
 

LIT 449:  Literacy in the Middle and Secondary School, Grades 5‐12 

Spring 2010 

 

Course Information  Instructor Information 
Monday 4:20‐6:50  Dr. Charlotte L. Pass 

Charlotte.Pass@Cortland.edu 
0213 Van Hoesen Hall  1318 Cornish Hall, 753‐4283 
3 credit hours  T 4‐6, and by appointment and by e‐

mail 
 

Required Texts and Materials:   

Alvermann, D.E., Phelps, S.F., & Gillis, V.R. (2010). Content area reading and literacy:  

Succeeding in today’s diverse classrooms. (6th ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon. (and the  

accompanying myeducationlab) 

Fisher, D., Brozo, W.G., Frey, N., & Ivey, G. (2007). Fifty content area strategies for adolescent  

literacy. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson. 

Course Description 
This course provides opportunities for you and other education students to construct, acquire 
skills, and explore issues related to language and literacy development for a wide range of 
learners. The class focuses on instructional approaches, materials, and assessment techniques that 
foster young people’s abilities to use reading, writing, listening, and speaking as tools for 
thinking and communicating in the content areas. Instructional practices include the use of 
readings, lectures, small and large group discussions, cooperative group activities, presentations, 
simulations, and projects 

Course Objectives: 

Upon satisfactory completion of the course, you will be able to:  

• Understand key principles related to language and literacy development (CFLO 2, 3) 



• Use a wide range of instructional practices, approaches, and methods to  
promote literacy within your content area (CFLO 1, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10)  

• Identify aspects of classroom and school environments that  
accommodate the developmental, cultural, and linguistic differences of the student 
(CFLO 4, 10, 11)  

• Design and implement discipline specific instructional plans that support  
students’ literacy development and attend to their diverse needs as learners (CFLO 1, 2, 
3, 8, 10)  

•  Identify and use a range of strategies for assessing students’ literacy  
learning and reflecting on your own instructional effectiveness (CFLO 7, 10, 12) 

•  Locate and evaluate school, community, and professional resources for  
supporting adolescents’ literacy development across the curriculum (CFLO 2, 6)  

 

Cortland’s Conceptual Framework Learning Outcomes are:  Teaching candidates will… 

 1.  Demonstrate a solid foundation in the arts and sciences. 
 2.  Possess in-depth knowledge of the subject area to be taught. 
 3.  Understand how students learn and develop. 
 4.  Manage classrooms structured in a variety of ways to promote a safe learning environment. 
 5.  Know and apply various disciplinary models to manage student behavior. 
 6.  Collaborate with other staff, the community, higher education, other agencies, and cultural   
      institutions, as well as parents and other caregivers, for the benefit of students. 
 7.  Continue to develop professionally as ethical and reflective practitioners who are committed  
      to ongoing scholarly inquiry. 
 8.  Know state and national standards, integrate curriculum across disciplines, and balance  
      historical and contemporary research, theory, and practice. 
 9.  Demonstrate appropriate professional dispositions to help all students learn. 
10. Apply a variety of teaching strategies to develop a positive teaching-learning environment  
      where all students are encouraged to achieve their highest potential. 
11. Foster understanding of and respect for individuals' abilities, disabilities, and diversity of   
      variations of ethnicity, culture, language, gender, age, class, and sexual orientation. 
12. Use multiple and authentic forms of assessment to analyze teaching and student learning and   
      to plan curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of individual students. 
13. Demonstrate sufficient technology skills and the ability to integrate technology into    
      classroom teaching/learning. 
 
 
Course Attendance Policy:  Your attendance and participation in this course is vital to your 
learning experience and your grade for the course.  Each week we will be working in small 
groups and having whole group discussions. If you are not in class, you cannot participate.  If 
possible, please let me know ahead of time if you are unable to attend class.  If you are unable to 
attend class due to an illness or emergency, it is your responsibility to inform me as soon as 
possible.  You are responsible for contacting the instructor or classmates for class assignments if 
you miss class.   Because this is a weekly class, missing more than 1 class will impact your 



grade adversely, with each hour of absence beyond the three hours allowed by college 
policy for a 3 hour course resulting in the lowering of your final grade by 1/3 of a letter 
grade.  I understand that special circumstances arise, and these can be taken into consideration, 
with appropriate documentation. In the event of inclement weather, I will not cancel class. The 
college rarely closes, so please do not call or email me to ask me if I am going to cancel class.  
If you are driving in from somewhere, I certainly understand you must make a decision based on 
the circumstances, but be aware that I will not cancel class unless the college closes.   

