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SPE 270 Section 604 

Introduction to Special Education 
 
Course Information    Instructor Information 
Credit Hours: 3 credits   Name:  Maria J. DeRado 
Semester/Year: Fall 2010   Phone:  (607) 753-8331 or wk. (607)758-4110 ext. 247 
Location:  Park Center Rm. 1128  Email:  maria.derado@cortland.edu or  
Meeting Time:  Tuesday 4:20-6:50                    mderado@cortlandschools.org
Office hours:  Before or after class or 
By appt. only 
   
 
Required text:  Maanum, J. (2009) The General Educator's Guide to Special Education. Thousand Oaks: 
Sage. 
 
Course Description:  Course meets all SED teacher certification requirements for childhood and early 
childhood teachers to teach students with disabilities in inclusive classrooms. Introductory course for 
students in the Teaching Students with Disabilities in Childhood Education Program, intended to orient 
general education and special education pre-service teachers to special education, the characteristics 
of students with special needs, strategies to work effectively with diverse student populations, and techniques 
for forming partnerships with each other and other professionals and parents. Prerequisites: PSY231 or 
PSY332. (3 cr. hrs.)  
 
Overview:  This is an introductory special education course designed to help all pre-service teachers develop 
an understanding of the issues related to teaching students with disabilities.  As a classroom teacher, you will 
have students with disabilities in your classroom.  This course will help you develop an understanding and 
knowledge of the appropriate terminology and laws regarding special education as well as the 13 categories 
of disabilities as defined in IDEA.   As an educator, you should get to know and understand each of your 
students, as they are each unique in their needs and learning styles.  It is your responsibility to build on their 
strengths, abilities, and desire to help them be successful learners. Each day you will also be working as a 
partner with specialists, support personnel, and colleagues.  Most importantly, you will be a partner to the 
parents and caregivers of your students.  Therefore, it is imperative that you consider their perspectives as 
you work with their children.             
 
Course Attendance Policy:  Your attendance and participation in this course is vital to your learning 
experience and your grade for the course.  Each week we will be working in small groups and having whole 
group discussions as well as in class group projects that will be presented to the class.  If you are not in class, 
you cannot participate.  If possible please let me know ahead of time if you are unable to attend class.  If you 
are unable to attend class due to an illness or emergency, it is your responsibility to inform me as soon as 
possible.  You are responsible for contacting me or your classmates for class assignments if you miss class.   
Because this is a weekly class, missing 2 or more classes will impact your grade.  I understand that 
circumstances arise, and these can be taken into consideration. In the event of inclement weather, I will not 
cancel. The college rarely closes, so please do not call or email me to ask me if I am going to cancel.  If you 
are driving in from somewhere, I certainly understand you must make a decision based on the circumstances, 
but just be aware that I will not cancel class unless the college closes.   

mailto:maria.derado@cortland.edu
mailto:mderado@cortlandschools.org
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Method of Instruction:   
We will be spending much of our class time working in groups engaging in cooperative learning.  Students 
will also be doing group presentations to the class. It is my hope that the activities we do in class will be 
activities you will use in your own classroom.       
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF LEARNERS’ DIVERSE NEEDS  
 
In compliance with Section 504 and the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), SUNY Cortland is 
committed to ensure “equal access to all programs and activities and facilitate the architectural and 
attitudinal accessibility of campus environment… where students with disabilities are valued, informed, and 
provided with reasonable accommodations.” If you feel that you are a student who may need academic 
accommodations due to a disability, then you should immediately register with the Office of Disability 
Services (ODS) at B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066. ODS is the SUNY Cortland office that 
authorizes special accommodations for students with disabilities. Please let me know if the is any way I 
might better support your learning in the course.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  
 
The following material comes from the SUNY Cortland Student Handbook (an online version of the 
Handbook with additional explanations of academic integrity and examples of how it may be violated can be 
found at www .cortland.edu/handbook/ ):  
 
The College is an academic community whose mission is to promote scholarship through the acquisition, 
preservation, and transmission of knowledge. Fundamental to this goal is the institution’s dedication to 
academic integrity. Providing an atmosphere that promotes honesty and the free exchange of ideas is the 
essence of academic integrity. In this setting, all members of the institution have an obligation to uphold high 
intellectual and ethical standards.  
 
