
*On Thursday February 10, February 24, March 10, March 24, April 7, April 21, and May 6, I have a committee meeting from 10-11.  Those 

weeks, I will have a “floating office hour,” at your convenience. 

Dr. Cynthia Sarver  E-mail:  sarverc@cortland.edu 
Office:  117D Old Main  Phone:  607-773-2074 (o) 
Office Hours: Tu 1:30-4:30; Th 9:30-11:30*  Emergencies only:  607-756-4272 (h) 
and by appt.   

State University College at Cortland 
Department of English 

ENG 307: New Media Literacies and ELA (CRN 25659) 
Spring 2011 // T/Th 11:40-12:55 // Old Main G-17 

 
Course Description 
Employment of a variety of computer applications and web-based communication tools, production and evaluation of 
new media, and study of pedagogical and disciplinary issues that inform new literacy practices for English Language 
Arts classrooms.  Prerequisites: CPN 101 or 103.  (3 cr. hr.).** 

 
Course Objectives 
By the end of the semester, students will: 

 Understand how critical media literacy can be integrated into ELA classrooms; 

 Understand how traditional English language arts (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) are extended 
though new media to include viewing and composing; 

 Regularly engage in listening and speaking, but especially reading and writing processes as they are 
extended to new media; 

 Critically analyze and produce new media; 

 Develop a command of key concepts and issues in contemporary media literacy, multimodal literacy, new 
media, and traditional media studies as they relate to ELA classrooms, students, and teachers; 

 Be familiar with various new media and Web 2.0 applications and practice introducing them to audiences 
lacking the same familiarity; 

 Develop media literacy skills that help them safely and successfully navigate their media-saturated lives; 

 Appreciate and experience the benefits of authentic, project-based learning; 

 By doing all of the above, be able to extend their experiences to hypothetical situations in ELA classrooms; 

 Recognize the benefits and challenges that schools, teachers, and students face in this shifting literacy and 
cultural landscape;  

 Understand how critical thinking and self-expression – skills needed by individuals in order to sustain a 
democracy – are key components of critical media literacy; and finally, 

 Recognize and advocate for the social justice potential that new media literacy potentially affords all young 
people.  

 
Alignment with NCTE Standards and Cortland’s Conceptual Framework 
Students majoring in Adolescence Education: English 7-12 will focus on acquiring knowledge and developing skills 
aligned with learning outcomes from the College's Conceptual Framework for Teacher Education and those 
established by the Council of Teachers of English (NCTE).   
 
In particular, candidates in this course will…. 
 
NCTE 3.2.1 Use their understanding of the influence of language and visual images on thinking and composing in 
their own work and in their teaching; 
NCTE 3.2.2 Use writing, speaking, and observing as major forms of inquiry, reflection, and expression in their 
coursework and teaching; 
NCTE 3.2.3: Use composing processes in creating various forms of oral, visual, and written literacy of their own and 
engage students in these processes; 
NCTE 3.2.4 Demonstrate, through their own learning and teaching, how writing, visual images, and speaking can 
effectively perform a variety of functions for varied audiences and purposes; 

http://studentinfo.cortland.edu/pls/prod/regweb.course_detail?sub=ENG&trm=201120&crse=307#25659


 

NCTE 3.2.5: Demonstrate their knowledge of language structure and conventions by creating and critiquing their 
own print and nonprint texts and by assisting their students in such activities;  
NCTE 3.6.1: Understand how media can influence constructions of a text’s meaning, and how experiencing various 
media can enhance students' composing processes, communication, and learning; 
NCTE 3.6.2: Show an ability to construct meaning from media and nonprint texts, and to assist students in learning 
these processes; 
NCTE 3 .6.3: Incorporate technology and print/nonprint media into their own work and instruction;  
NCTE 4.6: Engage students in critical analysis of different media and communications technologies; 
CCF 2. Possess in-depth knowledge of the subject area to be taught; 
CCF 3. Understand how students learn and develop; 
CCF 6. Collaborate with other staff, the community, higher education, other agencies, and cultural institutions, as 
well as parents and other caregivers, for the benefit of students; 
CCF 7. Continue to develop professionally as ethical and reflective practitioners who are committed to ongoing 
scholarly inquiry; 
CCF 8. Know state and national standards, integrate curriculum across disciplines, and balance historical and 
contemporary research, theory, and practice; 
CCF 10. Apply a variety of teaching strategies to develop a positive teaching-learning environment where all 
students are encouraged to achieve their highest potential; and 
CCF 13. Demonstrate sufficient technology skills and the ability to integrate technology into classroom 
teaching/learning. 
 