There can be no unexcused absences or tardies in this course.  If you are tardy, it is your 
responsibility to ensure that you receive a tardy rather than an absence for the course meeting by 
notifying the instructor.   You should attend class, as part of taking classes is participation and 
you cannot participate if you are not here.  I reserve the right to lower your grade per College 
policy. If you miss more than four (4) weeks of class, you will not pass the class.  The reason 
for missing does not matter; it is the lack of understanding and knowledge that will cause 
you to fail.  The students you will teach are too important for you to not have the 
knowledge you need to be an effective teacher.   Professionalism also includes turning your 
cell phone to vibrate during class and leaving your cell phone in your bag or pocket.  If you have 
your cell phone out, unless with permission, I will deduct 10 points from your grade, every time I 
see your cell phone. Note:  I will NOT tell you each time that I deduct these points. 

Method of Instruction:   

We will be spending much of our class time working in groups engaging in cooperative learning.  
It is my hope that the activities we do in class will be activities you will use in your own 
classroom.       

CONSIDERATION OF LEARNERS’ DIVERSE NEEDS  

In compliance with Section 504 and the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), SUNY Cortland 
is committed to ensure “equal access to all programs and activities and facilitate the architectural 
and attitudinal accessibility of campus environment… where students with disabilities are 
valued, informed, and provided with reasonable accommodations.” If you feel that you are a 
student who may need academic accommodations due to a disability, then you should 
immediately register with the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or 
call (607) 753-2066. ODS is the SUNY Cortland office that authorizes special accommodations 
for students with disabilities. Please let me know if the is any way I might better support your 
learning in the course.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  

The following material comes from the SUNY Cortland Student Handbook (an online version of 
the Handbook with additional explanations of academic integrity and examples of how it may be 
violated can be found at www .cortland.edu/handbook/ ):  

http://www.cortland.edu/handbook/


The College is an academic community whose mission is to promote scholarship through the 
acquisition, preservation, and transmission of knowledge. Fundamental to this goal is the 
institution’s dedication to academic integrity. Providing an atmosphere that promotes honesty 
and the free exchange of ideas is the essence of academic integrity. In this setting, all members 
of the institution have an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards.  

1. Plagiarism- Students are expected to submit and present work that is their own with proper 
documentation and acknowledgment when the work of others is consulted and used. Plagiarism 
can be intentional by deliberately presenting the work of others as one’s own, or inadvertent by 
accidentally omitting or erroneously citing sources. Examples of plagiarism that can occur in 
research papers, lab reports, written reports, oral presentations as well as other assignments are:  

A. Failure to use quotation marks: sources quoted directly must be shown with quotation marks 
in the body of the project and with the appropriate citation in the references, notes or footnotes  

B. Undocumented paraphrasing: sources “put into one’s own words” must have the source cited 
properly in the body of the project and in references, notes or footnotes  

C. Creating false documentation: purposefully presenting wrong information in references or 
citations or manufacturing false information used in references, notes and footnotes  

D. Summarizing articles, readings by copying from them and not expressing your understanding 
in your own words.  

2. Cheating on examinations  

3. Other infractions  

A. Possessing papers, assignments, examinations, reports, lab reports or other assignments that 
have not formally been released by the instructor  

B. Obtaining a paper or assignment from an online source, paper mill, another student, or other 
source and submitting it, wholly or in part, as one’s own work  

C. Possessing work that is similar to another student’s, wholly or in part, without permission; 
allowing one’s own work to be copied and submitted by another student.  

D. Writing or creating a research paper, written report, lab report or other work for another 
student  

E. Submitting the same work for two different classes without the approval by both faculty 
members [As taken from SUNY Cortland Hand book, page 50.] 

 

 



MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 

Introduction to Individuals – Wenger (2007) advises of the importance of creating a 
“community of learners” in a classroom. Consequently, to promote interpersonal interaction and 
sharing, please select a text (magazine, children’s picture book, informational text, novel, etc.) 
which provides insight into some aspect of your ideology, personality, and/or individuality.  You 
will share your text and your rationale for its selection with your peers.  Points:  50  Due:  Feb. 
1. 

Study Strategy Presentation – Students will be grouped according to their content area.  
Members of the group will select a study skills strategy/ note-taking strategy which promotes 
literacy acquisition and development in the designated content area.  Working collaboratively, 
students will prepare a presentation demonstrating for the remainder of the class how to use the 
strategy.  The class will serve as the student audience for this mini-lesson presentation.  
Presenters will not simply tell the class about the strategy but will lead the class through the use 
of the strategy based on the group’s content area.  Remember, in teaching the key is to show, not 
tell.  Points:  50   Due:  Feb. 15. 