1. Plagiarism- Students are expected to submit and present work that is their own with proper 
documentation and acknowledgment when the work of others is consulted and used. Plagiarism can be 
intentional by deliberately presenting the work of others as one’s own, or inadvertent by accidentally 
omitting or erroneously citing sources. Examples of plagiarism that can occur in research papers, lab reports, 
written reports, oral presentations as well as other assignments are:  
 
A. Failure to use quotation marks: sources quoted directly must be shown with quotation marks in the body 
of the project and with the appropriate citation in the references, notes or footnotes  
 
B. Undocumented paraphrasing: sources “put into one’s own words” must have the source cited properly in 
the body of the project and in references, notes or footnotes  
 
C. Creating false documentation: purposefully presenting wrong information in references or citations or 
manufacturing false information used in references, notes and footnotes  

http://www.cortland.edu/handbook/
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D. Summarizing articles, readings by copying from them and not expressing your understanding in your own 
words.  
 
2. Cheating on examinations  
 
3. Other infractions  
 
A. Possessing papers, assignments, examinations, reports, lab reports or other assignments that have not 
formally been released by the instructor  
 
B. Obtaining a paper or assignment from an online source, paper mill, another student, or other source and 
submitting it, wholly or in part, as one’s own work  
 
C. Possessing work that is similar to another student’s, wholly or in part, without permission; allowing one’s 
own work to be copied and submitted by another student.  
 
D. Writing or creating a research paper, written report, lab report or other work for another student  
 
E. Submitting the same work for two different classes without the approval by both faculty members [As 
taken from SUNY Cortland Hand book, page 50.] 
 
 
 
Evaluation of Student Performance:  There will be assigned readings each week in the text or from other 
sources that will serve as a common basis for class discussion.  Students will be evaluated on class 
participation and completion of course requirements.  Please read each chapter and be prepared to 
participate in classroom discussion each week.  Your personal experiences are very important and 
encouraged, as they will enhance class discussion and learning.  You are expected to attend every class; 
therefore, habitual absences, tardiness, and late assignments will also impact your final grade.     
 
 
Course Topics Overview 
 (includes CEC and SUNY Cortland Conceptual Framework standards) 

I.  Ove  (CEC 1,2,3,9,10; CF 8,9,11) 
 

ts with Disabilities
 
rview of the Education of Studen

 
History of the education of people with disabilities 

 
Social construction of disability 

 
 
“Person‐first” and other respectful forms of language

 
Inclusive education as a philosophy v. service model approach 
First person perspectives of people with disabilities  

s  Families’ experiences when a child has a disability; communication with familie
 
II.  Structure of Special Education – How inclusive is it? (CEC 1,2,3,9,10; CF 3,6,8,9,11) 
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 ment Act (IDEIA) (including FAPE, Principles of the Individuals with Disabilities Improve

 
appropriate evaluation, LRE, procedural safeguards, etc.) 
Committee on Special Education (CSE/CPSE) Process 

 Service Plans: Section 504 vs. IEPs; Individual Education Plans (IEPs) / Individual Family 
Plans (IFSPs); what is included in an IEP? 

 erview of high‐ and low‐incidence 13 legal categories of educational disability (ov

 ntion services 
disabilities) 
Part C of the IDEA: Early interve

 Response to intervention (RTI) 
 
III.  Pro  Practices (what these are rather than “how to”) (CEC 
4,5,6,7,8,10

mising Inclusive Instructional

 
; CF 3,4,5,6,9,10,12) 

 
Universal design for learning 

 and differentiated instruction  
 lternative communication) 
Developmentally appropriate practice

 
Assistive technology (including augmentative and a

special educators  
 d environmental management 
Collaboration with 
Student behavior an

 Finding Resources 
 
Assignments:   

•  In class quiz/reflection:  (100 pts.) 
This assignment will be based on the reading assignments that are due for the class.  There might 
be a quiz, a group assignment, scenarios, or a reflection that will be written in class.  Students are 
expected to read and take notes on their various assignments- which they will be able to use for 
the in class work assignments.   

 
• Guest Speaker Reaction Paper (25 pts.) 