A Note About My Role and Our Democratic Classroom 
Our focus in this course will be driven to some extent by your interest, concerns, and expertise regarding the subject 
matter (as should all constructivist learning environments).  On interest and concerns first:  insofar as it is possible, 
we will adapt course material to what you find interesting, important, and exciting.  Note that on the course 
calendar many class meetings designate (some of ) the week’s reading and writing assignments “TBA”:  on these 
days, students facilitating the week’s online discussion (more below) will be in a position to shape our focus during 
class by recommending “reading” and “writing” assignments (I use scare quotes here because these concepts are – as 
we will discuss -- fluid terms that must often be adapted to fit new media learning environments (e.g., you don’t 
exactly write a podcast, but certain principles of writing must be extended to create a coherent finished product).  
Discussion facilitators will also be in a position to determine the week’s “essential question.”  We will update the 
course calendar accordingly. 
 
That said, I do have a good deal of knowledge and experience in this field and have chosen some texts and topics 
that I feel are crucial to your training as future English teachers.  I am willing to be flexible here, however, and if 
you discover material that you think is absolutely essential (or just flat out exciting!), I am more than willing to 
consider it and, in some cases, substitute it for material that I’ve already selected. 
 
Finally, your expertise:  although I am knowledgeable in terms of the theory regarding new media, media literacy 
and ELA, I am by no means an expert in all (or most) new media applications.  Not only is this course fashioned 
according to the constructivist principle of “learn by doing” (meaning you’ll best learn to teach something by first 
being a student of it yourself), but it also follows the constructivist notion that the teacher is a co-learner alongside 
her students.  I am excited both to learn from you about all those Web 2.0 applications that you use and about which 
I may be unaware and to share with you what I know, discover, and find fascinating in this ever-shifting landscape.  
It’s my hope that with shared enthusiasm and curiosity, we can together plunge into the unknown, emerging from 
the experience at the end of the semester with an enhanced knowledge of and excitement for the new media in 
English Language Arts classrooms -- a positive and adaptable disposition toward learning, using, and creating new 
media that we will carry over to our future classrooms and encounters with emerging technology. 
 
Required Texts, Materials, and Services 

 Anderson, M. T. Feed (2002). ISBN: 9780763622596 

 Bellanca, J, ed.  21st-Century Skills: Rethinking How Students Learn (2010). ISBN: 9781935249900 

 Friedman, T.  The World is Flat 3.0 (2007). ISBN: 9780312425074 

 Jenkins, H., et. al. Confronting the Challenges of Participatory Culture: Media Education for the 21st Century 
(download for free here). 

 Kist, W. The Socially Networked Classroom (2009). ISBN: 9781412967013 

 Warlick, D. The Gardner’s Approach to Learning. ISBN: 9780557514298.  Also downloadable for $5 at 
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/a-gardeners-approach-to-learning/11922720. 

http://digitallearning.macfound.org/site/c.enJLKQNlFiG/b.2108773/apps/nl/content2.asp?content_id=%7BCD911571-0240-4714-A93B-1D0C07C7B6C1%7D&notoc=1
http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/a-gardeners-approach-to-learning/11922720


 

 Daily access to the internet; e-mail; course Ning, blogs (here’s mine), wiki, and Blackboard site (all Cortland 
students have a free e-mail account and access to internet in various campus computing centers). 

 Cost for printing and copying of readings/handouts and your own and others’ work (~ $20) 

 External hard drive or other storage space with capacity for storing large multimedia files, if your Cortland 
storage space is insufficient 

 TaskStream subscription (free) 

 One pair of earbuds with standard jack (bring to class daily) 
 
Greening the 21st-century classroom:  One of the great benefits of using technology is that it allows you to go 
paperless.  Therefore, whenever possible, I will publish e-versions of documents that I would normally print out and 
distribute in hard copy (such as this syllabus).   Please plan to check your email and our blog daily for updates.  You 
may print these if you like, and in some cases, as is noted above, I will ask you to do so. 
 
