
 

 

SUNY Cortland 
English Department 

 

Study of the English Language (ENG 407) 
Writing Intensive 

 
Credit Hours: 3                   Professor: Andrea R. Harbin 
Semester: Spring 2011         Office Phone: 753-2073 
Location: Old Main B17    Office Location: Old Main 115-E 

Office Hours: T/Th 11:30-12:30, 2:30 -
3:30 or by appt. 

                  Mailbox: English Department 
                  E-mail:andrea.harbin@cortland.edu 
 
Required Texts 

 McWhorter, John. 1998. Word on the Street: Debunking the myth of a “pure” standard English. 
Cambridge: Perseus Publishing. 

 McCrum, Robert, William Cran, and Robert MacNeil. 2002. The Story of English (3rd 
Edition). New York: Penguin Books. 

 
Course Description 
The catalog description for this course reads as follows: “Study of language and literacy 
acquisition and development; diversity in language use, historical and social influences on 
language, and second language and bilingual learning.”  

In practice, this course covers a variety of topics essential to any understanding of English as a 
language. My primary purpose is to provide you with the basic familiarity that underscores such 
an understanding and, for some of you, to provide some necessary background on which to 
build your own expertise as a language advocate: a teacher.  

In this course, we will not be looking at the formal aspects of language structure (syntax, 
phonology, etc.). Instead, we will focus on the social domains that affect and are affected by 
our language. Issues of identity will be central motifs - through history, ethnic/social groups, 
and geographic regions. One of our main concerns will be how our language reflects, 
reinforces, and/or induces such identification.  

We will explore dialect, language acquisition, the history of English, Black English and its 
relation (if any) to Creoles, and the differences between written and spoken language to name 
just a few topics. We will get lofty and abstract with the definition of “grammar” and get our 
hands dirty discussing taboo language. In short, we will range over a large landscape of ideas 
with the same basic question before us: “How do we, as a society and as individuals, interrelate 
with our language?”  

Attendance Policy 
In accordance with university policy, more than three unexcused absences will lower your final 
grade by 1/3 of a letter grade for each day missed. [Example: a final grade of “A-” with 5 
unexcused absences will lower the grade to a “B”.] 
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Grades 
Your essay grades and the final grade will be based on the following numeric scale: 
 97-100 A+  87-89 B+  77-79 C+  67-69 D+ 
 93-96 A  83-86 B  73-76 C  63-66 D 
 90-92 A-  80-82 B-  70-72 C-  60-62 D- 
          0-59 E 

Methods of Evaluation 
Your final grade will consist of the following: 

 Class participation   10% 

 Response Papers   10% 

 Presentation    5% 

 Formal papers: 
Paper #1  25% 
Paper #2  25% 
Paper #3  25% 
    

In order to fulfill certain ELA/NCATE requirements, the English AED committee has 
determined all AED majors must write three papers of 5 pages each. Your mandatory topics 
will include a Shakespearean translation (to be submitted on Taskstream), a mini-lesson on 
dialect, and a short research paper on ESL issues. You will have as much flexibility within 
these topics as we can agree upon. Non-AED majors have a greater range of possibility. You 
can break up your 15 page total however you like (one 15 page paper, two 7.5s, a 10 and a 5, 
etc.). The weight of your grade will vary accordingly (75%, 37.5% each, or 50% and 25% for 
the above examples). You will also have a greater range of potential topics. I will read and 
comment on any drafts submitted by the draft due dates listed on the syllabus.  The earlier you 
hand them in, the more feedback you will receive. You may revise them and resubmit them for 
a better grade. However, any paper submitted on the last day of class or beyond will be considered a final 
draft and not a candidate for revision.    
 
Alignment with Conceptual Framework and Organizational Standards  
Students majoring in Adolescence Education: English 7-12 will focus on acquiring knowledge 
and developing skills aligned with learning outcomes from the College's Conceptual 
Framework for Teacher Education and those established by the Council of Teachers of English 
(NCTE).   
 