We will often have guest speakers in class.  You will be asked to write a reaction on the speaker 
including what you learned, what information was important to you, what your thoughts and 
feelings are about the information presented and how you can use this information in your future 
teaching.   
 

• Group In-Class discussions/presentations (25 pts.) 
In most classes, we will often be doing group projects/presentations on various topics.  Each 
member of the group will be graded on their participation and their presentation of the work 
done in class.  These projects will only be done in class.   

 
•  3 hours (or more if you choose) of observation time in a classroom with students with special 

needs and a reflection paper-(300 pts.) 
As you begin your study in the field of education, I believe that exposure and experience in 
the classroom is by far the best teacher.  Many of you have not been in an elementary 
classroom where inclusion is taking place on a daily basis with a variety of students with 
special needs.  It is my hope that you will gain some insight as to the pros and cons of 
inclusion; meet some students that you might want to spend more time with and perhaps 
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decide to eventually major in Special Education, or just get an overview of what lies ahead for 
you.  More information and guidelines will be handed out and discussed in class.   
 

• Special Education Literature:  (300 pts.) 
Students will read a book of their choice (pre-approved) that subject matter deals with children, 
families and or adults with disabilities.  Sample book titles will be given in class.  You will be 
asked to write up a brief summary of this book, what you learned from reading this book and 
how it will help you in your teaching.  Students will do a brief (less than 5 minutes) presentation 
of their book in class in November.   

 
• Final Project- (500 pts.) 

There are 5 projects you may choose from.  Each project has its own set of guidelines.  You 
will not have to present your project to the class, but there will be time during the last class 
where we will have a discussion about what we have learned in doing our projects.  (See 
separate sheet for the description and requirements.) 
 
There is no final exam for this class.  My philosophy is this:  Special education is always a 
work in progress.  Teachers will always be looking at the individual, not a memorization of 
facts, characteristics and particular teaching strategies.  The assignments given will hopefully 
be relevant, things you can use in your future classroom, things to share and refer back to 
throughout your teaching career. 

 
       ***Please note:  all assignments MUST be typed using 12 pt.  Please use standard fonts (Times 
New Roman, Verdana, and Aerial) Assignments must be handed in on the date they are due.  Emailed 
assignments will not be accepted- unless you have discussed this with me.  If you MUST email an 
assignment because of printer problems, please send it as an attachment.   

• Points will be taken off for hand written assignments unless you have spoken to me about this prior to 
handing in the assignment.   

• I will not accept an assignment that is more than one week late, unless you are absent and have made 
arrangements with me. 

• If you miss an in-class assignment, or guest speaker, or video you need to write a reaction to you may 
make arrangements with me to do an alternate assignment.   

• I will accept assignments by email as long as it is sent as an attachment to the email. 
•  

Grades will be based on the total points you earned divided by the possible points.  The scale is as follows:   
 
A+ 97-100  
A 93-96  
A- 90-92  
B+ 87-89  
B 83-86  
B- 80-82  
C+ 77-79  
C 73-76  
C- 70-72  
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D+ 67-69  
D 63-66  
D- 60-62  
F Below 60 
 
A note:  A grade of A+ will only be earned with the following criteria: 
You have earned the percentage 
You have attended every class 
You participate in class 
 

Tentative Course Schedule and Assignments 
(Assignments or schedule may change) 

 
Date Topic Assignment- (due the following 

wk.) 
August 31st Introduction of instructor, students, class, 

expectations, syllabus. 
What is Special Education? 

 Handout on IDEA and its 
components.   

September 7 History of Special Education, IDEA and it’s 
components, Programming, CSE and IEP’s 
 
 

 Sample IEP’s- be familiar with 
the parts of the IEP especially 
with PLEPS, Goals and Progress 
notes 

September 14 
 

IEP, CSE- practice writing PLEPS and goals 
Understanding your role in the CSE process- before, 
during and after 
Early Intervention- guest speaker:  Susan Marks, 
social worker Fransisca Racker Center 
 
 

Handout on UDL 

September 21 Special class: Demonstration of UDL:   A UDL 
lesson with students with disabilities 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Chpt. 1- Federal Special 
Education Disability Categories- 
pgs. 1-114 (for the next two weeks, 
we will be looking at these various 
categories- with particular 
emphasis on MR, LD, Autism and 
OHI 
*Reflection of the UDL class 