Graded Class Projects and Activities 

1. Blog:  Ongoing, throughout the semester, you will keep a personal blog on which you will post regularly 
and network with other blogs and wikis of interest to you.  You will also subscribe to and keep up with 
your classmates’ blogs while in this class.  If you are successful, by the end of the semester, you will have 
become part of an online community and dialogue. 150 points 

 
2. Online Discussion Facilitation:  For one week during the semester, you and a partner will moderate a 

discussion for your classmates that will take place amidst a public professional audience on the Regional 
Professional Development School Ning.  You will be required to spend time preparing for, facilitating and 
evaluating (your classmate’s) participation. 100 points 

 
3. Flat Classroom Project Resource:  As part of our course, we will be following the experience of Mrs. 

Erika Rossman’s Tully High School juniors as they participate in the Flat Classroom.  Each of you will be 
responsible for designing a related set of activities that Mrs. Eaton – or other participating high school 
English teachers – might use as prelude to, while participating in, or as follow-up from their Flat 
Classroom Project experience. This project will be due just after midterm. 100 points 

 
4. Critical Media and Visual Literacy Project:  You will submit and publish a project in which you use 

critical literacy skills and multimodal analysis to analyze commercial media.  You will upload this project to 
separately from your “Final TaskStream Portfolio” (below). This project will be due at midterm. 100 
points 

 
5. Web 2.0 Resource for Educators:  You will create a Web 2.0 resource for educators whose goal is to help 

facilitate the integration of Web 2.0 in classrooms. This project will be due at the end of the semester.  
100 points 

 
6. Professional Web-Folio: You will build the framework for your web-folio to be submitted during student 

teaching that is hopefully something that you will use when you interview for jobs.  You will add to this 
throughout your coursework in the AEN program. You will upload this project to TaskStream.  This 
project will be due by the end of the semester.  50 points 

 
Final TaskStream Portfolio:  You will upload all of your work for this class (above) into a Portfolio on 
TaskStream.  Needed to pass the class. 
 
Ancillary Assignments:  Throughout the semester, you will complete various daily assignments ranging from 
readings, to quizzes, to mini-presentations, to wiki or blog entries.  100 points 
 
Participation:  You will be expected to regularly participate on class Ning and in-class discussions; you will also be 
working regularly in groups and are also expected to pull your weight there. 100 points 
 
Course Expectations 

 That you arrive to class on time and prepared. 

 That you bring all relevant texts to class on the day reading is assigned from them (having read them, of 
course!). 

http://21centuryliteracies2010.ning.com/
http://www.readwriteworld.org/
http://www.cortland.edu/elearning/
https://www.taskstream.com/pub/


 

 That you have assignments ready to be submitted at the beginning of the class on the due date.  Assignments 
turned in any later will have points deducted for lateness. 

 That you take the initiative to meet with me regularly to discuss your projects at various stages.   

 That you are an active and positive agent in your own and others’ leaning experiences.  
 
Attendance 
You are allowed two unexcused absences from class.  All others require a doctor’s note or other official 
documentation and will be excused at my discretion. Each unexcused absence beyond the allowance will cost 
you one letter grade in the final evaluation.  If you must miss a class session or be late, it is your responsibility 
to get the notes/handouts/assignments from one of your classmates and to be up to speed by the time you return to 
class.    
 
Late work  
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  Anything later will have points deducted at the rate 
of 1/3 of a grade per day (including weekends).  If you know you will be absent or late, submit a place-holding e-
copy on time (as an email attachment) and bring an identical hard copy (when applicable) to class upon your return 
to class.  When hard copies are required, no hard copy = no grade. 
 
Diversity 
I am committed to “creat[ing] and sustain[ing] an inclusive and supportive learning environment in which all 
students can engage in learning” (NCATE/NCTE Standards).  Therefore, respect for individual differences – be 
they of ethnicity, race, class, gender, religion, ability, or opinion -- will be crucial to your success in this class.  The 
high level of critical engagement that comes from considering points of view different from your own benefits both 
the quality of your own thinking and the richness of our collective inquiry. 

Office of Student Disability Services 

Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is required to register with the Office of 
Student Disability Services (OSDS).  A letter of verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from 
OSDS.  Please be sure the letter is delivered to me as early in the semester as possible.  OSDS is located in Van 
Hoesen Hall, Room B-1 and is open 8:00 am-4:30 pm, M-F.  Their phone number is (607) 753-2066. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty 
Plagiarism, a form of academic dishonesty, involves incorporating the words or thoughts of another into one’s 
original writing without proper documentation.  Common examples include submitting a paper by another student; 
failing to document paraphrased, summarized or directly quoted material; or subtly altering the diction and content 
of a source author without documentation.  The consequences for any plagiarism or academic dishonesty will be a 
“0” grade for the assignment and an “F” for the course.  If you have any questions about this, feel free to ask me or 
consult the College Handbook for full details of SUNY Cortland’s policy on academic dishonesty. 
 

 
AS A COURTESY TO OTHERS, PLEASE SWITCH CELLPHONES AND PAGERS TO VIBRATE; and  

NO TEXTING OR CHATTING DURING CLASS (UNLESS REQUIRED!) 
 


