
SUNY Cortland 

Physical Education Department 

PED 651 – Comprehensive Examination Seminar 

 

Course Information:    Professor Information: 
Credit Hours:  3.0    Instructors:  

Semester/Year:    Office Phone:  

Class Location:    Email: 

Class Time:     Office Location:  

      Office Hours: 

Course Materials: 

PED 621: Curriculum Construction in Physical Education 

 Stillwell, J.L. & Willgoose, C.E. (2006). Physical education curriculum (6
th

 ed.). Long Grove, IL: 

Waveland Press. 

 National Association for Sport and Physical Education. (2004). Moving into the future: national 

standards for physical education (2
nd

 ed.). Reston, VA: Author 

 

PED 622: Effective Teaching in Physical Education  

 Boyce, B.A. (2003). Improving your teaching skills: A guide for student teachers and 

practitioners. New York: McGraw Hill. 

 Silverman, S.J. & Ennis, C.D. editors (2003).  Student learning in physical education: Applying 

research to enhance instruction (2
nd

 ed.). Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics. 

 

PED 623: Assessment of Curricula and Instruction 

 Lacy, A.C. & Hastad, D.N. (2007). Measurement & evaluation in physical education and exercise 

science (5
th

 ed.). San Francisco, CA: Pearson Education. 

 

Course Description: 

In this course students will synthesize knowledge and understanding gained in the core program and make 

connections across all areas of the master's program in preparation for the comprehensive examination.  

Prerequisite:  PED 610, 611, (& 621, 622, 623 for students following the curriculum and instruction 

concentration) & 530, 635, and 636 for students following the adapted physical education concentration. 

(3 cr. hr.) 

 

Course Attendance Policy: 
Class attendance is required.  Advanced candidates who have a college-approved excused absence must 

notify the instructor prior to the date of the absence and arrange to make-up all work and assignments 

missed. 

 

Academic Dishonesty: 

Students are responsible for knowing the policy on academic dishonesty in the College Handbook. 

Students are expected to present their own work.  All papers, examinations and other assignments must be 

original unless explicit acknowledgment is given for the use of other person' ideas or language.  Examples 

of plagiarism include failure to use quotation marks, failure to document ideas, or false documentation. 

 

Student Performance: 
The comprehensive examination includes both a written and oral component. See the attached 

information. 

 

 

 



Schedule: 

First meeting (beginning of the semester):  

 Distribute syllabus 

 Explain procedures 

 Provide the questions and due date  

 

Second meeting (middle of the semester):  

 Assess progress 

 Distribute article 

 Review oral examination procedures and establish dates/times 

 Review graduation materials 

 

Third meeting (end of the semester):  

 Oral examination 

 

The comprehensive examination seminar is designed to assess your professional knowledge (NASPE 

Advanced Standard 1) of teaching and learning in physical education through both written and oral 

components. Professional knowledge includes: 

(NASPE: Professional Knowledge; CF: Knowledge Base) 

(NASPE: Professional Knowledge; CF: Knowledge Base) 
 (NAPSE 2008 Advanced Physical Education Teacher Education Standards) 

 

Part One: Written Component 

Advanced candidates will receive a question related to each of the following areas: curriculum, effective 

teaching practices, and assessment. Separate responses including a minimum of 15 physical education 

references to each of the questions are required. Writing should be in APA format and all references 

should be cited within the response. Responses will be evaluated with the attached rubric, which clarifies 

the writing expectations.  

Style and Format: Writing should model the language and conventions in APA format and have 

all references cited within the response. A properly formatted reference list of 15 credible sources 

should be included.  

Mechanics: Check for proper grammar and spelling. Use transitions between paragraphs and 

sections. 

Disciplinary Knowledge: Keep ideas organized and focused in response to the specific questions. 

Arrange ideas in a logical format. Show your understanding of learning and teaching in physical 

education related to several aspects of both movement and pedagogy. Apply and connect 

theoretical concepts to the specific context of the question (Advanced Standard 1A). 

Literature: Your goal is to summarize the related literature. Expand upon ideas to extend the 

significance of the work beyond a re-statement of known ideas. Identify the gaps in current 

knowledge and significant directions or approaches that could fill these gaps. 

 

Part Two: Oral Component 

An oral defense of your written examination is required. You will be asked to justify your responses to 

your written submission (Advanced Standard 1A). A second requirement of the oral component includes 

the critique of a research article that will be provided at the second meeting of PED 651. Expectations 

include an analysis and evaluation of all parts of the research article, addressing the strengths and 

weaknesses of the study’s literature review, hypotheses and variables, research methods (sampling 

procedures, instrumentation, validity and reliability), results, and the discussion. Be prepared to critique, 

synthesize, and apply the research findings to learning and teaching in physical education (Advanced 

Standard 1C). Professional delivery and dress is anticipated. Materials from PED 610 and PED 611 on 

analyzing research can be used for review. 



 

Overall:  Professionalism 

When participating in the oral defense, consider your dress, speech, and grammar. Delivery in a 

professional manner is expected. 

 

Final Evaluation  

The comprehensive examination includes both a written and oral component.  

 If any parts of the written component are unsatisfactory, a grade of E will be awarded. 

 Advanced candidates must pass the written component before participating in the oral component. 

 If parts 1 through 4 of the oral component are unsatisfactory, those oral component parts must be 

repeated. The advanced candidate may need to enroll in PED 697 Extension: GR Culminating 

Activity (1 cr. hr.) in the following semester.  

 

Teacher Education Candidacy: 

If during your enrollment at SUNY Cortland you are convicted of a crime and/or have any judicial or 

academic integrity violations, you must notify your School’s associate dean at once. Failure to do so may 

result in your dismissal from the teacher education program. Failure to provide truthful information may 

result in your dismissal from the teacher education program and may result in academic dishonesty 

charges (Source: SUNY Cortland Teacher Education application). 

  

Academic Integrity Statement: 
"Students in this course are expected to abide by the guidelines on academic dishonesty that are found in 

chapter 340 of the SUNY Cortland College Handbook (http://www.cortland.edu/president/handbook.pdf). 

As stated in these guidelines, any instance of plagiarism, cheating on examinations or other forms of 

academic dishonesty will be punished, most likely by the receipt of a failing grade for this course and 

possible dismissal from the College. The primary means for enforcing the course's policy on academic 

dishonesty will be the Web-based plagiarism detection service Turnitin.com, to which you will be 

required to submit all of the papers you write for this course."  

 

Disability Statement: 
SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the federal Americans with 

Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you are a student 

with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Student Disability 

Services located in B-1 Van Hoesen Hall or call 753-2066 for an appointment.  Because many 

accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as soon as 

possible. 

 

School of Professional Studies Deans’ Office: 

John Cottone, Interim Dean   Eileen Gravani, Associate Dean 

(607) 753-2829    (607) 753-2702 

Professional Studies Building   Professional Studies Building 

Room 1175     Room 1175 

 