In particular, candidates in this course will… 
 
NCTE 2.2: Use ELA to help their students become familiar with their own and others’ 

cultures; 

   

NCTE 3.1.3: Demonstrate an awareness in their teaching of the impact of cultural, 

economic, political, and social environments on language; 

 

NCTE 3.1.4: Know and respect diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across 

cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions and social roles and show attention to 

accommodating such diversity in their teaching; 

   



 

 

NCTE 3.1.5: Demonstrate little knowledge of the evolution of the English language and the 

historical influences on its various forms; 

   

 

NCTE  3.1.6: Use their knowledge of English grammars in teaching students both oral and 

written forms of the language; 

 

NCTE 3.1.7: Use their knowledge of semantics, syntax, morphology, and phonology in 

teaching their students how to use oral and written language effectively; 

 

CCF 10. Apply a variety of teaching strategies to develop a positive teaching-learning 

environment where all students are encouraged to achieve their highest potential, and 
 
CCF 11. Foster understanding of and respect for individuals’ abilities, disabilities and 

diversity of variations of ethnicity, culture, language, gender, age, class, and sexual 

orientation. 
 
 
Academic Integrity: 
Academic dishonesty and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Such activities will inevitably harm 
both your performance in this class and your college career as a whole. From the CCH (pg. 
51): “Students are expected to submit and present work that is their own with proper 
documentation and acknowledgment when the work of others is consulted and used.” Review 
the Cortland College Handbook for further definitions, policies, and procedures. 
 
Student Services: 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the 
Office of Student Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 
for an appointment.  
 
Academic Support and Achievement Program (ASAP): 
Van Hoesen: Room A-12 (753-4309). Excellent resource for those who feel they might need 
some extra help with writing papers. 

 



 

 

Course Schedule 
 

  Date Period Reading 

Week 1 1-25 What do we mean by Grammar? Introduction to the course 

  1-27 Written vs. Spoken language Lippi-Green h/o & Language Files 1.3 h/o 

Week 2 2-1 Our attitudes towards our language Bean h/o, Milroy h/o, Hillocks & Smith h/o 

  2-3   Swift h/o, Orr h/o, Simon h/o, Pinker h/o 

Week 3 2-8   Word on the Street ch. 3, MacNeil h/o 

  2-10 Language Acquisition Lippi-Green h/o, Foster-Cohen h/o 

Week 4 2-15   Wild Child 

  2-17 Second language acquisition Class meets online: Tan h/o, Cunha h/o 

Week 5 2-22   English Learners in American Classrooms h/o 

  2-24   English Learners in American Classrooms h/o 

Week 6 3-1  History of English Word on the Street  7-19,  

  3-3 Old English Story of English 46-72, Paper 1 Due 

Week 7 3-8  Beowulf h/o             

  3-10  
Miracle of St. Benedict translation 
Story of English 72-89 

Week 8 3-15 Spring Break  

  3-17    

Week 9 3-22 Middle English  "The Miller's Tale" h/o ,  

  3-24  “Uncleftish Beholding"h/o 

Week 10 3-29 Early Modern English Story of English 90-116, Word on the Street 19-33,  

  3-31  Word on the Street ch. 4,  

Week 11 4-5  Story of English 116-29 

  4-7   Story of English 9-45 

Week 12 4-12 Language and Identity: Dialects 
Brownworth h/o, Naylor h/o                 
Paper 2 Due 

  4-14   Miller & Swift h/o, August h/o, Tannan h/o 

Week 13 4-19 Gendered Language Word on the Street ch. 5 

  4-21   Story of English  ch. 9 

Week 14 4-26   

  4-28  Word on the Street chps. 6&7 

Week 15 5-3  Closer look at Black English Word on the Street ch. 8 

 5-5  Story of English 209-250 

Week 16 5-10 Catch up Paper 3 Due 
 