September 28 Students with disabilities:  (from the 13 categories 
from IDEA)  characteristics, teaching strategies 
 
 

Handouts –pgs. 159-169- 
accommodations and 
modifications 
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October 5 Students with disabilities:  (from the 13 categories 
from IDEA)  characteristics, teaching strategies 
  

Handouts- Cpt. 4- RTI- Meeting 
the needs of all students- up to pg. 
200 

October 12 Video:  Educating Peter 
Video:  Autism is a World 
Group discussions 
 
 
 

Chpt. 4- familiarity with the 
various strategies 
Reflections on videos 

October 19 
 
 

 Video:  Misunderstood Minds 
Group discussions 
RTI 
 
 

Reflections of videos 
 

October 26 
 
 
 
 

Guest speaker:  Bonnie Hutchinson – Sp. Ed. 
teacher/behavior specialist Barry Elementary School 
Special Education literature 
*this may change due to the availability of the 
guest speaker 
 

Guest speaker reflection 
Special Education literature 
presentation due next week 
 
 
 

November 2 Special Education Literature- presentations 
Taking Sides:  Issues in Special Education- group 
projects 
 
 

none 
 

November 9 Guest speaker:  Doris Adams, Brian Adams 
 
 
 

Reflection of guest speaker  
 
 
 

November 16 Guest speaker:  Families with children with 
disabilities 
Tying up loose ends 
 
 

Handouts on differentiation, co-
teaching and cooperative learning 
 

November 30 Differentiated Instruction 
Co-teaching 
 

Project due for last class 
 

December 7 Presentation of projects 
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Final Project choices: 
 

 
A. Tutoring  a student with disabilities – Must do at least 3 hours (in addition to the class required 

three hours) 
• Choose a student with disabilities 
• Decide after discussion with classroom teacher what student’s weaknesses are 
• Tutor student for 3-5 sessions 
• Complete a “mini” portfolio-Write up objectives and a lesson for each of your sessions  

Rational and reflection 
(This is an excellent project to have in your “portfolio” or to bring to a job interview) 
 
 

B.  Observation and participation in a variety of classroom settings in the continuum from a BOCES 
placement, life skills, integrated co-teaching, co-teaching.   Must do at least 3 hours 

• Observe 3-4 different types of classrooms- life skills, BOCES (if possible) Inclusion- in 
elementary and/or  secondary 

• Write up your observations  
• Write a paper based on these observations of the continuum of services.  What you saw, who 

was serviced, how they were serviced and your opinion of the various types of settings. 
 

C.  Designing a Lesson for UDL/Differentiation 
• Choose a lesson in any subject area 
• Design the lesson so that you cover the three principles of UDL- presentation, understanding 

and assessment of the content presented 
• Provide examples of the work you might do with the students 

(something for your portfolio) 
**For a lesson on differentiation, you have several options of how to approach this. Taking a 
lesson and modifying, modifying several types of tests and or quizzes, using a variety of 
strategies to present and show understanding of the lesson. Please see me in regards to this 
project if you are interested.   

 
D.  For PE majors:  Working with sports and students with disabilities- Must be at least 3 hours 

• Work in the CAST program 
• Teach a sport to a student with a disability 
• Write a reaction/reflection/journal to your experience with the student (s) 

 
E.  Research Paper 

• Research a topic of your choice (not a type of disability) Something that you want to take a 
stand on-  

• Examples:  Full Inclusion- for everyone?  Mandatory Regents testing in NYS- for all students 
with disabilities?  Home schooling children with disabilities,  

• Must clear topic before researching 
• Write a paper on your research 
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• Must have at least 4 sources including books, database sites but absolutely no Goggle or 
YouTube sources.  Proper citing of articles is necessary.  (APA format)  

• Paper must be at least 5 pgs. double spaced, typed.   
 
If you have another idea not listed here, you are more than welcome to discuss it with me.   
These are brief overviews of the projects.  Please see me for any suggestions, questions, resources or any 
other help you might need for your project.  You will be doing a 5 minute presentation of your project the 
last day of class. 
 
Any questions regarding the information on the syllabus, please do not hesitate to ask at any time during the 
course of the semester.  I am always able to come early to class, and or stay later.  You may also email me or 
phone me.   
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