
State University of New York College at Cortland 
Department of Foundations and Social Advocacy 

FSA 410: Inclusive Education Pedagogy 
 
 

Course Information:       
Credit Hours: 4       
Semester/Year: Fall 2010      
Location: Van Hoesen B-223      
Texts and Bibliographic Materials Required:    
• Janney, R. & Snell, M. E. (2004). Modifying Schoolwork, 2nd ed. Baltimore: Brookes. 
• Kluth, P. & Danaher, S. (2010). From Tutor Scripts to Talking Sticks. Baltimore: Brookes. 
• Valle, J. & Connor, D. (2010). Rethinking Disability. New York: McGraw-Hill. 
• Additional articles, which will be available as needed through eLearning 
 
Professor Information: 
Name: David Smukler 
Phone: (607) 753-4767 
Office Location: 1229 Cornish 
Office Hours:  Tu/Thu, 10:00-noon; Wed noon-1:00, 2:30-3:00; Thu 10:00-noon, 4:15-5:15 
E-mail: david.smukler@cortland.edu 
 
Course Description: Inclusive education pedagogy in an urban context at the childhood level 
(grades 1-6). 
 
Course Attendance Policy: 
Attendance and promptness expected. Grades penalized for pattern of unexplained attendance 
problem. 
 
Rationale/Goals/Objectives of the Course (Stated as Student Outcomes) and How They Reflect 
Specific Components of Cortland’s Conceptual Framework: 
 

1. Become familiar with a variety of learning theories. [CEC 1; CF 2, 3] 
2. Explore the many ways that the design of classroom environments and activities can 

affect students’ participation and learning. [CEC 5; CF 4] 
3. Consider various ways to respond to challenging behavior and learning differences in 

students. [CEC 3, 5; CF 5] 
4. Write strong objectives and lesson plans for groups or individual learners. [CEC 3, 7; CF 

8] 
5. Build a repertoire of effective teaching techniques for a variety of subject areas. [CEC 4; 

CF 2] 
6. Apply course-based knowledge in a real world classroom setting. [CEC Standards 4, 7; 

CF 9] 
7. Assess which learning paradigms are most compatible with your personal approach to 

teaching at this point in time. [CF 7] 
8. Expand repertoire of helpful responses to difficult student behavior. [CEC 5; CF 4, 5] 



9. Apply personal values to promote inclusive education. [CEC 9; CF 10, 11] 
 
Evaluation of Student Performance (Include Grading Policy) 
 

• Professionalism (20% of final grade). Includes attendance, preparation for class, 
contributions to small and large group class activities, helpfulness to classmates and host 
teachers, and more. [CEC 9; CF 6, 7] 

 
• Ecological Inventory (20% of final grade). A thorough description of the characteristics 

of your host classroom, and a reflection that allows you to share your personal reactions 
to the environment. [CEC 5; CF 4] 

 
• Thematic Unit Plan (40% of final grade). This is a project you will work on through 

much of the semester in collaboration with a partner to simulate the work that general and 
special educators do with one another. The unit includes lesson plans in different 
curricular areas united by an age appropriate exciting topic, and will be designed with 
your host classroom in mind and include appropriate adaptations for students who need 
them. Note that your thematic unit plan also contributes to your grade in other courses. 
Dr. Gonzales reads and evaluates lesson plans that focus on literacy skills. Dr. Kim reads 
and evaluates the assessment sections of your lesson plans and your culminating activity. 
You will also choose one lesson from your thematic unit to implement in your host 
classroom at Dr. King School. Afterwards, you will write a revised version of that lesson 
plan and a reflection that Ms. Yeatts will evaluate. [CEC 7; CF 8, 10, 13] 

 
• Positive Behavioral Support Project (20% of final grade). For this project you will be 

able to choose from among a few different approaches to the important issue of how to 
respond to difficult student behavior. [CEC 3, 5; CF 5] 

 
Letter grades will be assigned as follows: 
 
Percentage Letter Grade  Grade Points Description 
97-100% 
93-96% 
90-92% 

 A+ 
 A 
 A- 

4.3 
4.0 
3.7 

 
Superior performance 

87-89% 
83-86% 
80-82% 

 B+ 
 B 
 B- 

3.3 
3.0 
2.7 

 
Good performance 

77-79% 
73-76% 
70-72% 

 C+ 
 C 
 C- 

2.3 
2.0 
1.7 

 
Fair performance 

68-69% 
66-67% 

65% 

 D+ 
 D 
 D- 

1.3 
1.0 
0.7 

 
Minimally acceptable 
performance 

Below 65%  E 0.0 Course failure 
 



 
Course Schedule and Activities 
 

Dates and Topics Due Tuesday Due Thursday 
August 31, September 2 
Intros, expectations, learning 

theories, Bloom’s taxonomy 

  Internet info about learning 
theory* 

September 7, 9 
The power of the environment 

 Valle & Connor, pp. 75-104 
 Janney & Snell, pp. 24-36 

 Valle & Connor, pp. 1-14 
 

September 14, 16 
Planning instruction using UDL 

 Valle & Connor, pp. 16-36 
 Valle & Connor, pp. 106-140 

 Campbell* 

September 21, 23 
IEP goals, adaptations to 

curriculum and instruction 

 Janney & Snell, pp. 38-87 
 Udvari-Solner* (optional) 

Ecological Inventory 

September 28, 30 
Co-teaching 

 Valle & Connor, pp. 39-53 
 Valle & Connor, pp. 165-186 

 

October 5, 7 
Building repertoire/bag of tricks 

Practice Lesson Plans  Valle & Connor, pp. 55-73 

October 12, 14 
Differentiation strategies: math 

 Janney & Snell, pp. 98-101 Thematic Unit, Part A 

October 19, 21 
Differentiation strategies: literacy 

and content areas 

 Janney & Snell, pp. 90-98, 
101-110 

 

October 26, 28 
Practice lesson plans 

 
 

 

November 2, 4 
Social interaction supports 

 Kluth, Is This Inclusion?* 
 Tashie et al., Intro to Barriers* 

Complete Thematic Unit 

November 9, 11 
Constructivist responses to 

complex behavior 

 Kohn, Beyond Discipline*  

November 16, 18 
PBIS and behavioral functions 

 
 

 

November 23 
Online class: Behavior at King 

 
 

Thanksgiving Break 

November 30, December 2 
Disability perspectives and 

inclusive education 

 Valle & Connor, pp. 188-203 
 Some disability perspectives* 

 Janney & Snell, pp. 2-21 
 Valle & Connor, pp. 205-214 

December 7, 9 
Springboard to student teaching 

Behavioral Support Project 
 

Block Completion Celebration 

 
*Reading is available on eLearning 
 
Disability Statement:  SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of 
the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973.  If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please 
contact the Student Disability Services Office located in B-1, Van Hoesen Hall or call 753-2066 
for an appointment.  Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for 
accommodations should be made as soon as possible. 
 



Academic Integrity Statement:  Students in this course are expected to abide by the guidelines on 
academic dishonesty that are found in chapter 340 of the SUNY Cortland College Handbook 
(http://www.cortland.edu/president/handbook.pdf).  As stated in these guidelines, any instance of 
plagiarism, cheating on examinations or other forms of academic dishonesty will be punished, 
most likely by the receipt of a failing grade for this course and possible dismissal from the 
College.   

http://www.cortland.edu/president/handbook.pdf
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