early planning, 
requests for accommodations should be made as early as possible. 
 

Dispositions:  
Attached is a list of dispositions the program expects teacher candidates to embody, 
even exemplify. Please note.  

 
Course Assignments:* (specific details of each assignment will be linked to our class wiki)  
*Note: There are no paper quizzes, tests or papers assigned in this course. ALL work for credit is 

NING/Wiki site and/or team/project presentation work.  

 

1) Blogging journal, Blog Moderation, Wiki Production and Class Preparedness: Blogging 
is a form of electronic writing that is web-based and easily produced. Most of you are no 
doubt very experienced Bloggers. 506 requires you to keep a writing and reading 
journal/blog at our NING site in which you document your experiences in (and out of) 
this class. Your blog will constitute a significant ―text‖ that you are creating throughout 
the semester. Expectations are that you will blog a minimum of 3-4x per week and 
respond to a minimum of half a dozen classmates’ blog/forum posts each week. Your 
blogging/responses to forums should focus on reading prompts as well as new content 
you are investigating and/or new observations you are making, (for some of you this 
may be as a result of observing in classrooms) and want to share with colleagues. On 
your blog you might interrogate your own experiences using various applications as well 
as suggest pedagogical strategies for engaging students with new media texts and 
technologies. I will also ask you to seek feedback from your peers on the quality of your 
facilitation. It is especially important for facilitators to post/comment in a timely fashion. 
 
All class members will have the opportunity to moderate (w/a partner) NING forum/blog 
discussions on our work together week to week, our current readings, and/or 
moderators’ own particular interests. We will use the class wiki for sharing/teaching as 
well. Each of you will also post and edit content on the class wiki.  
 
Announcements, assignment clarifications and suggestions from me will appear both on 
our NING site and/or on our wiki once it’s up and running. We will be experimenting this 
semester to see how we might use these different networking spaces in productive 
ways in our own classrooms. Consider 506 a laboratory for that work. It is critical that 
you keep up to date. Ignorance of NING/wiki messages, discussion prompts, 
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assignment clarifications/modifications/deadline reminders, etc. will NOT be an excuse 
for not being prepared. 25% 

 

2) Professional Web-Folio: Following INTASC (Interstate New Teacher Assessment and 

Support Consortium) guidelines you will build the framework for your web-folio to be 
submitted during student teaching and useful when you are job-seeking.  You will add to 
your web-folio throughout your coursework in the AEN program as well as upload 
previous relevant coursework. In 506 you will create the shell of your e-folio and write a 
Statement on 21

st
 Century Literacies to be included it, along with an up-to-date resume 

and additional pages you choose to add throughout the semster/program. Classroom 
teachers may choose to create a professional website for use with their 
students/parents/teaching community. (see wiki page Professional E-Folio for more 
information) 20% 

 

65% of course credit will be earned through project work in new media.  

  

A beginning: 

 

8/31-9/7*  finish Trilling/Fadel if necessary (post to Trilling Forum) 

Jess S  view Jenkins and graduate students on new media literacy skills:    

Ella  http://newmedialiteracies.org/ (important) 

  view Dick Hardt video on Identity 2.0 (fun) 

  (http://identity20.com/media/OSCON2005/) 

  Living and Learning with New Media: Findings from the Digital Youth Project 

  (http://digitalyouth.ischool.berkeley.edu/files/report/digitalyouth-WhitePaper.pdf) 

    (use TofC and read sections of interest to you 

  Who are the Millennials? Read the Pew Report summary about trends 

    in your generation:  

  (http://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/ (and what about you?) 

  read The Creativity Crisis (in Newsweek) 

  http://www.newsweek.com/2010/07/10/the-creativity-crisis.html? 

  *read and annotate Richardson, 1, 2, 6, 9 (investigate resources you find in these 

    chapters and please set up different forums for the key topics 

    in these chapters) 

  *read and annotate Carrington, 7 (forum=teachers and technology) 

 

NING facilitators (to include continuing or putting up new forum discussions, monitoring 

classmates’ responses, adding new content/media relevant to this week’s reading, etc. etc. * 

indicates priority content for posting to forums/blogs) 

 

 

 

Reading Schedule continued: 

 

9/8-9/14-- read and annotate Richardson, 3, 4, 5 (continue to investigate chapter resources) 

Emily  read and annotate Carrington, 2, 3*  

http://newmedialiteracies.org/
http://identity20.com/media/
http://digitalyouth.ischool.berkeley.edu/files/report/digitalyouth-WhitePaper.pdf
http://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/751/
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Jim  read and annotate Kajder, 1, 3  

  read in Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy (JAAL, Sept. ’10 issue) A Space 

   Called Home... (McLean) username kstearns, password aussie 

  develop project #1 (see attached suggestions) 

 

*continue to annotate your reading 

 

9/15-9/21 Richardson, 7,  

Collin  Carrington, 4, 5 

Bridget Kajder, 2 

  continue to develop project #1 

  Share Beginnings of Project #1 (in process) with class  

     

 

9/22-9/28 Jenkins, read the Executive Summary through p. 34 (annotate Jenkins) 

Jake  Kajder, 4, 5 

Charles Gainer/Lapp (Literacy Remix) ch. 1  

  Carrington, 4 

  Share Beginnings of Project #1 (in process) with class 

 

9/29-10/5 Richardson, 8 

Liz  Gainer/Lapp 2, 3 

Jess C  Carrington, 1, 8 

  Lessig on remix (handout) 

  Project #2 underway by first week in October (partner for this project if you like) 

 

10/6-10/12      Gainer/Lapp, 4, 5 

Ben  Kajder, 6 

Beth  Jenkins, pp. 35-58 

  Carrington, 1 

 

10/7-10/19 Jenkins, pp. 59-78 

Selena  Readings TBA 

Chelsea 

   

10/20-10/26 Finish Jenkins 

Stacy  Presentations of Project #2 

 

 

 

 

10/27-11/23 Final Project  

Note: No  Readings from Ohler, (10/21) Part I 

class on     (10/28) Part II 

11/9     (11/2) Part III 
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11/24-12/7 Final Project 

 

12/14  Exam Day--please keep this date available. 