Content Area Literacy Strategy – Individuals will select a content area literacy strategy 
appropriate for promoting literacy development in their content area from the Fisher et al text 
and will present it to the class.  See the handout posted on eLearning for greater detail regarding 
this presentation.  Points:  100  Due:  As signed up 

Formal Textbook Evaluation – Following a practice evaluation which we will do in class, you 
will be responsible for evaluating a secondary textbook in your content area using one of the 
evaluation tools provided.  You will then write and submit a 1-2 page formal summary of the 
findings of your evaluation.  Points:  100  Due:  Feb. 22 

Evaluation of Collateral Text for Use in Content Area Classroom:  Students will select a 
collateral text (a short story, young adult novel, newspaper/magazine/journal article, etc. ) 
appropriate for promoting the objectives of the content area classroom.  Students will then 
complete a text annotation (using the template provided on eLearning) and will delineate how the 
text can be used to promote the acquisition of literacy skills in combination with content-specific 
knowledge.  Points:  50  Due:  March 1 

Attendance/Class Participation/Entrance Tickets:  Students must be present in class to be 
able to receive class participation points and to engage in the activities scheduled for various 
class meetings.  Class participation points are based on a student’s enthusiasm about engaging in 
the learning process, willingness to assist others making strategy presentations, consistent 
manifestations of professional dispositions, and sharing worthwhile comments in class which add 
to the quality of the discussing occurring.  Often entrance tickets will be required of students.  
Sometimes these brief assignments will be made a week in advance.  Other times they will be 
placed on eLearning as an announcement to ensure that students are checking eLearning 



regularly.  Such assignments must be completed prior to a student’s arrival to class and must 
consist of thoughtful commentary.  Points:  300  Due:  Ongoing basis 

FINAL EXAM

The final exam will consist of a summary paper that you will be asked to draw on the class 
activities, readings, discussions, etc., and write about content area literacy in your specific 
content area, defining what those skills are, how you will promote the acquisition and 
development of those skills in your personal classroom, and detailing the role that reading and 
writing instruction and assessment will play in that skill development.  Points: 150 

GRADING SCALE

Grade Scale—Point Percentage: 

 A 90.0--94.9= A-  95.0--98.9= A  99.0--100= A+ 

 B 80.0--83.9= B-  84.0--87.9= B  88.0---89.9= B+ 

 C 70.0--73.9= C-  74.0--77.9= C  78.0---79.9= C+ 

 D 60.0--63.9= D-  64.0--67.9= D  68.0---69.9= D+ 

 Below 60 is an E 

WRITING STANDARDS

By this time in your education, you are expected to have attained a certain level of world 
knowledge as well as the ability to write clearly and succinctly.  Failure to meet adequate 
college-level standards of grammar, spelling, organization, and other writing conventions 
will result in a lower grade that may be failing.  The ability to read and interpret as well as 
write at a college level is fundamental in any college course but especially a literacy course.  
Additionally, I require APA style for references, citations, and paper setup; failure to use it will 
also result in lowering your grade to the point of and possibly including failing. You have a 
right to the best possible education—and you have a great amount of responsibility in 
obtaining the best possible education. I can only teach you to the extent that you want to 
learn (Wendy Warren, personal communication, February 2008).    

ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL DISPOSITIONS/EXPECTATIONS 

You are expected to be professional as it is a necessary characteristic for teachers.  In other 
words, you are expected to demonstrate appropriate “teacher dispositions.”   This includes 
among other things, showing respect to your peers and instructor, being prepared for class 
(including doing the required readings), doing work when it is expected of you, a certain level of 
knowledge of world events (current and past) and “school things” (such as reading and writing 
well), civility, honesty, punctuality, courtesy, and listening well to others.  If you are carrying on 



a side conversation (on the phone or person-to-person) with others when someone is speaking, 
you are not being professional and you are distracting at least one other person. 

All assignments should be completed PRIOR to your arrival to class.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to read all assigned material and to incorporate it in class discussion.  At this level, 
assignments will not be dissected in class and re-presented for students.  If you have specific 
questions about the assignments, be certain to ask them, as others may have similar questions. 

ON A MORE PERSONAL NOTE

This section of LIT 449 is NOT a lecture class.  It is a class to make you think, to make you 
stretch, to involve you in your own education.  It is a class in which I expect active learners to 
participate in their own education (as opposed to schooling).  I will ask for your opinions and 
expect you to give them to me, sometimes in writing and sometimes aloud.  I will also play 
“Devil’s Advocate” and say “yeah, but” or “what if…”  Please note that I am not bashing your 
opinion; I am asking for clear thought and reasons.  I value your opinions and your experiences 
and enjoy hearing about them.  Please be aware, however, that each of us has our opinions, and 
each of us must be able to give a rationale for why we believe or feel this way.  If you have holes 
in an argument, then you can expect questions about them.  If, at any time, you have questions or 
concerns, then I expect to hear from you.  While class time may not be appropriate for discussion 
about something affecting you as an individual, I will be happy to schedule time outside of class 
for such a discussion. I look forward to a wonderful semester with you and to the contributions 
that you will make to this course.  

 

 

 

 

 


