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SUNY CORTLAND 
Department of Modern Languages 

Spanish 308:  Advanced Spanish Composition 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Semester: Fall 2010   Professor: Tim Gerhard 
Meeting days: MWF    Office phone: 753-2021   
Time:  12:40-1:30.   Office address:  Old Main 225-F  
Room:  Old Main G-23   Office hours: 11:20 – 12:40  MWF 
Credit hours: 3         
Prerequisites: SPA 305 or semester abroad e-mail:  gerhardt@cortland.edu   

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Required materials: 
 

• Composición, proceso y síntesis, Fifth Edition.  Valdés, Dvorak y Hannum.  McGraw-Hill, 2008.  
 
 
Suggested materials: 
 

• A good Spanish-English dictionary! 
• A good verb conjugation book, such as the Bescherelle or 501 Verbs. 

 
Catalogue description of course: 
 
Written Spanish beyond intermediate level.  Emphasis on advanced structure, idiomatic expressions by means of 
original composition.   Prerequisite:  SPA 305 or semester in Spain. 
 
 
 
Course description: 
 
Spanish 308 is a course designed for students who have previously taken up to Spanish 305 or beyond.  We will 
develop your ability to write in Spanish by studying a variety of genres and using a range of writing exercises which 
serve as building blocks toward the goal of writing a composition in each genre.  You will be expected to participate 
actively in the class, and to complete daily homework assignments which prepare you to write the composition in 
each of the five genres (descripción, narración, exposición, argumentación and argumentación sobre una obra 
literaria).  You will have the opportunity to work collaboratively in and outside of class in order to improve your 
writing skills.  When you finish Spanish 308, you will truly be ready to perform the writing tasks required of you in 
other upper-division Spanish courses.    
 
 
Assessment:   
 

Your final grade will be based on a system of 900 points as outlined below.  Your accumulated point total 
will reflect your achievement of the course goals stated above. 

 
 Participation    100 points 

Homework assignments    200 points (20 x 10 points) 
 In-class compositions (4)   400 points (4 x 100 points) 
 Final Exam    200 points  
 
 
 
 
Grading scale: 
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 93% and above  A  77-79.9%  C+ 
 90-92.9%  A-  73-76.9%  C  

87-89.9%  B+  70-72.9%  C- 
83-86.9%  B  60-69.9%  D 
80-82.9%  B-  59.9% and below  F 

 
 
Criteria description: 
 

Attendance:  Attendance in this course is fundamental and will affect your participation grade if you are 
absent.  I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  Minimal absences will not affect 
your grade dramatically.  However, 30 points will be deducted from your final grade beginning with 
the 4th absence.  After the third absence, late homework can no longer be turned in for a grade.  Late 
arrivals and early departures will count as ½ absence.   
 
Participation:  Students are expected to participate.  Participation involves a number of variables, 

 including but not limited to: 
 

• your use of Spanish in the classroom 
• your willingness to participate in all class activities 
• your cooperation during group and pair work 
• your respect and attitude toward the professor, the class and your peers 
• your timely arrival to class and preparedness for the lesson 

 
Homework:  Expect me to check that you have done four homework assignments and one final practice 
composition for each chapter.   Written homework will be graded on a scale of 10 points: 10 (excellent 
work / thorough preparation); 8 (good preparation); 6 (assignment completed but minimally); 4 (some 
questions unanswered, sloppy work); 2 (very minimal effort);  0 (not turned in).  Together, these exercises 
will prepare you to write a successful in-class composition at the end of the chapter. You may turn in late 
homework if you are absent less than three times, but after that no late homework will be accepted.  If you 
are absent, you should e-mail the professor and other students to get the assignment for the next class.  It is 
your responsibility to get the assignment, so if you do not get an immediate response from the professor, 
make sure to contact your fellow students. 
 
Compositions:  At the end of each chapter, you will write an in-class composition which displays your 
ability to use the various techniques you have studied in the chapter.   
 
Final exam:  The final exam will build on all of the skills you have learned in this class and will give you 
the opportunity to demonstrate your ability to write an analysis of a literary work. 

 
Extra credit:   There will be no extra credit offered in this course 
 
Schedule: 
 

Date:           In class: 

8/30 Chapter 1, Descripción 

                 9/1 Chapter 1, Descripción 

9/3   Chapter 1, Descripción 

9/6 Labor Day – NO CLASS 

9/8 Chapter 1, Descripción 

9/10 Chapter 1, Descripción 

9/13 Chapter 1, Descripción 
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9/15 Review for in-class composition 

9/17 In-class composition:  Descripción 

9/20 Chapter 2, Narración 

9/22 Chapter 2, Narración 

9/24 Chapter 2, Narración 

9/27 Chapter 2, Narración 

9/29 Chapter 2, Narración 

10/1 Chapter 2, Narración 
  

10/4 Review for in-class composition 

10/6 In-class composition: Narración 

10/8 Chapter 3, Exposición 

10/11 Chapter 3, Exposición 

10/13 

10/15 

Chapter 3, Exposición 
 
FALL BREAK – NO CLASS! 
 

10/18 Chapter 3, Exposición 

10/20 Chapter 3, Exposición 

10/22 Chapter 3, Exposición 

10/25 Review for in-class composition:  Exposición 

10/27 In-class composition:  Exposición 

10/29 Chapter 5, Argumentación 

11/1 Chapter 5, Argumentación 

11/3 Chapter 5, Argumentación 

11/5 Chapter 5, Argumentación 

                11/8 Chapter 5, Argumentación 

11/10 Chapter 5, Argumentación 

11/12 Review for in-class composition:  
Argumentación 

11/15 In-class composition: Argumentación 

11/17 Chapter 6, Argumentación sobre una obra 
literaria 

11/19 Chapter 6, Argumentación sobre una obra 
literaria 

11/22 Chapter 6, Argumentación sobre una obra 
literaria 

11/24 NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 

               11/26 NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING BREAK 

                11/29 Chapter 6, Argumentación sobre una obra 
literaria 

12/1 Chapter 6, Argumentación sobre una obra 
literaria 

12/3 Chapter 6, Argumentación sobre una obra 
literaria 
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12/6 

12/8 

Chapter 6, Argumentación sobre una obra 
literaria 
Chapter 6, Argumentación sobre una obra 
literaria 

12/10 Review for final exam 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Statement on disabilities:   
 

SUNY Cortland is committed to upholding and maintaining all aspects of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
  
 If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services 
located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment.  Any information regarding your disability will remain 
confidential.  Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as 
possible.  Any requests for accommodations will be reviewed in a timely manner to determine their appropriateness to this setting. 

 
Academic integrity:  
 

SUNY Cortland 2000-2002 College Handbook, Chapter 340 “Academic Dishonesty” 
 

340.01 . . . It is . . .the professional responsibility of all faculty to explain the importance of honesty and respect for knowledge in 
order to ensure an academic environment that encourages integrity . . . it is the responsibility of students to protect their own work 
from inappropriate use by others . . . Academic integrity is absolutely essential to ensure the validity of the grading system and 
maintain high standards of academic excellence.  In addition, all members of the academic community must exhibit behavior 
exemplifying academic honesty and encourage such behavior in others. 
 
340.02 . . . Each student is expected to present his or her own work.  All papers, examinations, and other assignments must be original 
or explicit acknowledgment must be given for the use of other person’s ideas or language . . .  
 
340.03 . . . The person reporting an instance of alleged academic dishonesty shall complete and forward to the Office of Judicial 
Affairs the Disclosure and Notification of an Academic Dishonesty Charge form . . . If the filer of the notification form is a faculty 
member, whenever possible she/he shall discuss the incident with the student prior to forwarding the form to the Office of Judicial 
Affairs. 

 
This course, as is the case with all of our offerings in the Modern Languages Department, is rooted in the ideals of liberal learning.  The 
underlying ideal in all of our classes, whether they be literature-, culture-, or language-based, is that all three of these elements are interwoven.  
The specific knowledge and perspectives that will be acquired in this class reflect SUNY Cortland’s commitment to instilling in our students an 
acumen for themes and issues pertaining to Global Understanding (knowledge of the interconnectedness of the natural and human experience 
through exposure to the political, social, economic and religious differences of the target language’s literature and civilization) and Social Justice 
(comparison and contrast of issues of social justice, equality, and democracy between our society and those of the target language).  
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